Expanded r . g coverage 
__ New week-by-week 


schedule format ~ 


798378 


INTRODUCING THE ONLY THING 
THAT FANS OF THESE SIX SCHOOLS 
WILL EVER AGREE ON... 


+» That Stella Interactive's one-of-a-kind sports CD-ROMs are the 
greatest addition to college football since big-screen TV! 


Everyone's talking about multimedia and CD-ROM, but Stella 
Interactive finally offers multimedia the way it was meant to be - 
entertaining, informative and fun. Each of Stella's multimedia 
sports discs bring all the history, highlights and information on 
your favorite college football team to life, letting you relive great 
moments, big plays and seasons past. Now you can find 
everything you've ever wanted, instantly, right at your fingertips! 


Each CD-ROM disc (for Windows or Mac) contains hundreds of 
photos, thousands of statistics and facts and over 30 minutes of 
video action. You can easily access player and coach profiles, fight 
songs, the marching band, cheerleaders, a time line, a trivia game 
and much more! 


Available for $59.95 each, Stella's sports discs are truly 
incredible. They're info-entertainment spectaculars for sports fans 
of all ages. And Stella's offering a special introductory instant $10 
rebate on each disc you purchase, so you'd better act now! Each — 
disc offers an exciting and enjoyable multimedia experience on 
your favorite team. So if you're a college sports fan or know 

someone who is, use the order form below or call 1-800 SPORT- 
19 (1-800-776-7819). 


(Stella Interactive will release other college football 
; and basketball CD-ROMs soon. 
Please call to ask about your favorite team!) 


ORDER YouR COLLEGE FooTBALL Series CD-ROM TODAY AND GET AN “INSTANT $10 OFF” 
EACH LIMITED COLLECTIOR’S DISC YoU BUY. CALL 1-800-SPORT-19 FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


Team Qty | Win/Mac Price Total 
Notre Dame $9.95/ $49.95 


Name 

Michigan 
Address City State ZipCode | Florda State 
ViSA/Master Card # Expiration date 

Ohio State 
Signature Phone Number | Penn State 


Subtotal 
Check or money orders accepted! $59.95 each - $10 rebate + shipping and handing * eside 
SH charges: $4.95 first disc; $2.50 each additional disc Stella Interactive pacer bce 
Phone orders: Please have ctedit card information handy. Expect 5-10 day delivery on most orders. aoe ees ey) 


2185 Fara ., Ste 
Mail orders: Please print and fill out order form completely. Credit card orders must include phone eat fee, Ste. 200 Shipping & Handling 
numbers. Expect 5-10 day delivery on most orders. (Three weeks with personal checks.) Carisbad, CA 92008 


Discount offer expires October 1, 1995. Dept.TSN TOTAL 


1995 COLLEGE FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 


Openers 5 


Check out our initial offerings 


Caught on the Fly 7 


Yo, out there: Playoff’s a-comin’ 


Scouting the Nation 
Keep an eye on these players, 


and whatnot 8 


1 Want You 


Florida State Coach Bobby Bowden 
usually gets his man in a tense hunt 


for talent 14 


Now It’s My Turn 

An exodus of top under 
gives “anonymous” young 
golden opportunity to make 


for themselves in 1995 22 


Bands, Revelry, Friendship ... 
oh, yeah, and FOOTBALL 


Fans from throughout the U.S. let the 
good times roll when Grambling and 
Southern clash in the Bayou Classic =. DQ 


Once a Trojan, Always a Trojan 
From ballboy to star wideout, 
Keyshawn Johnson's US 


EyS son's USC roots run 
deep 34 


Setting an All- ‘America Pace 
Ohio State’s Orlando Pa 
off great block(ers) of 


could be best ever 36 


Another Round of Bruschi 
Facing Arizona's sackmeister is a 


sobering thought for foes 38 
All-America Rankings 

Who are the nation’s top players? 40 
One Tough Bird 


High-flying Jeremy Asher helps 
Oregon shed image of sitting ducks = 4D, 


Hippo Ballerinas 
When it comes to measuring and 


comparing offensive lines, Penn 
State 


nimble unit appears to be a 
different animal 44 


The Long and Short of it 


As Steve Taneyhill matures, he 
finds he gets in the hair of foes 
(and not of staff and teammates) 46 


The Top 25 


PORTING NEWS picks 
Teese ROM oe He peeseeson Nee 49 


Requiem for a Former Heavyweight 


oe 


The storied Southwest Confere 
goes down for the count, but it 56 


leaves a Texas-tall legacy 


Hope on the Bayou 
The arrival of super recruit Kevin 
Faulk has LSU fans thinking big 


Recruiting Info 


Just Two of the Guys 

Don't tell Trey Woods and 
DaWuan Miller they're different 
from any other football player 
Division I-AA All-America 


Rankings, Top 20 


Scouting Division Il 
Scouting Division II 
Week-by-Week Schedules 
Index of Teams 

Dave Kindred column 


Youngstown State’s Jim Tressel rules 
domain in Ohio—and I-AA aswell 192 


A Boise State cornerback DaWuan Miller 
) doesn't let his handicap bother him. 
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CONFERENCE 
PREVIEWS 


DIVISION I-A 
Atlantic Coast 
Big East 
Big Eight . . 
Big Ten... 
Big West 
Independents . 
Mid-American . 
Pacific-10 .... 
Southeastern . 
Southwest . . vee 
Western Athletic ..... 114 


DIVISION I-AA 

Big Sky 150 
Gateway 152 
Independents . “to. 
Ivy League ......... 154 
Metro Atlantic Athletic 156 
Mid-Eastern Athletic . 158 


Ohio Valley ...... «160 
Patriot League ....... 162 
Pioneer rie eee 164 
Southern . » 166 
Southland . . 168 
Southwestern Athletic 170 
NONKGS. ses sary terns 172 
PHOTO CREDITS FOR 


REGIONAL COVERS 


Earl CampbelSWC inset (by Mike 
Smith); Stephon Davis (by Bruce L, 
Schwartzman): Eric Dickerson/SWC 
insot (from TSN files); Warrick Dunn 
(by Bruce L. Schwartzman); Bobby 
Engram (by Bruce L. Schwartzman); 
Tommie Frazier (by Tom DiPace); 
Keyshawn Johnson (by John 
Williamson); Bobby Layne/SWC inset 
(rom TSN files); Peyton Manning (by 
Jonathan DanieV/Alisport); Derrick 
Mayes (by David Durochik); Steve 
Tanoyhil (by Jamie Francis! The 
State of Columbia, S.C.); Amari 
Toomer (by Bruce L. Schwartzman); 
Doak Walker (trom TSN files). 


‘Audit 
Bureau of 
Circulations 


Letter from the Managing Editor 


suppose an explanation is in order, 
At this time last y ‘Tue SportiNG News was touting Notre Dame as the 
No. 1 team in its preseason national poll. Needless to say, we missed—badly. 
‘The Fighting Irish concluded a 6-5-1 season with a 41-24 whuppin’ by Colorado 
in the Fiesta Bowl. For once, they lived up (down?) to Coach Lou Holtz’s poor- 
mouthing. The teams we should have been touting—Nebraska and Penn State— 
had been ranked fifth and eighth, respectively, in our preseason poll. That wasn't 
too far off (unlike Notre Dame). 
All of which brings up the obvious question: How do we produce this poll in the 
first place? (Or, for those with a bit less tact: What genius picked Notre Dame?) 
Well, as much as we'd like to scatter the blame, we can't. Ultimately, we editors 
pick ‘em. 
We start by a: 


‘ing our conference preview writers to send us their thoughts on 


the teams in their league. We used to poll our correspondents on the Top 25, too, 
but the results tended to show some regional bias and so we now ask for input only 


on their areas of expertise. Using the conferen: 
poll our editorial staff and such contributors as Ivan Maisel, TSN’s college football 
columnist, on the top teams in the nation, Then we discuss the results, particular- 
ly the top candidates for No, 1 and the teams that received widely divergent rank- 
ings. After much thoughtful debate (and some name-calling and arm-twisting), the 
dust settles and we map out our Top 25. And this year, for the first time, we ranked 
all the Division A teams. Why go just halfway out on a limb when you can swing 
wildly from the end of it? 

Besides, we usually do pretty well, In 1998, we had Florida State as our pre: 
son No, 1 team and the Seminoles won it all, We pegged Miami No, 1 the y 
before, and the Hurricanes were third in the final polls; national champ Alabama 
had been our ninth-ranked team, We picked Florida State in 1991, when the 
Seminoles finished fourth and there was a split national champion—Miami (our 
preseason No, 2 team) and Was! ington (No, 7), We're generally in the ballpark, 
i all you can hope for when you're making predictions five months before 
son starts. 

So, take the predictions for what they're worth, We take this seriously, as we 
know our readers do, but this isn’t nee, (If it were, we'd be in Vegas making 
our fortunes.) Our predictions are the product of lots of thought and expertise, but 
in the final analysis, we're guessing. 

‘That said, you Te: ns are welcome to get excited about being our No, 
1 pick this year. Florida, Nebraska and Florida State have better teams, but they 
don’t have the Aggies’ creampuff Southwest Conference schedule. If they beat 
Colorado on the road in September, the Aggies face the path of least resistance to 
the Fiesta Bowl and a national championship. 

In Division I-AA, we like Boise State. Or, I should say, Carl Dubois of the Lake 
Charles (La.) American Press likes Boise State, Dubois is a LAA expert. We're not. 
Don't pretend to be. There aren't enough games on TV for anyone to be a AA 
guru unless you're out there covering that level of football every week, Dubois, 
who covers MeNeese State, has been doing it for 10 years and has a good network 
of information sources, So, we'll leave the business of AA prognostication up to 
him. Dubois replaces Jeff D'Alessio, who has left the Charleston (W.Va.) Daily Mait 
and the AA beat after serving as our I-AA correspondent the past three years, 
We're similarly dependent upon Jerry Felts of the Florence (Ala.) TimesDaily for 
wisdom on Divisions II and IIL. And we trust all of our conference preview writers 
to provide the best possible insight into each league. We edit their prose and we 
may tinker with their predictions, but, hey, we hired them for a reason—they're 
informed. 

OK, now that you know all about the way we do business here at THE SPORTING 
News, we'd like some input from you. Please take a few moments to complete the 
survey on pages 3 and 4, Your responses will help us better understand what you 
want to read in the College Football Yearbook. We also value your comments, both 
positive and negative, via mail or fax. You can write us at The Sporting News 
College Football Yearbook, 1212 N. Lindbergh Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63132, fax us 
at 314-993-7723, or e-mail us at tsnmail@aol.con 

Even if you want to complain about our pred 


hy AAtazécl— 


Mike Nahrstedt 


predictions as a starting point, we 


ions. 
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COLLEGE 


BALL SURVEY 


Sporting News weekly magazine. We also want to know more about our readers so that this 


| he Sporting News wants to hear your opinions on college football, this Yearbook and The 


Yearbook can best meet your needs in the years ahead. Please answer the questions in the fol- 
lowing short survey and return it to the address given at the bottom of the page. Look for survey 
results in an upcoming issue of The Sporting News. 


All completed surveys received by October 1, 1995 will be entered in a drawing 
for a $100 gift certificate for sports apparel from Manny's 1-800-PRO-TEAM, 
+ Or one of 25 T-shirts from The Sporting News. + 


1. Do you favor a playoff to determine college football's 
Division I-A national champion? Yes No 


14. if yes, how many teams should be involved? 
)2 4 8 16 


2. Would you like to see more bow! games created? 
Yes No 


4, Which Top 25 poll do you think is more accurate — the 
one voted on by the media (Associated Press) or the one 
voted on by the coaches (CNN/USA Today)? 

O AP O CNN/USA Today Neither 


4. Do you believe freshmen should be eligible for varsity 
competition? Yes No 


5. Do you believe that the current freshman-eligibility 
requirements are.. 
© too harsh O too relaxed 


) just fine 


B, should players who transfer from one Division I-A pro- 
gram to another be required to sit out one y 
OYes ONo 


7, should college athletes be paid? Yes ONo 

B. Do you believe that the Heisman Trophy is usually 

awarded to the best college football player in the cou 
> Yes 


9, What is your preseason prediction of the following: 
ion I-A national champion 

sman Trophy winner 

Coach of the year 
Strongest Division I-A conference 


10. what is your favorite college football team? 


11. Have you ever watched a college football game on 


pay-per-view? Yes ONo 
12. Have you ever watched any sporting event on 
pay-per-view? Yes ONo 


18. How many college football games do you attend in a 
season? 0 12 3.5 
6-8 8-12 over 12 


4. Is your favorite 
sports outside your local market? 


n in any of the four professional 
OYes ONo 


15. If we could devote more or less space to certain sec- 
tions (without changing the overall number of pages), how 
would you like to see that space used? 


Fewer Perfect 
pages as is 


More 
pages 
Feature articles on players, issues, etc. 
Conference previews 

Scouting the nation and conferences 
Predictions (conference races, All- 
America teams, etc.) 


1B. Would you like to see more coverage of Divisions 
and 111? O Yes ONo 


17. Woutd you like to see some coverage of NAIA 
football? O Yes ONo 


1B. would you like to see more cove 
recruiting? 


age of high school 
OYes ONo 


19. Anything else we should change to improve The 
Sporting News College Football Yearbook? 


The Sporting News 1995 College Football Yearbook 


Please turn the page =~ 


20. How often do you refer to The Sporting News College 
Football Yearbook throughout the season? ~—_ © weekly 
O monthly © constantly 


21. How many other people read your copy of The 


Sporting News College Football Yearbook? 
O1 O2 O3 O4 
O5 O610 O15 © more than 15 


22. What factors influenced you to buy The Sporting 
News College Football Yearbook? © editorial content 
O graphic presentation Ocover O price 

© name recognition 


23. Which other Yearbooks from The Sporting News do 
you read or look through? (Check all that apply.) 


O pro football O pro basketball 

O fantasy football © college basketball 
O baseball O hockey 

© fantasy baseball 


24, If it were possible to buy all eight of The Sporting 
News Yearbooks on a subscription basis, would you 
do so? OYes ONo 


2. Do you read Yearbooks from other companies? 
OYes ONo 


258. if yes, which ones? © Athlon © Lindy's 
© Street & Smith’s © College Sports 
© College Football Scene © College Preview 


© Other 


2B. Do you read The Sporting News weekly magazine? 


OYes ONo 
26a. If yes, are you a subscriber? OYes ONo 
27. Do you play sports? O Yes ONo 
28. Do you play organized baseball or softball? 

OYes ONo 
28, what other sports do you follow? 

O pro football O soccer 

© major league baseball © golf 

O minor league baseball © tennis 

O college baseball O boxing 

O pro basketball O auto racing 
O college basketball O other (s) 
O hockey 


30. Have you ever purchased something through the mail? 
OYes ONo 


a1. Do you own a personal computer? O Yes ONo 


22. Do you currently subscribe to an on-line service? 
OYes ONo 


33. Do you play in a Rotisserie or other fantasy league? 

O Yes O No 
984. if yes, which sports? © baseball © football 
O basketball © hockey 


34. Do you collect trading cards? = © Yes. ONo 


B44. Ir yes, which sports? © baseball © football 
© basketball O hockey © other 


05. Where do you purchase them? © memorabilia store 
O convenience store © supermarket O mass merchan- 
diser (K-Mart, Bradlees, etc.) © other 


36. Do you wear merchandise featuring your teams’ 
logos? OYes ONo 


a7. How much do you spend a year on sporting goods 
(clothes and equipment)? © under $100 
© $100 t0 $250 © over $250 


a8. Do you consider brand names in your purchasing 
decisions? OYes ONo 


39. Please check the category that includes your age. 


O Under 18 © 25-29 O 35-44 O 55-64 
© 18-24 © 30-34 O 45-54 O Over 64 
40. Are you... © male? O female? 

MN. Are you... © married? O single? 


42, Did you attend or graduate from college? 
OYes ONo 


43, Which of the following categories contains your 
approximate total household income, before taxes, for 
1995? (Please include total earnings for all members of 
your household from all sources.) 

© Under $20,000 O $50,000 - $74,999 

© $20,000 - $29,999 © $75,000 - $99,999 

O $30,000 - $39,999 © $100,000 - $199,999 

O $40,000 - $49,999 © Over $200,000 


SS 
This portion is for our records and will be kept CONFIDENTIAL and separate from your sports poll answers. 


Please fill in the following information: 
Name 

Address 
City 


State__________—s Zip Code 


Please return the survey to: +The Sporting News Yearbook Survey 


P.O. Box 1040 
Millburn, NJ 07041 
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WHERE WERE YOU 
IN 1941? 


Records are made to be broken, but it 
isn't likely anyone will break Eddie 
Robinson's victory standard. 

When Grambling wins its third game this 
season, it'll be the 400th victory of 
Robinson's storied career. Thanks to impa- 
tient alumni who desire instant gratifica- 
tion, it's safe to say no football coach will 
eclipse Robinson's victory total. 

The magnitude of his tenure is mind-bog- 


Florida State's Bobby Bowden needs one 
victory to reach the 250 career mark. To 
catch Robinson, Bowden needs to average 
about 10 wins in each of the next 15 sea- 
sons. But that means Saint Bobby will have 
to coach until he’s 80. That's not likely. 
Penn State’s Joe Paterno is the win- 
ningest active coach in the A ranks. The 
Nittany Lions’ sixth win in 1995 will be the 
275th of Paterno’s career. But if Robinson 
never wins another game and Paterno con- 
tinues to coach and win, the Penn State leg- 
end will have to average at least 11 victories 
in each of the next 12 seasons to 


gling. Robinson was 22 when he arrived in 
Grambling, La., to take over the school’s 
football program. That was in 1941, the year 
he graduated from the now-defunct Leland 
College in Louisiana. Robinson was 3-5 in 
his first season at Grambling, when the 
school was called the Colored Industrial 
and Agricultural Institution of Lincoln 
Parish. Shortly after Robinson's first cam- 
paign ended, the United States was plunged 
into World War II after the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor. 

Yes, it's been that long since Robinson 
assumed command at Grambling. 
fty-two seasons later (Grambling didn’t 
field teams in 1943 and ‘44 because of the 
war), Robinson, 76, still is prowling the 
sidelines for the G-Men. And it’s safe to say 
he has changed college football through 
the force of his personality. 

Robinson isn’t the only coach who figures 
to achieve a milestone win this season. 


Eddie Robinson will have a reason to smile after he nets the 
400th victory of his career. With three Grambling wins this 
‘season, Robinson will reach the unprecedented mark. 


reach 400. Don't count on it, con- 
| sidering Joe Pa would have to don 
| his flood pants and black cleats 
until he’s 80. @ 


BEST OF THE BEST 


Let the All-America hype begin. 
And what better place to look for a 
sure bet for All-America honors in 
1995 than Notre Dame, which in 
1994 had an NCAA Division LA 
selection for the eighth 
consecutive season (the nation’s 
longest current y 

Last year, defensive back Bobby 
Taylor became the 77th different 
Fighting Irish player to win the 
consensus accolade, a designation 
computed by the NCAA and now 
based on a majority of votes from 
seven major All-America teams, 
including THE Sportinc News 
ool has had more 
honored. All told, 

‘ish players have accounted for 
93. con: AllAmericas, with 
Notre Dame boasting 16 two-time 

éwinners, ranging from Frank 
Carideo in 1929 and 1930 to Aaron 
Taylor in 1992 and 1993. 

One univer: 
more consi 
selections overall in Division LA— 

ite the fact that school hasn't 
had an honoree in 50 years. Say 
what? It’s true. No. 1 in total consensus All- 
America players with an even 100 (from 69 
players) is Yale, a powerhouse in college 
football's formative years and an institution 
now competing in the FAA ranks. Yale's 
1900 team, which compiled a 12-0 record, 
had seven consensus picks. Of course, 
there weren't all that many schools playing 
big-time intercollegiate football in those 
days. The Bulldogs’ last Division LA selec- 
tion? End Paul Walker, in 1944. 
After Notre Dame's 93, current IA 
schools with the highest totals of consen- 
sus choices are Michigan, 65; Southern 
California, 59; Ohio State, 55; Oklahoma, 
52; Pittsburgh, 46; Nebraska, 42; Army, 37; 
Alabama, 36; and Texas, 32. # 


YOU GOTTA MOVE 


Don't look now but Lou Saban—whose 
picture should be next to the definition of 


“peripatetic” in the dictionary—is back in 
coaching. 

Saban, who will turn 74 in October, was 
hired in September 1994 to start a football 
program at Alfred (N.Y) State College, a 
junior college about two hours southeast of 
Buffalo and 15 miles north of the 
Pennsylvania border. 

Saban’s son, Tom, was interviewing for a 
vice president's job at the school when it 
was mentioned that a football program was 
to be started. Tom told his father, who called 
the school and eventually was offered the 
job. (Tom, by the way, did not get the job he 
interviewed for.) Saban also will help the 
school in its fund-raising ventures. The 
decision to field a football team was made in 
part for monetary reasons, and it has paid 
off: Applications to the school are up 15 per- 
cent. 

Saban has coached (take a breath here— 
this will take awhile) Case Institute, 
Northwestern, Western Illinois, the Boston 
Patriots, Buffalo Bills, Maryland, the 
Denver Broncos, the Bills again, the 
University of Miami (where he recruited 
Jim Kelly), Army, Central Florida, Peru 
(Neb.) State, various high schools in 
Florida and in the Arena League. He also 
has been an assistant at various stops since 


Lou Saban, who coaches Alfred (N.Y.) State 
College, didn't like being called a peripatetic 
coach early in his career. Now he doesn't mind. 


his coaching career began in 1950. In addi- 
tion, he has been an insurance agent, an 
athletic director (at Cincinnati—for all of 19 
days—and Miami), an executive with the 
New York Yankees and an executive at 
Tampa Downs race track. 

At the news conference announcing his 
hiring, Saban—who will be paid $55,000— 
joked about his past. “I have been known as 
a peripatetic coach,” he said. “The first time 
I was called that, I thought it was a dirty 
word. I looked it up in the dictionary and 
found it meant I moved around a lot.” 


Continued 
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About 200 players have indicated an 
interest in Alfred State football; the team 
likely will have about 80 non-scholarship 
players. The team will play its home games 
across the street from campus, at Division 
Il Alfred University’s field. Alfred State 
opens its season September 9 against 
Lackawanna (Pa.) Junior College. We 
assume Saban will be there, but given his 
nomadic ways, who can be sure? 


BIG AND SMALL 


Mike Rockwood, an offensive tackle at 
the University of Nevada, is a big guy. 

Yeah, we know most offensive linemen 
are “big guys.” But not as big as Rockwood, 
who is 7-foot and 310 pounds. Rockwood is 
believed to be the tallest player in college 


each school wins its conference, they would 
meet in the Las Vegas Bowl. # 


BOOK IT 


The 1994 Wisconsin media guide lists 
favorite Badger vacation spots. A section in 
the Florida State guide is tabbed with a 
Warrick Dunn action cutout. And in the 
Notre Dame guide, you can read personali- 
ty questionnaires to learn that guard Dusty 
Zeigler thinks playing college football is 
harder than it seems because the mandato- 
ry butt pad is cumbersome. 

Welcome to the world of college football 
media guides. Back in the 1950s, a media 
guide was a mimeographed brochure that 
gave the nuts and bolts of a team. Today's 
guide rivals a metropolitan phone book in 
size and can take around six 


aon 


It's no tall tale that offensive tackle Mike Rockwood Is 7 feet tall. 
Just ask Nevada Coach Chris Ault and quarterback Mike Maxwell. 


football history. 

Rockwood has the talent to go along with 
his size. He was a first-team All-Big West 
Conference performer last year and should 
repeat this season. Rockwood, from 
Riverside, Calif, transferred to Nevada last 
year from Riverside City College and start- 
ed all 11 games for the Wolf Pack. 
Rockwood is not other-worldly strong, but 
he does squat 455 pounds, pretty amazing 
for a guy that tall. 

Rockwood’s counterpart in some ways is 
Eastern Michigan wide receiver Steve 
Clay—all 5-5 and 145 pounds of him. 

Clay, a senior from Cincinnati, caught a 
school-record 46 passes for 589 yards and 
six touchdowns last season, when he was a 
second-team All-Mid-American Conference 
selection. In addition, Clay is one of the 
leading return men in the country. Last sea- 
son, he led Division LA in punt returns, 
averaging 19.9 yards (14 returns for 278 
yards and one touchdown). He also aver- 
aged 21.7 yards on 30 kickoff returns. 

And, yes, there is a chance for the big 
guy and the litle guy to get together. If 


weeks to produce. The 1979 
Notre Dame guide was 96 
pages; the 1994 edition had 
39: 


Nebraska Associate Athletic 
Director Don Bryant, who 
was the school’s sports infor- 
mation director for 31 years, 
has been an eyewitn to 
this evolution. Bryant’s com- 
memorative color section on 
the 1970 national champi- 
onship team helped propel 
the media guide into new 
markets. 

“There became a demand 
for it,” Bryant said. “Fans 
wanted it. The books are still 
designed for the media, but 
they are also used for mar- 
ig and fund-raising as 


well. 

Nebraska printed 22,000 
1994 football 
guide, selling about 10,000 
(at $10 apiece) to fans. 

Since the NCAA banned 
separate recruiting guides, 
the media guide is about the 
only publication a school can 
give a recruit. “Now you load 
up the guides with informa- 
tion to appeal to recruits,” Bryant said. 

To keep costs down, the NCAA has 
banned color on inside pages. The schools 
with the wherewithal, though, find other 
ways to get a recruit’s attention. Some have 
even used outside graphic firms to help 
design their guides. 

“It almost becomes a contest to see who 
can out-do the other one,” said Bob 
Brendel, sports information director at 
Missouri. “But what | tell our coaches is 
that if a kid picks a school just because of 
the media guide, then that’s probably not 
the kind of kid you want anyway."@ 


MAJORING IN MARKETING 


Hey, you may say you're a Florida fan, but 
if you don't have Gator barbecue sauce, 
well, are you really? 

It’s true: You can buy Gator barbecue 
sauce, as well as Gator cologne, Gator sun- 
tan lotion, Gator liquid soap, even Gator toe- 
nail clippers. Not to mention Gator shorts, 
‘T-shirts and sweatshirts. (Actually, you can 
buy these types of merchandise associated 
with a number of schools.) 
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Yes, the marketing of college sports is a 
big deal: About $2.5 billion of li cok 
lege merchandise was sold in 1994, 

Collegiate Licensing, an Atlanta company 
started in 1983 by former Tennessee foot- 
ball coach Bill Battle, is the nation’s largest 
college licensing firm, representing 147 
universities, conferences and bowl games. 
The company, with it ff of about 50 
licensing agents, deals with dozens of man- 
ufacturers to make products bearing a uni- 
versity’s logo and/or name. 

Manufacturers pay a percentage of their 
sales—reportedly between 6 and 10 per- 
cent—to Collegiate Licensing, which takes 
its cut and passes along the rest to the 
member school, 

A number of bigtime schools license 
themselves independently, including Notre 
Dame, Florida and UCLA. Notre Dame is 
the licensing king, reportedly collecting 
about $8 million in 1994, Exact figures are 
unavailable. Among Collegiate Licensing 
clients, Michigan is No. 1, also making 
more than $5 million a year, Florida State is 
No. 2, reportedly collecting more than $2.5 
million in royalties, 

The rest of Colles 
North Carolina, 
Alabama, Georgetown, 
consin and Arkansas, # 


DOWN AND OUT PATTERNS 


* Some people have trouble separating 
fact from fiction. Just ask the sports infor- 
mation department at Alabama, which we 
flooded with requests for information about 
Forrest Gump, who was, of course, a fic- 
tional character. The Oscar-winning 
Forrest Gump was about a... uh. . . slow- 
witted guy who, among other things, played 
football at Alabama. We can only hope that 
no one calls the Alabama S.L.D. folks seek- 
ing information about the submariners por- 
trayed in the movie Crimson Tide. (An 
aside: Gump wore No. 44 while he was at 
Alabama. The person who actually wore 44 
during 1961-64 is Florida State defensive 
coordinator Mickey Andrews.) 

* Seven teams will pass the 1,000-game 
plateau this season—Kansas, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Missouri, Ohio State, Vanderbilt 
and West Virginia. Ten schools already 
have played 1,000 games, headed by 
Rutgers (1,064). Kentucky reaches the 
1,000 mark against Vanderbilt (coinciden- 
tally, that will be the Commodores’ 999th 
game; Vandy reaches 1,000 the next week 
against Louisiana Tech). Ohio State re: 
es 1,000 in its regular- n finale against 
Michigan; the Wolverines (1,029) have 
played the third-most games in history, 
behind Rutgers and Navy (1,039). 

* You have to pity Northwestern State 
Coach Sam Goodwin and his staff. There 
ets of identical twins playing for 
. Jody and Joel Ferguson start 
at right guard and right tackle, respectively, 
and Terry and Teryl Williamson are 
reserves at fullback and defensive back, 
respectively. 

* Running back Marquette Smith was the 
national high school player of the year in 
1990 at Lake Howell High in the Orlando 
suburb of Casselberry. Amid much fanfare, 
Smith signed with Florida State. But things 
didn’t work out for Smith in Tallahassee 


and he transferred to Division I-AA Central 
Florida, in Orlando, before la ‘ason, 
Smith, who ran for 1,058 yards for the 
Knights last year, gets a chance to meet his 
old mates on September 23, when FSU 
hosts UCK. FSU isn’t the only Division I-A 
power playing a LAA s on. 
s eing- 
played? For-monetary-reasons” mismatch- 
es: William & Mary at Virginia on 
September 2, Florida A&M at Miami on 
September 9, UT-Chattanooga at Auburn 
on September 9, and Middle Tenne 
State at Tex: ¢M on November 18. 

° tt 's s doubtful you've heard of Washington 


316 yar ‘ 
But while Thomas’ on-field exploits pens 
in the unsung category, his off-field exploits 
are those of an All-Amet 
dyslexia, which impairs the ability to reat. 
Yet he ha it ct him in the class 
room. He graduated in May in four years 
with a degree in history (his GPA was about 
3.0). He will use his fifth year of eligibility in 
the fall, when he begins work on a second 
degree, this in sociology. In addition to his 
schoolwork and football, Thomas has a wife 
and a young daughter. He also found time to 
develop—along with two former Huskies 
teammates—a race-relations curriculum for 
students in junior and senior high, And he 
has been a volunteer at a Seattle-area ortho- 
pedics hospital for children and is involved 
in a campus group that tries to bridge racial 
barriers. @ 


BITTERSWEET MEMORIES 


Autumn. A time for revelry. 
The pageantry of college football. Crisp 


ching bands. Campuses brimming with 
excitement. Go out and win one for ol State U. 

Usually, looking back is almost as much 
fun as partaking in the present. 

Remember "90, when we rallied in the 
final minute to beat top-ranked Tech? Or 
"84, when we won the homecoming game 
on the field goal that bounded over the 
crossbar? Or the ‘77 conference title game, 
when we intercepted a t the goal line 
as the gun went off? And how about that 
game back in the '40s, the one the really old 
alums are always bringing up, when s 
dents decorated the train to Ann Arbor in 
school colors and stole the opposition’s 
mascot? 

Autumn. Ah, the memories. 

‘This fall, though, looking ba 


wrenching. Incredibly, 25 years have pi 
since the most somber son in college 
football history. It i weeks 


apart, that plane cras involving the 
Wichita State and Marshall football pro- 
grams killed a total of 106 persons (including 
51 players). On October 2, one of two planes 
transporting the Wichita State $ toa 
game at Utah State crashed in the Colorado 
Rockies, killing the school’s coach, athletic 
director and 14 players; on November 14, 
the entire 37- all Thundering 
Herd traveling roster died when the Herd's 
plane crashed near the Huntington, W.Va., 
airport runway as the team returned from a 
game at East Carolina. 
Autumn. A time to reflect. @ 


oe = CAUGHT ON THE FLY 


Shed no tiers for Fly; a Division LA 
playoff’s a-comin’ (because money talks th 
and tradition walks 

@ Fly was thisclose to pickin’ O! SC 
No. 1 goin’ into the season, but then look for a quick turnaround under 
John Robinson told the Spies that he 1 Schnellenberger. He's 54-56-2 
n’ (his term, not ) of ve his nati a hip on 
startin’ the season with Brad Otton and in '83, and he won (count ’em) 
Kyle Wachholtz sharin’ time at QB. Yo, two, three and three in his first thre 
Coach, good or bad, make a choice and t Louisville. Things won't get 
then let the talent do the work all the in the Big 

sadena. Speaking of not winnin’ quickly 
op 5 (Nos. 1 and 2, please enough, Fly hears UTex Coach John 
proceed directly to Tempe): 1. Florida; Mackovie took it especially hard when 

2. TexA&M; 3. FSU; 4. OI SC; 5. tailback Pries 
Nebraska. in spring dri 
@ Tell Fly where you've heard this gettin’ imp 
one before: First words outta Miami the guy to take the defensive pi 
Coach Butch Davis’ mouth (besides, QBs Shea Morenz and James Brown, 
“Who're Jim Tressel and Sonny Now freshman Ricky Williams or JC Al- 
Lubick?") were “We're America Shon Mitchell has 
gonna stop the trash-talk.” step in immediately ... or 
Fly'll believe it when Fly ie, Coach, 
sees (and doesn’t hear) it. @ Fly hears that with 11 
Speaking of Miami, 
say ya can’t 
ignore the ‘Canes, if for no 
other reason than that D, 
but BC's thisclose to 
catchin’ up and passin’ 
Miami (and there’s two 
words you won't see used 
in the same sentence as 
long as Ryan Collins is 
under center). This here 
program's on the ropes, 
and as one former 
Miamian used to say 
“Mmmmmhow sweet 

ies say Illinois LB Simeon 
he obligatory defensive candi- 
date for this season's Hypesman Trophy, 
but the real overstatements are gonna 
be reserved for legit candidates like 
TexA&M TB Leeland McElroy, FSU 
QB Danny Kanell, Nebra 
Tommie Frazier and Florida 
Danny Wuerffel (Fly's pre 

@ Fiy can't decide which 
come addition to the Big Eight: grass at 
Faurot Field or Rick Neuhei: 

B Hey-yo, Fly can’t help but be 
impressed by the good-hands people 
Gary Moeller’s put together up Ann 
Arbor way, but then has to ask: Coach, 
who's gonna get the ball to ‘em? 

@ They can talk about wide-open 
competition, but when the time comes to 
trust NU and Dr. Tom, Fr | be the 
quarterback and Brook Berringer can and, hold everything, most equally 
pot on the sideline. inexperienced offensive line 
aking of Nebraska, when the a ally, things've been quiet (too 

"Huskers did their off-season testin’, real- quiet for in’) in South Bend, but 
ly, really, really Big Red guard Aaron ies say Notre Dame's nec deep 
‘Taylor recorded a 29'inch vertical jump ich to an attacl 

and defensive tackle Christian Peter even starters from 
went 36%. Fly's not sure how that applies last season, which in Fly’s mind 

to protectin’ Frazier or rushin’ opposing for a bad combo on 
QBs, but the thought of guys that siz nexperienced players 
with that kinda ups is ... sc-c-cary, learnin’ a new scheme. # 


@ Paul Pasqualo 
seal? 


tes to break it to Sooners 
ly loves to break it), but don't 


that means the Nittany wits'l 
tle for 11-1 or 10-2 outta 
team, P-ppre 


feel good story of las 


“4 And if that wasnt 
New Miami Coach Butch Davis 


promises less talk from his 
players. We'll wait and see. 


the ee (but 
not the only) re Ason: “Brian Burgdorf, 
even if he has four receivers to throw to, 
ain't Jay Barker, (And it doesn’t help that. 
2 Tuscaloosa PD. was in charge of the. 


didn't you used to be the 
so bad for this here 


about the end of the WAC: 
(which is barely 
age that warms C 
BYU begins the season with an inexperi- 
enced QB (JC transfer Steve Sarkisian) 
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SCOUTING 


Ivan 
MAISEL 


elcome to 1995, the season 
that can’t end soon enough. 
Not one kick has gone off, not 
one cheerleader has been 
tossed sky high and ady the collective 
toes of college football are tapping. Next 
year will be the year of the Big 12, the 
expanded Western Athletic Conference and 
Conference USA, which should be the 
favorite of a certain newspaper. College 
football will be on every network except 


c son looks to be a 
lame duck, lamer than a Democrat in the 
US. Senate, lamer than a Northwestern 
Purdue game in mid-November. The entire 
nation has a of attention-deficit disor- 
der. The Conference has been 
hoot, even the people 


er, Kyle 
time we checked, caretake 
ies looking pretty. 


s keep cemeter- 


aid former SWC com- 
ioner Steve Hatchell. “It’s clear there's 
xcitement,” said Hatchell, who will be 
commissioner of the Big 12. “Talk to coach- 
es, players, of —people are gearing up 
for the I 
The SWC will conclude its football bust 
ness December 2, when Texas vi 
A&M. The Big Eight already sounds under- 
sized, Besides, the only familiar face in the 
conference belongs to Nebraska boss Tom 
Osborne, The league has four new coach 
is season and four new teams next sea- 
son, Can't wait to see what they do in 1997, 
No league will have changed more from 
January to $ 
and all becaus 
walk through an escape 
contract at Colorado. Th 
Neuheisel over three other S 
of whom, Bob Simmons, received » much 
publicity for not getting the job that he 
came to the attention of Oklahoma State, 
which hired him to replace Pat Jones. 
Another finalist, defensive coordinator 
Mike Hankwitz, left the Buffaloes to work 
for Glen Mason at Kan 
“The final Big 
most memorable, 


on may be the 
is State Coach 


%, 


Not too many quarterbacks out there have accomplished a whole lot, but Nebraska's Tommie Frazier 
surely has—even if his meaningful time on the field last season amounted to a mere 15 minutes. 


Bill Snyder, who along with Osborne and 
Mason are the only league coaches with 
more than one year of Big Eight experi- 
ence. “It is my hope that it is a great final 
season for the entire conference. What a 
great history it has had.” 

‘The names that dominated college foot- 
ball last season have disappeared. The 
Heisman Trophy winner, Colorado's 
Rashaan Salaam, left early. So did the 
Lombardi Award winner, Miami's Warren 
Sapp. The NFL picked 10 quarterbacks in 
the first four rounds. Other than 
Nebraska's Tommie Frazier, who played 15 
meaningful minutes last season, is there a 
quarterback out there who has actually 
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done something? 

All of which means, of course, that two 
weeks after the n starts you will 
become familiar with a whole new cast of 
stars, and some heretofore anonymous. 
young men will be big names by the time 
you carve the Thanks; 
an eye on Leeland Mi 
A&M tailback, but be qui 
Reacquaint yourself with Tedy Bruschi, the 
Arizona defensive end. Say hello to the 
Danny Boys, Wuerffel of Florida and Kanell 
of Florida State. Washington wants you to 
know quarterback Damon Huard. 

And there are dozens of others. All of this 
hand-wringing will cease the last weekend 


ire be Le Ol be 


At first glance, 1995 season 
seems like a lame-duck year 
—but take another look 


in August. On Saturday, September 2, when 
the majority of Division LA begins the 
127th season of college football, new 
heroes will emerge, new powerhouses will 
power and old foes will stare each other 
down again. But even if this season never 
engulfs you in hysteria, hang in there 
through the bowl games. As a preview of 
the new, improved version of college foot- 
ball, on January 2, 1996, the Bowl Alliance 
and the Fiesta Bowl are promising a No. 1 
vs. No. 2 matchup, exclusive of the Big Ten 
and Pacific-10 champions, who manage to 
exclude themselves most of the time any- 
way. 


WE'RE GETTING CLOSER 


The Bowl Coalition is gone, choked to 
death on its own red tape. Now there is 
the Bowl Alliance, which actually is easier 
to understand. Quirks remain, chief 
among them that the Pacific-10 and Big 
Ten conferences will continue football's 
version of the Flat Earth Society, the Rose 
Bowl. 

Now that Penn State has been denied a 
chance to play for the national champi- 
onship because of the Big Ten’s commit- 
ment to Pasadena, there appears to be a 
crack in the once-solid belief that the Rose 
Bow1 is best and everything else is not. 

Conferences committing their champi- 
ons to specific bowls is what made the 
postseason the object of ridicule in recent 
years. The major I-A conferences not 
involved with the Rose Bowl banded 
together, selected three bowls and put in 
place a cogent system. The champions of 
the Atlantic Coast, Big Eight, Big East 
and Southeastern conferences, along with 
two at-large teams, will play in the Fiesta, 
Sugar and Orange bowls. Those games 
will alternate the game they host. This 
season, for instance, the Fiesta will get 
the top two choices. The Orange will get 
picks three and five and the Sugar will get 
four and six. 

The games will pay significantly higher 
awards to the participating schools because 
they won't be in competition with one 
another on television. The four- 
will be staged on New Year's Eve. 
three-vs.five game will be played New 
Year's Night, with the national champi- 
onship matchup scheduled for January 2. 
The Fiesta Bowl will pay an astounding $12 
million per team this season, or double the 
Rose Bow!'s payout. It's not a playoff, but 


it's closer than ever. The bowl system 
remains alive, yet reconfigured to make 
more money for everyone participating. 
There's a lot to like about that. 


TOP WHIPPERSNAPPERS 


Five best coaches under 40: 

1. Terry Bowden, Auburn: He has the 
best chance to reach 300 wins. He's got 84 
at age 39. His daddy, who has 249 career 
victories, had 31 at that age. 

2. Rick Neuheisel, Colorado: The 34- 
year-old possesses a mind for offense and 
knows how to communicate it. 

3.Mark Richt, Florida St 
Seminoles’ offensive coordinator 
star at age 35. 

4. Turner Gill, Nebraska: A quarterback 
coach who knows the job, Gill, who turns 
33 in August, has the name to attract coach- 
ing offers. 

5. Ron Cooper, Louisville: An excellent 
motivator who turned Eastern Michigan 
around, the 34-year-old Cooper, who is four 
days younger than Neuheisel and thus the 
youngest Division I-A boss, could sell black 
socks to Joe Paterno. 


SWAN SONG 
These five underclassmen will be playing 
on Sundays in 1996: 


The 
rg 


, Texas A&M junior 
. he may get to the 


NFL by December. 
2. Lawrence Phillips, Nebraska junior 


running back: Hidden behind Frazier for pub- 
licity, but the right people know who he is. 

3. Willie Anderson, Auburn junior 
offensive tackle: At 6-foot-6 and 306 
pounds, Anderson will turn potential into 
proof-positive this season. 

4, Mike Adams, Texas junior wide 
receiver: If he is healthy after a knee injury 
in ‘94, he is gone. 

Lawyer Milloy, Washington junior free 
safety: Plays center field for the Huskies in 
two sports (baseball and football). 


BIGGER, BETTER THINGS 


For the first time in three seasons, two 
veteran coaches left to become coaches in 
the NFL. 

Dennis Erickson returned home by 
accepting the Seattle Seahawks job. The 
word always had been that Rich Brooks 
would go from Oregon to Los Angeles—to 
coach UCLA, not the Rams. He won't be in 


LA. after all, as the Rams have moved to St. 
Louis. 

Anyway, the three years that passed with- 
out anyone making the leap to the pros was 
an anomaly. In the past few years, at least 
one coach per annum had left the college 
ranks for the NFL. Their track records in 
the NFL have been remarkably good. 
Jimmy Johnson won two Super Bowls with 
Dallas and Bobby Ross has lost one with 
San Diego. Dennis Green has led 
Minnesota to a pair of NFC Central titles. 
Jack Pardee took Houston to the playoffs 
four consecutive years before taking them 
apart. Dick MacPherson never had a 
chance at New England, New ownership 
tossed him out after two seasons. 

What does that mean for Erickson and 
Brooks? Not much, other than good coaches 
excel regardless of the level. 


Texas junior Mike Adams is a man to watch on 
Saturdays in '95—and maybe on Sundays in '96. 


IT'S LIKE YOU NEVER LEFT 

‘There are no more “what-ifs” for Auburn, 
Texas A&M and Washington. They are eli- 
gible for bowls again, paroled from the 
NCAA postseason jail that, in the case of the 
first two, had little effect. If anything, the 
Tige better off now than when the 
NCAA gave them a two-year pos! 
bation. Coach Terry Bowden u: 
penalty to great advantage. He foct 
attention of his players inward, be' 
the fact that the rest of the country would 
ignore them. Auburn won 20 consecutive 


are 


Continued 
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games over two seasons without ever reach- 
ing No. 1, which must be some sort of 
record, 

Texas A&M experienced a similar vacu- 
um last season, going 10-0-1 without even a 
mention of No. 1. Twice the Aggies won a 
game but fell in the polls. In fact, they never 
entered the AP Top 5, which must be a 
record for an undefeated team from a eet 
conference. But with a stellar defen 
experienced quarterback in Corey Pallig 
and All-America kick returner/tailback 
Leeland McElroy, Texas A&M should 
no problem gaining recognition ente 
this season. Just check out page 49. 

Washington never regained its balance 
after the NCAA and Pacific-10 Conference 
knocked the Huskies off the map the past 
two seasons. In 1993, the Huskies discov- 
ered anger will work for only so many 
weeks. Fueled by the defiant August resig- 
nation of coach Don James, Washington 
began the seas 
record it repeated last season. Third-year 
Coach Jim Lambright, known as a defen- 
sive whiz, has a in defense, but the 
Huskies allowed 203 rushing yards per 
game last year. Free safety Lawyer Milloy 
is the best in the West. 


HEISMAN FIVE 

Let the hype begin! Following are five 
leading contenders for college football's top 
trophy: 

1. Tommie Frazier, Nebraska 
quarterback: A No. 1 ring and Ame 
heart—there’s only one trophy left to win, 

2. Leeland McElroy, Texas A&! 
tailback: High-profile burner on high-pro- 
file team. 

3. Danny Wuerffel, Florida junior quar- 
terback: Should have the numbers and the 
wins, if Coach Steve Spurrier doesn't yank 
him. 

4, Stephen Davis, Auburn senior tail- 
back: Ten years after Bo, But will Terry 
Bowden pass too much? 

5. Tim Biakabutuka, Michigan junior 
tailback: scat back with a veteran line 
to make holes for him, 


OLD, WISE AND GOOD 


Five best coaches over 60: 

1, Joe Paterno, Penn State: He looks the 
same, but nobody has changed with the 
times better than the 68-year-old. 

2. Eddie Robinson, Grambling: The 76- 
year-old is a great coach and a better man. 

3. Bobby Bowden, Florida State: 
Bowden, 65, ‘on a combined 85 games 
in the past eight seasons 

4, LaVell Edwards, Brigham Young: The 
64-year-old has produced the best group of 
quarterbacks of any school over the past 15 
years. 

5. Joe Moore, Notre Dame offensive 
line: The 63-year-old is one of the best 
teachers on campus. 


BIG MEN ON CAMPUS 

Ten most influential people in college 
football: 

1, Len DeLuca, CBS Sports vice presi- 
dent of programming: His raid of the 
Southeastern Conference from the 
College Football Association TV package 


set off the eruption of change that will take 
place in 1996. 

2, Joe Paterno, Penn State coach: A win- 
ner on the field, the sport’s conscience offit, 

3. Roy Kramer, Southeastern Conference 
commissioner: Shrewd master of the NCAA. 
bureaucracy, ner’s league markets its 
product better than any. 

4, (tie) David Downs/Tony Petitti, ABC 
Th programming entities pos- 
sess everyone's over-the-air rights (except 
Notre Dame) through the end of the sea- 
son. 


Lou Holtz, Notre Dame coach: He 
has the bulliest pulpit. 

7. Gene Corrigan, Atlantic Coast 
Conference commissioner: Invaluable 
current NCAA president, 


experience, 


When it comes to the coaching world's golden oldies, Joe Paterno tops 
the charts. The Penn State coach is a winner and the game's conscience. 


knows everyone, supreme schmoozer, 

8, John Wildhack, ESPN: Programming 
chief of the network where the sport con- 
gregates when the games end Saturday 
night. 

9, Steve Hatchell, Big 12 commissioner: 
Found homes for Southwest Conference 
schools with minimal rancor. Key player in 
mbling the Bowl Alliance. 

10. Donnie Duncan, Oklahoma athletic 
director: Member of now-dormant NCAA 
playoff committee. Knows every nook of 
the busines 


BOFFO OR 
BOZO? 


If a few of the new coaches for 1995 were 
directing movies 

Bad Boys—Butch, Davis takes on a box- 
office smash, but does it have legs? 
Legend of the Fall—From Howard 
Schnellenberger’s autobiographical script. 

The Cowboy Way—Expect Bob Sanmiond 
to sink as fast as this Woody Harrelson- 
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Kiefer Sutherland epic, Oklahoma State 
needs time. 

Crimson Tide—Gerry DiNardo’s treat- 
ment of a man plagued by the same demons 
no matter where he coaches. 

Apollo 13, Michigan State 3—Even a beat- 
up spaceship will handle Nick Saban’s 
Spartan: 

Home Alone 3: Lost in Boulder—Rick 
Neuheisel takes over Macaulay Culkin’s 
role as the precocious elfin who outwits the 
older, dumber bad guys. 


CHOOSE YOUR 
FOE CAREFULLY 


Homecoming means many things across 

a campus. To the co; it traditionally has 
meant patsy, and we don't 
mean Cline. Tradition in 
the Sun Belt has dictated 
that the homecoming 
opponent be easier than 
the rules for Go Fish. As 
long as those alums are 
on campus, give them 
what they want—a victo- 
ry. Maybe they'll feel so 
good they'll go home and 
give what the school 
wants—a check, 
HE SPORTING News 
surveyed Division LA 
schools to find out which 
opponent they — had 
scheduled for Home- 
coming. The results are 
not surprising. Georgia 
Tech plays four ACC 
road games this fall. The 
Yellow Jackets are the 
Homecoming foe at three 
of the stops: Duke, Florida 
State and Wake Forest. In 
you had forgotten, 
Georgia Tech went 1-10 
I ‘on and failed to 
win an ACC game. And 
this is a program that 
jared the national title in 
1990, 

The Yellow Jackets 
aren't the only school that foes want to pick 
a fight with, Kentucky, 1-10 a year will 
be the Homecoming opponent at Georgia 
sissippi State. Temple, 2-9 last sea- 
son, will be the main course at Syracuse 
and East Carolina. The Pirates know well of 
Homecoming. 

“We had four Homecomings (last sea- 
son), I think,” East Carolina Coach Steve 
Logan said. “We had Auburn on the ropes 
(before losing, 38-21). We beat South 
Carolina, we had our own and Tulsa. We 
enjoyed it. Our kids got a kick out of it. I 
used it like any coach would.” 

Logan used it for what being the 
Homecoming opponent implies. “They're 
sure they're going to beat us,” he said. 
“That's obvious. We were 2-9 the year 
before (in 1993). That's obvious. Auburn 
didn’t pick Alabama.’ 

The Pirates shouldn't have been chosen 
with an easy victory in mind. They went 3-1 
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AUTHENTIC TEAM WEAR 


A. ATHLETE JACKET by Starter 
‘Quilt-ined full zip oxford nylon shel, Team logo sewn on sleeves with team accents modeled 
afer team jerseys, embroidered team name on back. Machine wash, tumble dry, Imported. 
Most NCAA, NFL, NBA, NHL and MLB teams available, 

Child sizes; S, M, L, XL.....$99.99 Adult sizes:S, M, L, XL ......§124.99 
Item# DEK XXL $134.99 


yo 
7 
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B. NCAA AUTHENTIC BASEBALL CAP by Pro Line 
Wool ip vith rect embroidered og on ont Fite and adustable ss 
Made in the USA. Sizes 67/8 7,7 18,7 "s,7 5/7 '/a,7 54,7 
Item# CBC... os 119,99, 
C. TRAINER PULLOVER by Starter 
Water-repelient oxtord nylon shel knit trim sleeves, waist with overlapped V-neck 
Team logo directly embroidered on sleeve, team name appliqué sewn across front 
Machine wesh, line dry. Imported 
Most NCAA and NFL teams available. 
Adult sizes: S,M, L, XL.....$59.99 XXL esses $84.99 
Item# CTP 
D. LINE-UP SWEATSHIRT by Starter 
65/35 poly/cotton crew with team name and logo directly embroidered on front. 
Nachine wash, tumble dy Imported 
Most NCAA, NFL, NHL and MLB neh 
Adult sizes: M, L, XL.. $54. 
Mem# DLS 
E. POLARIS WIND TOP by Starter 
Full zp dry touch nylon windbreaker with embroidered team namo on back 
Machine wash, tumble dry, Imported, 
Most NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB and NCAA teams available, 
Adult sizes: S, M, L, XL ($59.99 XXL sericnn$65.99 
iiay llem# DAW 


F. NCAA REPLICA FOOTBALL JERSEY 


100% mesh jersey with team accents on sleeves and popular player's number on 
front and back. Machine wash, tumble dry. Made in the USA, 
Most NCAA teams available. Ny 


Adult sizes: M, L, XL, XXL.......$39.99. 

Nem# C12 

G. NCAA WORKOUT SHIRT by Champion G 
Heavyweight cotton blend with school name Screened oh Foal Machine was, 

tumble dry, Made in the USA and also imported. 

Many NCAA teams available. 

Adult sizes: M, L, XL, XXL........$12.99 

Item# CGT 


‘Send $2.00 for a 72-page color catalog or FREE with every order. 
CALL TODAY, TOLL FREE 


1-800-PRO-TEAM 


1-800-776-8326 
AND USE YOUR CREDIT CARD! 
S Bz or 


Or send your check or mone) ord! 
Fad 3 W. eal Ave. © Palm ity, FL 34990 
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on Homecoming weekends (including their 
own) last season on the way to a 7-5 record 
and Liberty Bowl berth, 

Georgia Tech boss George O'Leary hopes 
for the same effect. “I like to ruin 
Homecomings,” he said. “I'd much rather 
have to play before a packed stadium. . . . 
‘There's nothing better than flying home after 
ruining Homecoming for 60,000 people.” 

One Georgia Tech assistant put it more 
bluntly. “Duke and Wake made a mistake,” 
he said. 


HOMECOMING 
FODDER? 

Every school has a Homecoming, 
even the patsies. This is their 
chance to kick sand in the face of 
some weakling, So who do some of 
college football’s weak sisters 
play? Some of the foes will surprise 
you. 

Weakling (1994 record) Homecoming foe 
Akron (1-10) Ohio 
Arkansos State (1-10) Jacksonville State 
Aimy (47) Colgate 
Cincinnati (2-8-1) Memphis 
Georgia Tech (1-10) Clemson 
Houston (1-10) Texas 
lowa State 0-10-1) Colorado 
Kent (2-9) Western Michigan 
Kentucky (1-10) Louisiona State 
Louisiana Tech (3-8) Nevada 
Minnesota (3-8) Northwestern 
Missouri (3-8-1) Oklahoma State 
Navy (3-8) Villanova 
New Mexico State (3-8) Utah State 
Northeast Louisiana (3-8) Central Florida 
Northwestern (3-7-1) Wisconsin 
Ohio (0-11) Wester Michigan 
Oklahoma State (3-7-1) Kansas State 
Oregon State (4-7) California 
Purdue (4-5-2) Penn State 
Son Jose State (3-8) UNLV 
Southern Methodist (1-9-1) Baylor 
Temple (2-9) Pittsburgh 
Texas-El Paso (3-7-1) Tulsa 
Tulane (1-10) Memphis 
Vanderbilt (5-6) Georgia 

AS THE COACHING 


CAROUSEL TURNS 
Jackie Sherrill is 0-6 against hi 

mater, Alabama. . .. Oklahoma hi 

seasons without a consensus All-Ame! 
the Sooners’ longest drought si 939-47. 
‘That's why Howard Schnellenberger has 
a new address. At the other end, Not 
Dame has had a con: Al-Ame 
eight consecutive yea A&M five 


Ohio State has gone 10 seasons since its 
last Rose Bowl berth, but don’t jump on 
John Cooper again, Woody Hayes had an 
only 


10-year drought (1957-66). Cooper 
entering his eighth season in Columbus 


Ed Orgeron, the former Miami assistant 
(1989-92) who resigned from the ‘Canes’ 
staff after a barroom fight in Baton Rouge, 
La, has joined the Syracuse staff as defen- 
sive line coach. Orangemen boss Paul 
Pasqualoni has only two assistants, quar- 
terback coach Kevin Rogers and offensive 
coordinator/offensive line coach George 
DeLeone, left from his original staff in 1991. 


THEY STILL DOUBT HIM 


Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne never had 
been able to complete fy Cornhuskers 
fans until January 1, when Nebraska rallied 
to defeat Miami, 24-17, in the 
Orange Bowl to win the 
national title. But just when a 
national championship might 
quiet the critics, Osborne 
have produced sta- 
tistical evidence that the 
coach doesn’t measure up. 

Osborne beg 
son with the best winning 
percentage among active 
coaches in Di LA 
orne had 
the only percentage above 
.800. But after a 13-0 season, 
the 22-year veteran fell to 
second. 

How'd that happen? Well, 
Texas A&M's R.C. Slocum, 
who began last season at 
-798, second to Osborne, 
went 10-0-1. That raised 
Slocum’s career record to 
(822). Osborne 
3) rose only to .820. 


SCORES TO 
REMEMBER 


Football scores collect in 
memor: perhaps 
ertain num- 
are utilized, Basketball 
scores, multi of 1,20r3, 
have no fam range. Bul 
the fan who hears the foot 
ball final score of 21-17 or, 
say, 28-27, already has an 
idea of what happened, 
Some scores forever will 
bring to mind one game 
because of the importance of the outcome. 
Other scores stand out as a monument to 
the unusual circumstances that produced 
th Match this list of 10 famous scores in 
college football with your own. 

10-10: Notre Dame-Michigan State, 
1966: The tie that roared. 

35-31: Nebraska-Oklahoma, 197: 
Johnny Rodgers returned that punt early in 
the game, but it still stands out. 

17-16: Good for USC over Ohio State 
in the Rose Bowl from the ‘79 season, bad 
for Florida State against Miami in 1991, and 
wonderful for Auburn in 1972. The Tigers 
blocked two punts in the fourth quarter and 
returned both for touchdowns to defeat No. 2 
Alabama. 

0-0: In the first major post-war game, 
Notre Dame and Army all but literally fought 
toa scoreless tie in Yankee Stadium in 1946. 

15-14 s-Arkansas, 1969: Wishbone 
star James Street threw a late bomb, for 


= 
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Strange but true: Nebraska's Tom Osborne slipped to No. 2 on the 
winning-percentage list after directing the 'Huskers to a 13-0 record, 


heaven's sake, and President Nixon pro- 
claimed the Longhorns No. 1. 

20-14: SMU-TCU, 1935: Sammy Baugh 
ling enough to beat the Mustangs. 
: Georgia-Florida, 1980: Lindsay 
Scott took Buck Belue’s pass 93 yards for a 
touchdown and put the Bulldogs on top en 
route to No. 1. 

24-2: Not a pretty memory in 
Tuscaloosa. Notre Dame beat Alabama for 
No. 1 in the 1973 Sugar Bowl, and Florida 


beat the Crimson Tide by the same score in 
the 1994 SEC Championship Game. 
Towa-Michigan, 


12-10: 1985: Rob 


Houghtlin kicked four field goals, which 
made him a Hawkeyes hero forever. 

25-20: Cal-Stanford, 1982: Who can for- 
get Kevin Moen’s jaunt through the 
Stanford band? 


WHILE WE'RE 


THINKING OF IT 

1. On September 30 against Rice, Army 
will commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
its undefeated national championship 
that featured Mr. Inside and 
. Doe Blanchard and Glenn 
. Also, the duo and other players from 
the 1944 (another Army national title) and 
1946 squads will be honored for a three- 
year period that saw the Cadets post a 27-0- 
1 mark under coach Earl Blaik. 

2. Miami (Ohio) and Cincinnati will play 
for the 100th time on September 23, while 
North Carolina and Virginia do likewise on 
October 7. 


3. The Big Ten is celebrating its centenni- 
al (of the league, not of its last national 
championship). 

4. Speaking of the Big Ten, New Year's 
Day 1996 will mark the 50th anniversary of 
the longest standing tra n of any college 
ociation, the agree- 
en and Pac-10 with 
Pasadena Tournament of Roses 
ion for the annual Rose Bow 
is beat UCLA on January 1, 1947, to kick 
off the Big Ten-Pac-10 Rose Bowl merger. 


conference and bowl 
ment between the Big 
the 


atch TV: 


Following is mu 

September 2: Miami at UCLA—The 
Hurricanes debut under Butch Davis and try 
to stop a two-game losing streak against the 
Pac-10, 

September 30; Notre Dame at Ohio 
State—It's the 60th anniversary of the first 
a battle of unbeat- 
quarterback 
ware threw a touchdown pa 
onds to beat the Bu 
e hopes Ron Powlus doe 
to provide such heroics this time around. 

October 7: Miami at Florida State— 
Enough said. 

October 14: Florida at Auburn— 
Steve Spurrier is 1-6-1 against the Bowdens, 
father and son, 

October 21: USC at Notre Dame— 
Troy doesn't return to glory until Troy 
returns to the win column against the Irish. 
That's 0-11-1, if you're keeping score at 
home. 


October 28: Florida AT 
Georgia, not Florida vs. 
Georgia—The Bulldogs 
played in Gainesville last 
season while the Gator 
Bowl underwent renova- 


tions. This year, the Gators | 


go to Athens for the first 
time si 1932. Ne: “ar, 
the series will resumes in 
Jacksonville. 

October 28: Nebraska 
at Colorado—tt really was 
1990 when the Buffaloes last 
beat the Cornhusker: 

November 18: Michigan 
at Penn State—Big Ten 
expansion means _ the 
Wolverines with the 
Nittany Lions and Ohio 
State. Yikes! 

November 18: Alabama 
at Auburn—The Crimson 
Tide is 0-for-Jordan-Hare 
Stadium. 

November 25: Florida 
State at Florida—see 
Florida at Auburn. 

December 2: Texas at 
Texas A&M—Say farewell 
to the SWC and hello to the 
No. 1 Aggies. @ 


Ivan Maisel covers colleg 
football for New 
Newsday and writes a weekly 
college football column for 
Tue Sportinc News. 


York ? 


Notre Dame fans might be wondering if the Fighting Irish will need 
Shakespeare-like theatrics from Ron Powlus to defeat Ohio State. 


College Foothall 
all or Fame 


Get into the Game! 


Action-packed interactive exhibits bring to life all of 


the traditions and pageantry of the game! Test your skills 


against the legends, report play-by-play action in the press 


box, or look up your favorite players at video Kiosks. 


Strategy clinics, 360° theater, and numerous other 


exciting exhibits and reflective galleries complete what 


promises to be a memorable experience for every visitor. 


(BD 


(219) 235-9999 


College Football Hall of Fame 
) Downtown South Bend, Indiana 
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ALusTRATION BY RU. SHAY 


Coach Baie Bowden Florida State recruiters 
usually get their man in tense hunt for talent 


Tue SportiNG News wanted to look at how a 
traditional college football power recruits, and 
Florida State provided an intriguing glimpse 
of the process during the 1994-95 school year, 
Over the past decade, the Seminoles cons 
tently have graded highly in the speculative 
(and subjective) world of recruiting analysis. 
More significantly, however, Florida State's 
success is a testament to its ability to fill its 
needs with talented athletes. The Seminoles’ 
86-11-1 record (.883 winning percentage) 
since 1987 speaks for itself, 


By ALAN SCHMADTKE 


t always comes back to Bobby 
Bowden. They can talk about the facil- 
ities, which are being upgraded all 
around the athletic department, and 


they can sell an NCAA 
utive 10-victory 


ecord eight consec- 
‘ons paired with eight 
straight Top 5 fini in the Associated 
Press poll, But when Florida State's football 
coaches sit down with parents of high 
school prospects with the intention of lur- 
ing their fast and/or hard-hitting sons to 
Tallah they always come back to the 
same point of persuasion: Bowden. 
Bowden likes people. He loves his priva- 
cy but enjoys others. He has been a head 
coach for four decades, and he admits his 
life revolves a football program at 
Florida State. But he can—and will—talk to 
anyone about anything. If he doesn’t under- 
stand the subject, he still is genuinely inter- 
‘sted in what someone else knows, 
Those are his gifts. This is why Florida 


14 The Sporting News 1995 College Football Yearbook 


State, which fielded a football team that 
went 0-11 in 1973 and subsequently formed 
a committee to study disbanding the sport, 
is overrun with blue-chip recruits every 
season. 

“Florida State and Florida State recruit- 
ing is Bobby Bowden,” Seminoles recruit- 
ing coordinator Ronnie Cottrell says. “The 
last 10 years, 15 years, we've always done 
well on the field, and the last eight years 
we've been great. We talk about that all the 
time, the tradition we're building here and 
all the success we've had, 

“But when you're talking about things 
that are really important, education and life 
experiences, we always ask the parents, 
‘Would you rather your son play football 
anywhere, or would you rather him play for 


Bobby Bowden?" 

‘There were times when such selling tac- 
tics were not the ace in the hole they are 
now for Florida State. Bowden's early years 
at FSU—indeed, some points during 
today’s era—were spent in the shadow of 
the University of Florida. Thanks to their 
tradition and resources, the Gators had a 
stranglehold on the state. 

During the six seasons Bowden spent at 
West Virginia, where he coached before 
coming to FSU in 1976, he toiled knowing 
that no matter where he turned, Pittsburgh 
and Penn State already had left a mark. 
Rarely does that happen now with Bowden, 
who turns 66 in November and has grown 
to become the embodiment of Florida State. 

“We're on TV almost every week, and 
even when we're not, we get on a lot of the 
highlights,” Bowden says. “That comes 
back to winning. If you win, people are 
interested in you. If we weren't winning, it 
would be harder to recruit. But we're doing 
all right.” 

When it comes to luring top players to 
Tallahassee, Cottrell and Co. play on 
Bowden's success, name and reputation for 
all they're worth, With Bowden playing mas. 
ter of the empire, delegating keenly and reli- 
giously, the Seminoles consistently have 
reeled in recruiting classes that have 
matched their football finishes. It is, Bowden 
says, a vicious cycle. One feeds off the other, 
each needing the other to succeed. 


AND THEN THERE 
WERE NAMES 


All kinds of lists. Guys from Mi 
central Florida and all over the Southe: 
‘They're all on paper, and at FSU they go 
from paper to computer quickly. This is 
where recruiting begins, almost as soon 
the previous season's freshman cl 
sewed up on National Signing Day every 
February. 

FSU's recruiting s with names, 
nearly 2,000, which come in the form of 
several lengthy lists of sophomore, junior 
and senior players purchased by the 
school from various recruiting analysts 
around the country. The first to arrive on 
Cottrell’s desk every year comes from Bill 
Buchalter, a longtime sports writer at the 
Orlando Sentinel who, in his spare time, 
publishes “name books" of college 
prospects. Buchalter’s list, and those of 
others such as Dick Laskola, detail cl 
height, weight, speed and high school for 
each prospect. 

Some lists are more detailed than others, 
some more accurate. Cottrell won't divulge 
how much he pays for the lists, nor which 
ones he respects most. 

Buchalter says he sells three different 
name books (of players in Florida, the 
Southeast and around the country) to 25: 
Division FA programs annually, including 
most in the Top 25. Some schools place 
orders more consistently than others, he 
says, “and some of them even pay their bill 

Cottrell, through his own conversations 
and memory, recognizes the names of 
about 75 percent of the players on his mas- 
ter list. He already knows which players 
probably will be considered blue-chip 
recruits and which are long shots to play at 


FSU's level. Nevertheless, he must let the 
process run its course. 

‘The whittling process begins in May, dur- 
ing the evaluation period at high schools. 
Each spring, Florida State’s coaches visit 
every football-playing high school in 
Florida—all 373 of them—and 95 percent of 
the 324 Georgia high schools that play foot- 
ball. Many visits are targeted to when the 
high schools are conducting spring prac- 
tice, but each trip is similar in several 
‘ards, FSU's coaches spend most of each 
visit watching football video at the high 
school and meeting with administrators to 
get a copy of a player's transcript. By fall, 
FSU coaches will have seen film on almost 
every player on their name list and will 
have watched probably 300 others at prac- 
ti 


“Getting the transcripts is the single 
hardest part of the whole process in terms 
of getting informatio 
who as a student as 
help Cottrell gather 
recruits. 

For obvious reasons, the transcript is 
crucial. A prospect must achieve a 2.0 (out 
of 4.0) g point average in 11 core 
courses and a 700 on the SAT or 17 on the 
ACT to qualify for freshman eligibility 
under NCAA standards, (Academic 
requirements will be toughened for those 
entering univel in '96.) Moreover, 
before a prospect can take an official visit 
hool, the college must have a copy 

anscript. There have been times 
when a prospect was  mid-flight to 
‘Tallahassee while FSU offici ‘ambled 
to a faxed copy of his transcript. For 
Florida State to receive a transcript, the 
player and his parents must sign a release, 
Cottrell includes FSU's release on a ques- 
tionnaire he sends to each recruit, It’ 
among the first pieces of literature a 
es from the Seminoles, 
art of the football season in early 
of names is trimmed 
toa manageable 800, Most names are pared 
from the list because of academic concerns; 
others are lopped off because they can’t 
play at FSU's level. Cottrell’s office assis- 
tants make sure the remaining 800 
prospects receive weekly mailings, includ- 
ing a note from Bowden about the prior 
week's game and preparation. In the mean- 
time, coaches are trying to cut the list fur- 
ther every day. 

Cottrell, entering his sixth season as 
recruiting coordinator, is Bowden's master 
puppeteer, pulling istant coaches here 
and there. Bowden trusts all of his assis- 
tants implicitly and respects their judgment 
of talent and character—and of which play- 
ers the Seminoles should pursue. 

Cottrell has each position coach give him 
alist of players he wants. At about the same 
time, each a int is asked to fill out a sur- 
vey of the number of players the Seminoles 
should sign for each position, such as five 
offensive linemen, two tailbacks, three 
defensive backs, etc. Cottrell averages the 
surveys and gives the results to Bowden, 
who consults his depth chart, notes how 
many seniors will depart and how many 
scholarships he will be able to award. He 
then returns a breakdown of that year’s 
recruiting class to Cottrell. 


information on 


By the 
September, FSU’ 


LET THE GAMES BEGIN 

With two quarterbacks, Danny Kanell 
and Jon Stark, beginning their junior sea- 
sons and only one other signal-caller, red- 
shirt freshman Thad Busby, on scholarship 
in 1994, Bowden made quarterback the 
Seminoles’ top recruiting priority. 

Cottrell remembers the day in the sum- 
mer of ‘94 when Bowden showed him a let- 
ter the coach had received several years 
ago from a former quarterback at West 
Virginia. The letter came with a snapshot of 
the former player, Dan Kendra Jr, with his 
son, Dan III, sitting on his shoulders at 
Mountaineer Field. 

“Wouldn't it be nice,” the letter read, “for 
Danny and me both to have played for 
Bobby Bowden?” 

At the time the picture was taken, the boy 
was not yet a teenager. But by last summer, 
Dan III had grown and developed into one 
of the top high school quarterback 
prospects in the country at Bethlehem 
(Pa.) Catholic. 

“Td already written my speech for 
recruiter of the year,” Cottrell says. “I 
mean, it was written. We had it sewed up.” 

Not so fast. Yes, FSU had an in with the 
Kendras, but “little Dan” still lived in 
Pennsylvania, where he shared friendships 
with Penn State supporters. What's more, 
he was just one player in a class projected 
to grow to 25. The battle for Kendra was 
just one of the obstacles FSU would face 
during what would prove to be a rough 


year. 

Although the Seminoles were coming off 
their first national championship season, 
the aftermath was not enjoyable, Offensive 
coordinator Brad Scott got the coaching job 
at the University of South Carolina and took 
three assistants with him. The moves rep- 
resented the most turnover at one time for 
Bowden in his 18 years at Florida State, 

But turnover was just the beginning of 
the bad news. In May, Sports Illustrated 
made the Seminoles cover boys again, but 
this time for participating in an illegal 
agent-funded shopping spree at a 
Tallahassee Foot Locker store during the 
1993 season. The school launched an imme- 
diate internal investigation. 

For FSU and Bowden, owners of 
squeaky-clean reputations, the news 
becomes grist for every rival's recruiting 
mill. The words “NCAA,” “probation” and 
“retirement” became commonly linked to 
FSU on the recruiting trail. Bowden's age 
has been a constant companion for FSU's 
recruiters for several years. 

Then, when the season finally started, 
FSU didn’t get any help from rivals Florida 
or Miami. The Gators were preseason No. 1 
for the first time and held that ranking until 
mid-October. After Miami picked off three 
Kanell passes and beat the Seminoles, 34- 
20, on October 8, both Miami and Florida 
were ahead of FSU in the polls. 


THE SEASON 


By early October, FSU coaches have 
pared their list of names to 500. Academic 
concerns further trim the list, and as more 
players are seen, more are dropped. 


Continued 
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Cottrell and the other assistants assign 
number grades to the remaining names. 
“Can't miss” players are assigned a 1, “top 
level” Division I players get a 2 and “other” 
Division I players get a 3. FSU isn’t inter- 
ested in players who get 4s and 5s. 

Starting in October, under NCAA rules, 
coaches are allowed to watch high school 
players play in a game, Thus, every Fri 
in October and November, FSU coach 
out to see the top prospects, Coaches 
watch a lot of film to further pare the 
prospect list. 

Under NCAA rules, a university is limited 
to seven in-person contacts per prospect— 
and those seven contacts can come only 
during specified “contact periods.” There 
also is a limit on phone calls to a prospect. 
There is no limit on the number of letters. 
that can be mailed to a prospect, though. 


‘Coach, we've got him. He wants to come.’ 
He said, ‘Have we committed to him? Have 
we offered him a scholarship?’ ‘No.’ ‘We 
ain't taking him, 

“Coach Bowden said, ‘Ronnie, if he doesn't 
listen to me now, he won't listen to me when 
he gets here. If he doesn’t respect me now, 
he's not going to give any of us any respect 
when he gets here.’ He went somewhere 
else, but he was just the way Coach Bowden 
said, We read all the time where the player 
was in and out of the doghouse.” 

Such happenings aren't Bowden's only 
idiosyncrasy. Once it becomes allowable in 
October for college coaches to watch 
prospects play in person, Bowden refrains 
from making such trips and demands that 
his offensive and defensive coordina 
not wander off on the Friday before an FSU 
road game. Bowden avoids watching 


Florida State assistant coaches/recruiters (from left) Ronnie Cottrell, Odell Haggins, Jim Gladden and 
Jeff Bowden check, double-check and recheck their lists of the nation’s premier high school talent. 


On Saturdays, a couple of hours before a 
home game, Bowden addresses his potential 
recruits with a typical spiel. For many of the 
players, it’s their first face-to-face meeting 
with Bowden, although the intensity and per- 
sonal nature isn’t what it will be later in the 
prospect's home. That's not to say the 
pregame chat isn’t significant. Although it 
might be mundane to the players, to Bowden 
it's a time of serious examination. 

“You can just tell things about people by 
talking to them,” Bowden says. “You can 
see if they're interested or not.” 

Says Cottrell: “We recruited one player, a 
tailback who went to a Big East school. 
Coach Bowden was speaking during visit- 
ing day, and the guy talked all the way 
through Coach Bowden's speech. Coach 
Bowden came to me after it was over and 
said, ‘Ronnie, I just want you to know this: 
We are not taking this young man.’ I 


in person becau: 
ends up signing autographs 
uating talent. 

On the days of home game 
every other college, hosts 
ing unofficial visits to its campus. Most of 
those prospects still on FSU's list are invit- 
ed, and often a flock of players who have lit- 
tle chance of playing at FSU's level show up 
he game. But recruiting isa game 
and Bowden encourages high 
school players from all over to visit 
Tallahassee and FSU's newly expanded 
Doak Campbell Stadium. 

What many Floridians consider the most 
important game of the season—Florida- 
FSU—takes place every Thanksgiving 
weekend. A game mandated in the 1960s by 
the threat of gubernatorial action has blos- 
somed into an annual Southern shootout 
with national championship implications. 


he usually 
“ad of eval- 
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Where do | go? 


The recruiting responsibilities for 
each Florida State assistant (unless 
specified, the area is in Florida); 


CHUCK AMATO (defensive line): 
Miami; Key West; Pennsyl- 
vania/New Jersey/New York 
MICKEY ANDREWS (defensive 
coordinator): Alabama; Mississippi; 
the Florida panhandle west of 
Tallahassee 


JEFF BOWDEN (wide receivers); 
Jacksonville; north Florida 


RONNIE COTTRELL (recruiting coor- 
dinator and middle linebackers): 
Tallahassee area, plus various out- 
of-state areas 


JIM GLADDEN (outside lineback- 
ers); Georgia/North and South 
Carolina; the Florida panhandle 
east of Tallahassee 

ODELL HAGGINS (nose tackles): 
Five counties—Polk, Lee, DeSoto, 
Charlotte and Collier 

JIMMY HEGGINS (offensive line): 
Tampa Bay area, including 
Manatee, Hillsborough Pinellas 
and Sarasota counties 

MARK RICHT (offensive coordina- 
tor); Three counties—Broward, Palm 
Beach and Indian River 


BILLY SEXTON (running backs): 
Orlando; Daytona Beach; the 
“Cape Coast" (Melbourne-Cocoa 
Beach-Cape Canaveral area); 
Lake and Sumter counties 


And with major recruiting implications—or 
so itis said, 
eople have this impression that if we 
beat Florida, we're getting all these playt 
Or if they beat us, they're getting them all, 
longtime FSU ant Jim Gladden says. 
“T've never se 
“Playing well at the end of the year is 
more momentum than anything else head- 
ing into the December visiting period. In 
recruiting, perception is reality,” Cottrell 
says, “If you are perceived to have a good 
program, then you will recruit to that per- 
ception. If you're perceived to be at a lower 
level, even though you really might be at a 
jigher level, you have to overcome that per- 
ception. Sometimes that’s hard to do.” 


DECEMBER 


On December 1, recruiting turns seriou: 
Head coaches are allowed to start making 
home vi 


like a card game at trump 
time. With Bowden, the Seminoles believe 
they hold an unbeatable hand. He is a 
strong motivational speaker, in and out of 
the locker room, and he is equally adept at 
meeting parents and families. 

Bowden, though, prefers not to talk foot- 
ball during the home visi the par- 
ents or prospect wants to. He just talks 
about whatever that day’ 's subject seems to. 
be. Although by signing day he is severely 
lacking sleep and proper nutrition, Bowden 
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Kendra: It’s not over until it’s over 


lorida State assistant head coach Chuck Amato 

boarded a flight from Fort Lauderdale to Philadelphia 

in early December 1994 and perused sports sections 
of the Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel and USA Today. After 
driving hours to Allentown, Pa., Amato checked into a 
hotel, then showered and shaved in preparation for a visit 
to Bethlehem Catholic High School, Fi 

Before the visit, he called his brother. 

“He says, ‘Did you see the paper?’ Well, yeah,’ -| 
Amato said. * "No, | mean the local paper?’ And then he i 
told me.” 

What Amato's brother told him was thatthe player he hod # 
‘come to see, Catholic High quarterback Dan Kendra, had 
orally committed to Penn State the night before. i 

“I couldn't believe it,” said Amato, who went to the 
school to congratulate Kendra before flying home. 

“Chuck came back from visiting Dan and told us what 
happened,” Florida State Coach Bobby Bowden said. "| was surprised because | 
thought everything was going great for us. But Chuck came back and (said), ‘Coach, 
it’s not over. Ijust have a feeling that it’s not over.’ 

“And it wasn't,” 

One month later, Amato was recruiting Kendra again—at Kendra's request, In a high- 
'y publicized reversal of field, Kendra, considered by some to be the nation’s top prep 
quarterback, signed with Florida State, not the homestate Nittany Lions, 

Deep down, Florida State is where | really wanted to go all along,” Kendra sald, “I 
didn't want to spend four years wondering “if, 

The Seminoles deemed Kendra as their top quarterback prospect late in the summer of 
94, followed closely by Dexter Jackson of Quincy, Fla. (about 25 miles from the FSU cam- 
pus in Tallahassee), and Bobby Sabelhaus of Owings Mills, Md, Given that quarterbacks 
generally draw more recruiting attention than players at other positions, the Seminoles 
knew how much Kendra meant to their overall recruiting success. 

From the beginning, Florida State recruiting coordinator Ronnie Cottrell thought the 
Seminoles had the inside track on Kendra. Although the youngster's roots were in 
Pennsylvania, his father, Dan Kendra Jr, played for Bowden at West Virginia in the mid- 
"70s, 


Prize prospect Dan Kendra 
was headed for Penn State, 


Dan Kendra Ill is considered the real deol. He threw for 1.988 yards and 21 touch- 
downs as a senior and his career numbers include 307 of 624 passing for 6.087 yards and 
60 touchdowns, with rushing totals of 1.939 yards and 31 touchdowns. 

Early in the recruiting process, Kendra said he would announce his college destina- 
tion shortly after Christmas. Why did he change from Penn State to Florida State? Amato 
has a theory, 

“Danny told me he was getting tired of It all, and when an assistant coach (from North 
Carolina) came fo visit him at school, he didn’t want fo see him. So he said, Tell him I'm 
going to Penn State.” | think it all snowballed from there.” 

“There was so much pressure on me to decide.” Kendra said, “and after awhile, | just 
wanted it to be over." 

—ALAN SCHMADTKE 


wouldn't trade these vi 
“The home visits, I like 'em,” he 


wants his guy,” FSU offensive coordinator 
Mark Richt says. “Ronnie has to sell them 


“Aside from the football, the coaching, to 
me that’s the best part of this. The gauge of 
when to get out of co s when you 
quit enjoying that. Rec is what drives. 
most coaches out of ¢ They're tired 
of going and talking to this kid and babying 
him, and just going out and getting players. 
But I just enjoy meeting them and talking to 
them. If it ever gets to where I don’t want to 
do that, I'll have to get out of coaching.” 
‘The ar one of sever- 
turned from evalua- 


or else for him to favor the prospect in his 
recruiting area over somebody 
not cutthroat, just hard lobbying. But 
there's little joking around, 

“You'll walk out into the hall and see one 
guy leaving Ronnie's office and another guy 
waiting in his own office to go in,” says 
receivers coach Jeff Bowden, one of 
Bobby’s four sons. “He doesn’t want to be 
seen going in, ¢ 

“You want your guy and somebody else 


all to the man (Bowden).” 

‘The counting game begins. As home vis- 
its wind down and official visits get sched 
uled, antsy prospects announce their deci- 
sions. Dreams are born in one place, ulcers 
in another. It’s that way at Florida State, just 
as it is everywhere else. 

The brother of former FSU receiver Matt 
Frier, free safety Todd Frier of Suwannee 
County High in Live Oak, F to 
FSU during the first week of December, 
becoming FSU’s first oral commitment. But 
that decision was expected. What follows is 
a series of unexpected blows. The hardest 
hit comes from Kendra. In mid- December, 
Cottrell fields a phone call from FSU assis- 
tant head coach Chuck Amato, who is 
recruiting Kendra for FSU. Kendra has 
picked Penn State over FSU. 

Amato is disbelieving, Bowden surprised, 
Cottrell devastated. What happened? 

The next day, Amato flies home and 
meets with Cottrell and Bowden. His mes- 
sage is surprising. 

“Thad a gut feeling, but I just didn’t think 
it was over,” Amato says. “I had no reason 
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to think so or say so, but I just thought we 
were still in there with Danny. 
‘The game is on, 


THE OFFICIAL VISIT 
“It's like two different worlds. When I 
first came here, to be honest with you, we 
could not get a top kid to visit,” Bowden 
t say there were 16 blue-chip- 
in the state of Florida my first year 
Out of 16, we might get three of them 
The rest of them were, ‘Nah, I think 
ant to go to Alabama or Auburn or 
Georgia or Florida or Miami.’ We weren't in 
the hunt. The big change is we now get vis- 
its out of nearly every one of them.” 

But every year, there are several hot-shot 
recruits who don't want a tour of 
Tallah: Several prominent players 
spurn the chance to visit FSU, including 
safety Jevon Kearse of North Fort Myers, 
Fla., offensive lineman Scott Bryan of Lake 
Mary, Fla. linebackers Errol Rochester 
and Rick Sealey of Miami, running back 
Brian Darden of Vicksburg, Miss., and cor- 
nerback Damian Hill of Dallas, (Kearse, 
Bryan and Hill eventually sign with Florida; 
Rochester with South Carolina; Darden 
with Tennessee; Sealey with Auburn.) 

‘There was a time when LA schools 
could offer an unlimited number of official 
But in this era of NCAA academic 
reform and cost containment, universities 
are limited to 55 on-campus official visits. 
That by a prospect (and his par- 
ents/guardians) that the school can fund 
under NCAA rules. At FSU, unlike at most 
northern schools, almost every official 
visit comes during January, after the sea- 
son is complete. This way, there aren’t the 
distractions of a game and the visit will 
have a longer-lasting impression with 
prospect: 

Potential recruits generally spend Friday 
night, Saturday and Sunday morning in 
Tallahassee. About half of them bring their 


s s, brothers and sisters. Under 
NCAA guidelines, the school can pay only 
lodging and food costs for the prospect and 
two parents/guardians. If a prospect flies 

is parents, the school can pay only the 
airfare; if the prospect drives with 
s parents, the school can reimburse them 
for mileage. 

The player checks into a Tallahassee 
hotel, is introduced to his host (an FSU 
player), eats dinner at FSU’s training table 
and prepares to socialize, 

“The best hosts are the ones with a con- 
nection to the recruit, the ones who are 
from the same hometown or high school,” 
Cottrell says. “They don't have to play the 
same position.” 

Hosts aren't bashful about taking recruits 
to parties on Friday night, but the prospect 
knows he has a long, important day Saturday. 

Saturday begins with breakfast at the 
training table, followed by a group talk by 
Bowden and a viewing of an FSU highlight 
video. Depending on the number of 
prospects visiting, players are separated 
into two to three groups of four to five play- 
ers; the groups meet with different people 
throughout the day. One meets with 
Associate A.D. for Academic Programs 


Roger Grooters, along with other promi- 
nent officials from the school. Another 
meets with position coaches to talk football, 
A third takes a walking tour of the campus, 
a tour conducted by FSU’s Garnet and Gold 
girls, a group of coeds who act as official 
host for the weekend. 

Later Saturday, there's another meal on 
campus, then players and families convene 
at Bowden’s home in northeast Tallahassee 
for dessert. Assistant coaches and their 
wives are present as prospects play pool, 
watch TV and play video games. Bowden 
walks from room to room to chat with play- 
ers and parents. Afterward, host players take 
recruits around town for 
more socializing. 

Nearby Florida A&M 
University plays a significant 
role, both during a recruiting 
visit and, later, during a play- 
er’s stay at FSU. FAMU gives 
Tallahassee something FSU's 
student body of 28,500 lacks: 

a large, young, intellectual 
and predominantly African 
American community. 

During the course of their 
time at FSU, many athletes , 
date women who attend & 
FAMU. Even if FSU athletes 3} 
don't date any of the 10,250 : 
FAMU students, their popula- 
tion enlivens on- and off-cam- 
pus parties and local night- 2 
clubs. In short, FAMU's pres- § 
ence gives many FSU athletes 
a comfortable sense of be- ¢ 
longing. 

To Bowden, FAMU is 
another selling point for 


ee ‘Point for Bobby Bowden beat son Terry to the house of highly touted Martavious Houston and his 
FSU: “FAMU isn't in other other, but it was the Auburn coach who was home free once the player made his decision. 


cities; it's in Tallal . 

By Sunday, the visits are all but complete. 
If the Seminoles want a player to give an 
oral commitment, they'll schedule a one-on- 
one meeting between the player and 
Bowden. 


JANUARY 


Within hours of FSU’s Sugar Bowl victo- 
ry over Florida, Bowden is back on the 
home-visit trail. Across the country, recruit- 
ing decisions start making headlines. 

Bobby Sabelhaus makes news across 
Florida. A big (6-foot-5, 225 pounds), intelli- 
gent (3.0 GPA, 1,250 SAT), side-armed 
throwing quarterback from Owings Mills, 
Md., Sabelhaus orally commits to the 
Gators, and state newspapers splash the 
news: FSU is 0 for 2 at its high-profile posi- 
tion. 

Left unsaid is that Richt, who flew to 
Maryland on October 28 to see Sabelhaus 
play, never felt comfortable enough with 
Sabelhaus’ speed to offer him a scholar- 
ship, even though Kendra had committed 
to Penn State. 

“We've gotten spoiled by a Heisman win- 
ner,” Richt says, referring to 1993 Heisman 
winner Charlie Ward. “In the offense we're 
running, we like to have a guy back there 
with mobility. That's become a major factor 
now.” 


Continued 


Fancy meeting you here, Dad 


Inen Auburn Coach Terry Bowden walked in her front door Melinda 
Shepard wasn’t sure how to react—or what Florida State Coach Bobby 
Bowden, who already was in her house, would say. 

Terry Bowden walked into Shepard’s house and found his father, Bobby. wind- 
ing down his home-visit speech to Shepard's son, Martavious Houston, the top high 
school football player in Florida in 1994. 

Bobby Bowden laughed and thanked the wide-eyed Shepard for sharing her 

home. He shook Houston's hand, then Terry's. 

“After he’s here five minutes.” Bobby Bowden said to Shepard, nodding at Terry, 
“tell him his mother called looking for him. My boys all jump when their mother 
wants something. If you can get rid of him pretty quick. I'll double back and come 
see you again.” 

Shepard couldn't help 
but giggle. Countered 
Terry about his father: 
“Did he tell you about 
his alcohol problem?” 

Of course, Bobby Bow- 
den’s only problem with 
alcoho! is that he does- 
n't like it, never has. As 
the older Bowden drove 
away, the younger one 
began his spiel. 

Eventually, Terry’s sales 
Job is the one Houston 
liked most. In combina- 
tion with Terry Bowden’s 
up-front manner, Au- 
burn‘s campus and the 
Tigers’ new-found tradi- 
tion, Houston disdained 
alate run by new Miami 
Coach Butch Davis and 
signed a_ scholarship 
with Auburn, 

Houston (6-foot-1, 190 
pounds) made 120 
tackles, Including 90 
solo stops, his senior 
year as a strong safety 
at Boyd Anderson High in Lauderdale Lakes, a suburb of Fort Laud-erdale. He was 
considered one of the top five defensive backs in the country and, as such, was 
tecruited by almost every college football power in the nation. He whittled his list of 
schools to Miami, Auburn, Florida State, Georgia and Notre Dame. But FSU, Georgia 
and Notre Dame weren't around for Houston's decision. 

Houston wound up not visiting Notre Dame when he couldn't get a flight to South 
Bend, Ind., after a Friday night high school game. After that, Shepard says, Notre 
Dame told her it received the wrong transcript from Boyd Anderson, Somehow, the 
problem never got resolved. Notre Dame was out. 

Florida State offensive coordinator Mark Richt was the Seminoles’ primary 
recruiter of Houston. Richt told Houston early in the recruiting process that the soon- 
rhe made up his mind, the better for everyone concerned. Eventually, when Richt 
and FSU recruiting coordinator Ronnie Cottrell discovered that Houston still had 
Auburn and Miami (in addition to FSU) on his list, the Seminoles began concentrat- 
ing on other defensive back prospects. particularly Tallahassee FAMU High's Theon 
Rackley, who eventually signed with the Seminoles. 

Houston visited Florida State on the weekend of the school's awards banquet, 
‘and he returned from Tallahassee with a case of the fiu. Houston recovered; FSU's 
chances of getting him did not. 

“I never felt like we were ever in the lead with Martavious.” Richt said. “| felt like 
we had a chance but just didn’t do a good enough job to get in the lead some- 
how. 

“Not everyone wants to go to Florida State.” 

In December, then-Miami coach Dennis Erickson told Houston and Shepard that 
he was not leaving the Hurricanes. Then, in January, he did, to become coach of 
the NFL's Seattle Seahawks. 

Houston was disappointed, but the Hurricanes re-entered the picture when Davis 
was hired in mid-January. Still, Auburn prevailed. 

He was straight up,” Shepard said of Terry Bowden. “He lets you know it’s not all 
about football. He told Martavious, This is the way it's going to have to be, this way 
‘or no way. I'll kick your butt out of my program, because we're going to be disci- 
plined.’ * 


—ALAN SCHMADTKE 
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Days later, in the parking lot of a 
Tallahassee restaurant, Richt gives 
Cottrell more bad news about 
another quarterback _ prospect. 
Jason Pomar, from Vero Beach, Fla., 
has committed to former FSU assis- 
tant Scott and South Carolina. It 
looks like Cottrell won't need that 
recruiter-of-the-year speech after all, 

‘Then Kendra calls. Amato's right. 
Kendra is having second thoughts 
about Penn State. Florida State is 
back in the hunt. Kendra tells 
Amato, “Please come visit me.” 

Kendra’s decision changes FSU's 
momentum. Everything moves for- 
ward again. Cottrell is re-energized. 
He makes more phone calls. He 
also wishes Bowden would make 
more than he does. 

But Bowden rarely calls prospects. 
Although he has dual reputations, 
asa no-holds-barred gambler on the 
field and as a charmer of “mommas 
and daddies” off it, he doesn’t like 
the sugar-coated conversations that 
accompany the recruiting process. 

It's not enough to him that the 
aftermath of a phone call likely 
would make a highly touted high 
school player go to school the next day and 
“Bobby Bowden called last 


announce: 
night.” 


called ‘em all the time when I was an 
tant because you had to, you know?” 
he says. “I expect my assistants to call ’em. 
‘That's part of the job. But I don’t have to do 
it now. Because here's what happens. I call 
and I get a busy signal. And I call again and 
it's still busy. And I'll try five or six more 
times. When I get through, I know the 
seven or eight other calls before me were 
other coaches saying the same thing I'm 
going to say. I just don't like that. 

“I'd rather look ‘em in the eye. It's better 
for both of us that way. Ronnie gets mad at 
me because I don't like to use the phone, 
but I don't do it that much.” 

“Yeah,” Cottrell confesses, “I wi 
use the phone more, But he doesn’ 
we still do all right, don’t we?” 

FSU's internal investigation of the Foot 
Locker incident has found 14 NCAA viola- 
tions, and the school reports them to the 
NCAA. But Florida State also has another 
obstacle over the final month of recruiting. 
Defensive coordinator Mickey Andrews is 
off the road for good because of hip- 
replacement surgery. 

NCAA rules allow only seven of nine full- 
time coaches on the road at one time. 
Generally, Bowden likes to keep Cottrell at 
home to coordinate and assistant Odell 
Haggins, who lives in the football dorm, at 
home to keep an eye on players. Andrews’ 
surgery keeps him on crutches for more 
than a month, 

“I knew I couldn't coach on crutche: 
that meant I had to recruit with them,” 
Andrews said. “I just spent a lot of time on the 
phone. I worked them (phones) pretty good.” 

The day Kendra confirms his decision to 
switch commitments from Penn State to 
Florida State, Miami Coach Dennis 
Erickson helps the Seminoles’ efforts as 
well. Although he has told Hurricane 
recruits what he had to tell them—that he 


he'd 
. And 


SIGN ME UP 


Florida State's 1995 recruiting class: 


Pos. Player Town/School 


Khalid Abdullah Fort Lauderdale/Nova 
Jeremy Brett 
Marcus Bullock Pensacola, Fla./Catholic 
Billy Brown 


Richard Brown Fort Lauderdale/Nova 


Vernon Crawford City College of San Francisco 
Ronney Daniels Lake Wales, Fla./Lake Wales 
Ron Dugans 
Dee Feaster 
Mario Edwards 


Tallahassee, Fla./FAMU 


Todd Frier 
Damian Harrell 
Dexter Jackson 
Jerry Johnson 
Walter Jones 
Dan Kendra 
Sean Key 
Theon Rackley 
Jeremi Rudolph 
Larry Smith 
Germaine Stringer Decatur, Ga/SW DeKalb 
Eric Thomas Miami/Columbus 

Chris Walker Cocoa, Fla./Cocoa 

Peter Warrick Bradenton, Fla./Southeast 
Jason Whitaker Panama City, Fla./Mosley 


Quincy, Fla/Shanks 
Fort Pierce, Fla/Central 


Bethlehem, Pa./Catholic 
Miami/American 
Tallahassee, Fla./FAMU 
‘Apopka, Fla./Apopka 


wasn't leaving Miami—Ericl cepts 
the coaching job of the Seattle 
Seahawks. Miami seemingly falls off the 
ecruiting world. In the next few 
ng head coach Art Kehoe has to 
dig out his four national championship 
rings and wear them, a startling and visible 
reminder to prospects of the most success- 
ful college program in Florida. Still, the 
Seminoles’ efforts pick up more steam. 

On January 12, receiver Marcus Bullock 
of Pensacola, commits to Florida State, 
and word begins to filter south that Kendra 
is trying to convince a fellow Pennsylvania 
star, receiver Corey Jones of Lan 
pick FSU. (lone: ad commits to, coin- 
cidentally, Penn State, and later signs with 
the Nittany Lions.) 

Within the next week, FSU has half its 
recruiting class filled by non-binding, a 
commitmen sta 
attention and a haven of the s talk radio 
e lineman Thomas of 
Miami, linebacker Ronney Daniels of Lake 
Wales, Fla., fullback Khalid Abdullah of Fort 
Lauderdale, defensive back Sean Key of 
Miami, offensive lineman Jeremy Brett of 
Sandersville, Ga., and receiver Damian 
Harrell, a former Miami prep star out of City 
College of San Francisco, have picked FSU, 
One prospect, Lake Worth, Fla, receiver 
Errick Lowe, chooses Auburn after the 
Seminoles back off, 

A week later, Miami rej 
with Dallas Cowboys defensive coordinator 
Butch Davis, a former ple of Jimmy 
Johnson, igniting the next ee of 
competition. Fort Pierce, Fla., defensive 
lineman Jerry Johnson, disappointed that 
Hurricanes defensive coordinator Greg 
MeMackin is overlooked for the Miami 
coaching job, orally commits to Florida 
State. A late visit from Davis does no good 
for Miami. 

‘Three more in-state prospects—Apopka run- 
ning back Jeremi Rudolph, Tallahassee receiver 
Ron Dugans and Fort Lauderdale receiver 


laces Erickson 


20 The Sporting News 1995 College Football Yearbook 


Sandersville, Ga./Washington Co. 


Fort Lauderdale/St. Thomas Aquinas 


Rock Hill, S.C./Northwestern 
Pascagoula, Miss./Pascagoula 
Live Oak, Fla./Suwannee Co, 
City College of San Francisco 


Holmes (Miss.) Community College 


Wayne, Pa./Valley Forge Prep 


Billy Brown—also commit to 
Florida State. 

At FSU, as at many schools, 
January goes by in waves. 
Recruits almost always take offi- 
cial son weekends, which 
leads to one crescendo after 
another, Florida State’s most antic- 
ipated weekend revolves around 
the pos 
an evening usually scheduled on a 
key basketball weekend (i.e, FSU 
vs. North Carolina or Duke). This 
year, the banquet is January 20, 
and the Seminoles load up on blue- 


ive back Martavious 
Houston of Lauderdale Lakes, 
Fla,, the state's top prospect, 
shows up. So does linebacker 
Takeo Spikes, Brett's teammate at 
Washington County High in 
Sandersville, and Reggie McGrew 
of Mayo, considered the 
lineman and 


orally committing to the 
Seminoles during his _ visit. 
McGrew's Taylor, graduat- 
ed from Florida Si eemingly is a 
natural de f 

“Looking back on it,” Cottrell says, 
was too easy, We were happy for ourselves 
and patting ourselves on the back, and we 
congratulated Reggie, but it was 

After banquet weekend, the S 
earnestly crunch their numbet trying to 
blend the players still on their recruiting 
board with the number of openings they 
think they have left. 

Bowden settles all conflicts about whom to 
offer scholarships and whom to abandon, 
After the fact, FSU coaches joke about the 
times Cottrell goes to Bowden with four 
potential signees, wanting Bowden to pick 
one. And Bowd n picks somebody other than 
the four, a decision that drives Cottrell crazy, 
that comes down to his expe- 
intuition,” Cottrell says. 
ally I pick the one 

i but most 

J 


with the best grad 
of the time,” Bowden say: 
recruits had not met Prop 48 requirements 
when they signed, though four of those had 
qualified by press time in mid-May.) 

Almost always, though, prospects make 
Bowden's choice easy. As FSU coaches 
press for a decision, some prospects go 
elsewhere—like Spikes. 

‘The Seminoles backed off another line- 
backer prospect, Anthony § 
Spartanburg, §.C. Spi 
indication he will sign with Florida State. 
And when Spikes makes it through his high 
school postseason football banquet without 
committing to Auburn, the Seminoles feel 
they're set. You see, in 1993, Washington 
County's banquet speaker was Bobby 
Bowden, and the team's top defensive play- 
er, linebacker Demetro Stephens, commit- 
ted that night to Florida State. In 1994, 
Washington County's banquet speaker w: 
Auburn Coach Terry Bowden, Bobb: 
son. The day after the banquet, word from 
Auburn is that Tigers coaches are unsettled 
about Spikes’ decision, But that emotion 


doesn’t last long. Less than a week later, 
Spikes.makes a public commitment to 
Auburn. 

One day later, FSU assistant Billy Sexton 
flies to South Carolina to revisit Simmons. 
But Simmons has chosen Clemson. 

“That's how this goes sometimes,” 
Sexton says. “We get some in the end, they 
get some in the end.” 


SIGNING DAY 


In the days before National Signing Day, 
when prospects and parents put name to 
paper and officially link themselves to a 
school via a letter-of-intent, Bowden is wor- 
ried. It’s an annual fear, and it’s no different 
this year, 

Cottrell’s recruiting board contains near- 
ly 60 names. Under NCAA rules, the 
Seminoles can sign as many athletes as 
they want. But when it's time to award 
scholarships, they only can award 25 a 
year—tops, And they must keep their total 
number of scholarship athletes at 85. 

So 60 signees is way too many. What 
makes it scarier is that schools mail nation- 
al letters-ofintent to prospects several 
weeks in advance of signing day. In FSU's 
case, it mails twice as many letters as it 
expects back. 

“I can't even watch Ronnie move the 
names around,” Bowden says. “It can con- 
fuse me and I can confuse him. So Ronnie 
just keeps me up to date, 

“But it's amazing how it always works out, 
Every year it works out. Sometimes I don’t 
even know how.” 

Truth be told, Bowden dislikes the 
buildup to signing day. To him, this isn’t col- 
lege football's second season, as many fans 
in the South treat it. It’s the part of the job 
he feels should be conducted without hav- 
ing to pick up a newspaper to see a score. 

Instead, as signing day nears, Bowden 
reads daily unts of oral commitments 
ida, FSU and Miami. Those stories 
ied by totals, as in “Joe 
n brings the Seminoles’ 
list of commitments to 18, 10 more than 
Miami and one fewer than Florida.” 

“I wish they'd move signing day up one 
week earlier every year,” Bowden says. 
“That way, nobody would talk about 
recruiting after the bowl game. You'd play 
the game and sign the players, and there 
wouldn't be so much pressure on kids—or 
onus 

Signing Day 1995 starts as always. ‘The 
lone fax machine in FSU’s athletic depart- 
ment, located in the sports information 
office, receives 10 signed national letters-of- 
intent by 10 a.m. But nothing is heard from 
Antwan Edwards, a cornerback from 
Starkville, Miss., or quarterback Dexter 
Jackson of nearby Quincy, Fla. Both had 
orally committed to FSU. 

Cottrell calls about Edwards. A secretary 
at Starkville High tells Cottrell that 
Edwards did sign—but with Clemson. 

“What?!” Cottrell says. “You're kidding 
me, right?” 

She's not. Edwards is a Tiger. 

Cottrell hangs up. The phone rings, and 
it's Andy Gay, an assistant coach at Shanks 
High. He says he has bad news, and 
Cottrell braces himself. 


“Dexter signed, right? Signed with 
Florida State?” Cottrell asks. 

The prank is complete. Williams tells 
Cottrell that Jackson did indeed sign with 
FSU. 

The worst comes later. McGrew doesn’t 
sign, and Cottrell can’t find him or find out 
why. Information then arrives that Florida 
has learned that McGrew is wavering and 
may not sign with the Seminoles. Two days 
later, McGrew signs with the Gators. 
McGrew said he felt he could play earlier at 
Florida. 

Bowden, in the middle of meeting candi- 
dates for the FSU athletic director position, 
is disappointed but not upset. He later sees 
a television interview with McGrew, and it 
makes him feel better. 

“He was smiling. He was relaxed,” 
Bowden says. “When I saw that, I knew 
he'd made the decision he wanted to make. 
That's all you ever want a player to do, 
make the decision that he wants. I wish 
he'd have come here, and we wanted him, 
but you can't fight that.” 

After a pause, Bowden says, “If we'd have 
gotten him and Blackshear, it would have 
been a total wipeout.” (Cheston Blackshear, 
a highly touted guard from Jacksonville, 
also signs with Florida.) 

Bowden then greets two dozen reporters. 
He sings his first comment: “Oh, little town 
of Bethlehem,” referring to Kendra’s home- 
town. But Bowden is tired and his pun flies 
over the head of the reporters. 


THE AFTERMATH 


In the eyes of most recruiting analysts, 
the Seminoles’ class of signees ranks 
among the top three in the nation, including 
a No. 1 rating from 


Florida A&M University Coach Billy Joe. 
The Rattlers, who generally sign two to 
four players a year from FAMU High, 
recruited both athletes, but not with much 
intensity. It's unclear whether Joe and his 
assistants assumed the two would matric- 
ulate to FAMU as a matter of tradition or 
if they believed they were out of the run- 
ning. 

After their commitments to FSU become 
public, Rackley and Dugans are summoned 
to a meeting with FAMU High officials, 
who asked both to reconsider their deci- 
sions, That meeting, in turn, angered par- 
ents who didn’t understand why the play- 
ers’ decision to attend a I-A school with a 
track record of bowl greatness as opposed 
to a LAA school with a five-year mark of 31- 
25 was being second-guessed. 

‘The fallout costs FAMU High assistant 

coach Tony Collins, the man in charge of 
publicizing Baby Rattlers players, his job. 
Humphries, renowned for recruiting 
National Merit Scholars to Florida A&M, 
denied he fired Collins or pressured FAMU 
High Coach Harry Jacobs into pushing 
Collins out the door, Regardless, five weeks 
after signing day, Collins accepts an assis- 
tant coaching job at Tallahassee’s Lincoln 
High. 
Meanwhile, Andrews still can't believe he 
lost Edwards to Clemson. He called 
Edwards at home at 11:30 p.m. the night 
before signing day and everything 
appeared set. He still feels guilty, though 
Bowden is not angry—as if Edwards’ deci- 
sion were preordained. 


“I know if I could have seen him face-to- 


face we'd have got him,” Bowden said, “Well, 
I say that, but I don't know, I probably would 


SuperPrep —maga- 
zine, But as_ the 
reports of McGrew, 
Blackshear and 
Edwards signing 
elsewhere spre: 
FSU's status dip: 
Florida moves 
ahead of Florida 
State in several sur- 
veys. Bowden and 
Cottrell are philo- 
sophical. 

“We did well. If 
you recruit well in. 
our state, you'll do § 
well,” Bowden says. § 
“And we recruited # 
well in our state. 

Too well, some of 3 
the locals believe. 2 
The decisions of § 
receiver Ron Du-# 
gans and_ safety 


stir around town. 

Dugans and Rackley were teammates at 
Tallahassee’s FAMU High. It's the first 
time FSU has signed a FAMU High play- 
er. And it upset Florida A&M University 
President Frederick Humphries, who 
told a local columnist, “There is such a 
thing as loyalty, but I don't see much of 


that. 
Humphries demands an explanation from 


Theon Rackley to The signing of FAMU High standouts Ron Dugans (left) and Theon Rackley was a 
attend FSU causes a _ first for Florida State, but it cost prep assistant coach Tony Collins (center) his job. 


have seen something coming, though, and 
we might have made other plans. 

“Sometimes, our fans think too much of the 
ones we lost and not enough of the ones we 
got. But there's so many of them. And we get 
our share.” 


Alan Schmadtke covers Florida State and col- 
lege sports for the Orlando Sentinel. 
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Exodus of top underclassmen 
gives ‘anonymous’ young players 
a golden opportunity to make 
names for themselves in 95 


By MICHAEL BRADLEY 


‘ou can't blame — Southwest 

Conference kickers for being 

unsympathetic — to Leeland 

McElroy's plight last season 
Fearful of being scorched by the 
A&M tailback’s co rable return 
the big hitters chos jay up. The kickers 
didn’t care how frustrated McElroy 
with spending his third ye: 
apprentice or how much he wanted the ball. 
‘They weren't going to give it to him. 

Since senior Rodney Thomas got the bulk 
of the handoft A&M wasn't 
throwing it much, McElroy couldn't count on 
much quality time with the football. So, he 
arned to return kicks, an opportunity the 
stingy Aggies ense didn't provide very 
often, When McElroy finally dropped deep in 
ion, he usually was disappointed 
again, this time by the ki 

Pooch kicks. Squibs. Popups. They tried 
everything to keep the ball y from 
McElroy. By n’s end, things were $0 
ridiculous that McElroy was practically pac- 
ing along the goal line before kickoffs, try- 


ing not to give an indication of where he 
would line up. It didn’t matter. After the 
third game of the season, the long kicks 
stopped. McElroy had only two more 
return opportunities, and he took one of 
those 83 yards, to Texas’ 1-yard line, Texas 
A&M was getting great field position 
thanks to its opponents’ discretion, but 
McElroy wasn't getting the ball. 

“Since I was splitting time, it wasn't like if 
I didn’t get the kickoff, I would just go into 
the huddle and wait for the ball,” said 
McElroy, who tied an NCAA record by 
returning two kicks for touchdowns in 1993 
against Rice. ickoffs were another 
chance to get the ball, and when I didn’t get 
it, I was frustrated.” 

After waiting three years (one of them, 
1992, a redshirt season) for the chance to be 
Texas A&M's main tailback, McElroy now 
has his opportunity. He split time with 
Thomas and Greg Hill in 1993 and was 
Thomas’ understudy last season. Now, 
McElroy—who led the nation in kickoff 
returns (39.3-vard average) as a freshman— 
is ready to take his place in line among recent 
Aggies backfield standouts Hill, Thomas, 
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Roger Vick, Darren Lewis, Anthony Toney 
and Keith Woo 
starting job will come a spot in 
| limelight. Not only has 
college career ended, but Penn 
jana Carter and Colorado's 
aam have left school as well (a 
ly), creating somewhat of a void 
field elite. By the end 
son, McElroy should have made 
noise on the national scene, as 

s within the lame-duck Southwest 
Conference. 

He won't be alone, The recent exodus of 
top underc 
lished significant opportunities for younger 
players to attract attention a little earlier 
than they might have had if the big names. 
had stayed around, McElroy is as good an 
early pick for the Heisman Trophy as any 
returning player, and he is joined by a flock 
of heretofore underexposed players at 
every position who will be appearing on Al- 
ballots and receiving considerable 
ily throughout the 1995 season. 


of igniting at any time. 
exposure during two 
A&M, he owns an impr 
long-di 
nearly every means po 
Coach R.C. Slocum must think back to his 
days a: State to find 
someone comparable to McElroy. 

“I coached against (Nebraska's) Johnny 
Rodgers at Kansas State, and every single 
time he touched the ball, he was a threat to 
score a touchdown,” Slocum 
never anybody who in: 
opposing defen like Rodger 
has some of those same qualities. 

McElroy finished fourth in the Southw 
Conference with 707 rushing yard: 
and scored nine touchdowns. He 
most dangerous 
averaging. 50, 
pring once. 


. Texas A&M 


ired fear in 
. Leeland 


s the conference 
off returne 


He has four 
s on kickoff returns; the 
tt by Southern 
from 1972-74. 
‘oring runs of 30- 
, including an 


again: ston in 1993, and 
turned three short passes into 
» With a 26-yarder inst LSU in "93 
shortest of the bunch. All of that makes 
Slocum's comparisons between Rodgers, 
the 1972 Heisman winner, and McElroy 
more than just coaching hyperbole, 
McElro 


areer. Though he grew 
accustomed to waiting for things as the 
of 15 children, McElroy didn’t 
anding in line when he 
committed to Texas A&M out of Beaumont 
(Texas) Central High. 

“It's been a long and tough wait,” he said. 
“I accepted my role of going out there 
behind Greg and Rodney because I just 
wanted to help my team. But | couldn't 
argue with what I got. Whenever the ball 
was handed to me, I was happy.” 
Elroy is a curious blend of speed and 
strength, despite his unimposing 5foot-11, 


202-pound frame. Slocum says McElroy is 
one of the strongest Aggies (he squats 
more than 500 pounds) and run 
through people or make them mi: ome 
guys are slashers, others are elusive and 
some have sheer speed,” Slocum said. 
“Leeland is a combination of all three, 

He also is going to be the featured back 
on a team with legitimate national title aspi 
rations, Should the Aggies survive a 
September 23 visit to Colorado, they could 
rumble to a perfect sea: 
Fiesta Bowl, thi: on's e 
title game. If they do, it will be with a large 
assist from McElroy, who hopes to see the 
ball enough this year as Texas A&M's fea- 
tured tailback that it won't matter where 
opposing kickers boot the ball. 

“Now it's my turn,” he said. “I have the 
drive and want-to, and I have things to 
prove that I haven't been able to do b fore. 
T want to see what I can do as the mat 


Jake Plummer, Arizona State 


If Jake Plummer is trying to be like Ken 
Stabler, his boyhood idol and the reason the 
Arizona State junior quarterback is nick- 
named “The Snake,” he has work to do. 
Sure, Plummer, a 6-2, 183-pound junior, 
sports long hair and doesn't mind gambling 
at times on the field like the former Raiders 
All-Pro, but there’s that attitude problem, 

Plummer might be too nice to be a Snake. 

After reading Stabler's autobiography, 
Snake, as an eighth-grader, Plummer set 
out to emulate Stabler’: ‘cracking, free- 
spirited style. Though he remains a work in 
progress, Plummer is decidedly un-reptil- 
ian. 

“Jake is smart and is a great kid,” Arizona 
State Coach Bruce Snyder said. “He's s 
ble as hell. He's the first in line at winter 
conditioning. He gets along with players of 
every ethnic variety on the team and just 
loves playing football.” 

Plummer expected to spend a comfort- 
able 1993 freshman season in Tempe with a 
clipboard in hand adjusting to life away 
from his Boise, Idaho, home. But when 
senior Grady Benton faltered in midseason, 
Snyder tabbed Plummer. 

“He flew by the seat of his pants and 
pretty good at it,” Snyder said. “He showed 
he could make things happen when the 
structure of the play broke down.” 

Plummer’s first college pass was a 78- 
yard touchdown bomb, a reflection of his 
excellent deep-passing ability, Plummer, 
who assumed starting duties in the 
game, completed 51.3 ‘ent of his 
for 1,650 yards and nine touchdowns en 
route to leading the Sun Devils to a 4-2 fine 
ish. 

Last year was even better. Plummer 
threw for 2,179 yards and 15 touchdowns 
and caught fire during Arizona State’ 
five games, throwing for 1,156 yar 
scores and only two interceptions. Included 
was a 327-yard, three-touchdown outburst 
against Brigham Young. Though hii 
plishments were impressive, the Sun 

Devils—plagued by injuries and youth— 
stumbled to a 3-8 record. 

“I tried to convince myself every week we 


still had a shot at a bowl,” Plummer said. 
“That hope kept me alive.” 

Arizona State isn't Rose Bowl timber yet, 
but the team should be somewhat improved 
this year, Plummer's numbers should grow, 
too, thanks in part to an influx of talented 
receivers (including Parade magazine high 
school All-America Kenny Mitchell) and 
Snyder's plans to use Plummer's mobility 


When Texas A&M's Leeland McElroy gets his hands on the football—he was repeatedly frustrs 


feet and legs were caused by his big belly. 
More likely, though, he just got tired of his 
life sounding like an endless stream of 
punch lines to overweight jok« 

When a doctor gave him a pair of 
orthotics to help correct his fallen ¢ 
Anderson broke them. The replacements 
gave way, too, When he needed an MRI 
exam on his leg, Anderson had to go to 


d by 


opposing kickers last year—the tailback is a big-play time bomb. McElroy Is ready to explode this season. 


more this season (he primarily was a run- 
ner at Capital High in Bo Plummer wel- 
comes the added responsibility, 

“Last year, I was out to help make memo- 
ries for the seniors who were leaving,” 
Plummer said. “But this year, we're not 
going to wail around to see what's down the 
road, Even though things look nice in the 
future, we want to win now.” 

Now that sounds like a Snake talking. 


Willie Anderson, Auburn 


Early in his freshman year at Auburn in 
1993, Willie Anderson realized he might be 
a little too big, even for an offensive line- 
man. It could have been that his sore back, 


Auburn's Veterinary School because the 
only machine that could accommodate his 
hefty frame was used primarily on horse 
and cattle, The media loved that or 
didn't bother me,” Anderson said. “It got 
some publicity for the vet school and the 
athletic department.” 

Convinced that his string of early- 
ailments was primarily weight 
Anderson shed 20 pounds and moved into a 
starting guard position by the second game 
at a “trim” 6-6, 306, By the end of last 
son, his weight remained steady, but 
his prospect imitless, Anderson was 
named first-team All-SEC as a sophomore 


Continued 
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last year at tackle (his natural position) and 
should be one of the nation’s best linemen 
this season. 

“It starts with his size,” Auburn Coach 
Terry Bowden said. “But he is agile and has 
extremely long arms that give him good 
leverage on pass plays. He pulls well on the 
counter trey and can be intimidating in the 
open field. Willie can be dangerous to line- 
backers.” 

Anderson was part of a Tigers line that 
went seven games without allowing a sack 
last year, including a shutout of Florida 
sackmeister Kevin Carter. Anderson aver- 
aged better than 75 percent in his weekly 
grades from Auburn coaches in '94 and has 
met the expectations that accompanied him 
out of Vigor High in Prichard, Ala., as 
Bowden's first blue-chip recruit from the 
state, 

Anderson will swing between both tackle 
spots in Bowden's system this year but 
appears to have the necessary skills to han- 
dle the demanding left tackle spot on the 
pro level. At that position, Anderson will be 
asked to protect the quarterback’s blind 
side, 

“My long arms are an advantage,” 
Anderson said. “Ifa pass rusher gets by me, 
Tecan just push him away. I also have a good 
punch move if a defender comes off the line 
and shows me his chest. 


Auburn's Willie Anderson (left) is a real horse—as 
the university's veterinary department will attest. 


“T always thought I was quick for my size. 
I like to pull and block linebackers and 
defensive backs.” 

‘Those open-field targets wish Anderson 
still was breaking arch supports instead of 
their heads, 


Kenard Lang, Miami 


There might have been some skepticism 
earlier this year when Butch Davis suc- 
ceeded Dennis Erickson as coach at Miami, 
but Kenard Lang wasn’t one of the critics 
After hearing about the string of NFL play- 
ers Davis produced during an earlier incar- 
nation as Miami's defensive line coach 
(1984-88), the sophomore defensive end 
was thrilled, 

“When I heard that Coach Davis had 
worked with guys like Jerome Brown, 


Russell Maryland and 
Jimmie Jones, I knew he 
would help the defen- 
sive line out a lot,” Lang 


said. “People call Miami 
‘Quarterback U.,’ but it’s 
mostly a defensive school.” 

And Lang has a chance 
to become the latest addi- 
tion to the proud Hurr- 
icanes defensive line lin- 
eage. Lang, the 1994 Big 
East Rookie of the Year, 
moved into the starting 
lineup in the fourth game 
of the season and regis- 
tered eight sacks and 15 
quarterback pressures, 
recovered a fumble, 
caused a fumble and even 
intercepted a pass. With 
relentless tackle Warren 
Sapp gone a year early, 
the focus of the Hurr- 
icanes' line switches out- § 
side, where ends Lang ¢) 
and junior Kenny Holmes 8} 
reside. 

Lang came to Miami as 2} 
a highly touted 64, 25 
pound linebacker from 
perennial power Evans 
High in Orlando. But he 
quickly was moved to 
end during his 1993 redshirt season. He 
demonstrated an immediate ability to pres- 
sure the quarterback as a scout-team mem- 
ber and continued to impress during 1994 
spring drills. When sixth-year senior Rusty 
Medearis was forced to quit after three 
games last year because of a severely 
injured knee, it was Lang's time. 

“Kenard has a lot of natural instincts and 
the right mental approach,” Miami defen- 
sive line coach Rick Petri said, “He has 
tenacity and is a relentless player. He's 
strong at the point of attack and is going to 
get stronger as he learns his keys and plays 
with more leverage.” 

his smashing debut, Lang admits 
he was confused at times last season. Petri 
calls it “paralysis by analysis,” referring to 
young players’ inability to act quickly while 
they size up a situation. By season's end, 
Lang knew which moves would 


Arizona State quarterback Jake Plummer, nicknamed “The Snake,” had a 
solid sophomore year after often slithering his way out of trouble in 1993. 


myself, and I don't worry about the extra 
attention T'll get. It just makes me work 
harder to be a better player.” 


Marcus Harris, Wyoming 


Even though former Wyoming standout 
receiver Ryan Yarborough provided guid- 
ance and support during Marcus Harris’ 
freshman year as a pass-catching under: 
study, the Cowboys’ record-holder still 
couldn't supplant Hari No. 1 role 
model—his third-grade teacher. 

So profound was her influence that 
Harris is majoring in elementary education 
in the hopes of one day teaching third- 
graders. 

“Her name was Mrs. Perry,” Harris said. 
“I couldn't tell you her first name, but I have 
Continued 


counter certain tactics by 
enemy offensive tackles and 
had developed a solid presence 
against the run. Playing next to 
Sapp helped, too. “Every play 
was like fourth and one for 
him,” Lang said. 

Though Sapp, who won the 
Lombardi Trophy last 
is gone, Lang doesn't expect 
the unit's productivity—Miami 
ranked first nationally in pass 
efficiency (81.3), scoring | 
defense (10.8) and total - 
defense (220.9 _yards)—to 3 
diminish. And he doesn't mind 3} 
the extra pressure he'll face to 3 
perform. 
“Last year, I wanted to get 


Lang said. “This year, I want to 
get 16. I set high goals for 
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knees, wants to double his sack total for the Miami Hurricanes. 
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wanted to teach a long time because of her.” 
America’s youth may have to wait for INTO THE LIME IGHT 
is’ classroom debut, The outrageous 
numbers he posted as a sophomore in 1994 Here are a few more players who can be expected to become nationally 
could be the opening salvo in a college | mown this season: 
career that leads to a job in the NFL, After : 
catching just one pass for 14 yards in 19 Player Pos. Class Ht/Wt. School 
Harris took advantage of Yarborough’s | Reidel Anthony WR Soph. 6-076 Florida 
Reames Coutera uae an Will Blackwell WR Soph. 6-0/180 San Diego State 
ing up 71 receptions for 1,431 yards and 11 Daryl Bush LB Soph. —6-2/230 Florida State 
touchdowns. His 119.3. yards-per-game Rae Carruth WR Jr. 6-0/180 Colorado 
average topped the nation, Andre Cooper WR Jr. 6-2/194 Florida State 
When Wyoming Coach Joe Tiller recruit- Troy Davis RB Soph. 5-8/182 lowa State 
ed Harris from Brooklyn Center High in Kevin Faulk RB Fr. 5-10/195 LSU 
suburban Minneapolis, Tiller promised to | Jammi German WR ie 6-0/180 Miami 
make the 6-2, 207-pounder his main wide- > 
out. Neither party figured that would hap- | Jay Graham Be ale 60/206 emplemiceses, 
pen so fast. Harris thrived in Wyoming's Mark Hartsell QB Jr. 65/218 Boston College 
system, which moves its receivers around Carl McCullough RB Soph. 63/218 + Wisconsin 
in formations to create many opportun Dennis Riddle RB Soph. 6-0/195 Alabama 
for succ 's ordinary Shawn Springs cB Soph. 5-11/181 Ohio State 
4.55 speed, Harris is exceptional after the Glen Steele DT Soph.  6-5/270 Michigan 
catch and is rarely tackled from behind in| travig Stroud NT Soph. 6-3/270 Georgia 
the open field. He's strong enough to go Sh Suttl DT Soph, 6-4/265 Aub 
over the middle and has impressed Tiller Bonen suite Pie Bs ell 
with his confidence and consistency, Herchell Troutman RB Soph. 5-7/185 Colorado 
“This guy is so s cary,” Tiller Eric Vance FS Jr. 6-4/217 Vanderbilt 
said. “He's too real. | would think because Ben Washington FS Soph. 6-1/190 South Carolina 
of his work ethic and mental approach that Brandon Whiting DT Soph. 6-3/275 California 
he should be a consistent performer again 


this year.” 

Harris credits his parents with his out- 
look. “I was taught not to do one thing 
today and then let it slide tomorrow,” he 
said. 


Wyoming's Marcus Harris learned a lot about 
football from Ryan Yarborough and a great 
deal about goals from his third-grade teacher. 


He'll need that positive approach this sea- 
son, when enemy defenders key on him. 
Harris won't mind the extra attention. 
Should things get too crowded for him on 
the field, he can always retreat to the 
Laramie Mountain Range or Snowy 
Mountain Range, which — surround 
Wyoming's picturesque campus. “They let 
me forget about school and football,” Harris 
said. 

But not about Mrs. Perry. 


Kevin Hardy, Illinois 


Kevin Hardy’s first bout with anonymity 
came as a sophomore basketball player at 
Harrison High in Evansville, Ind., when he 
had the misfortune of playing with former 
Indiana great and current Washington 
Bullets swingman Calbert Cheaney and 
Kentucky starting forward Walter McCarty. 
With those guys around, Hardy's role 
quickly was defined. 

“Cheaney told me my role was the trash- 
man,” Hardy said. “I wasn't going to get the 
ball. I had to play defense and be a rebound- 


Hardy turned his athletic affection away 
from the hardwood and toward the football 
field, but during three years as a starting 
linebacker at Illinois, he still hasn't been 
able to attract much attention, Last seas 
Hardy—a 6-4, 240-pound senior—alway 
was the fourth man mentioned on the 
ented Illini linebacking quartet, doing a 1 
tle bit of everything while John Holecek, 
Simeon Rice and Butkus Award winner 
Dana Howard piled up the statistics and 
headlines. 

Things could get better this year, as 
Howard and Holecek have graduated. 
That should allow Hardy to join Rice, who 
led the Big Ten with 16 sacks last year, in 
the spotlight. The attention will be long 
overdue. 
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With Dana Howard and John Holecek no longer 
around at Illinois, Kevin Hardy will get some ink. 


“I have coached more than 15 NFL line- 
backers in my career, and Kevin may be the 
most complete of all of them,” Illinois 
Coach Lou Tepper said, “He could play all 
four linebacker positions here and excel at 


Hardy has. 
ket split end 


.6 speed that helps him blan- 
which he often is asked to do 


in Illinois’ man-under coverage 
schemes. But he also has developed 
enough strength during the two years 


to battle tackles and tight ends in running 
i As a sophomore, Hardy was. 
dled by Penn State tight end Kyle 
Brady. Last sea ly held his own 
with the hulking, 6-6, 260-pound Brady, 

Hardy’s true value to the Illini comes: 
from his versatility and ability to defend 
speedy players by himself. “I'm an all-pur- 
pose type,” Hardy said. “You can put me 
down on the line, I can cover people, and I 
can blitz.” 

The sum of Hardy's parts is substantial, 
but his individual exploits aren't the type to 
attract much attention. He just does a lot of 
things well. That should attract some inter- 


est this year. If it doesn’t, Hardy shouldn't 
worry. Those guys in the NFL are pretty 
perceptive. 


Ronde Barber, Virginia 


Like any freshman redshirting at a 
Division I-A school, Ronde Barber didn’t 
travel with the Virginia team during the 
on. He would tune in on the radio 
for the Cavaliers—and his twin 
brother, Tiki. That couldn't have been easy. 
After 18 years of doing everything together, 
particularly on the football field, the Barber 
brothers were spending some Saturday 
afternoons apart, 

‘The decision to redshirt one freshman 
made 


icked in the 
ack Ronde 
e backfield wasn't 
iki played, 

would go on road trips, and I would 
just sit at home with my radio,” Ronde said, 
clearly not enjoying the memory. “When 
he'd come back, he'd tell me everything I 
had to look forward to.” 

No matter how accomplished a reporter 
i was, there was no way for him to fore- 
cast exactly how much his brother would 
enjoy his first season as a Cavalier. Ronde 
started all 11 games at cornerback in '94, 
grabbing eight interceptions to lead the 
Atlantic Coast Conference and tie for sec- 
ond in the nation. He broke up a team-high 
11 passes and made 55 tackles, securing a 
first-team allleague berth and ACC Rookie 


of the Year honors. 

Part of his success came because rival 
quarterbacks figured they could feast on 
the apprentice cornerback, but most was: 
because of his blend of speed and leaping 
ability. Ronde (5-10, 169 pounds) finished 
fourth in the 110-meter high hurd 
1994 ACC outdoor track championships. 
Cavaliers Coach George Welsh doesn’t put 
Ronde in the same speed category as 


ous PENSAGERALLSPORT 


ae 


Ronde Barber, a master pass thief for Virginia, is 
talking as if the Cavaliers just might steal an ACC 
victory against mighty Florida State this season. 


Washington Redskins cornerback Darrell 
Green, but Welsh is impressed with 
Ronde's ability to accelerate and close on 
the ball. 

“He's not a world-class runner, but he has 
excellent football speed,” Welsh said. “He 


n't brash enough to predict 
another eight interceptions this season 
but agrees with his coach that he'll be a 
better player, regardless of statistics. 
ven though the bulk of the Cavaliers’ 
secondary returns, quarterbacks will be 
careful when they throw Ronde's way. 
Anyway, interceptions are nice, but not as 
nice as wins or league titles. Ronde fig- 
ure: ime someone supplanted Florida 
State as the ACC bully. 

“We realize FSU isn’t an icon of football 
now,” said Barber, who played at Roanoke 
(Va.) Cave Spring High. “They come up to 
our place this year, and they'll be in store 
for a different kind of game than they're 
used to.” 

‘That's quite a statement, considering the 
Seminoles’ 41-17 rout of Virginia last sea- 
son, But Ronde is tired of someone else 
telling him what's going to happen. His 
numbers were pretty loquacious last year, 
and Ronde expects a similar on-field solilo- 
quy in '95. 

“I tell myself I'm the best on the field, but 
Leave it there,” he said. “I'm not cocky. I'm 
confident.” @ 


Michael Bradley is a free-lance writer 
based in Philadelphia, 
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BANDS REVELRY 


By WILLIAM C. RHODEN 


“There ought not to be an American to die 
without coming to this game one time.” 
Southern University Athletic Director 
Marino Casem, on the Bayou Classic 


he night before Grambling State 
jouthern met in Bayou 
ic XXI last Thanksgiving 
weekend, Isaac Greggs was in the 
of the Louisiana Superdome, 
exhorting his Southern Jaguars to prepare 
for Armageddon. 

This is do or die, he said of the competi- 
tion that was about to be waged. He also 
reminded his troops that millions would 
watch their every move on national televi- 
sion the next day. No time for playing 


Grambling State's band went head over heels to please the crowd during halftime of the 1994 Bayou Classic, The night before, time 
Grambling proved it could go tuba to tuba with Southem in a Battle of the Bands victory, but the football game was another matter. 


around. Make sure equipment is tightened, 
lines are formed. 

As Greggs spoke, a messenger arrived 
from Grambling, the Jaguars’ archrival for 
the past six decades. Would Southern like 
to take the field first? Would Greggs mind if 
Grambling led the way 

Greggs paused, then smiled 
them go first,” he said, coolly draw- 
ing on a cigarette. “If we go first, there 
won't be anything left for the 
We are going to kick their asses!” 

Greggs isn't Southern’s football coach 
and the troops aren't Jaguars football p 
ers. He is the school's band leader and hi 
performers are members of the band. This 
is Friday evening, not Saturday afternoon. 
And this is the Battle of the Bands, a wildly 
popular show that has become a staple of 


nS to se 
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ou Classic weekend in New Orleans. 
he Bayou Classic—part of it, any 
is the annual football clash between the 
Grambling Tigers and Southern Jaguars, a 
get-together between two NCAA Division I- 
AA teams that shakes the 76,000-seat 
Superdome. The classic is hot. It's soulful. 
And it's more than a mere rivalry. Having 
celebrated its 20th anniversary in 1994, it 
has become ion point for loyal 
alumni of the two Louisiana schools, a way 
of life for residents, a season-ending show- 
case for players and coaches and one grand 
party for thousands of people from 
throughout the nation who aren't associ 
ed with either university. 

Grant Winrow, a Nashville resident, said 
he and his friends attended the * i 
to have a good time. “We support bla 
leges—and this 
ga Winrow s 
live all over the country and 
a lot of us couldn't get home 
for Thanksgiving. So we did 
the best. thing—we 
Orleans for the 


Like New Orleans f, the 
classic offers a little bit of 
everything for everybody, 
‘We 
fans in the Supei rdome from 
Portland, Oregon, to Port- 
land, Maine,” said Clarence 
Cunningham, a member of 
the Bayou Classic Committee 
and former vice chancellor of 
administration at South 
“For the alums of the two 
schools, this has become the 
biggest weekend of the yea 
Super Bowl 
. the Bayou C 
ely more than a football 


Something like 
So, ye 


Southern Athletic Direct- 
or Marino Casem, the re- 
nowned “Godfather” of black 
college athletics and long- 
time football coach at Alcorn 
State, was even more em- 
phatic about the standing of 
the game itself. “The people 
who support football at his- 
i: torically black colleges come 
_J# to the game looking for a fes- 

tive atmosphere and a good 
1. “The foot- 
condary, and 


ball game is 


sometimes thirddary. 

The Bayou Classic, unlike many other 
college football spectacles, isn't a one-day 
affair, Or even a Friday-Saturday event. The 
most recent Bayou bash began on 
Wednesday, when New Orleans Mayor 
Mare Morial issued a special proclamation. 
By Friday afternoon, fans had crammed the 
French Quarter and Canal Street. 

The goings-on surrounding the classic 


said, “We don’t prepare any different for 
Southern.” But, a week earlier, as the 
Grambling football staff was scouting the 
Southern football team, Grambling's 
band personnel was scouting Southern’s 
band to see what routines it may have 
added. 
Greggs 
Grambling’ 
ter. 


scoffed at the notion that 
puting venture would mat- 
nee between our band’s 


Fans from throughout U.S. let 
good times roll in New Orleans 
when historically black colleges 
clash in soulful Bayou Classic 


well as festive. On 
job fair attracted several 
major companies, That evening, an annual 
corporate reception recognized contribu- 
tors to the scholarship fund for the two 
competing schools, And, in the first signifi- 
cant competition of the 1994 extravaga 
Grambling came out on top when Shelia 
Mutamba Rugege was named Miss Bayou 
al 


are substantive 


learly, most college football ri s 
ture pregame activities that culminate in 
Saturday’s Big Game. On Thanksgiving 
weekend in New Orleans, though, the 
events leading up to kickoff are in no way 
considered a prelude. Indeed, the Bayou 
regame functions are events unto 
themselves. The Battle of the Bands on 
Friday night is a case in point. 


Ithough they take place under the 

ame expansive Superdome roof, the 

Bayou Ck 's Battle of the 
and its football game are practically sey 
rate entities. A victory in one head-to-head 
meeting isn't regarded as a victory in 
another. 

Under the direction of Greggs, who 
arrived on the Southern campus in Baton 
Rouge in 1970, the Jaguars’ band has 
emerged as one of the nation’s preeminent 
college marching organizations. In fact, 
Southern was chosen to represent the 
United States last spring in a marching- 
band exhibition in China. 

Asked if competing against the 
Jaguars’ musicians was a daunting 
assignment, Maurice Johnson, 
Grambling’s first-year band director, 


The vibrant Greek Stomp competition features 
rigorous dance routines worthy of a tip of the hat. 


show and Grambling's will be the differ- 
ence between riding in a Mercedes and 
riding in a Jeep,” he predicted. 

Southern and Grambling, bitter rivals as 
they are, don't e to eye on much, but 
the two Louisiana schools agree that the 
pressure to outperform each other— 
whether the competition involves football 


teams or bands—is enormous. 

“It's extremely intense pressure because 
quite a few people come there just to see 
the bands,” Johnson said. “The ck 
sents pressure like you've never envisioned 
before. It’s like you're on center stage. And 
it’s pressure that builds up all year long. It's 
not one week. When one Bayou Classic is 
over, the hype and everything starts for the 
next one. Almost the next day. 

Much is written about the importance of 
bands at historically black schools. 
Virtually all of it is true. Bands are not only 
crucial to the overall pageantry of college 
football but also serve as_ critical 
appendages to black college football. The 
degree to which they're an integral part of 
the proceedings is evident in New Orleans, 
where otherwise-neutral Bayou Classic 
football fans often choose sides based on 
which band they like. Invariably, this deci- 
sion is made the night before the game, 
when 40,000 fans show up at the 
Superdome for the Greek Stomp and the 
Battle of the Bands. 

For first-time attende often an over- 
whelming experience as fraternities and 
ecute rigorous dance routines 
in furious competition and two great bands. 
try to rock each other off the stands. 
Mostly, it’s plain exhilarating. 

The cavernous Superdome is dark except 
for lights focused on a stage set up near the 
50-yard line; fans, some clad in the black 
and gold of Grambling and others wearing 
the powder blue and gold of Southern, sit 
side by side and cheer on their favorite step 
team. But for all the clunk and thundering 
of the steppers on stage, the event merely 
sets the table for the real war: the Battle of 
the Bands. 

Forty-five minutes before the ‘94 show 
was to begin, Greggs sat on a metal folding 
chair, Surrounded by a swirl of activity, he 
barked instructions to band members and 
held court with former students (including 
a congressman and a state police officer) 
who came by. Even Jaleel White, who plays 
Urkel on TV’s Family Matters, stopped to 
chat. 

Grambling marched out first. The crowd, 
still buzzing over the step contest, broke 
into loud cheers of anticipation. Led by a 
high-stepping drum major, the Tigers’ 
musicians marched in front of the enthusi- 
astic audience, tubas bobbing and trumpets 
glistening. They were in a mambo-like 
groove as they took their seats. It was a dra- 
matic entrance. 

Now it was Southern’s turn, 

First to emerge were the Jaguars’ 
majorettes, dressed in white gowns. The 
corps of drummers beat out an infectious 
rhythm to which the band members twisted 
and turned, bobbed and weaved. The pro- 
Southern crowd roared its approval. 

The Grambling band sat on one side of 
the field, Southern on the other. A spotlight 
drenched each unit as it performed. As the 
competition swayed back and forth, the 
fans, in rapt attention, were judge and jury. 
The battle appeared even until Grambling 
pulled a rabbit out of the hat: a gospel group 
and a golden-voiced singer crooning / Sing 


Continued 
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Because I'm Happy. The popular gospel 
sound got the crowd on its feet, loving 
every minute of it. 

Southern's Greggs was stumped. He 
didn’t bring any deep spiritual music—and 
he didn’t bring a gospel choir, either. Later, 
he would accuse Grambling of using pro- 
fessional talent. 

“That guy is a preacher,” Greggs said, 
referring to one of the crooners. “We don’t 
focus on singing. If we wanted to do that, 
we'd have brought the choir, This is a band 


competition.” 

No, it’s the Bayou Classic, and anything 
goes, 

When Grambling finished, Southern 
attempted an up-tempo spiritual. Grambling 
then went to its playbook and answered 
with Pieces of Silver, another popular gospel 
selection. The crowd erupted again. 

There are no formal judges in these 
affairs; no winners are ever announcet 
There also is no mistake about it: 
Grambling’s band won the battle in ‘94. 

“Overall, you judge by the crowd reaction 
toward what you're doing,” Grambling’s 
Johnson said. “If the crowd reaction is 
favorable, you might pretty much ascertain 
who you think won. You leave it for the 
masses and the public to debate over. We 
don’t give out trophies and say first place 
and second place. It's however you leave 


there and who in your mind is the best. But 
everybody's generally able to tell.” 

You also can tell that the Battle of the 
Bands—with the Greek Stomp an added 
attraction—is the show-stopper of the 
Bayou Classic weekend. 


ew understand the connection 
between the bands, black schools, 
American culture and African 
American tradition. 
According to Willi 


liam P. Foster, the direc- 


It's 2. a.m. on game day—do you know where your Bayou Classic fans are? Where else but Bourbon Street in the 
French Quarter. The party atmosphere is just part of the Thanksgiving weekend bash that lures African American 
fans (many of whom aren't associated with either competing university) to New Orleans in astounding numbers. 


tor of Florida A&M's band for nearly 50 
years, the history of black college march- 
ing bands has its roots in ancient Africa and 
Asia. Foster, whose dissertation on black 
bands became the authoritative reference 
on the subject, has his FAMU drum majors 
carry maces, which resemble the long 
poles carried by African chiefs. 

Harold Bray, band director at Bethune- 
Cookman College and a member of 
Grambling’s band as a student, said that 
black bands started out mimicking the pre- 
dominantly white schools’ military-band tra- 
dition, which features crispness and preci- 
sion rather than flash and continues in that 
vein to this day. But after about five decades, 
the black bands created their own style. 

Conrad Hutchinson Jr., band director at 
Grambling from 1953 to the mid-1980s, said 
the early marching bands at historically 
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black colleges patterned their styles after 
the great black swing bands. “We used 
them as our sound models,” said 
Hutchinson, who as a prodigy first played 
for the Tuskegee Institute band when he 
was 10 years old, “We took ideas on orches- 
tration from the Jimmie Lunceford band.” 

Hutchinson said that while the Bayou 
Classic crowds are tremendous, impressive 
throngs of 30,000 and 40,000 turned up at 
Soldier Field in Chicago in the 1930s and 
1940s to watch Alabama-based Tuskegee 
and Wilberforce (Ohio) play their 
annual game, “Even then, the 
bands were given credit for attract- 
ing most of the public,” he recalled, 

By the late 1950s and early 
1960s, the bands at historically 
black colleges, especially the fast- 
stepping Florida A&M Marching 
100, began to tap into the rhythm- 
and-blues current of African 
American culture, Eventually, they 
incorporated the latest dances into 
their routines as well. Marching 
bands at predominantly white 
schools stuck to the military princi- 
ples. 

“(Our) band fits the movement 
and maneuvers just like a glove,” 
Foster said. 

Still, there's considerably more 
to black college bands than enliven- 
ing football weekends. For exam- 
ple, once the helmets and shoulder 
pads are put away at Grambling, the 
Tigers’ band embarks on an exten- 
sive concert season featuring clas- 
sical performances. “After the last 
football game, we get back into the 
business of education,” Johnson 
said. “Contrary to what a lot of peo- 
ple think, we don't do this year- 
round. These students have to 
learn about Bach, Beethoven and 
Mozart.” 


he football version of the 
Southern-Grambling rivalry 
began in 1932, at a time 
= when those schools were the only 
public institutions in Louisiana that 
would accept African American stu- 
dents. Southern, whose Baton 

Rouge campus is located 80 miles 

northwest of New Orleans, was 
founded in 1 Grambling, located in a 
northern Louisiana town (about 190 miles 
from Baton Rouge) bearing the school's 
name, opened its doors in 1901. 

Forty-one years after their first meeting, 
the schools took their game off campus. 
Shreveport was the choice, and the 1973 
game in that northwestern Louisiana city 
drew more than 40,000 fans. It was just the 
beginning. 

‘The next year, Grambling Coach Eddie 
Robinson helped move the Southern- 
Grambling game to New Orleans’ Tulane 
Stadium, longtime home of the Sugar Bowl, 
and called it the Bayou Classic. At the time, 
Robinson envisioned making the classic 


into a “black Sugar Bowl.” His inspiration 
had come in 1964, when Grambling played 
Florida A&M before 48,000 fans in the 
Orange Blossom Classic in Miami's Orange 


Bowl. 

It took 10 years for Robinson’s vision to 
become a reality. On November 23, 1974, 
76,753 fans—the most ever to watch a game 
between two historically black colleges— 
saw freshman Doug Williams lead 
Grambling to a 21-0 victory over Southern 
at Tulane’s creaky stadium. 

Doe Williams, the Southern trainer, said 
the first game set the tone for what was to 
follow. “Man, New Orleans was jumping,” 
he said. “It was like Mardi Gras. There 
were so many people in that old stadium, 
Without a doubt, it was a real feat to see 
that many people come together.” 

Doug Williams went on to a fine pro 
career and was the Most Valuable Player of 
Super Bowl XXII, But he said the first 
Bayou game will stick in nind nearly as 
much as his performance for Washington 
in the Redskins’ Super Bowl triumph over 
Denver. 

“ll never forget running out of the dress: 
ing room into Tulane Stadium and seeing 
about 80,000 people in the stands,” 
Williams said. “It was unbelievable. And the 
majority were black Americans. Just unbe- 
lievable. 

‘The next season, the Bayou Classic 
moved to the new Superdome, where the 
game has never attracted fewer than 50,000 
fans and often has surpassed the 70,000 
mark, Along the way, it has brought football 
fans, proud alumni, out-of-towner 
lovers, hotel guests, shoppers, din 
partygoers to New Orleans in extraordi- 
nary numbers. 

The scope of the Bayou Cla 
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for anyone who has read stories about the 
nonexistent black sports fan, the sight of 
70,000-plus black fans in New Orleans may 
be one of the most striking elements of the 


cial impact consistently has been a point of 
pride—actually, a point of proof—that 
African Americans will support their own 
segment of the sports industry. 

Bill Langkopp, the executive director of 
the Greater New Orleans Hotel and Motel 
Association, called the Bayou C a 


aresult of the Bayou Classic's boon to 
the economy, Robinson, once rebuffed in 
his efforts to get the Sugar Bowl committee 
to endorse the Grambling- 
Southern game for New 
Orleans like the Orange Bowl 
had embraced Florida A& 
Orange Blossom 
Miami, now 
Orleans. offi 
to keep thi million 
cow in their backyar 
(Assuring better group ra 
at hotels is among the key 
steps the city h 
“The Bayou C 
pride of my lifetime, 
S says today. 
aying a lot, in view of his 
college footbal 


“valuable piece of business on our calen- 


for 
New 
determined 


finds 


io aice : e al 
bushelful. also poignant 
when you consider that as a 

al Louisianan growing up 
in the shadow of Louisiana 
State University and listening to the 
Bowl on the radio, Robinson wondered if 
he could ever be part of anything so spe- 


As exciting as the “step show” ison Friday night, i merely sels the 
table for the weekend's most upbeat event—the Battle of the Bands. 


dar.” Valuable indeed. The event brings 
more than 40,000 visitors to New Orleans, 
fills 20,000 rooms and pushes the occupan- 
cy rate to 80 percent at a time of the year 
when sales and visitors once lagged. And 
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cial as LSU football and the Sugar Bowl. 
He need not wonder anymore. 


ith the possible exception of 
Robinson, no one associated with 
the Bayou Classic could have pre- 


dicted the extent to which it has become a 
social magnet. 

Thousands of fans who attend the cla 
don't have ties to either school. “We just 
come for the bands,” said Gloria Grayson, 
who with her husband drove to New 
Orleans last year from Orange, Texas, 

“It's like a reunion,” Southern A.D, 
Casem said. “A time to socialize with old 
friends and forget your trouble: 

“How big a game is the Bayou Classic?” 
asked Nate Singleton, a former 
Grambling standout now with 
the San Francisco 49ers, 

“Down in Louisiana, to black 
folks, it’s the event. .. . | mean, 
some people don't even talk 
about Thanksgiving. It's ‘OK, 
what are youl going to wear to 
the classic? Where am I stay- 
ing? What are we doing that 
week?’ And then after all that, 
then maybe they tart thinking 
about Thanksgivin; 

If some fans aren't thinking 
about turkey, more than a few 
aren't thinking about football, 
either. 

“People don't even come for 
the game,” said Johnson, Gramb- 
ling’s band maestro, no doubt 
taking pride in the Battle of the 
Bands’ power to lure fan: 

‘The Bayou Clas an event 
in which sports and music 
become deeply intertwined with 
culture and sociology. It 
environment where football isn’t 
played and bands aren't paraded 
for their own s 
as reflections of a great institu. 
tion in African American culture: 
the historically black college. 
And it is an environment that is 
positively electric the New 
Orleans Times-Picayune pointed 
out in an editorial last Novem- 
ber: The classic has “the kind of 
pageantry and pulsating colle- 
giate energy that has helped the 
annual football game find an 
important niche in a crowded 
field of Big Easy big events,” 

For all the hype, the classic is tame com- 
pared to other events New Orleans has 
known. No painted faces, no men running 
around half-naked. There is little hol- 
related intoxication, only intoxication 
induced by the joy of simply being there. 
There is, however, loud trash-talking. 

‘The Southern-Grambling rivalry contains 
all the ingredients of a great matchup: a 
clash of the small-town school (Grambling) 
vs. the large (Southern); rural Grambling, 
La., population 5,500, with stretches of 
farmland and fields, vs. urban Baton Rouge, 
population 220,000, with stretches of office 
buildings and industry; Grambling in the 
northern part of the state, Southern to the 
south, 


“There are just different characteri 
between the north and the south,” Ca 
said. “The flavor here is of a great festival. 
You've got the hot spicy food. You've got 
Mardi Gras, People here are more industri- 
al and in touch with the political atmos- 
phere.” 

Whatever the contrasts, the Bayou 
Classic provides a way to keep in touch, 
‘There are some fans, though, who remem- 
ber life long before the classic, when there 
were no crowds and barely a football team. 
Perkie Lee Frazier, one of the first students 
to complete a four-year program at 
Grambling in 1944, once recalled how 
Robinson, who began his Grambling coach- 
ing career in 1941, reacted to the exodus of 


Southern’s Kenya Rounds (number 53) says fans use the classic as a measuring 
stick. The Jaguars measured up last year, hounding Grambling's Kendrick Nord. 


men from the campus during World War us 
(when the school had two football-le: 
‘Rob said he wasn't going to 
any ladies at Grambling that didn't know 
how to play the game.” So, she said, the 
coach taught football to female students. 


is less a battle between bitter 
enemies than an annual tiff between first 
cousins who love each other, love compet- 
ing against each other, love sharing the 
good times afterward. The universities are 
deeply competitive in-state schools and 
Southwestern Athletic Conference rival 

For either team, a victory in the national- 
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sed Bayou Classic—the 1995 game 
will be played on November 25 at the 
Superdome—can salvage a lost season or 
embellish a good one. “We really need a win 
for our fans,” Southern linebacker Kenya 
Rounds said before the '94 game. “They 
look at the Bayou CI Ss 
stick. If we come out with a win, everything 
will be all right.” 
‘The magnitude of the game isn’t lost on 
Southern quarterback Eric Randall, either. 
“No one who has ever stepped onto the 
playing field for the Bayou Classic can 
make the statement that this is just another 
said. “You have to take it to 
other level, just because you're actually 
playing in the Bayou C Southern and 
Grambling: his is for all the 
marbles. 
‘cept that no one wi 
marbles at the Bayou Classic. 
A year ago, Grambling’s half- 
time show was pleasing, a much- 
needed improvement on its 1993 
performance when a rapper, 
emingly inebriated, embar- 
ssed the Grambling audience 
ted the hiring of 
needed 
st, too. Their team trailed 
Southern by three touchdowns 
at halftime. 


ly tele 


's bi staged the 
night before in the Battle of the 
Bands, performed acrobatics and 
played funky music. Th ina 
masterstroke, it formed the half- 
time score—0-21—and marched 
off the field. The crowd went 
wild. 

“That formation was nothing 
new—they do that every year,” 
Grambling director Johnson 
grumbled. “We try to come out 
with different and innovative 


spawning innovation. The New 
Orleans spectacle, part of a lin- 
eage that bega 
A&M's Orange Blo 
Sand the Magic City Cla 
® Birmingham, has inspired a gen- 
= eration of new games, including 
the Chicago CI Circle City 
Classic in Indianapolis, State Fair 
, Gateway 
ind Heritage 


Bowl in Atlanta. 

Without question, though, the many- 
faceted and widely popular Bayou Cla: 
evolved into the of them all. It offers 
something for eve 

ip fund-raiser, Greek Stomp, 
reunions, music deeply rooted in black cul 
ture and, yes, a little football. 

Those last two items are of paramount 
intere As has been duly noted, 
fae won the Battle of the Bands last 

, However, Southern wound up winning 
ihe football game, 34-7. At the Bayou 
not clear which victory is more 


Class 
important. 2 


William C. Rhoden is a columnist for The 
New York Times. 
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From ballboy to star wideout, 
Johnson’s USC roots run deep 


By BOB KEISSER 


he Keyshawn Johnson story is 
about family, mon nily, secu- 
rity, family, love and family. 
And a big peach pie. 

We'll The Keyshawn 
Johnson you will st the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum, around the Pac-10 and 
on SportsCenter highlights this i 
Southern California's senior wide receiver, 
the best returning pass-catcher in the 
nation and an All-America and Heisman 
Trophy candidate, 

Last year, he caught 66 p 
yards and nine touchdowns de 
of two game: 

cord and a 
With hi 205 
d (4.5) ill-developing 
» he probably would have 
been a first-round pick in the April NFL 
draft if he hadn't decided to return to USC, 

As good as UCLA's Stokes acol- 
legian, Johnson is a step better beca 's 
a full step faster. “He's fitting into the mold of 
the tal ‘iver with good speed, like 
1 Irvin, Jerry Rice, Alvin Harper and 
Coach John Robinson said. 


toan 


USC alums talk about the Trojan famil 
often enough to make Pac-10 ri s 
dinal. “Once a Trojan, always a Trojan” 
sounds like an advertising cliche left over 
from the Marlboro Man of the '60s, before 
tobacco ads were surgically removed from 
television. 

But it is 


‘olute truth in the case of 
Johnson, who ntially has had two USC 
careers; one as @ young fan and one as a 
young star, The merger of the two caree! 
has made Johnson a significant model for the 
choices offered to youth, and as 
much a part of the n image ‘ommy 
Trojan, a bronze statue of a warrior in the 
center of campu: the white 
horse that appe > home games. 

Johnson first became acquainted with 
USC in 1979, at the age of 7. To Johnson, 
the product of a one-parent home, USC wa 
at first “ big near Wil 
Elementary School, a place for Johnson and 
his friends to play after school, and some- 
times during it. 

He eventually stumbled across football 
nd took a liking to the game, the 
\d their players. He became a fix- 
ture, an unofficial mascot and ballboy, He 
would help the equipment men carry bags, 
shag balls and run errands. He also helped 
stuff envelopes in the sports information 
office and sell programs at USC baseball 
and basketball games. 
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Ronnie Lott bought Johnson and his 
friends pizza. Marcus Allen demanded to 
know why they weren't in school. Johnson 
would eat at the tea yost-practice train- 
ing table. Associate Sports Information 
Director Nancy Mazmanian would drive 
him home whenever he stayed past dusk. 

Practice attendance turned into game 
tickets, which then became sideline passes. 
It reached the point where if Johnson 
missed a day or two of practice, the players 
would wonder where he v 

“Here was a place where I could hang out,” 
said Johnson, who turned 23 this summer. “It 
became a habit, day after day, year after year. 
I must have gone to USC just about every 
between the ages of 8 
player 


82, opened their 


apartment to 
hawn and told him to make himself 
comfortable, It was a little home-away-from- 


home for Johnson, a place to flop if it got too 
late to go home, a place where ley 
would hover over Johnson's shoulder and 
make sure he did his homework. 

“That was an important part of my life,” 
said Johnson, who was about 9 at the time. 
“I see a lot of the players from those da 
and they're doing so well for themsely 
either playing football or in the business 
world. It makes you want to be successful 
like them, not just in winning the Heisman 
or playing pro ball, but in being looked at in 
the public eye as a good human being. 

“When people like Nancy and Scott go 
out of their way to help you—not because 
they had to but because they wanted to, 
because they liked you—it leaves quite an 
impression on you. Those people really 
helped me.” 

“I never asked him what kind of life he 
had when he wasn't at USC,” said Tinsley, a 
former Trojans quarterback who now 
works for a title insurance company and is a 
partner in a sports bar in Laguna Nigel, 
Calif. “I didn’t know his family. 

“What I did know was that he was a kid 
who only wanted to do good. I don’t know 
what role Tim and I might have played in 
his growing up, and I wouldn't presume we 
did anything special, He was street smart; 1 
probably learned as much from him.” 

Johnson never really wanted to leave 
USC, but a little thing got in the way: life. 
He was now a teenager facing the peer 
pressure inherent in being a teena; 
Hanging around at USC no longer was a 
cool thing to do. 

And USC was changing, too. John 
Robinson left after the 1982 season. ley 
graduated, Johnson was welcome during 
the Ted Tollner regime, but that lasted just 
four years. When Larry Smith was hired 
before the '87 campaign, the door was 
closed on a lot of USC traditions. By that 
time, the 15 ‘old Johnson was clearly 
on the wrong side of it, 

He got immersed in street life, running 
with a gang, getting involved in petty theft, 
and even selling drugs. 

“I was a teenager by then and I had 
grown out of hanging around USC,” he 
said. “But I didn't have any sense of direc- 
tion. I came from a one-parent home, and 
neither mom nor my brothers or sisters 


could tell me what to do. 

“Everyone that I knew at USC was just 
about gone, the coaches and the players. 
My attitude became, ‘Oh, well, let me go 
hang out at school or the park and get in 
some trouble here.’ After awhile, you fall 
into that kind of pattern. It’s pretty easy to 
do in LA. 

“1 wasn’t violent. I didn't even do those 
things because I needed money. My mom 
had a good job and provided for her kids. I 
just wanted a change of pace.” 

He was arrested as an eighth-grader for 
misdemeanor theft and placed in a correc- 
tional facility for nine months. Upon his 
release, his mom moved him to different 
parts of the city, trying to find a haven. 
Johnson attended Canoga Park 
High and Palisades High before 
winding up back in the inner 
city, and back in football, at 
Dorsey High. 

He was an all-city receiver with 
great talent who was recruited 
by most major colleges with one 
notable exception—USC. The 
Trojan hierarchy, Smith and 
Athletic Director Mike McGee, 
had decided that they no longer 
would admit Prop 48 candidates. 

Even UCLA came calling on 
Johnson, advising him what 
classes and test scores he need- 
ed to go to Westwood. As much 
as he was a Trojan at heart, he 
respected that effort; the fact 
USC didn't make an effort hurt 
him deeply. 

He signed with the 
University of Miami but never 
made it to South Florida, unable 
to reach the needed score on 
the SAT, He wound up at West 
Los Angeles Community 
College in 1991, but quit after 
four games to concentrate on 
academics. The following year, 
he considered transferring to 
junior colleges in South 
Carolina and Mississippi before 
deciding to stay in California. 
Johnson sat out the 1992 season 
and learned how to be a stu- 
dent. He returned to the field at 
West L.A. in 1993 and earned 
junior college All-America hon- 
ors after making 55 catches for 
1,245 yards and 12 touchdowns 
in just nine games. 

By then, Robinson was back at 
USC, and the old traditions had 
been restored, The gangly kid 
“who couldn't even play basket- 
ball,” as Tinsley recalls, had grown into a 
player and wanted to be a man, and USC was 
ready to welcome him back into the family. 

“If (Robinson) had been at USC back then 
(his high school years), I believe 1 would 
have come to USC right away,” Johnson said. 
“My motivation level to study and succeed 
would have made me work harder. I wish T 
was a freshman or a sophomore, with a 
whole USC career ahead of me.” 

‘That feeling permeated Johnson to the 
degree that he decided to wait one more 
year to begin his NFL career. He won't have 


Rob Johnson throwing to him, but 
Keyshawn still should thrive with either 
Brad Otton or Kyle Wachholtz at quarter- 
back. 

“My mom told me she wanted me to stay 
in school,” Johnson said. “I said, ‘But 
Mommy, we could be $5 million richer and 
we could live in Bel Air.’ She said, ‘Boy, stay 
in school, If the Lord wants you to play on 
Sundays, he'll make sure you play on 
Sundays.’ You know what will make my 
mom most proud? Getting a degree, That 
money won't make her proud. She's an 
older lady and money can't make her happy. 
She loves seeing me play football and being 
a USC student. 

“You know what John Robinson said he 


Academic shortcomings forced Keyshawn Johnson to attend a junior college 
following a standout prep career. He was able to join his Trojan family last sea- 
son and enjoyed a smashing debut. Now he has Heisman aspirations. 


wanted? He didn’t say he wanted me to be 
an All-American or win the Heisman or 
have an NFL career. He said he wants to 
see me graduate. He'll be so upset with me 
if I don’t graduate. If something were to 
happen to me, I would have a USC degree 
to fall back on. I could be a probation officer 
or counselor. I could coach. When my play- 
ing career is over, I want to come back to 
USC and be an as 4 

Not a head coach? “Nah, offensive coor- 
dinator. I don’t need all that pressure,” he 
said, laughing. 


“I don’t think I've ever met a person more 
prepared for the pressures of college foot- 
ball,” USC receivers coach Mike Sanford 
said, “There are certain things people 
dream about, and when they get there it 
just feels natural. Keyshawn has always pic- 
tured himself playing at USC.” 

“I compliment him for getting through all 
that he’s gone through,” said Shannon, now 
a lawyer and player agent. “You could tell 
back then that he wanted to be different.” 

“[ can’t say enough about him,” Tinsley 
said, “You knew he always wanted to do 
good. You can talk about what role we may 
have played in his life, but in reality he 
picked us, and he alone has turned his life 
around.” 


Johnson now spends much 
of his free time talking to youth 
groups about the choices they 
have. He likes to say there are 
three options out of the inner 
city—school, jail or the ceme- 
tery. He often tells deep, touch- 
ing stories about old friends 
who chose the other options. 

“1 tell kids, ‘Look where I 
come from.’ Just because I had 
to walk a crooked line doesn't 
mean I couldn't achi 
goals and dream: 
said. “I tell kids to believe in 
what you want to believe in, and 
don't let anyone get in the way.” 

Now, about that pie. 

When Johnson was hanging 
out at Tinsley’s apartment, he 
had carte blanche to visit. One 
time, though, he came by and 
no one was home. All the 
doors were locked. So he jim- 
mied open the sliding-glass 
door and let himself in. 

Then he got hungry, so he 
made himself a stack of pan- 
cakes. He was still hungry, so 
he made himself a big peach 
pie. Then he fell asleep. Late 
for home when he awoke, he 
ran off without cleaning up. 

“] walked in,” said Tinsley 
with a chuckle, “and the oven 
was still on at about 300 
degrees, there was a stack of 
4 dirty pancake dishes on the 
BI table, and a half-eaten peach pie. 
@ 1 asked Keyshawn if he had 
3 come by, and he said, ‘No way.’ I 
'9 kept drilling him until he finally 
gave it up, mainly because he 
needed a ride somewhere.” 

“They always said they wor- 
ried about me when I wasn't 
there,” Johnson said. “The back door was 
always open, so I was surprised when it was 
locked, So I sort of let my: When they 
walked in and saw the place was a mess, 
they said, ‘Hmmm, pancakes, peach pie. 
Now who can this be?" 

It takes awhile for Tinsley to stop laugh- 
ing. “He's a dandy, isn’t he?” he said. 


‘And for one more year, and the rest of his 
life, a USC dandy, # 


Bob Keisser is a columnist for the Long 
Beach (Calif.) Press-Telegram. 
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SETTING AN ALL-AMERICA 


By JOE POSNANSKI 


hey couldn't believe it. They 

watched Orlando Pace work out, 

simply work out in the Columbus, 

Ohio, summer heat, before the 
season even began—and they couldn't 
believe what this kid was doing. 

Doing? What wasn't he doing? He 
smashed through a defensive lineman. He 
dropped back and held off a defender in a 
pass formation. One word from the coach- 
es, and he adjusted his feet. One order, and 
he changed his position, as if on remote 
control. He was too big, too strong, too fast, 
too versatile. He had those long arms, those 
quick feet and that balance. God, a wreck- 
ing ball couldn't knock this man over. This 
kid. This freshman. 

And so the Ohio State coaches watched 
open-mouthed, like children at the fair, and 
shook their heads. 

“What did I tell you?” offensive 
tackle/tight end coach Lee Owens said. 

“Unbelievable,” Coach John Cooper 
answered, 

This just doesn’t happen. Offensive line- 
men just don’t happen. In high school, giant 
6-foot-6, 270-pound boys overwhelm defens- 
es with wrestling moves and muscle. But 
then they go to college, and they must 
relearn everything, 

Not Pace. In fact, he's so good he may be 
considered the best offensive lineman in 
college football history by the time he 
leaves Buckeyeland, That's a mouthful, but 
it's not a preposterous notion when you 
compare Pace’ rt to other all-time great 


Li ace, Bill Fralic started from Day 
One at Pitt. A two-time All-America (1983, 
'84), Fralic finished sixth in Heisman 
Trophy voting a: nior in ‘84. But few 
can match the freshman feats of Pace and 
Fralic. 

Anthony Munoz might be the greatest 
tackle to ever play pro football, but when he 
was a freshman reserve at Southern 
California in 1976, he felt the breeze of 
defensive linemen sprinting past. He never 
was a consensus All-Amet Two-time 
Nebraska All-America center Dave 
Rimington, who won consecutive Outland 
trophies (‘81 and and the Lombardi 
Award (82), finished fifth in Heisman vot- 


ing in 1982. That 
was the highest 
showing by an 
offensive lineman 
since 1973, when 
Ohio State tackle 
John Hicks fin- 
ished second. But 
Rimington was a 
reserve as a red- 
shirt freshman 
in 1979. Even 
Michigan State 
monster Tony 
Mandarich—the 
No. 2 overall 
pick in the 1989 
NFL draft—had 
to endure a red- 
shirt year (1984) 
before he began 
to pancake Big 
Ten foes. 

And so the 
most 


Pace is that he? 
walked on cam- 


pus at Ohio State Offensive linemen don't just happen, but huge Orlando Pace (right), as a freshman 
complete, 6-foot- in 1994, demonstrated an extraordinary grasp of the finer points of playing tackle. 


5, 320 pounds, an 
instant all-star offensive lineman, just add 
water. He was the starter at the Buckeyes’ 
first practice, and he started every snap 
afterward. Coaches couldn't believe what 
they were seeing. 

“I stood there that first day and all I could 
think was, ‘Wow,’ ” said Owens, now the 
coach at Akron. “I mean wow, he's incredi- 
ble. And you have to understand, I had 
already coached Korey Stringer, so I 
thought I knew a little s hing about 
offensive linemen. But this kid, to know 
everything he knew, to understand every 
thing so well, it was absolutely remark- 
able.” 

Now, they wonder how good he can 
become. He's so good already. He was the 
first Ohio State offensive lineman to start 
his first game as a freshman, then he was 
the first to start his second game as a fresh- 
man, this at a school that has had 15 alum- 
ni on NFL offensive lines since 1980, this at 
a school with eight different All-Americas 
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on the offensive line since freshmen 
became eligible to play in 1972, Pace was 
named Big Te man of the Year by 
both the media and coaches, an unprece- 
dented feat. More amazing is that he turned 
the trick in a year when Indiana's Alex 
Smith rushed for 1,475 yards—the most 
ever by a Big Ten freshman, 

Pace’s yt mishing. He started 
the first game, a 34-10 victory against 
Fresno State in the Pigskin Classic, and 
played every snap. He shut out Illinois’ 
Simeon Rice, an All-Big Ten linebacker who 
led the league with 16 sacks, in a 24-10 loss, 
He overwhelmed a Michigan defensive line 
as Ohio State beat the Wolverines, 22-6, for 
the first time in seven tries under Cooper. 
And his best game might have been a 48-14 
victory over Purdue when, Pace said, “I 
started really dominating people. That was 
fun.” 

And he did this though defenses attacked 
him. At right tackle, the 65, 315-pound 


PRESEASON 


Stringer, a two-time All-Big Ten choice, 
developed a reputation as a man not to be 
trifled with. So defenses tried to shift things 
toward Pace. Foes lined up their best pass 
wainst Pace, they ran complicated 
patterns at Pace. And he kept adjusting, 
kept protecting the quarterback, and the 
Buckeyes soon felt as comfortable running 
behind him as Stringer, the coaches’ pick as 
Big Ten Freshman of the Year in 1992. 
“He didn't have one bad game that I can 
remember,” Cooper said of Pace. 
Now, Pace will be a sophomore, a key ele- 


ally unusual to see a guy do what 
he’s done,” Purdue Coach Jim Colletto said. 
“I've been coaching offensive linemen for a 
lot of years and I've seen it maybe a handful 
of times. 

“He's as good as a lot of juniors and 
seniors around the country right now. He’s 
made some mistakes, freshman mistakes, 
you know, but physically he can play with 
any of them, He held his own against some 
of the best players in the Big Ten and that 
alone should tell you something.” 

The strangest part is there’s really 
nobody to chart Pace against. He is 30 or 40 
pounds bigger than most of college foot- 
ball’s greatest linemen—Rimington and 
Fralic, for instance. And he is far ahead of 


ALtL-AMERICA 


TEAM 


WR Bobby Engram §-10/185 Penn State 
WR Keyshawn Johnson _6-4/205 = USC 

TE Brian Collins «6 -8/226 Sti (CU ae 

T Jonathan Ogden 68/315. Sr. UCLA = 
ile Orlando Pace __ 6-5/320 Soph. Ohio State 
G Jeff Hartings 6-3/278 Sr. Penn State 

G Chris Naeole 6-4/280 Jt. Colorado 

C Clay Shiver 6-2/275 Sr. Florida State 

QB Tommie Frazier 6-2/205 Sr. Nebraska 

RB Stephen Davis 6-2/228 Sr. Auburn 

RB Leeland McElroy 5-11/196 Jt. Texas A&M 

K Michael Proctor 5-11/183 Sr. Alabama 


something, and he understands. He tries 
everything you say. He believes you, and he 
puts it to work. When you coach for a while, 
you just realize how rare that is.” 
Understand, Pace was supposed to be 
something special. By the time he left 
Sandusky High, he weighed more than 300 
pounds, he could run, and every major col- 
lege coach in the country knew about him. 
He played offense and defense, he was 
agile enough to play in the Ohio All-Star 
basketball game, and for a while he 
received 100 recruiting letters a week. 
Owens remembered one cold night when 
he skidded along the icy Ohio highways 
just to see Pace play hoops. “This is stupid,” 


Ohio State’s Orlando Pace 
is a chip off great block (ers) 
of past—and could be best ever 


others. e, like former Louisiana Tech 
All-Am Will Roaf, who struggled just 
to stand up his on on campus 
(1988), or Michigan All-America Greg 
Skrepenak, who was redshirted his first 
('87) in Ann Arbor, 
ven Stringer, perhaps the biggest and 
best tackle in Ame! junior last sea- 
son, came to Ohio t 267 pounds. 

“Orlando's maturity was unbelievable,” 
Owens |. “That just doesn’t happen to 
young kids. His body matured so quickly. 
And whatever they threw at him, he picked 
it up. He just picks up things so quickly.” 

‘This was the part that stunned every- 
body. Certainly, Pace entered the college 
ranks with a big reputation, with an impos- 
ing physique, with remarkable balance, 
with those long arms that hold off defend- 
ers. But it was the way he adapted, the way 
he listened to coaches and instantly adjust- 
ed that shocked Owens and Cooper. 

“It's something you just have to see,” said 
his Sandusky (Ohio) High coach, Larry 
Cook. “You look him in the eye and tell him 


he thought. “Nobody else would do this.” 
He walked into the gym and ran directly 
into then-Miami coach Dennis Erickson. 

‘This is how dominating Pace was in high 
school, Sandusky had this counter play 
where the running back, LeAndre Moore, 
would follow Pace, On one play, Moore, a 
gifted player who received a scholarship to 
Ball State, chased Pace for 50 yards into the 
end zone. The running back could not catch 
up. 

“Sure, Orlando could have gone to any 
school in the country,” Cook said, “because 
what everybody saw was that he wasn’ 
a big guy. He was an athlete in a big man’s 
body. If he had been 5-10, 185, then he 
would have been a heck of a wide receiver. 
He could run. He had coordination. You just 
don’t see that in big guys.” 

h, we knew he was going to be 
good,” Owens said. “But we had no idea.” 
Pace chose Ohio State for two reasons. 
First, he liked Stringer. And second, he 
wanted to start right away. He ‘says Ohio 
State made him no promises, but during his 


recruiting visit, Stringer said, “You and me 
on the same line.” Pace knew then that he 
would start Game 1, 

“He doesn't say a whole lot,” Cook said. 
“But he came back from that weekend and 
told me, ‘I'm going to Ohio State and start 
right away.’ Once Orlando makes up his 
mind about something like that, you don’t 
argue.” 

And so, after Pace overwhelmed every- 
one in preseason drills, Cooper decided to 
start him right away just to see how he han- 
dled things. Pace and Stringer ended up 
starting together all season. In the last reg- 
ular-season game, against Michigan, they 
often lined up on the same side and over- 
whelmed the poor defender with more than 
600 pounds of offensive force. 

“When we lined up together, you saw his 
eyes light up a little bit,” Stringer said. 

“That was the most fun I had all year,” 
Pace said, “We just destroyed anybody who 
was standing in our way. We dominated.” 

Now, Stringer is gone to the NFL, where 
he went with a year of eligibility remaining, 
and nobody knows Pace’s limits, if indeed 
he has any, Nobody likes throwing added 
ire on a 19-year-old, but there's never 
offensive lineman in the Big Ten 
omplished so much at such a 
ind the Big Ten has had some 
ir linemen over the years. And even 
Ohio State, where Jim Parker (1956) and 
Hicks (1973) each won the Outland and Jim 
Lachey was an All-America (1984), never 
has had anything quite like Pace. 

“Obviously, if he keeps improving the 
way he has, there's no telling how good he 
can be,” Cooper said. “He's already pretty 
darned good.” 

Pace, himself, doesn't like talking about it 
much, But he does say he will dominate 
this season. He enjoys dominating. 

“I'm getting faster,” Pace said. “Stronger. 
I felt better every game last season, and I 
got better every game. 

“This year, I should really be ready to 
roll.” @ 


Joe Posnanski is a columnist for the 
Cincinnati Post. 
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THeE 


S PORT 


Ew s 


ANOTHER ROUND OF 


By ANTHONY GIMINO 


uring his first interview 
the University of Arizon 
Bruschi wore hi 


Tedy 
helmet, gave one- 

word answers and cleverly turned 
his back to a persistent photographer. 


It was one week before the Wildcats’ 
1991 son opener at Ohio State, and 
Coach Dick Tomey had named the seem- 
ingly publicity-shy Bruschi, a true fr 
man, as a starter on the det e lin 

And that was extraordinary news. As far 
as a check of league records could deter- 
mine, a true freshman defensive lineman 
had never started for a Pacific-10 
Conference team in his first college game. 
The only question at the time: Who the 
heck is Tedy Bruschi? 

He was a mere footnote during the previ- 
ous year’s recruiting class, and when asked 
after practice one day about his bac! 
ground, goals, hopes and dreams, Bruschi 
simply growled and mumbled. Yes. No. I 
don’t know. 
ice then, it has been impossible to 
keep him quiet. 

‘The silent treatment was merely a ruse, 
so he wouldn't upstage the team’s veterans. 
lephone calls to his hometown of 
eville, Calif., near Sacramento, revealed 
tidbit: The staff of the Sacramento Bee 
isted things it would miss from the previ- 
ous high school season, and “Quotes from. 
Roseville’s Tedy Bruschi” ranked among 
the top items. 

“People love sports so much bec 
the personalities involved,” said Brus 
consensus All-America defensive end last 

n. “I'm not afraid to let people know 
who Tedy Bruschi is.” 

Or, presumably, to tell them how his first 
name is spelled (yes, one “d”) and how 

name is pronounced (yes, “BREW- 
i"). 

To be sure, the free-spirited Bruschi is 
the most quotable, recognizable and flam- 
boyant member of the Desert Swarm, 


e of 


arguably the nation’s finest defense over 
the years. 
He also is its most popular player. Clearly, 


“My girlfriend's mother was picking up 
pictures at the store recently, and she asked 
the guy if they were ready. We had been in 
Mexico,” Bruschi said. 

“He said, ‘Oh, the ones with Bruschi in 
them?’ This guy had noticed me on the 
negatives. | think that pretty much sums it 
up. 

Bruschi revealed some of his flair during 
‘a magazine photo shoot in the fall of 1 


Dressed in borrowed 
combat fatigues and 
taken to a Tucson 
military base, Bruschi 
was handed an un- | 
loaded combat rifle and | 
was left to his imagina- 
tion. 

Finding the equip- 
ment to his liking, he 
lay prone on a tank, 
aiming the rifle at an 
imagined targe 

“Boom, Stet 
he said. 


trom,” 


“Boom, Barr.” 
“Boom, Johnson.” 


Dave Barr and South- 
ern California's Rob 
Johnson no longer will 
be around for Bruschi 
to pick off, but they 
have all fallen at 


Bruschi’s hands. De- 
spite carrying the label 
of “too short, too small, 


games,celebrating 
most of them with wild arm gestures, bows to 
the crowd and impromptu, funky dances 

a Stadium fans react with cries of 


ed is his game. Bring out the big 
e tackles and he will run around 
phomore, he led the Pacific-10 


wer when asked about 

‘His motor is running all 
the time. ” Asked to explain further, Tomey 
There is something inside of him 


P 
u don’t have fun in what you do, it’s 
not worth it,” said Bruschi, who isn't par- 
ticularly imposing at 6-foot-1 and 
T don’t know any other way to 
it—just have fun in life. Period.” 

Bruschi, meriting more attention from 
blocking schemes, recorded 13 sacks and 
18 tackles for losses last season, helping 
the Wildcats lead the league in sacks (47) 
for the second consecutive season. 

“I think he learned something about him- 
self last year,” Tomey said. “I think he got 
too heavy toward the end of the regular sea- 
son. And then for the bowl game (Freedom 
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Tedy Bruschi’s emotional play has helped the 6-foot-1, 255-pounder beat 
the rap of being “too short, too small.” His great speed hasn't hurt, either. 


Bowl, vs. Utah), he cut 10-15 pounds and I 
think that really helped him. He's better at 
(0 pounds.” Bruschi had three 
sacks in a 16-13 loss to the Utes. 

Senior strong safety Brandon Sanders 
and Bruschi are the acknowledged lead 
emotionally and physically, of the Desert 
Swarm. 

‘Some players are strictly business and 
you can't tell if they are having fun or not,” 
said Sanders, who at 5-10 and 175 pound: 
another player once considered too slight 
to succeed in college. “Me and Tedy, we 

want to show everybody that we are enjoy- 
ing ourselv 

If not for some good fortune, the only 
skills Bruschi would be showing a college 
football crowd would be his m 
His family moved from San F 
seville when he was 13—"My mom want- 
ed to get away from the city and she felt a 
quake was coming,” Bruschi explained— 
and he was convinced by friends to try out 
for freshman football. 

Convincing his mother a different 
matter. Juanita Sandys wanted her saxo- 
phone-playing son to continue as a band 
member. 

“Mom, I need cleats,” he pleaded. 

“No,” she responded. “I'm not going to 


PRESEASON ALL 


get you the best cleats money can buy. 
What if you don't like it and quit in a few 
days?” 

So, Bruschi walked into his first football 
practice, his feet firmly planted in an old 
pair of high tops. He noticed everybody 
else had cl A few weeks later, realizing 
her son was serious about football, his 
mother relented. Bruschi would never lack 
for footwear again, 

He pulled double duty as a prep sopho- 
more, playing in junior-varsity games on 
‘Thursday and joining the band for Friday's 
varsity games. 

“When I made the varsity (as a junior), I 
had to make a choice,” he said. “I dropped 
the sax and stayed with the team. That was 
a good decision.” 

UCLA was the first school to send him a 
recruiting letter, after his junior season. He 
was amazed. “It had a nice little gold helmet 
in the corner,” Bruschi said. 

But getting a letter and getti 
are different things, and when it came time 
for the Bruins to make a decision, they took 
back their invitation for an official visit. 
Perhaps ruefully, UCLA Coach Terry 
Donahue 
“dominating. 

“Some Femnle get really ‘hung up on com- 
id Bruschi's 


high chool ‘coach, Bob ‘Jellison. 
people backed off on him because of his 
height, but that’s 

Meanwhile, Arizona assis 
Lunsford, a longtime participant in the 
Northern California recruiting wars, spot- 
ted Bruschi on tape and knew immediately 
he had uncovered a gem. 

Washington State was the only other Pac- 
10 school to offer holarship. And while 


AMERICA 


TEam 


Colorado State and Arizona were the most 
interested, and they wanted him tail- 
He was moved to defens: er one 
son and won the Jim Thorpe Award 
the nation’s best defensive back) in 
1990. 
Defensive 
and Wel 
area player. 
All-America a 
Trophy. 


kle Rob Waldrop. Like 


“L think people will always consider me as 
an underdog because they believe what 


he said. “And when they see 

hi, they don’t see a 6-foot-4, 280- 

pound defensive end. They see a 6-1 guy 
tryin, hard as he can. But I've never 


Facing Arizona's sackmeister 
is sobering thought for opposition 


Brigham Young was interested, the 
Cougars thought he lacked the size to play 
on the line. Tomey’s in-house visit then 
sealed the deal. 

“Coach Tomey came to my house and no 
other uiter had done that. IT w 
stunned Tasked, ‘Does t 
mean I get 

Absolutely. Some schools earn a reputa- 
tion for churning out linebackers, others 
running backs or quarterbacks. Arizona is 
the home of the sleeper. To wit: 

Linebacker Byron Evans. He was offered 

scholarships from only New Mexico State and 
Arizona. He became the Pac-10's Defensive 
Player of the Year in 1986. 
‘Safety Chuck Cecil. He was invited to 
walk-on at Arizona after receiving no offers 
from the Pac-10. He became a consensus 
All-America in 1987. 

Defensive tackle Dana Wells. Arizona 
was the only Pac-10 school to offer a schol- 
arship. He was the league's Defensive 
Player of the Year in 1988, 

*Cornerback Darryll Lewis. Hawaii, 


seen myself as an underdog. 

“There is nothing better than when peo- 
ple doubt you and you are able to turn that 
around and say, ‘Here, take this.’ That's the 
best feeling in the world.” 

Bruschi never did get to play in that "91 
opener against Ohio State. He missed the 
first three games of the season because of a 
pinched nerve but played in the next two 
before sustaining a thumb injury. He 
received a medical hardship, restoring his 
year of eligibility. 

In the three years Bruschi has been play- 
ing full time, Arizona has averaged 4.2 sacks 
per game and allowed a paltry 49.2 rushing 
yards per contest. During that span, the 
Wildcats posted the Pac-10's best overall 
record (24-11-1) and top league mark (16-7- 
1), yet they have been stymied in their bid for 
a first Rose Bowl berth. 

“Yeah, we've gotten our respect,” Bruschi 
id. “We're up there and we want to rise 
higher, That's the challenge.” 

During preparations for last season's 
Freedom Bowl, Bruschi said he was consid- 


DE Tedy Bruschi_ 6-1/255 Sr. Arizona 

OT Marcus Jones 6-6/278 Sr. __ North Carolina 
DE Brandon Mitchell 6-4/270 Jr. Texas A&M 
OLB Donnie Edwards 6-3/216 Sr. UCLA 

ILB Dwayne Curry 6-3/248 Jr. Mississippi State 
ILB Ray Lewis. 6-1/221 Jr Miami 

OLB Simeon Rice 6-5/245 Sr. Illinois 

CB Darrius Johnson 5-9/180 Sr. Oklahoma 

cB Carlos Jones 5-11/173 Jr. Miami 

iS} Jason Parker 6-0/188 Sr. Tennessee 

Ss Brandon Sanders §-10/170 Sr. Arizona 

P John Stonehouse §-11/210 Sr. USC 

RS Eddie Kennison 6-0/187 Jr. LSU 


ering leaving school early, announcing he 
had asked an NFL committee to report on 
probable draft status. After the game, he 
just joking. Still, months ies 
ome Arizona fans still hadn't heard. “ 

Tedy coming was a common refrain. 

“love playing college ball,” he s 

After proving many college coaches 
wrong, Bruschi will face even harsher eval- 
uation this time around from pro scouts. 
Some of the reviews will undoubtedly read: 
‘Too short, too small, can't play. 

One scout for an NFC team 
st position might be inside linebacker, 

e myself playing in the NFL. I know 
Ican do it,” Bruschi said, “If they don’t want 
me to play defensive end, that’s fine. I'll play 
outside linebacker and rush the pas 
cover the running back, If you're talking 
middle linebacker, then I don’t know, 

“['ll do whatever they want, but I'd 
ple are crazy not to let me rush the 

Bruschi usually does his thing while lined 
up to the le of the field, with no 
stratagems devised to compensate for his 
lack of size. “We're not really doing anything 
(to get him in mismatches),” 
“re just playing our defe 
in well. One of the things that mak 
effective is we have others in our defense 
who help.” 
izona entered 1994 with unprece 
expectations—including one No. 1 ranking in 
preseason predictions—but the Wildcats 
were not good frontrunners, finishing 84 
and beating only one team (Washington 
State) with a winning record. 

The Wildcats lose six starters on 
defense, but with Bruschi and Sanders 
forming the nucleus of a new Desert 
Swarm, Arizona hopes its Rose Bow! win- 
dow of opportunity is still open. Bruschi 
knows it won't be easy. 

“Before, I was working my way up to the 
top, but now I'm there,” he said. “Everyone 
wants a piece. It was easy getting to where 
Tam; the real battle is staying here.” 


a 


id Bruschi's 


Anthony Gimino covers Arizona football 
for the Arizona Daily Star, 
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QUARTERBACKS 


QUARTERBACK 
1. Danny Kanell 
2. Danny Wuerffel 
3, Scott Milanovich 
4, Peyton Manning 
5. Stove Taneyhill 
6. Max Knake 
7. Mike Maxwell 
8. Koy Detmer 
9, Darrell Bevell 
10. Spence Fischer 
11, Ron Powlus 
12, Marcus Crandell 
13, Dan White 
14, Jake Plummer 
15, Henry Burrs 
16. Mark Hartsall 
17. Mike Groh 
18, Bobby Hoying 
19, Ryan Henry 
20. Pat Bames 


ALL-PURPOSE QB 
1, Tommie Frazier 
2, Terry Harvey 
3, Ramon Flanigan 
4, Tony Banks 
5, Ray Lucas 
6. Johnny Johnson 
7, Don Shanklin 
8. Jay McDonagh 
9, Beau Morgan 

10, Ryan Huzjak 


HUWt Class School 


6-4/215 
6-2/212 
6-9/227 
6-5/202 
6-9/205 
64/195 
6-4/200 
64/170 
6.2197 
69/220 
6-2/225 
6-0/198 
65/215 
6-2/183 
6175 
65/218 
6-3/199 
6-4/223 
6-0/195 
64/210 


HRW. 
6-2/205 
6-1/190 
6-2/175 
6-6/225 
6-3/210 
6-1/208 
S-11/194 
6-0/193 
5-11/187 
62/193 


Sr 
de 
Sr 
Soph, 
Sr 
Je 
Sr. 
Je 
Sr 
Sr. 
Soph, 
Jt 
Sr, 
Jt 
Jr 
Je 
Sr 
Se 
St 
2 


Class 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jt 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
J, 
Sr 
Je 
Je 


Florida State 
Florida 
Maryland 
Tennessee 
South Carolina 
Tcu 

Nevada 
Colorado 
Wisconsin 
Duke 

Notre Dame 
East Carolina 
‘Atizona 
Arizona State 
Temple 
Boston College 
Virginia 

Ohio State 
Bowling Green 
California 


School 
Nebraska 
North Carolina St. 
SMU 

Michigan State 
Rutgers 
Minis 

Oregon State 
W. Michigan 
Air Force 
Toledo 


RUNNING BACKS 


TAILBACK 


HUW. Class School 


1,Stephen Davis  6-2/228_ Sr. 
2. Leeland McElroy §-11/202 Jt. 
3. Lawrence Philips 6-0/215 Jr, 
4, Loon Johnson 64/208 Jt 
5. Wanick Dunn §-8/178 Jt 
6,Chris Darkins 61/218 Sr. 
7. Bily West SHON9S Jr 
B.Andre Davis = -5-9/185 Sr. 
9. Eddie George 6-207 Sr. 
10. Tremayne Stephens 5-11/194 Soph. 
11. Terrell Wills 60/200 Jr. 
12. Toraino Singleton 6-3/230 Sr, 
13.Randy Kinder 6-1/210 J. 
14. Sharmon Shah 511/189 Jr. 
15. Alex Smith 6-0/202 Soph. 
16. Tim Biakabutuka 6-1/205 Jt 
17. Mike Archie 50202 Sr. 
18, Byron Hanspard 6-0/180. Soph 
18, Andro Richardson 5-9/175 Soph. 
20, Jerald Moore §-10/226 Jt, 
FULLBACK HUWL Class 
1. Mike Alstott 61/281 Sr 
2. Scott Greene 5-11/227 Sr. 
3.Stanley Pritchett 61/290 Sr. 
4,HemaHeimui 6-220 Sr. 
5.Dou Innocent 6-1/210 Sr. 
6.Marc Edwards 6-0/223 
7.JD. Stewart 61/219 Sr. 
8. Kantroy Barber 6-9/245 Sr, 
9. Raymond Priester 6-1/210 Soph. 
10. Akl King 5117280 St. 


Aubum 

Toxas ASM 
Nebraska 

North Carolina 
Florida State 
Minnesota 

Pitt 

Tou 

Ohio State 
North Carona St 
Rutgers 

uTeP 

Notre Dame 
UCLA 

indiana 
Michigan 

Penn State 
Texas Toch 
Oklahoma State 
‘Oklahoma 


School 
Purdue 
Michigan State 
South Carolina 
eyu 
Mississippi 
Notre Dame 
Oregon State 
West Viginia 
Clemson 
Army 


Louisville offensive tackle Roman Oben 
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RECEIVERS 


WIDE RECEIVER 
1. Keyshawn Johnson 
2, Bobby Engram 
3, Amani Toomer 
4. Derrick Mayes 
5. Marcus Harts 
6. Mike Adams 
7. Eric Moulds 
8. Charlie Jones 
9, Freddie Scott 

10. Kevin Jordan 

11. Alex Van Dyke 

12. Jermaine Lewis 

13, Brice Hunter 

14, Reidel Anthony 

15, Kevin Lockett 

16. Richard Dice 

17. Steptret Williams 

18, Reggie Barlow 

19, Marvin Harrison 

20. Will Blackwell 


TIGHT END 
1. Brian Colins 
2, Marco Battaglia 
3, Stophen Alexander 
4, Bill Khayat 
5, Josh Wilcox 
6. Homry Lusk 
7. Chad Lewis 
8, David LaFleur 
9. Matt Lepsis 
10. Lovett Pumell 


Ht/Wt. Class School 


6-4/205 
5-10/185 
6-4/194 
61/221 
6-2207 
61/182 
6-3/205 
510170 
6-0/186 
62188 
61/195 
58/172 
6-0/197 
6-0/176 
6.0175 
6-3/220 
6-270 
6-0/188 
61/173 
6-0/180 


HUW. 
6-5/226 
6-3240 
65/224 
6-4/225 
6-2/238 
6-1/232 
6-6/235, 
6-7/268 
6-5/250 
6-3235 


OFFENSIVE 


Sr 
Sr, 


usc 
Penn State 
Michigan 

Notre Dame 
Wyoming 

Texas 
Mississippi State 
Fresno State 
Penn State 
UCLA 

Nevada 
Maryland 
Georgia 

Florida 

Kansas State 
Arizona 

NE Louisiana 
Alabama State 
Syracuse 

San Diego Stato 


School 
Tou 
Rutgers 
Oklahoma 
Duke 
Oregon 

Utah 

BYU 

usu 
Colorado 
West Virginia 


LINEMEN 


CENTER 
1. Clay Shiver 

2. KC, Jones 

3. Bryan Stoltenberg 
4. Shannon Roubique 
5. Brian Anderson 

6. Mike Flanagan 
7. Bubba Miller 

8. David Milwee 

9. Aaron Graham 

10, Dusty Ziegler 


GUARD 

1. deff Hartings 
2. Chris Naeole 
3. Jeff Smith 

4. Calvin Collins 
5, Joe Marinara: 
6. Marco Rivera 
7. Heath Irwin 
8. Brad Badger 
9. Lewis Tyre 
10. Dan Neil 


TACKLE 
1. Jonathan Ogden 
2 Orlando Pace 
3. Roman Oben 
4, Jason Odom 
5. Willie Anderson 
6. Pete Kendall 
7. Jason Layman 
8. Jimmy Herndon 
9. Jon Runyan 

10. Jerry Wunsch 


HL. 
6-2280 
6-2/257 
6-2/265 
6-1/275 
6-5/278 
65/281 
6-1/285 
6-9275 
6-4/280 
6-6/288 


HL. 

63278 
6-4/280 
6-3/304 
6-3/285 
6-4/290 
6-5/280 
6-5/280 
6-4/270 


Class 
Sr. 


Schoo! 
Florida State 
Miami 
Colorado 
Auburn 
Mississippi State 
UCLA 
Tennessee 
Tulsa 
Nebraska 
‘Notre Dame 


School 
Penn State 
Colorado 
Tennessee 
Texas A&M 
Michigan 
Penn Stato 
Colorado 
Stanford 
Florida State 
Texas 


School 
UCLA 

Ohio State 
Louisville 
Florida 

‘Auburn 

Boston College 
Tennessee 
Houston 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 


ALL-AMERICA RANKINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN — 


END 
1, Tedy Bruschi 
2, Brandon Mitchell 
3. Mike Vrabel 
4, Regan Upshaw 
5, Cedric Jones 
6. Gabe Northern 
7. Matt Finkes 
8. Kenard Lang 
9, Tony Brackens 
10, Mark Campbell 
11. Comell Brown 
12, Sean Moran 
13, Nyle Wiren 
14, Troy Bailey 
415, Jovon Langlord 
16, Dwayne Sanders 
17. Todd Atkins 
18. Marvin Cross 


TACKLE 
1, Marcus Jones 
2. Tim Colston 
3, Shannon Brown 
4, Tim Morabito 
5, Jason Hom 
6. Chuck Osborne 
7. Kerry Hicks 
8. La'Roi Glover 
9. Trent Zenkewicz 
10. Steve Hoffmann 
11. Matt Keneley 
12, Dion Powell 


HLL Cl 

61/253 

64/270 Je. Texas A&M 
64/260 Jt. Ohio State 
64245 Jt, Calfomia 
64/267 Sr, Oklahoma 
69235 St. LSU 
62258 Jt. Ohio State 
6-4/251 Soph. Mami 
64/240 J. Texas 
63/287 St. Florida 
6-2240 Jt, Virginia Tech 
69/254 St. Colorado State 
6-1/245 Sr. Kansas State 
63/270 Sr. Oregon 
65/260 Jt, Oklahoma State 
6-71255 Sr, Washington St. 
63247 Sr. Penn Stato 
64/253 Sr. Clemson 
HUWL Class Schoo! 
66278 Sr. North Carolina 
61/275 Sr. Kansas State 
65/266 Sr. Alabama 
63/263 Sr, Boston College 
65277 St. Michigan 
62280 Sr. Arizona 
68260 St. Colorado 
62275 Sr, San Diego State 
66/270 Sr. Michigan 
6-6/260 Sr. Washington 
65/285 Jt USC 
64/268 Sr. W. Michigan 


LINEBACKERS 


OUTSIDE 
1, Simeon Rice 
2. Donnie Edwards 
3. Kevin Hardy 
4, Ben Hanks 
5, Greg Jones 
6, Marcollus Mostella. 
7, Roggie Brown 
8, Ralph Staten 
9. Todd Rebol 
10, Lance Johnstone 
11, Chris Hayes 
12, Jamie Sharper 


INSIDE 
1, Ray Lewis 
2, Dwayne Curry 
3, Randall Godtrey 
4, Matt Russel 
5. Ink Aleaga 
6, Zach Thomas 
7, Dary! Bush 
8, Doxter Daniels 
9, Jeremy Asher 
10. Tom Tumulty 
11. Leon Jones 
12, Mark Libiano 
13. Tyrus McCloud 
14, Anthony Haris 
415, Pote Monty 
16. Tyrell Peters 
17. Jarrett Irons 
18, Vincent Landrum 


HUWL Class School 


65243 Sr. Minois 
63216 Sr UCLA 
6-41240 Sr. llinois 
6.2224 St. Florida 
6-4/230 Jr. Colorado 
63228 Jt, Aubum 
6.21224 Sr, Texas ABM 
63/200 Jr. Alabama 
60215 Sr, Flotida State 
69242 Sr. Temple 
6-0202 Sr. Washington St 
697229 Jk Virginia 


HUWt Class School 


617221 Jt Miami 
63248 Jt, Mississippi State 
63250 Sr Georgia 
62235 Jt. Colorado 
6-2/225 Jt. Washington 
60/233 Sr, Texas Tech 
6-2/230 Soph, Florida State 
62240 Sr. Florida 
62224 Sr, Oregon 
64240 Sr. Pitt 

6-01222 Sr. Youngstown St 
69235 Sr. East Cardlina 
62237 Jr Lousvile 
62233 St. Aubum 
62231 Jt. Wisconsin 
617218 Jt. Okahoma 
6-123 Jt. Michigan 
62235 St, McNeese State 


Oklahoma defensive end Cedric Jones 


[OTTO GREMEALLSPONT 


Colorado State safety Greg Myers 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


CORNERBACK 
1. Carlos Jones 
2. Darius Johnson 
3. Ray Mickens 
4, Ronde Barber 
5. Deshea Townsend 
6. Alex Molden 
7. Ricky Bell 
8. Joe Gordon 
9. Demetrice Martin 
10, Aaron Beasley 
11. Brian Miller 
12, Dexter MeCeon 
13, Greg Bums 
14, Rashid Gayle 
18, Tyrone Willams 


SAFETY 

1. Brandon Sanders 

2, Jason Parker 

3. Lawyer Milloy 

4, James Walker 

5. Greg Myers. 

6. Ray Famer 

7. Toran Gray 

8. Sean Hamiet 

9, Walt Haris 
410. Antwoine Patton 
11. Brian Dawkins 
12. Marcus Coleman 
13. Reggie Tongue 
14. Wiliam Bennett 
15, Ricky Parker 


HUWt. Class School 


51/173 J. Miami 
5:9/180 St. Oklahoma 
58/172 Sr Texas A&M 
5:10/169 Soph, Virginia 
510/170 Soph, Alabama 
510185 St. Oregon 
510193 J. Noth Carolina St 
59175 Jt, Kansas State 
5-9/180 Sr, Michigan State 
60/190 Sr. West Virginia 
59178 J, Penn State 
511/190 Jr. Clemson 
510175 St. Washington St 
58/180 Sr Boise State 
60/185 Sr, Nebraska 
HUW Class Schoo! 
540177 St. Arizona 
60/188 Sr. Tennessee 
62/200 Jt Washington 
69203 Sr. Noth Carolina St 
6-293 St. Colorado State 
6-220 Sr. Duke 

60192 Jt. Vitginia Tech 
60216 J Florida State 
6-1/187 Sr. Mississippi State 
SA1N197 St. linois 

60/190 Sr, Clemson 
62201 St. Texas Tech 
60/194 Sr. Oregon State 
641/190 St. Northwestem 
61/190 Je San Diego State 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


KICKER 

1. Michae! Proctor 
2. Remy Hamilton 
3. Phil Dawson 

4. Dane Prewitt 

5. Kyle Bryant 

6, Rafael Garcia 
7. Brett Conway 

8, Mike Chalberg 
9, dim Richter 

10. Kanon Parkman 


PUNTER 
1. John Stonehouse 
2, Paul Burton 
3, Brad Maynard 
4. Greg vy 
5, Mare Haris 
6, Sean Reali 
7.Will Brice 
8. Brian Gragort 
9. Mark DeLozier 
10. Bill Marinangel 


RETURNER 
1. Eddie Kennison 
2. Leeland McElroy 
‘3. Marcus Wall 
4. Nilo Silvan 
5, Derrick Mason 
6. Steve Clay 
7. Greg Myers 
8. Eric Moulds 
9. Jim Tuner 

10. Kio Sanford 


HUWL Class Schoo! 
511/183 Sr. Alabama 
6-096 Jt. Michigan 
5-11/191 Soph. Texas 
sat2it Sr, Miami 
5-7/180 Soph. Texas ABM 
5410/94 Jt, Virginia 
62/188 J. Penn State 
541/170 St, Minnesota 
64/205 St, Furman 
S171 St. Georgia 


HUWt Class School 
511/210 Sr. USC 


5-11/185 Jt. Northwestem 
6-1/175 Jr. Ball State 
6-090 St, Oklahoma State 
511/198 Jr. lowa State 
511194 Jt, Syracuse 
65/202 Jt. Virginia 
61/228 St. Wyoming 
61/208 St. Tulsa 
62218 Jt Vanderbit 


HUW Class School 
60184 Je LSU 


511/202 Jt, Texas ABM 
SAQ165 St. Noth Carolina 
5-10176 Sr Tennessee 
5-11/185. Jt, Michigan State 
55/155 St, Easter Michigan 
62193 St. Colorado State 
6-2/205 Sr. Mississippi State 


6-4/212 Soph. Syracuse 
511/164 Soph. Kentucky 
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Jeremy Asher’s job 
Is to get to the ball, 
‘and the inside 
linebacker doesn’t 
disappoint. Asher 
and “Gang Green” 
have revived 
“Oregon football. 
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‘OTTO GREUEALLSPORT 


High-Fflying 
Jeremy Asher 
helps Oregon 

shed image 

of sitting ducks 


By PAUL BUKER 


all him sentimental, but Oregon 
ide linebacker Jeremy Asher 
st can't bring himself to get rid 

of that old '86 Honda Accord 
parked in the street outside his Eugene, 
Ore., apartment. 

True, it was the Ducks’ “Gang Green” 
defense that got the school into the Rose 
Bow for the first time in 37 years last sea- 
son, but technically the ‘ol Honda got 
Asher and roommate Rich Ruhl to 


Well, close to Pasadena. 

“We got up at 10 a.m. Christmas morn- 
ing,” Asher re . “I'd spent $200 on the 
thing, getting it tuned up. The NCAA lets 
you keep the difference if you don't want 
to fly to the game, and we needed the 
money, 

“We had to be at the Doubletree Hotel by 
2 p.m. the next day, or the coaches told us 
something drastic would happen.” 

Something drastic did. About 14 hours 
into the roughly 16-hour trip, Asher's car 
died on Interstate-5 about 30 miles outside 
of Bakersfield. 

Asher and Ruhl, Oregon's other starting 
inside linebacker, limped into an all-night 
Chevron station, h is going to kill us,” 
Asher remembers thinking. 

The two players fashioned a crude sign 
out of a paper bag and marking pen with 
the word PASADENA on it. They were 
going to thumb i 

But 1994 year many things worked 
out magically for Oregon football. A sym- 
pathetic station attendant drove Asher and 
Ruhl to Bakersfield, where they rented a 
car and made it to roll call with two hours 
to spare. 

Did Penn St 

“Builds chi Asher said. 

With his car stranded 120 miles away, 
Asher had enough cha varm 
around for 11 tackle: 
ranked Nittany Lion: 
38-20. De 


e to go through this? 


who beat Oregon, 
Gang Green got its 
Ki. 


“Those guys, they hit hard,” Carter said 
after being named Rose Bowl co-MVP with 
Oregon quarterback Danny O'Neil. 

Carter landed an early haymaker that 
stunned the Ducks, going 83 yards on the 
first play of the game after catching Oregon 
in a blitz. Asher's team trailed, 7-0, only 13 


seconds into the game. What were his par- 
ents thinking? What was the world think- 
ing? 

Right. This could get ugly. 

“Not exactly what we had in mind,” Asher 
said, whose team took the mandatory eight- 
count, then regrouped, tying the score 
early in the second half before Penn State 
pulled away. 

“As the game wore on, we held up pretty 
well,” he said. 

At G-foot-2 and 224 pounds, Asher 
known for his aggressiveness and quic! 
ness to the ball. He gets so wound up 
before the kickoff, in fact, that position 
coach Bill Tarrow attempts to calm him 
down. 

“[ tell him to relax out there,” Tarrow 
said. “He wants to be great, and sometimes 
he tries too hard.” 


Penn State tried to keep Asher from get- 
ting into the flow. 
“They 


‘an a lot of misdirection, counters 
SS Up our 
aid. “And they did catch us 


blitzes,” Asher 
a couple tim 

‘The linebacker's critique of hii 
“There was some good and there was s 
bad, I don’t think I read the trap very well.” 

Asher said he felt privileged to be part of 
the first Oregon team to go to the Rose 
Bowl since 1958 and won't ever forget the 
excitement the Ducks created in their five- 
game march to the Pac-10 championship, 
which began with a 31-20 upset of 
Washington on October 22. 

“The Rose Bowl is something I'll always 
have to remember,” said Asher, a native of 
Medford, Ore. “We had a great time. All of 
us. But to tell you the truth, I think we can 
get back there. We've been pretty quiet 
about announcing that as our goal because 
we don’t want to put those kinds of expec- 
tations on ourselves. 

“L hope our fans feel the same way (about 
going back). It's what I came here to play 
for, to play at that kind of level, to play in 
those type of games. There’s no rush in the 
world like coming out of that tunnel and 
seeing 100,000 fans.” 

Asher’s performance in the Rose Bowl 
superb junior season, Blessed with 
terrific speed for someone his size, he was a 
key part of a blitzing, stunting defense that 
stunned traditional Pac-10 powers. Former 
Oregon defensive coordinator Nick Aliotti 
came up with the Gang Green nicks i 
on and had T-shirts prin 
d “GANG GREEN: A PAINFUL E 


said his teammates liked the Gang 
Green idea but weren't sure they should go 
public with it until the team had played a 
few games. Indeed, then-coach Rich 
Brooks, who later would become coach of 

$ s, told Aliotti to hold off on 
intil we play well enough to 

‘serve a nickname.” 

After Oregon beaten by Hawaii (36- 
16) and Utah (34-16) on successive week- 
ends early in the season, Duckmania 
remained in the closet. Asher didn't have 
the guts to let anybody see the shirts, and 
‘Tarrow put out a 911 call for help at inside 
linebacker. 

“That week, Coach Tarrow really stressed 
that we needed to be in the right spots, in 


our gaps, taking care of our responsibili- 
ties,” Asher said. 

“We started to have a little more confi- 
dence in each other, and the people around 
us. I mean, last year (1993) we had more tal- 
ent, to be honest. But (Gang Green) played 
as a team, We were there for each other, 
And it made a big difference.” 

After Oregon stuffed Iowa (40-18) and 
rocked USC (22-7)—winning at the LA. 
Coliseum for the first time since the day 
Dan Fouts—Asher was ready to let the 
folks of Eugene know all about Gang 
Green, 

“Our inside guys, from the USC game on, 
played pretty damn good,” Tarrow said, 
noting the chemistry that developed 
between Asher and Ruhl, best friends who 
were rivals in high school. 

Ruhl is the “mike” linebacker on 
the tight end side, while Asher’s 
job is to fly to the ball ‘They com: 
bined to make 194 tac! s 
son as the Ducks finished fourth 
in total defense in a conference 
that featured Washington State's 


“Palouse Posse” and Arizona's 
“Desert Swarm.” Here are players who, while well-known in their region, 
In preparation for what should may be a bit underrated nationally: 
be a stellar senior season, Asher 
has studied film of California line- 
backer Jerrott Willard, who was | Plavet Pos.__HtWt._Cl._Schoo!_ 
an allleague pick. Wilard, how: William Bennett FS  6-1/190 Sr. Northwestern _ 
ever, won't be the only familiar g ; 
> missing from Pac-10 compe- | ChrisCooley _G 6-5/290 Sr. Rice 
tition, . Morris Foreman OLB _6-1/224 Sr. _ East Carolina 
“It's going to be weird, not hav- er 
ing Coach Brooks around Sam Games Ss 6-3/205 Jr. —_ Cincinnati 
Asher said. During the off: i z roini 
son, Brooks, Allott, ‘wide Mike Groh QB 6-3/199 Sr. Virginia 
receivers coach John Ramsdell | Keno Hills oT 6-6/302 Sr. SW Louisiana 
and offensive line/tight end . ; 
coach Steve Greatwood moved LeRon Hudgins SS 6-1/205 Sr. Air Force 
on to the Rams. Mike Bellotti, Jon Krick OT 6-2/287 Sr. Purdue 
Oregon's offensive coordinator a 
since 1989, takes over for | dd:Meadors WR 5:6/153. St. Arkansas_ 
Brooks: ; ; Fred Miller OT 6-7/294Sr._Baylor 
The new defensive coordinator, ; a 
former Denver Broncos defensive Dion Powell OT 6-1/265 Sr. Western Michigan 
coordinator Charlie Waters, hasn't i 3 i 
been involved with a ‘college pro- |" -eaule.Reser___GB_—_S-10/160.'Si.. Washington” 
gram since 1969, when he played | Kane Rogers LB 6-0/229 Sr. __ Oregon State 
Tim Sanders LB 6-0/204 Jr. _ lowa State 
Iw John Summerday G 6-2/288 Sr. Temple 
understand Coach Brooks’ p 
tion, but 1 wanted to finish my Brandon Turner C 6-3/292 Jr. _ New Mexico 
career with him, Iheanyi Uwaezuoke WR 6-2/195 Sr. California 
Asher doesn't expect major dif- 
ferences between Gang Green |_| John Walters LB 6-2/225 Sr, Alabama 
and I. The Ducks will play the . 
same gambling style and da Ronnie Ward LB 6-0/220 Sr. Kansas 
offenses to try to beat thei Quincy Wright FS 6-1/190 Jr. Central Michigan 
lent one-on-one cover men in the 


knee after the season and couldn't work out 
full-bore until spring. He wants his final 
year at Oregon to be a smashing success. 
Then he'll worry about the National 
Football League. 

“You've got to be pretty good to make it to 
the next level, and I know I'm not there 
yet,” he said. 

When the Ducks clinched the Pac-10 
championship last fall, a number of playet 
got tattoos to celebrate the special occa- 
sion, But Asher n't about to get some- 
thing crazy put on his chest or his arm, No, 
his Rose Bowl tattoo is on his ankle, of all 
places. 

But that’s typical. Asher doesn’t try to 
draw attention to himself, although hi 
sitting duck driving around campu: 
that '86 Accord, which is alive and well 


LOOK AT ME, 


LOOK AT ME! 


secondary. 

“With the amount of seniors we have on 
defense, it would be pretty ridiculo s to 
change anything,” Asher sai 
now, because what we have 

Asher isn’t sure if he'll be a aed m 
in 1995, He isn't sure, and doesn't really 
“I just know it's going to be excit- 
ing,” he said. “Personally, I want to have a 
better year than I had last year, and I 
think I can. I've got a lot of things I can 
improve on.” 

Asher had arthroscopic surgery on his 


ued from Bakersfield. 
running 
n in the 
giving him 


after being re: 
One day last spring, A\ 
late for an interview 
weight room. The Honda wi 
trouble, Again. 

“Carburetor went out,” he explained. 

But don't ask Asher to get rid of the car. 
He may need it if Oregon pulls off another 
miracle. 


Paul Buker covers Oregon and college 
sports for The Oregonian in Portland. 
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By MICHAEL BRADLEY 


nee Penn State offensive coordi- 
nator Fran Ganter got past those 
bright San Francisco 49ers uni- 
s, he discovered some strik- 
s between the Super Bowl 
offense and that of his vanilla- 
. While perusing some 
videotape in February—as a football coach 
is wont to do in the off-season—Ganter kept 
focusing on the multiple responsibilities of 
both teams’ offensive lines. 

Instead of merely lining up the five 
biggest backsides they could find and send- 
ing them straight ahead like some flesh- 
and-blood avalanche, the 49ers and Nittany 
Lions required their linemen to execute a 
game-long array of pulls and traps that 
demanded far more athletic ability than the 
current zone-blocking craze, “They're very 
similar to us,” Ganter said. “They ask their 
linemen to do a lot of things. They're sound, 
smart and strong, 

And successful. In 1994, San Francisco 
and Penn State may have had the most pro- 
lific offenses in the history of their respec- 
tive football domains. Each team unleashed 
a season-long assault on the end zone that 
confounded opposing defenses and led to 
significant rewriting of the record books. 
The 49ers’ blistering attack helped yield a 
record fifth Super Bowl title, while the 
Lions’ offense was instrumental in a 12-0 
season (including a Rose Bowl victory) that 
also resulted in a little index-finger waving, 
no matter what the polls said. 

Penn State averaged a remarkable 47.8 
points and 520.2 yards per game last year, 
ranking first in the nation in both cate- 
gories, and topped the 50-point plateau five 
times. The Lions’ offensive line allowed just 
three sacks all year and gave Coach Joe 
Paterno the confidence to open up the pass- 
ing attack—quite an accomplishment, 
given Paterno’s conservative nature. 

As is the case with most formidable 
offenses, the scoring orgies produced little 
recognition for the team’s offensive line- 
men. Most fans and media follow the ball 
throughout a game, uninterested in the 
human quagmire up front. But those who. 
bothered to watch Penn State's offensive 
linemen during ‘94 witnessed one of the 
most dominant displays of trench warfare 
in college history. Since four of the linemen 
return for the 1995 season, there is ample 
opportunity to appreciate them again. Just 
watch the guards when the ball is snapped 


oO 


ing similarit 


and enjoy. 

The Lions were a bit of an anomaly last 
year, particularly in the Big Ten 
Conference, where giant, corn-fed types 
tend to graze on defenders in straight lines. 
By the end of the ‘94 season, Ohio State was 
employing a “tackles over” formation that 
featured the elephantine tandem of Korey 
Stringer and Orlando Pace in a 630-pound 
human eclipse. Just finding the Buckeyes 
backs behind those two was tough enough, 
much less tackling them. Penn State, on the 
other hand, employed a curious blend of 
finesse and power along the offensive front. 

The '94 Lions were big, to be sure—Penn 
State’s line averaged nearly 285 pounds, 


When tt comes 
to measuring 
and comparing 
offensive lines, 
Penn State’s 
nimble unit 
appears to be 
different animal 


with the '95 version a few cheeseburgers 
heavier—but they were athletic, too. The 
ground didn’t shake when they broke the 
huddle and headed out for work. And once 
they were set in motion, the linemen were 
nimble creatures, resembling more the 
hippo ballerinas in Fantasia than the 
Brobdingnagian brutes in Gulliver's 
Travels. The recent fascination with lines 
full of 300-pounders bulldozing ahead in 
unsophisticated area blocking schemes 
deviates from Penn State's assembly-line 
style, which succeeds only when its myriad 
parts are firing in syne. 

‘We have not gone out to get giant kids,” 
Ganter said. “We look for guys with growth 
potential who will be hard workers in the 
weight room. We'd love to have a 320- 
pounder who can do all the things we ask, 
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but they're hard to find. 

“We're more concerned with strength, 
intelligence and movement. If we can get 
those three things in a kid, we're going to 
geta good lineman.” 

‘This year, Penn State has five such line- 
men. Senior guards Marco Rivera and Jeff 
Hartings are All-America candidates, while 
senior tackles Andre Johnson and Keith 
Conlin should receive mention on most All- 
Big Ten ballots. Together with junior center 
Barry Tielsch, who steps in for Bucky 
Greeley (a Big Ten second-teamer), they 
should form a unit that helps ease new 
starters like quarterback Wally Richardson 
and running backs Stephen Pitts and Mike 
Archie into the Lions’ lineup. They'll do it 
with outstanding execution of a complicat- 
ed strategy that requires substantial experi- 
ence and dedication. 

“We didn’t just have five 310-pounders 
coming off the ball with a back bouncing it 
off of them,” said longtime Penn State assis- 
tant Craig Cirbus, who has given up his 
offensive line duties to become the 
University of Buffalo's coach, “Penn State 
uses a lot of pulling and combination 
blocks, the kinds of things you might have 
seen on a team in the 1940s and "50s." 

While such blocking schemes con- 
tributed to countless trips to the end zone 
last season and enough offensive high- 
lights to warrant a Ken Burns-style docu- 
mentary, one dramatic drive stands out. In 
the gathering gloom of a raw November 
day in Champaign, Ill, Penn State capped 
an extraordinary 21-point comeback with a 
96-yard, fourth-quarter march against 
Illinois that kept the Lions unbeaten. 
When fullback Brian Milne barged into the 
end zone from two yards away with 57 sec- 
onds left, the Lions had secured a chilling 
35-31 triumph over the Fighting Illini and 
earned a Rose Bowl berth. Without ques- 
tion, the drive—coming against the 
nation’s No. 2 team in scoring defense— 
was definitive evidence of the offensive 
line's dominance. 

“That's what a championship team dos 
Cirbus said of the Nittany Lions, who will 
take a 17-game winning streak (including 
bowls) into the "95 season. “Anything less 
than a championship team would have 
jumped offside, missed an assignment or a 
call.” 

The Lions’ front was perfect during the 
methodical march, opening holes for the 
running backs and keeping the Illini away 
from quarterback Kerry Collins. Once 


Penn State started rolling, it appeared the 
end zone was the inevitable destination. 

“We thought the whole year that we 
could handle anything that came our way,” 
Johnson said. “That game, the chips were 
down, and we knew we had it in us to get it 
done. All year long, we had been preparing 
for that. Our coaches had put us in the 
worst situations possible during practice 
just to get us ready.” 

Ganter and Cirbus agree that the offen- 
sive line's collective work ethic is responsi- 
ble for much of its success. The individual 
parts of the group may have tremendous 
talent, but their commitment to the whole is 
what makes them great. Penn State's 
scheme does not keep its guards and tack- 
les on the same side of the ball for every 
play. Hartings and Conlin always will line 
up on the strong (or tight end) side, while 
Rivera and Johnson play on the short side 
of the field. The tandems will orbit Tielsch 
this son, switching according to the 
demands of the play. By doing this, Penn 
State takes advantage of the players’ indi- 
vidual strengths. 

Hartings, for example, is an excelle 
pulling guard. He leads most of the Lions’ 
sweeps and can cover substantial ground 
after the snap. Johnson excels in pass pro- 


athletic, well-coached and 
very good.” 

How good? The perfor- 
mance against the Buckeyes 
gave Hartings a clue. 

“It didn’t hit me until after 
the game,” Hartings said. “I'm 
from Ohio, and I never 
thought we could do some- 
thing like that to Ohio State. 
We could do whatever we 
wanted to. I was shocked dur- 
ing the game. A couple weeks 
later, Ohio State’s defense 
was dominating teams and it 
hit me, ‘Maybe we are that 
good.’ ” 

Penn State’s flopping of the line may cre- 
ate specialists of a sort within a five-man 
unit, but it isn't done to hide or protect any- 
one. Hartings and Rivera are excellent run 
blockers and pass protectors, and Penn 
State coaches aren't afraid to challenge 
them with demanding pulls into open areas 
or downfield assignments. The two lined up 
next to each other during 1993 when Rivera 
was a tackle, and they executed the Lions’ 
trademark double-team blocks with cot 
erable success. 

“Our philosophy is to chase the ball,” 


BACKFIELD 
2. Nebraska 


5. Auburn: 


1. Alabama 
2. Ohio State 
3. California 
4. Arizona 


id- 


TOUS POSNOENALEPONT 


Marco Rivera (number 54) and Andre Johnson (68) possess the attributes of strength, inteligence and 
‘movement that help set the Nittany Lions’ line apart. Penn State excels as a pulling and trapping team. 


tection and often must square off against 
opponents’ best rushers “on space,” or with 
no outside blocking support. The concept is 
nothing new—“We haven't changed in 25 
years,” Cirbus said—but it does allow the 
Penn State linemen to develop specialties 
they can rehearse ad nauseam. 

The effect isn't lost on opposing coaches, 
like Ohio State's John Cooper, who spent 
three hours last October trying to contain a 
Penn State team that seemed on the edge of 
offensive perfection in a 63-14 rout of the 
Buckeyes, Cooper was impressed with both 
the Penn State linemen’s skills and the 
eme in which they operated. 

“They don't ask them to do what they 
can't do,” Cooper said. “But they are very 


Hartings said. “We waste a lot of energy 
doing that, so that's why we have to be in 
such good shape. Ki-Jana (Carter) had two, 
three or four touchdowns last year because 
we were downfield blocking for him. On 
some plays, we block two or three guys.” 

Some Penn State coaches compare 
Hartings favorably to former Lions stand- 
outs such as Sean Farrell and Mike 
Munchak. Cirbus lauds Hartings’ discipline 
and commitment, and he doesn't hold back 
on Rivera, whose enthusiasm helps lighten 
an otherwise stoic group. 

Johnson and Conlin are somewhat simi- 
lar, too, although Johnson probably is a lit- 
tle quicker as a pass protector (he enjoys 
the challenge of protecting the quarter- 


1. Florida State 


3. Penn State 
4, Oregon State 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


5. Boston College 5. Miami 


UNIT RANKINGS 


OFFENSIVE LINE 
1. Penn State 

2. Auburn 

3. UCLA 

4. Tennessee 

5, Michigan 


LINEBACKERS 
1. Florida State 
2. Auburn 

3. Oregon 

4. linois 


RECEIVERS 
1. Florida 

2, Penn State 
3. Michigan 

4, Fresno State 
5, Maryland 


SECONDARY 
1, Kansas State 
2. Virginia Tech 
3, Texas A&M 
4, Tennessee 
5, West Virginia 


back’s blind side with no tight end support) 
and somewhat stronger on th ie The 295 
pounds that Johnson carri ar spread 
out on his 6-foot-5 frame, and Cirb s could 
see him adding more weight without sacri- 
ficing quickness. Conlin might be the best 
athlete of the group, even at 6-7, 301. 
Opposing cornerbacks have had the dis- 
tinct displeasure of trying to avoid Conlin 
when he heads out to the sideline to lead 
the occasional wide receiver screen, 

“A lot of teams use linemen for screens,” 
Hartings pointed out, “but I don’t think any 
of them make them go 30 yards to the side- 
line to block a cornerback on a wide receiv- 
een.” 

This year's X factor i 
ed against Indiana and IIlin 
Greeley sustained a concussion. Although 
he lacks the game experience of Greeley, 
whom Cirbus considers one of the greatest 
leaders and hardest workers in recent Penn 
State history, Tielsch might be able to com- 
pensate with his athletic ability—which 
probably is a bit superior to Greeley’s. 
Tielsch’s calm demeanor is perfect for a 
center, who must be a little less excitable 
than his line mates, 

The combination again should trigger a 
hugely successful offer even with the 
new faces in key skill positions. In fact, the 
Lions’ line may be even more integral this 
season, since Penn State could revert some- 
what to its time-honored, grind-it-out phi- 
losophy until Richardson becomes more 
comfortable throwing the ball. That’s fine 
with the front five. 

“We're going to set the tone this year,” 
Johnson said. “We've been playing together 
for a while, so it’s our turn to be the lead- 
ers.” 

Besides, there's a little unfinished busi. 
ness to pursue—a national title. With 
Collins, Carter and other key players gone, 
it will be an uphill fight. But don't tell that to 
Hartings. 

“This year could have been a letdown if 
we had won it (in '94), but now I have an 
empty feeling,” Hartings said of the Lions’ 
runner-up finish to Nebraska in last sea- 
son’s final polls. “The seniors want to win 29 
in a row (dating to November 1993).” 

Such a winning streak would mean a sec- 
ond consecutive 12-0 record for Penn State, 
areal chance at the national crown and, just 
maybe, big-time recognition for the Nittany 
Lions’ daunting shakers and movers up 
front. @ 


. Who start- 
in ‘93 when 


Michael Bradley is a free-lance writer 
based in Philadelphia. 
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By CHRIS TOMASSON 


Il season, South Carolina quarter- 

back Steve Taneyhill had been 

Mr. Starched Shirt. The long hair 

was gone. The celebratory antics 
had been toned down. 

But this was too good of a moment to let 
pass, The seconds were ticking down in 
South Carolina's 33-7 victory at archrival 
Clemson last November, a victory that 
would clinch the Gamecocks’ first bowl bid 
since the 1988 season. 

Taneyhill walked to Clemson's sacred 
Tiger Paw painted in the middle of the field, 
where he wiped his feet as if it were a floor 
mat. Then Taneyhill threw one hand out to 
the Clemson crowd and held his other hand 
to his ear, 

‘The old Ta but for just a 
brief period, later, the new 
Taneyhill steered the Gamecocks to a 24-21 
victory over West Virginia in the Carquest 
Bowl. 

‘The game epitomized the image Taneyhill 
now wants to present. In the second quarter, 
he sacrificed his body by diving into the end 
zone for a four-yard touchdown, Throughout 
the game, he carefully 
icked apart the Mountain: 
‘condary, not throw: 
ing into crowds like he 
once did. 

Most important, T 
was part ofa 
gave the 
first bowl victory in the 
school's 102 seasons of foot- 
ball. 

“Steve has become more 
am. player,” South 
Carolina running back 
Stanley Pritchett said. 
“When he firs ne here, 
he was talking about how 
he was the best in every- 


Senior linebacker Ha 
Campbell a . 
“When (Taneyhill) was a 
freshman, he was h 
but he's calmed down 
since then,” Campb 
“When he came in a 
freshman and won five 
games, he was looked at 
like the second coming of 
Christ. Then before his 
sophomore year people 
expected him to do things 
that he wasn’t able to do. 
He was put on a pedestal, 
from ; 
his low points well. He 
reevaluated himself and 
committed himself more to § 
the team, and he’s becom 
a better player because « 
it. 


As Taneyhill enters his 3 
senior season, the expecta- 
tions in Columbia, S. 
extremely high. There 
talk of a major bowl bid— 
which would be the school's 


first—in Coach Brad Scott's 


second season. There is talk of individual 
honors for Taneyhill. There also is talk 
about Taneyhill’s future. 

“T think he has the potential to be a pro,” 
said South Carolina quarterback coach 
John Reaves, who came from Florida after 
last season to help with the Gamecocks’ 
passing game. “He's well-versed in several 
different schemes, including the 
Obviously, he has the skills and tools. He 
has a good arm. Mainly, he needs to be 
ciplined and motivated to study the game. 


Taneyhill says having an NFL veteran 
such as Reaves on hand to give him point- 
ers will help his pro aspirations. 

“I definitely want to play in the NFL. With 
Coach Scott and Coach Reaves now here, 
the coaches are going to push me every day 
and I'm not going to slip up,” he said. “I 
have to work on my quickness, keep throw- 
ing touchdowns and avoid interceptions. 
And, if the team wins, I'll be noticed.” 

This is hardly the first time South 
Carolina fans have been buzzing in the pre- 


No-nonsense Coach Brad Scott (right) gets much of the credit for the turnaround of South Carolina quarterback Steve 
Taneyhill, who not long ago was known primarily for his long hair and flamboyance. Scott hasn't badgered Taneyhill 
into conforming, but he has gotten his message across. Taneyhill’s long strands and me-first attitude are now history. 
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season about Taneyhill. In 1993, the talk 
was about how a long-haired, brash quar- 
terback was going to lead their beloved 
Gat ‘0 the promised land, 

‘aneyhill (6-foot-3, 205 pounds) had 
come in as a cocky freshman in 1992. He 
predicted that as soon as he took over as 
the starting quarterback the Gamecocks 
would win—and he was right. 

South Carolina started 0-5 and a player 
revolt threatened to tear the team apart. 
With nothing to lose, then-coach Sparky 
Woods turned to Taneyhill. The results 
were astounding. The Gamecocks won 
five of their final six games as Taneyhill 
threw for 1,272 yards and seven touch- 
downs. The wins were punctuated with 
‘Taneyhill's unique bravado. In the season 
finale, the Gamecocks upset Clemson in a 
game that featured Taneyhill making a 
mock home-run swing after a touchdown 
pass and signing his name on the Tiger 


As Gamecocks’ 
Steve Taneyhill 
matures, QB 


finds he gets 
in the hair 


of opponents 
(and not staff, 
teammates) 


Paw after the gam 

‘Taneyhill spent the off-season baski 
publicity. Merchants sold Gamecocks $ 
with long ponytails attached, In the sum- 
mer before the 1993 season, phone mes- 
sages from national sportswriters and 
broadcasters piled up at the Taneyhill home 
in Altoona, Pa. 

What happened? The cult hero bombed. 


Taneyhill threw 14 interceptions and just 


siti i 3 as the 
chown passes in 1999 as U 
ee slumped to 47. It wasnt a lot 


SHORT 


better off the field, as Taneyhill was arres 
ed for underage drinking after the firs 
game of the season. 

“I wasn’t good at accepting succe: 
Taneyhill, who rebounded last season to 
throw for 2,259 yards with 19 touchdowns 
and just eight interceptions. “You let your- 
self read too many newspaper articles 
about you and you get a feeling in your 
head that you're bigger than you are. But 
I'm glad my sophomore year I had a bad 
year because rned more from that yes 
than at any other time of my life, 

“I learned more than just football. I 
learned about life's ups and downs. I know 
now how to accept success better. I know 
what it's like to be on a mountain and I 
know what it's like to be in the gutter.” 

Getting much of the credit for Taneyhill’s 
climb back up the mountain is the no-non- 
sense Scott, the former Florida State offen- 
sive coordinator who replaced the easy- 
going Woods after Taneyhill’s sophomore 
season, 


some players thought, gave 
treatment. After Taneyhill 

's arrested the day after the 1993 Georgia 
game for underage drinking (Ta ll per- 
formed 30 hours of community service and 
the charges were expunged from his 
record), he was allowed to play in the next 
game at Arkan: But later in the season, 
another player was suspended for a game 
after a brush with the law. 

“He got away with a couple of things 
other players wouldn't have,” Pritchett said, 
“A lot of people were mad that when he got 
arrested, he didn’t have to miss a game.” 

When Scott came in, he immediately 
down the rules and made it clear ther 
would be no favoritism. One of the rules 
was that, during the season, players could 
not have that went past their collar. 

If Taneyhill wanted to continue to play 
quarterback for the Gamecocks, his famous 
locks, which been streaming out from 
under his helmet since the ninth grade, 
would have to go. 

“Everybody wants to make my hair a big 
ue, but it wasn't,” Taneyhill said. “It was 
im rule, Other guys had to cut their 


i 
at 
hai 


In March 1994, college football’s most 
famous strands of hair were gone. ‘Taneyhill 
waited until the night before the first day of 
spring practice before he had a friend shear 
his locks. 

“[ thought he was going to grow it back 
out during the offseason, but I think he 
found out that he looked pretty good with 


short hair.” said Taneyhill’s mother, Susan. 
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Taneyhill also 
distractions with short hair, Before sev 
games during his sophomore season, 
opposing defensive players talked about 
wanting to bring home a few locks. Nobody 
got a trophy, but Taneyhill was sacked 29 
times. 

Taneyhill’s inflammatory celebrations 
also may have fired up a few opponents. But 
Scott made it clear when he arrived that, 
like the such actions would have to 
cease, 

“Before | met Steve, | knew he wai 
highly competitive individual,” Scott said. “ 
hadn't been around him, but there 
things that I re 
weren't things that would fit into my pro- 
gram. What Steve was allowed to do or not 
do, I don’t know, 

“But when | met him, he showed me that 
he was a guy willing to do everything we 
asked him to do. He said, ‘Coach, I've made 
a few mistakes, but I just want to do what it 
es to win,’ 
‘ott has not badgered Taneyhill into 
conforming, but what he has done is give 
him parameters on what he expects from 
his players 

“That ictly what Steve has needed,” 
said Taneyhill’s father, Art, the athletic 
director and girls basketball coach at 
Altoona High, where he has won two state 
titles and was named the 1988 USA Today 
Coach of the Year. “He needs somebody to 
push him and to tell him what he can and 
can't do.” 

Scott pushed Taneyhill into getting in 
better shape. Each weekday morning dur- 
ing the summer, Taneyhill rose at 5:30 a.m., 
when the temperature was in the 80s in 
steamy Columbia, and went running with 
other players 

Then it was off to the weight room, 
where Taneyhill pumped iron as if he were 
ive lineman. By the end of the 
‘aneyhill had dropped 15 pounds 
of fat and toned his muscle. 
sophomore season, I was out of 
id overweight,” Taneyhill said 
‘When Coach Scott came in, I knew it wi 
time to get my act together, The hiring of 
Coach Scott made me e that if T was 
going to play, I had to get in shape and work 
hard and had to be more open-minded 
about accepting n from the coache 
Whatever they s 

Much of whi 
sound football 
quarterba 
Rickey Bustle, ironic: Clemson gradu- 

le, to work with Taneyhill, Bustle 
has departed for Virgini ptt 
replaced him with Reaves, who most 
recently helped tutor quarterbacks in 
Florid happy offer 

Scott and Bustle established a low-risk, 
ball-control passing attack. They 
impressed upon Taneyhill that he didn’t 
have to try to make something big happen 
every play. During his first two seasons, 
Taneyhill often threw into crowds rather 
than unload the ball when nobody was 
open. 

“He made some spectacular plays, but we 
told him he wasn't going to make a living 
that way,” Scott said. 


so needed w. 
ad never hi 


Continued 
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In their 102nd season, 
Gamecocks finally able 
to strut after a bowl game 


he New York Rangers’ 54-year quest for a Stanley Cup was 

nothing compared to what South Carolina went through. 

In thelr first 101 seasons of football, the Gamecocks did not 
win a bowl game. 

They had chances, but 1980 Heisman Trophy winner George 
Rogers couldn't lead them to a bow! victory. Neither could the 
Todd Ellis-to-Sterling Sharpe pass-catch duo. The Gamecocks 
were 0-8 in bowls, and most of the losses weren't even close, 

But everything changed last season, when Brad Scott, fresh 
off a national championship as an assistant to Florida State's 
Bobby Bowden, rolled into Columbia, S.C. Scott led the 
Gamecocks to a 7-5 record, thelr best mark since going 8-4 in 
1988, and a 24-21 victory over West Virginia in the Carquest 
Bowl 

Long-starved Gamecocks fans went bonkers. When the 
team returned from the bow in Miami, a crowd of 7,000 was at 
the airport to greet It, 

“You'd have thought we'd won the national championship, 
and | wasn't about to tell thern any differently,” Scott said, “It’s 
been unbelievable around here since. The fans don't want to 
let go of the bowl.” 

For once, a group of fans always looking toward the future 
wanted to dwell on the past, 

“You couldn't walk into a grocery store around town without 
hearing somebody talk about it at the cash register” South 
Carolina kicker Reed Morton said, “Then I'd walk up to the 
checkout line and someone would say, ‘Wow, is that a bow! 
fing?’ * 

Now it's time for the Gamecocks to try to bulld upon last year's 
accomplishments, After all, this is a program that never has been 
to a major bowl, much less won one. And while the 1994 team 
won the game that counted, the Gamecocks did not beat a 
team with a winning record during the regular season, 

“We have to caution our kids that we have just scratched the 
surface a bit,” said Scott, who has had two solid recruiting class- 
es, "We're just starting to turn the corner, We've got to keep 
working hard to advance the program,” 

After Scott took over, he introduced a rigorous winter condi- 
tioning program that 16 players could not withstand. Scott's 
conditioning eventually tured South Carolina into a tough 
late-game team. The Gamecocks were outscored last season 
in each of the first three quarters, but they outscored foes 102- 
49 in the fourth quarter. 

“We're committed to getting this program among the elite in 
the nation, and it will take hard work,” Scott said. "You look at 
the SEC and you have Florida, Auburn and Alabama, who 
have separated themselves, Then you have Tennessee, which is 
‘on the cutting edge of that group, We're in the next group, and 
we want to fight our way up. 

“But we have to be patient because those other programs 
aren't exactly standing still, This is just our staff's second year 
here. By our fourth or fifth year, we want to be there.” 

The goals at South Carolina are simple. There are two large 
signs in the weight room. One reads "SEC Champs 1972"; the 
other, "National Champs 19??." 

South Carolina fans hope It won't be another 101 seasons 
before those signs are filed in, 


—CHRIS TOMASSON 


BOWLED OVER 
Now that South Carolina has its first bow! victory, lowa State 
(0-4) is the only schoo! that has appeared in at least four bowls 
and failed to win. South Carolina's bow! history: 


1994 Carquest Bowl: South Carolina 24, West Virginia 21 
1988 Liberty Bowl: Indiana 34, South Carolina 10 

1987 Gator Bowl: LSU 30, South Carolina 13 

1984 Gator Bowl: Oklahoma State 21, South Carolina 14 
1980 Gator Bowl: Pitt 37, South Carolina 9 

1979 Hall of Fame Bowl: Missouri 24, South Carolina 14 
1975 Tangerine Bowl: Miami (Ohio) 20, South Carolina 7 
1969 Peach Bowl: West Virginia 14, South Carolina 3 
1946 Gator Bowl: Wake Forest 26, South Carolina 14 


It took time for Taneyhill to completely prove himself to Scott. 
Taneyhill led the Gamecocks to a 4-1 start. Still, in several games, Scott 
gave backup quarterback Blake Williamson playing time when the out- 
come still was in doubt. 

Then Taneyhill had two of the finest games of his career in back-to- 
back weeks, He completed 39 of 58 passes for a school-record 451 yards 
and three touchdowns in a loss to East Carolina. 

He followed that by completing 16 of 26 for 184 yards and a career- 
high four touchdowns against Mi ippi State. The Gamecocks lost, 
41-36, but Taneyhill rallied them from a 35-14 deficit to a 36-35 lead with 
3:15 left. 

Going in, I was confident that Steve had the leadership skills we want 
ed, but I wasn't sure how he would respon: ‘id. “Then we had 
that great comeback in the Mississippi State game. That told me, ‘He's 
the man.’ He was the competitor that I thought that he would be. He was: 
our regular quarterback from then on 

For thes ason, Taneyhill completed 231 of 867 pi to lead the SEC 
completion percentage. He finished sixth in the nation in pa’ 
ney and was named MVP of the Carquest Bowl after he com- 
pleted 26 of 36 passes for 227 yards and one touchdown in addition to his 
rushing score, 

“That's something that nobody can take away from me, 
terback on the first Carolina team ever to win a bowl gam 

But Taneyhill knows the Gam s| 
have arri as a power in the SEC. During the regular 
Carolina didn’t beat a team with a winning record. 

‘The Gamecocks never have been to a major bowl, and that is some- 
thing Taneyhill would like to correct as a senior. But he watches his 


being the quar- 
laneyhill said. 
5 in "4, hardly 
eason, South 


verybody is saying next year is going to be the year for us,” 
Taneyhill said. “But after my freshman year, everyone was saying next 
year was the year. We can't let it slip away like it did two years ago. Our 
goals are going to be high, but what bow! | think we can go to I'm not 
going to say.” 

Taneyhill has been down that road before. After his freshman season, 
‘Taneyhill said he told a reporter his goal was to go to the Sugar Bowl. 
When the story came out, Taneyhill sounded as if he were making a Joe 
Namath-like guarantee. 

Taneyhill has become increasingly distrustful of the South Carolina 
media over the years. It is te in which football is king and college 
football recruiting is often given more coverage by the media than the 
basketball season. 

“Your image is what the media does to you,” Taneyhill said. “I never said 
anything that bad or did anything that bad. The media blew everything 
out of proportion and I've tried to avoid them as much as I can. 

“[ don’t trust the media. They ask me what my goal is and I say that we 
want to try to win every game. Then it comes out that I say we're going 
to win every game. And the whole thing about me being a long-haired 
rock ‘n’ roller—I never portrayed that image.” 

Don't get the idea that Taneyhill ever has psyched himself up before 
games by listening to Kenny G, But even while Taneyhill had long hair 
and was punctuating touchdowns with dances and mock pistol shooting, 
he a relatively low-key individual off the field. 

“He's not at all like he’s been portrayed,” said his mother, “He's very 
relaxed off the field and a very polite young man. But when he plays 
sports, he becomes very competitive and very emotional. He gets that 
from his father.” 

Let it be known, though, that Art Taneyhill always 
coiffed and has not been known to punctuate Altoo 
mock home-run swings. 

One thing Taneyhill definitely got from his father is his love of basket- 
ball. Ask Taneyhill who he'd rather watch play, Michael Jordan or Troy 
Aikman, and the decision is easy. 

‘Taneyhill was a fine high school basketball player, but he was a step 
slow. So when his high school coach, John Franco, told him he had a 
much better chance of going further in football, Taneyhill did not pursue 
college basketball scholarship offers. 

In the offseason, Taneyhill—who anticipates graduating in May with a 
criminal justice degree—can be found at the college gym playing pickup 
games. He can hold his own against South Carolina's varsity. Lately, 
though, Taneyhill has been taking up a new sport. 

It's a sport that has few long-haired players and certainly no outra- 
geous celebrations. It's a sport that fits Taneyhill's new image perfectly. 

Meet Steve Taneyhill, the golfer. # 


been quite well- 
ligh victories with 


Chris Tomasson covers college sports and writes columns for the 
Spartanburg (S.C.) Herald-Journal. 
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) Sen. Phil Gramm, R-Texas, isn’t the only Aggie with his eye 
on No. 1. Not since 1970 has the Southwest Conference had 
* anational champion (Texas by UPI) and something tells us 
it's now or never, Sure, there are only four returning starters 


* on offense, but that doesn't include All-America Leeland * 


McElroy, the kick returner extraordinare who moves into the 
backfield full-time. Quarterback Corey Pullig enters his fourth 
season as a starter. Coach R.C. Slocum says this may be his 
best group of linebackers ever; take a bow, Reggie Brown. 
Defensive end Brandon Mitchell will wreak havoc up front. 
Cornerback Ray Mickens and free safety Dennis Allen lead 
a veteran secondary. The Aggies have one early test, at 
= Colorado on September 23, and one late one, the emotional 
SWC finale against Texas on December 2. College Station 
*) may never be the same. 


DE Brandon Mitchell 
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The Gators averaged 43.4 points and 
462.8 yards last season, Those might 
be disappointing figures this year 
Junior Danny Wuerfel Is the best 
retuming quarterback in the SEC. All 
‘America receiver Jack Jackson leaves 
early? That leaves more room for 
sophomore sensation Reidel Anthony. 
The ine is experienced, as are running 
backs Eljah Willams and Fred Taylor 
The defense, as big a mystery to Steve 
Spurrier as the Intemet isto your grand- 
ma, needs help on the line. But line- 
backers Ben Hanks and Dexter Daniels 
are solid, and comerback Anthone Lott 
is a future star, There are two hitches: 
The kicking game is greener than the 
grass in The Swamp and October is 
homeless, as the Gators travel to LSU, 
Aubum and Georgia. 


OT Jason Odom 


‘As dependable as Bobby Bowden's 
‘sense of humor, the Seminoles’ offense 
will explode, By the end of 1994, Danny 
Kanell had matured into one of the 
nation’s better quarterbacks (thanks, 
Gators), Mighty-mite talibacks Warrick 
Dunn (a Heisman candidate in some- 
‘one else's offense) and Rock Preston 
can carry the team if needed, They may 
be needed, as the receivers are young, 
Aveteran line is led by All-America cen- 
ter Clay Shiver. The front seven on 
defense is deep. End Reinard Wilson 
must prove he can sack (an ACC-lead- 
ing 11 last year) without Derrick 
Alexander drawing attention, The line- 
backers may be the nation’s best 
group. The secondary is young, Junior 
James Colzie makes the big play, Can 
he make every play? 


QB Danny Kanell 


UCLA basketball can make it back to 
the top, i must be time to hear Conquest 
‘on January 1. I's been 22 seasons since 
USC finished No. 1, but depth (14 retum- 
ing starters, plus another 12 who have 
started al least once) and a friendly 
‘schedule could make USC a contender. 
At 6-foot-6, junior quarterback Brad 
Orton is tall enough to see over the vet- 
eran offensive line, At 6-4, senior 
Keyshawn Johnson is big enough to 
catch anything Otton gets close to him. 
New defensive coordinator Keith Bums 
has shifted to a 5-2 alignment to take 
‘advantage of a roster replete with line- 
men, Consecutive games at Note 
Dame and at Washington in October will 
be one test of greatness. Beating either 
the Irish (0-11-1 in past 12 meetings) or 
UCLA (four losses in a row) will bo 
another, 


SS Sammy Knight 


FLORIDA 


he 


NEBRASKA 


The defending national champions 
avoided the off-season problems that 
trapped Florida State a year ago. Why, 
the Comhusker faithful even likes Tom 
Osbome now. But the rechead’s supply 
doesn't meet demand. He has two 
starting quarterbacks (Tommie Frazier 
and Brook Bertinget) for one job and 
‘one retuming blocker (center Aaron 


" 


Graham) for five jobs. But because 


Nebraska produces offensive linemen 
like, well, the state's farmers harvest 
corn, there's no worry. Lawrence 
Philips wil try to improve on his 1,722- 
yard season of a year ago. The sec- 
ondary relumns three starters, if you 
include Mike Minter, who blew out his 
lett knee last September, The defensive 
line and the linebacking corps should 
be solid. 


RB Lawrence Phillips 


So what if Butch Davis is the first Miami 
hire without head-coaching experience 
since Carl Selmer (5-16 in 1975-76). 
Davis is part ofthe family, one with a lot 
of questions on the defensive line, 
Warren Sapp is gone and middle ine- 
backer Ray Lewis made every tackle 
because Sapp had half the offense tied 
up, Tackles-to-be Marvin Davis and 


Jason McCullough missed spring prac- 
tice with injuries, Mr. Lewis, meet offen’ 


sive linemen. The one-back offense Is 
gone. Davis wil implement the Dallas 
Cowboys’ two-back attack, Danyel 
Ferguson and Al Shipman supply the 
speed. At quarterback, Ryan Colins will 
battle Scott Covington and yan 
Clement. UM wil be tested immediately: 
Three of the fist four games are on the 
road (UCLA, Virginia Tech, Florida State). 


LB Ray Lewis 


After 12 wins, no losses and no nation- 
al championship, the Nittany Lions 


” 
4 7 


could spend 1995 with a grudge most same 


pro wrestlers would envy. The good 
news is seven starters retum from the 
nation’s most prolific offense east of 
Michael Jordan. The bad news is none 
‘of them is Kerry Collins. But junior Wally 
Richardson should fill in well. The 
defense, which never resembled a No. 
1 unit, must replace six of the front 
seven, so the pressure will be on 
Richardson to win shootouts. With 
Bobby Engram and Freddie Scott 
catching passes, Richardson will win 
his share. The schedule is made for 
Success. None of the five road oppo- 
nents had winning records in 1994. The 
Nittany Lions could be worse than last 
‘year and stil finish No. 1. 


QB Wally Richardson 
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3 ALABAI | NOTRE DAM 


This team may resemble the schoo's jug Sie Last year never happened. 19947 


1992 national championship unit. The 
defense will be superb and the offense, 
uh, won't—at least early. Normally, a 
Gene Stalings offense is as exciting as 


@ church picnic. Even he understands » 


the magnitude of the departure of run- 
ning back Sherman Willams, as the 
Tide practiced all spring in four-receiver 


defensive line is fast on the outside, 
and tackle Shannon Brown is big and 
tough inside. Ralph Staten is the next 
great Alabama linebacker. Someone 
goofed and let North Carolina State 
‘onto what normally is a marshmallow 
Non-league slate. Don't forget: The Tide 
is 0-for-Jordan-Hare Stadium, where it 
closes the season against Auburn. 


Perished. Gone. Coach Lou Holtz 
doesn't ike to talk about the 6-5-1 fig. 
debacle, a season spent in search of 
leadership and healthy bodies. 
Quarterback on Powlus may have 
recovered from the beating he took by 
now. So many linemen filled holes in 
front of him that he is protected by an 
experienced front five now. With Derrick 
Mayes looking like an All-America 
receiver and Randy Kinder and Marc 
Edwards lined up behind Powlus, Notre 
Dame has the makings of an explosive 
offense. But there's litte experience on 
defense, though there is talent. 
Fortunately, the schedule features 
nearly as many service academies 
(three) as tough games (four). The Irish 
plays Texas, Ohio Stale and 
Washington on consecutive Saturdays. 


BRUCE L SOMWARTZNAN 


STEVE BEYER 


DT Shannon Brown | TB Randy Kinder 


110 MICHIGAN il TENNE 


The whole team has names straight out 
ofa TV actionhero movie. Meet Jarrett 
Irons, private eye who hunts down 
‘opposing runners. Then there's Amani) 
Toomer and Mercury (Hayes), the 
fastest, hip-swivelingest fugitives on 
the run. Suave Remy Hamiton calmly 
Kicks away troubles. And don't forget 
Tehimanga Biakabutuka, so quick his 
show will end before the voice-over fin- 
ishes announcing him. There's a lotto 
like, if the team can overcome the res- 
ignation of Gary Moeller after two sub- 
par years. The lineup needs an anchor 
ifit wants to win its time slot. Wil it be 
redshirt freshman Scott Dreisbach, 
sophomore Brian Griese or senior 
Jason Carr? Whoever starts at quarter 
back better be ready for the November 
‘sweeps, when Michigan closes at Penn 
State and at home against Ohio State. 


TB Tim Blakabutuka 


Forget his daddy. Can Tery Bowden mm 


Sophomore quarterback Peyton 
Manning may look 15, but he did a lot of 
(Growing up last season. Now the whole 
state wants to jump on his back. He 
must ignore the yeamings of Volunteers 
in search of national acclaim, or, dare 
‘we Say, 2 victory over Alabama (which 
hasn't happened since 1985). He has 
an experienced line and receivers he | 
knows well in Nilo Silvan and Joey 
Kent. if Jay Graham or transfer Travis 
Cozart doesn't carry the load at running 
back, Manning will be lonely. Bigger 
‘question: Does the offense matter? Ten 
starters retum on defense. End Steve 
‘White and leading tackler Scott Galyon 
at linebacker will be watched plenty on 
tape. The Vols’ fate will be known by 
September 24, with games against 
Georgia, Florida and Mississippi State 
in their rearview mirror. 


C Bubba Miller 


13 


Now that the Buckeyes have received 


"STEPHEN OUNNWALLSPORT 


oY 
lve up to his own precedent (20-1-1)? aay 
The Tigers have more retuming starters 


— GH that heart transplant—they beat 
ew hig nn, Michigan forte fst time since 1967— 
‘on offense (eight, including the entire xy x will they “Rose” to the occasion for the 


line headed by tackle Willie Anderson) 
than most NFL teams. Bowden must 
find receivers to catch Patrick Nix’s pin- 
point passes. Fred Beasley switches 
from behind Stephen Davis on the 
depth chart to in front of him on the field 
at fullback. The Tigers may have to 
‘outscore more than just Florida. The 
defensive front is new, but there is tal- 
ent there. The linebackers, especially 
Anthony Harris and Marcellus Mostella, 
will be the bulwark. Strong safety Ken 
Alvis anchors a secondary that will miss 
early NFL departee Brian Robinson. 
Easy prediction: Aubum goes to a bow! 
for the first time since the 1990 season. 


LB Anthony Harris 


first ime since the '84 campaign? Eight 
Tetuming starters on offense promise 
results. Quarterback Bobby Hoying is 
dependable. Tailback Eddie George ran 
for the quietest 1,442 yards in the 
nation. The defensive ine is strong with 
ends Matt Finkes and Mike Vrabel, but 
the secondary and linebackers must 
grow fast. Look at that schedule. The 
Buckeyes lose Houston and Fresno 
State and pick up Notre Dame and 
Boston Collage. Ohio State plays Notre 
Dame, Penn State (on the road) and 
Wisconsin (road) on consecutive 
Saturdays. Fate may kick John Cooper / 
in the shorts again. 


How many teams could lose a combined 
five players picked in the fist two rounds 


‘of the NFL draft and survive? Here's one. fl 


The Buffs replace quarterback Kordelt 
Stewart and running back Rashaan 
Salaam with Koy Detmer and Herchell 
Troutman, respectively. With three offen- 
sive ine starters returing, the new back- 
field will have time to grow. New defen- 
sive coordinator A.J. Christoff must find 
pass rushers. Greg Jones, Matt Russell 
and Mike Phillips form one of the nation's 
top linebacking units. The Buffaloes will 
be buoyed by a veteran secondary led by 
safeties Donnell Leomiti and Steve 
Rosga. The schedule is tough: 
Wisconsin (an the road), Colorado State, 
Texas A&M and Oklahoma (road) before 
September ends. If new Coach Rick 
Neuheisel wanted a challenge, he got 
one. 


C Bryan Stoltenberg * 


l(a 

9) 
The short answer is, no, the Tar Heels 
haven't caught up to Florida State. But 
the offense will score on anyone. 
Johnson & Johnson has been reduced 
to Johnson. Curtis left and Leon stayed. 
He'll get Curtis’ carries, so look for a 


megayear. Wide receiver Marcus Wall 3 


is a threat to score every time he touch- 
es the ball, via catch or kick. So is 
Octavus Bames on the other side. 
Senior quarterback Mike Thomas, the 
full-time starter for the first time, will 
throw it to either one. North Carolina's 
problems wil come on defense, where 
six of the front seven, including the top 
three tacklers, are gone. Tackle Marcus 
Jones should get used to being double- 
teamed. North Carolina plays all the 
‘ACC contenders at home, except North. 
Carolina State. 


OT Marcus Jones 


Jawes 0 our 


The Wildcats, the biggest disappoi 
ment of 1994, wil reverse their for- 
‘tunes. Tedy Bruschi, that micro pub of a 
defensive end (6-1, 255), will toss aside 
offensive tackles in search of a 
Lombardi Award. Six other defensive 
starters retum, including strong safety 
Brandon Sanders and tackle Chuck 
Osbome. The offense will be virtually 
new, but Dick Tomey’s teams havent 
made their reputation moving the ball. 
Quarterback Dan White plays like his 
former Arizona State namesake, The 
problem: that Dan White is well over 40, 
Rangy Richard Dice is a go-to receiver. 
Gary Taylor must deliver at running 
back behind a rebuilt offensive line. A 
September 23 visit from Souther 
California will set the tone for Arizona, 
which stil is looking for its first Rose 
Bowl bid. 


SS Brandon Sanders 


aznnnd 


Justice Smith must prove durable 
enough to handle running back by him- 
set. He split time last season and 


QB Mark Hartsell 


t 


Third-year Coach Mike O’Cain remains 


soft-spoken, but his team has devel- 
oped a bombastic reputation. The Ni 
Wolfpack quiet finished second in the a 
‘ACC last season and could follow the 


same formula this season: outscore 
folks. Quarterback Terry Harvey and 
tailback Tremayne Stephens would look 
good in any uniform. The brothers 


don't get dirty, Senior guard Steve Keim 
is one of the league's best. Now for the 
H bad news: The kickers are unproven 
and the defensive front seven is young. 
That should make the experienced sec- 
oink een eos sees 
vy: Virginia, Florida State (on 
the road), Baylor, Clemson and Ff 
Alabama (road) by midseason. 


FS James Walker ~ 


GO) 
aye 


There was so much turmoil in 
Champaign last winter you would have | 
thought Lou Henson doubled his duty, 
Nope, that was bookish Lou Tepper fir 
ing offensive coordinator Greg Landry 
the day after the signing date and losing 
the Illin's bast recruit (quarterback 
Chris Redman) because of it, Former 
Ball State coach Paul Schudel promis- 
es to spice up the offense, Quarterback 
Johnny Johnson could use less spice 
and more starch, He must show a. 


Coach Brad Scott, fresh from spuming 
‘overtures from Miami, is making the 
‘SEC East sweat. If you can't beat ‘em, 
hire ‘em. John Reaves comes from 
Florida to run the Gamecocks’ passing 
game. Veteran quarterback Steve 
‘Taneyhill gets quieter and more produc- 
tive every season. Big things are 
of fullback Stanley Pritchett, 
and not just because he weighs 230. 
‘The offensive line must cut down on 
‘sacks allowed (33). Youth on the defen- 
‘sive line will put pressure on lineback- 
ers Hank Campbell and Ronnie 
to ratchet up their performance. The 
good news is seven home games; the 
bad news is Georgia, Mississippi State 
and Tennessee on the road. The 
Gamecocks need another year before 
strutting to the top. 


FB Stanley Pritchett §j 


trite 
ynt—tosing four assis- 


‘McCamey—he 

‘back into Big Ten contention. There are a 
{ot of holes to fil: from tight end to center: 
‘on the left side of the offensive line and 
the entire secondary. The backfield looks 
good: Darrell Bevell begins, oh, his sev- 
enth year at quarterback. Can sopho- 


his scrapbook? While the secondary 


senior's Redcap Ty Douthard must could be the problem on defense, the line 
play the way he did against Penn State Ms and linebackers, led by tackle Jason 
(35 carries, 172 yards) on 10 other Maniecki and linebacker Pete Monty, = 
Saturdays. Outside linebackers Simeon | should be strong. Wisconsin opens 
Rice and Kevin Hardy—the best pairin | against Colorado and Stanford. But of 


the nation— may have great years, but stag Bie2 the last six opponents, only tlinois had a 


nobody could know it because of a 
young defensive line. 


OLB Simeon Rice 


Enough oohing and aahing about the 
Wildcats, exiled longer than Nelson 
Mandela. After consecutive bronze 
medals in the Big Eight, it's time to 
demand better, as in a better schedule 
and a better finish. Kansas State's 
September sagen ie Roonions 
nine games last year. Funny thing is, 
the Wildcats have the talent to play 
tougher teams. Sixteen starters retum. 
The questions are at quarterback and 
tailback. Senior Matt Miller takes over 
for Chad May at quarterback and has 
two outstanding receivers in Kevin 
Lockett and Tyson Schwieger, who 
combined for 83 catches a year ago. 
Tha only holes on defense are at line- 
backer. A lot will be at stake in the sea- 
son-ender against Colorado. Can the 
'Cats win a big game? 


OLB Percell Gaskins 


winning record in’94, Survive and thre, 
Badgers. 


QB Darrell Bevell 


Cavaliers Coach George Welsh won a 
power struggle with former athletic 
Girector Jim Copeland and got a 12th 
game, opening at Michigan in the 
Pigskin Classic, as a prize. Sony, 
George, there was no second prize. But 
Welsh does have 17 returning starters. 
The ‘only question will be the defensive 

line. Otherwise, the tacitum Welsh actu- 
ally has a lot of answers, even if he may 
not divulge them. Hell need them early. 
‘Aside from going to Ann Arbor, the Cavs 
must travel to North Carolina State, 
Clemson, North Carolina and Texas 
before Halloween. Mike Groh is a smart 
passer. Brothers Tiki (tailback) and 
Ronde (comerback) Barber will contin- 
ue to grab headlines. That ACC race 
would be something if they hadn't gone 

and invited Florida State. 


RB Tiki Barber 
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26. Washington 68. Minnesota Site Date This year's matchup 

27. West Virginia 69. Mississippi Freedom Bow! Anaheim, Calif. TBA WAC #3 vs, open 


a Creve Sate a Reet Las Vegas Bowl Las Vegas Dec. 17_ MAC #1 vs. Big West #1 


30. Louisville 72. Nevada Aloha Bow! Honolulu Dec. 25 Big 12 #5 or #6 vs. TBA 
31. lowa 73. Western Michigan Copper Bowl Tucson, Ariz. Dec. 27 WAC #2 vs. Big 12 #5 or #6 


32. Colorado State 74. New Mexico 7 ; 
33. California 75, SW Louisiana Holiday Bow! San Diego Dec. 29 WAC #1/Pac-10 #2 vs. Big 12 #3 


34. Oklahoma 76. Tulsa Independence Bow! Shreveport, La. Dec. 29 Two open slots 
35. BYU 


77. Toledo Sun Bow! El Paso, Texas Dec. 29 _Pac-10 #3 vs. Big Ten #5 


36. Texas Tech 78, Oklahoma State " i 
37. Virginia Tech 79. Utah Carquest Bow! Miami Dec. 30 _ Big East #3 vs. either ACC #4 or SEC #5 


38. LSU 80. Temple Liberty Bowl Memphis, Tenn. Dec. 30 Independent alliance vs. open 
89. Texas Christian 81. SMU Peach Bowl Atlanta Dec. 30 _ACC #3 vs. SEC #4 


40. Clemson 82. Wake Forest i 
41. Duke 83. Northem Illinois Alamo Bowl San Antonio Dec. 31 Big Ten #4 vs. Big 12 #4 


42. East Carolina 84, Kentucky Sugar Bowl New Orleans Dec. 31 Bowl alliance 
43, Oregon State 85, Hawai Cotton Bow! Dallas Jan. 1 Big 12 #2 vs WAC #1/Pac-10 #2 
44. Air Force 86. Eastern Michigan Florida Citrus Bowl Orlando Jan.1 SEC #2 vs. Big Ten #2 


h 7. Cincinnati 
ie paler He ae Gator Bowl Jacksonville Jan. ACC #2 vs, Big East #2 


47. Arkansas 89. Ball State Orange Bow! Miami Jan. Bow! alliance 
48, Pitt 90. New Mexico State Ti #3.vs. Big Ten # 
HolGiracize a1, Miami (Ohio) Outback Bow! fampa Jan, SEC #3 vs. Big Ten #3 
50. Mississippi State 92. Utah State Rose Bowl Pasadena, Calif, Jan. Big Ten #1 vs, Pac-10 #1 
51. Georgia 93, NE Louisiana Fiesta Bowl Tempe, Ariz. h Bow alliance 
52. Indiana 94, Tulane 
53. Washington State 95, lowa State dy) j\ pt | | 
54. Purdue 96. Houston Odd Os 
55. Arizona State 97. Louisiana Tech 
56. Bowling Green 98. UNLV DIVISION I-A 
57. Michigan State 99. Central Michigan Schoo! Former coach New coach New coach's previous job 
58. Southern Miss 100. Pacific ‘Akron Gerry Faust Lee Owens Ohio State assistant 

Rice 101. Army Ball State Paul Schudel Bill Lynch Indiana assistant 


59. 
60. San Diego State 102. San Jose State Colorado Bill McCartney Rick Neuheisel Colorado assistant 


61. Missouri 103, Arkansas State k i 5 : 
62. Stanford 404, North Texas Eastern Michigan Ron Cooper Rick Rasnick Utah assistant 


Georgia Tech Bill Lewis George O'Leary’ Georgia Tech assistant 
a Ht Hoa pete lowa State Jim Walden Dan McCamey Wisconsin assistant 
65. Rutgers 107. Navy Louisiana State Curley Hallman. Gerry DiNardo Vanderbilt coach 
66. Memphis 108. Ohio U. Louisville Howard Schnellenberger Ron Cooper Eastern Michigan coach 
67. Vanderbilt Memphis Chuck Stobart Rip Scherer James Madison coach 
Miami Dennis Erickson Butch Davis Dallas Cowboys assistant 
Michigan Gary Moeller Uoyd Cart* Michigan assistant 
Michigan State George Perles Nick Saban Cleveland Browns assistant 
Mississippi Joe Lee Dunn’** Tommy Tuberville Texas A&M assistant 
Navy George Chaump Charlie Weatherbie. Utah State coach 
Ohio University Tom Lichtenberg Jim Grobe Ait Force assistant 
Oklahoma Gary Gibbs Howard Schnellenberger Louisville coach 
Oklahoma State Pat Jones Bob Simmons Colorado assistant 
Oregon Rich Brooks. Mike Bellotti Oregon assistant 
Stanford Bill Walsh Tyrone Willingham Minnesota Vikings assistant 
Utah State Charlie Weatherbie dohn L. Smith Idaho coach 
Vanderbilt Gerry DiNardo Rod Dowhower Cleveland Browns assistant 
"Coached last three games of 1994 season. “Interim coach. **‘Interim coach for 1994 season. 


DIVISION I-AA 

‘School Former coach New coach's previous job 
Alabama-Bimmingham Jim Hiyer Oklahoma assistant 
Bucknell Lou Maranzana San Jose State assistant 
Butfalo Jim Ward Penn State assistant 
Cal State Northridge Bob Burt i Santa Rosa (Cali) JC coach 
Cal State Sacramento Mike Clemons 
Canisius Bay Mynter Chuck Williams: Canisius assistant 
Iaho John L. Sith Chis Tormey Washington assistant 

James Madison Rip Scherer Alex Wood Wake Forest assistant 
Seen eae es dale: Nicholls State Rick Rhoades Darren Barbier Hahnvile High (La. coach 
Godirey is no middle-of-the-pack middle linebacker. Rene piece pe Boston College acssiat 
‘Southwest Missouri State Jesse Branch Del Miller Kansas State assistant 
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By KEVIN SHERRINGTON 


n the bitter winter day it was 

announced that the Southw 

Conference had died, with its 

football funeral to come almost 
two years later, the man who made the 
league famous felt a pang or two. 

Sammy Baugh last played for Texas 
Christian nearly a half-century ago. These 
days, he barely gets off his west Texas 
ranch. He is so reclusive that even when 
the Washington Redskins beg him to return 
for reunions so fans could see the man 
many consider the greatest quarterback 
ever, he won't go, He won't go anywhere he 
can’t drive, and he sure isn’t driving 1,500 
miles just to dig up some memories. 

But when the news reached him out in 
Rotan in February 1994 that his old league 
was done, even crusty old Sammy Baugh 
was a little sentimental. 

“It doesn’t ring right with me,” he 
when SWC officials announced that Texas, 
Texas A&M, Baylor and Texas Tech would 
join Big Eight members after the 1995-96 
school year to form what has since been 
named the Big 12 Conference. The defec- 
tion of the four teams effectively killed the 
80-year SWC, ing Southern 
Methodist, Texas Christian, Rice and 
Houston to fend for themselves. (SMU, 
TCU and Rice eventually wrangled an 
agreement with the Western Athletic 
Conference, and Houston went into the new 
Conference USA with elements of the Great 
Midwest and Metro conferent 

“Money is a big thing,” Baugh said of the 
breakup. “It's the whole damn thing, I hate 
to see it break up. 

Baugh’s feelings didn't settle much in the 
months after the announcement, He under- 
nds the economics and the league's 
inherent problems. The SWC lost its nation- 
al standing. Big-time recruits, even those 
born in Texas, weren't interested anymore, 
and neither was television, Much con- 
tributed to the demise, from the incestuous 
problems of eight schools in one state— 
splintering the fan e—to a series of 
NCAA scandals in the 1980s. 

“I hated to see it end because it had been 


= 


going on so long,” Baugh said of the SWC, 
born in 1915, the year after he was. “Back 
when I was there (1934-36), and for years 
after that, I thought it was a great confer- 
enc 

Without question, it was. Still, anyone 
born since the Baby Boom went bust might 
have trouble understanding. The SWC hasn't 
had a legitimate shot at a national title since 
1983, when Texas went unbeaten in regular- 
season play. But Craig Curry’s muffed punt 
against Georgia in the Cotton Bowl cost the 
Longhorns a chance to nail down the cham- 
pionship. 

The death of the league wasn’t sudden, 
either. Arkansas bolted to the Southeastern 
Conference after the 1991 season, a move 
that former Texas coach Darrell Royal 
called the beginning of the end. Even at 
that, the league had been lingering for 
years, with only Texas A&M much of a 
national presence. 

The league's initials came to stand for the 
So What? Conference. This was particularly 
galling for Texans who, despite their eclec- 
tic collection of professional sports teams, 
ider theirs a football-first state. 
vhere outside coaches shop for foot- 


But there are people who remember what 
it was like when SWC fans didn’t have to 
apologize for their loyalties. Most of them 
remember the league's five national champ- 
ions—Texas (1963, 1969, 1970), Texas 
Christian (1938) and Texas A&M (1939), 
You could make a case for SMU, too, which 
headed a couple of the myriad polls in ex: 
tence in 1935 (when, in pre-wire-service vot- 
ing, Minnesota dominated the balloting 
overall), The 0 recall the SWC’s five 
Heisman Trophy winners: Davey O'Brien, 
Doak Walker, John David Crow, Earl 
Campbell and Andre Ware, And they might 
even remember that the man the Heisman is 
named for once coached at Rice. 

‘They remember Bobby Layne refus- 
ing to allow Texas to lose, Baylor's bug- 
eyed Mike Singletary hitting people so 
hard it broke his helmets, SMU’s Forrest 
Gregg opening big holes, Texas’ Tommy 
Nobis both opening and closing holes, 
SMU's Eric Dickerson running to daylight, 


56 The Sporting News 1995 College Football Yearbook 


Houston's Wilson Whitley taking hunks out 
of offensive lines and F Dicky Maegle 
running down that sideline at the Cotton 
Bowl, with nothing but green gi and 
Alabama's bench in front of him. 

‘There are plenty of people who remem- 
ber when Rice was good, if not particularly 
good to its mascots. Rice's first owl met an 
ignominious end when, tethered to a tree 
branch, it fell from its perch and suffocated 
from a snoot-full of mud. 

SWC mascots have been stolen, branded, 
neglected, barbecued, eaten and desecrat- 
ed. Texas’ mascot got its nickname when 

Texas A&M fans rustled the longhorn, then 
branded it with the core of an Aggie victo- 
ry. Texas partis ptured the animal 
and turned the 13-0 into “Bevo,” and the 
nickname stuck. 

The lege prcateets rivalries 


have been 


Baylor VS. 
Another ke 
duced provincial 
to the little-known SWC when the two 
schools met in a titanic struggle in 1935. 


rivalr, 


And there the Big Shootout of 19 
matching top-ranked Texa: 
Arkansas, rated No. 2 in one wir 
poll and No. 3 in the other. President Nixon 
dropped in for that game. 

In Baugh’s glory ye: 


and for two 
known as a 
sing fancy. But, from the time in the late 
s when Bear Bryant reintroduced 
A&M to the concept, the SWC’s rej 
utation wi 
Texas’ 
sport 
bled the remains of his lunch—became the 
nation’s most familiar offense for more than 
de. Emory Bellard’s creation for 
Royal became de rigueur in Te 
college and high school. When he took o 
at Baylor in 1972, Grant Teaff noted tha 
eight teams ran the wi 


dec 


¢ 
one of thundering football 


But the league also invented—or at least 
popularized—two other offenses. Hous- 
ton’s Bill Yeoman came up with the veer in 
the mid-1960s, before the Cou were 
SWC members. His su Jack 


Storied Southwest Conference 
goes down for the count 
after 95 season, but it leaves 
a Texas-tall football legacy 


Among the vivid memories of SWC play is Bobby Layne’s refusal to allow Texas to lose. Layne was a 
consensus all-league selection four times and led the Longhorns to a 28-4 record in his final three years. 


Pardee, used the run-and-shoot to pile up 
enough yardage and points to win Ware a 
Heisman Trophy; he also received more 
than a little flak for running up 95 points 
against hapless SMU, which was just com- 
ing off two years of inactivity after receiving 
the “death penalty” because of NCAA trans- 
gre 


sions. 

‘That Pardee would become wedded to 
such a pinball offense is startling. He came 
up in the 1950s under Bryant at Texas 
A&M, and was a survivor of the infamous 
Junction training camp in 1954. Bryant, in 
his first season at College Station after eight 
years at Kentucky, was looking for a place 
far from interfering alumni and, as he later 
put it, a place to separate the “quitters from 
the keepers.” He found his place in 
Junction, a west Texas town burned to a 
crisp by a five-year drought. 

Bryant would lose more than two-thirds 
of his team in that hellish 10-day camp, 
going home with 29 players. 

Gene Stallings, the current Alabama 
coach who also played for Bryant as an 
Aggie, had the most-quoted line about 
¢ went in two buses and came 


As the media ate lunch during the 
Junction stop on the 1954 SWC press tour, 
rtswriters were afforded the sight of 

players working out or throwing up, 
depending on the vantage point. At night, 
too tired to go into town, Aggie players 
rolled up the flaps on the barrack huts in an 
attempt to catch any stray breezes. 

Dave Campbell, former sports editor of the 
Waco (Texas) Tribune-Herald, called Junction 
the most memorable stop in 31 years on the 
tour. And Bryant, referring to the conditions, 
would tell his biographer: “If you hadn't been 
so wellraised, you'd have wished you were 
dead.” 

Bryant stayed only four years at Texas 
A&M, leaving for his alma mater, Alabama, 
after the 1957 season. Abe Martin, a coach- 
ing rival at TCU, said Bryant “got our feet 
off our desks and made us put up our golf 
clubs.” But Bryant also departed with the 
reputation of doing anything to win, which 
was reflected in the undefeated Aggies 
ineligibility for the 1957 Cotton Bowl. 

Bryant left the SWC’s national fortunes 
in the hands of Royal, an old Oklahoma 
quarterback who had taken Texas from last 
place to second in his first year, '57. Bryant 
had been a huge Royal fan, and it soon 
became apparent why. Texas went 167-47-5 
in 20 seasons under Royal, and the 
Longhorns won all three of their national 
titles under his direction. 

“The thing I remember with the most 
nostalgia,” Royal said, “was when I came to 
‘Texas at the age of 32. I went to the confer- 
ence meeting and there were people like 
Mr. (D.X.) Bible, Jess Neely, Matty Bell, 
Dutch Meyer, John Barnhill. All those guys 
were heroes of mine. I'd only been a head 
coach a short time, and I never considered 
myself on their level. But they treated me 
as if I were, and I'll never forget that.” 

But Royal's most striking relationship 
with another SWC coach began to develop 
in 1958, when Frank Broyles took over at 
Arkansas. Over nearly two decades, they 
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The Game You’d Expect 
From America’s Sport 


Authority 


How To Play 


Pick a team of 20 starters 
using a $30,000,000 salary cap 
ROSTER 

+ ‘Starting toam consists of 20 players 


3 kickors 
3 quartorbacks 


6 running backs 
2 tight ends, 


6 wide receivers 


‘+ Starting team’s salary cannot exceed the $30,000,000 

lary cap. 

squad consists of any 10 players, 
ip and position distribution rulos do not apply 

for tho taxi squad, 

* Unlisted playars may be placed on your taxi squad. Their 
salary will be $750,000. They will bo assigned a position 
by CDM after Week 1 and may be placed on your 
starting toam for Week 2. 


We'll place your entry ina 
league and a division 


LEAGUE FORMATION 

* Leagues and divisions are formed on a first-come, 
first-sorved basis, 

+ 25 teams form a league. 10 leagues form a division 

+ Allteams compete for the overall grand prize. 

+ Teams may have many of the same players, but no two 
teams with the same roster will be in the samo league. 


No Sweat, All Fun! 


Our computers calculate your 
team, league, division and 
overall position each week 


REPORTS 


‘+ Roceive a five-page report weekly or bi-weekly, You 
‘automatically receive bi-weekly reports with your entry fee. 

‘+ Updated leaque rosters and top § in your division & top 5 
‘ovorall sont every 6 weeks. 

+ Fax sorvice available, 


ENTRY DEADLINES 


* Entries must be phoned or taxed by Sat., Sept. 2, 1995. 
+ Mailed entries must be postmarked no later than Sept. 2, 
1995 and received no later than Sat., Sept. 9, 1995. 


$372,741 


in Cash Prizes Last Year! 


Refer a Friend and Get $10 Credit 


3 WAYS TO EARN CASH PRIZES 
* League (1 in 5 earn cash) 
* Division (1 in 10 earn more cash) 
* Overall (Top 25 earn lots of cash) 
1 in 25 will earn 
at least $600 Cash 


Ast $25,000 $1,000 $600 
2nd $10,000 $500 $300 
3rd $5,000 $250 $100 
4th $2,500 $100 $75 
Sth $1,000 $75 $50 

Sth to oth || $500 $50 

1th to 15th!) $250 $30 

‘6th to 25th!) $100 $25 


Plus $100 will be awarded to 
the overall leader each week. 


More Cash Prize Winners 


Than Any Other 
National Challenge 


COST TO PLAY 


‘$79.00 for an ontry postmarked by July 22, 1995. 
$89.00 for an entry postmarked by August 12, 1995. 
{$99.00 for an entry postmarked after August 12, 1995, 
$79.00 for each additional entry. 

$10.00 for reports to be mailed to a second address, 
$10.00 per address per team for reports to be mailed 
weekly rathar than bi-weekly. 


TRANSACTION FEES 


‘+ To make player transactions, a toll-free 800 number 
and an account number will be provided. 


‘The transaction tees are as follows: 


Taxi Squad Switch (unlimited) $3.each 
Bye Player Moved In of Out (unlimited) .....$1 each 
New Player Purchase (limit 8) $10 each 
TSN Free Agent Acquisition (limit 3) ....No Charge 
Fax Service (per page per week) 31 


* Player transactions must be made by Saturday 9 PM 
Central Time in order to be effective for the upcoming 
‘Sunday and Monday games, or by 9 PM CST the day 
preceding any other game. 


$25,000 


CASH 
GRAND 
PRIZE 


E NGE Enter Early 


195 And Save! 


SCORING 


}+ Each team wil be ranked within its league, division and 
overall by ight statistical catogorios: 


Total Scoring Total Rocoiving Yards 
Kicker Scoring Receiving Yards Average 
Total Rushing Yards Total Passing Yards 
Rushing Yards Average Passing Yards Average 

* The following formula is used to calculate total scoring 
(Rushing TDs x 6)+{Passing TDs x 3)+(Recelving TDs x 
3)+(Field Goals x 3)+Extra Points +(Other TDs x 6), 

* The average categories are calculated using your team total 
completions, carries and receptions, 

Rankings will be determined by using the Rotisserie®-style 

inking system. Each toam is ranked in league, division and 

overall 

‘+ Stats are accumulated wookly for all 20 starting players, 

Tho stat week begins with gamos playod on Thursday and 
‘onds with games played on Monday. 

‘+ All pro football statistics accumulatod by the players on the 
starting team, regardiess of what position they play during 
the season, contribute to a team's statistics totals. Spacial 
team yardage does not count. 

+ Taxi squad players’ stats don't contribute to team's stat totals, 

* Previous stats by a player before he was on your roster do 
‘Rot count. 

* Aplayer's statistics are added to your team’s statistics totals 
‘only during the weeks that ho is in your starting team, 

+ Pre-season and play-off statistics do not contribute to your 
teams statistics totals, 

* Division points are calculated by ranking your team's statistics 
totals vorsus every other toam’s stats in your division's 10 
Jeagues. 

* Overall points are calculated by ranking your team's statistics 
totals versus al other entries’ in The Sporting News™ 
Fantasy Football Challenge. 


Sports commissioners are 
waiting to answer your 


questions and enter your team. 
Call 1-800-568-6288 


‘= The Sporting News™ Fantasy Football Challenge welcomes 


entries from around the world, All fees, however, must be 
paid with U.S. funds. For overseas entries, please add $10 
to cover additional mailing costs. If needed, our toll number 
ig 1-314-991-1511 

+ Playor transactions can be made with ve commissioners 
9 AM--9 PM Tuesday through Saturday 

+ You must be 18 years or older to participate 

* No employees of CDM, Inc., The Sporting News Publishing 
Company, or their families are eligble to play 

* CDM, Inc. is a licensee of Tho Sporting News Publishing 
Company, and is solely responsible for enacting, 
Administering, enforcing the rules, and maintaining the 
intogrty of The Challenge. 

* COM, Inc. reserves the right to revise any rules to improve 
The Sporting News™ Fantasy Football Challenge. 

* Void where prohibited by law. 

‘+ Further explanation of all rules will be containod in your 
Welcome Package. 


FANTASY FOOTBALL CHALLENGE 
Player Salaries. 


Kickers Quarterbacks (cont) Running Backs (cont) Tight Ends Wide Receivers Wide Receivers 
1D Plover IM Salary 1D Player TM Sala 10 Plarer TH 1 Piaver 1M Salary) 10 Plaver TM Sala 10 Player 1M Salary 
1 CAANEY, JOHN SD 2190. 136STEWART, KORDELL PIT 800 256 LOGAN, MARC WAS 460 401 SHARPE, SHANNON DEN 1800 501 RICE, JERRY SF 2100558 JEFFIRES, HAYWOOD NA 720 
2 ELAM, JASON DEN 2100 137 COLLINS, 1000 BUF 800 257 MCNAIR, TOOD ~=—«-NIA 480 402 JONES, BRENT SF 1560 S02 IRVIN. MICHAEL DAL 2050 559 MARTIN, KELVIN, JAC 710 
‘3 ANDERSEN, MORTON NO 2080 138 RIESZ, JOHN SEA 770 258 MUSTER, BRAD NO. 460.403 GREEN, ERIC MIA 1560 503 MOORE, HERMAN DET 1680 560 CALLOWAY, CHRIS HYG 700 
44 BONIOL, CHRIS 139KRAMER, ERIK CHI. 750 259 GARNER, CHARLIE PHI 460 404 JACKSON, KEITH GB. 1550 504 MILLER, ANTHONY DEN 1660 561 JACKSON, MARK AC 680 
5 STOYANOVICH, PETE YAO CARLSON, CODY HOU 720 260 BUNCH, JARROD WA 450 405 MITCHELL, JOHNNY Yd 1430 S05 ELLARD, HENRY WAS 1620 $62 GREEN, WILLIE CAR 670 
5 ANDERSON, 6 141 SALISBURY, SEAN WA. 700 261 MITCHELL, BRIAN WAS 450 406 COATES, BEN NE 1410 506 FRYAR, IRVING MIA 1580. S63 DAWSEY, LAWRENCE TB 660 
7 REVEL, FUAD TAZFREROTTE, GUS WAS 650 262 MOORE, DERRICK SF 430 407 HARRIS, JACKIE TB. 1140 S07 SHARPE, STERLING N/A 1570 $64 CARTER, ANTHONY WA 640 
8 CHRISTIE, STEVE 143 RICHARDSON, BUCKY HOU 560 263 VARDELL, TOMMY CLE 410 408 BRUENER, MARK PIT. 1000 508 BROWN, TIM RAL 1520585 STONE, OWIGHT PIT 620 
9 JACKE, CHRIS Y4UEVANS, VINCE WA 560 264 RUSSELL: LEONARD A 390 409 BRADY, KYLE Yd 1000 509 REED, ANORE «BUF 1500565 LANGHORNE, REGGIE N/A 620 
‘10 HANSON, JASON T4SGANNON, RICH KC _ 550 265 SMITH, ROBERT MIN 390 410 MCGEE. TONY CIN. 97D SAD RISON,ANDRE CLE 1490 $67 ISMAIL QADRY MIN 620 
11 BRIEN, DOUG T45NAGLE, BROWKING IND 530 266 NEAL, LORENZO NO 380 411 CROSS, HOWARD NYG B00 S11 DAVIS, WILLIE KC 1450 568 JEFFERSON, SHAWN SD. 620 
‘#2 LOWERY, NICK 147 TRUDEAU, JACK CAR 500 267 THOMAS, BLAIR NIA 370 412 WATKINS, KENDELL DAL 800 512 HARPER, ALVIN TB. 1390 569 ISMAIL, RAGHIB RAI 620 
13 JAEGER, JEFF 268 WILLIAMS, JOHN PIT 37D. 419 DILGER, KEN IND 800 513 ALEXANDER, DERRIC CLE 1370 | S70 WINANS, TYDUS WAS. 510 
14 JOHNSON, NORM Running Backs 269 HEBRON, VAUGH PHI 370 414 FAURIA. CHRISTIAN SEA 800 514 ANDERSON, WILLIE IND 1280 | 571 REED, JAKE MIN 610 
15 DELGRECD, AL iD Player TM Salary 270 ROBINSON, GREG AL 360 415 BAVARO, MARK =A 740 S15 CLARK, GARY MIA 1100 ST2SEAY, MARK = SD. 590 
16 PELFREY, DOUG 201 SANDERS, BARRY DET 3710 271 WORKMAN, VINCE TB 360 416 WALLS, WESLEY NO 700 S16 GARNETT. FRED PHI 1090 S73 MILLS. ERNIE = PIT. 580 
47 STOVER, MATT 202 SMITH, EMMITT OAL 3530 272 VAUGHN, JON KC_ 360 417 HORTON. ETHAN NIA 620 517 BRISBY, VINCENT NE 1070574 MONK, ART NA 580 
‘V8 LOHMILLER, CHIP ‘203 FAULK, MARSHALL IND 2580 273 MURRELL, ADRIAN NYJ 390 418 CASH, KERRY RAL 610.518 MARTIN, ERIC KC 1060 S75 RUSSELL, DEREK WA 560 
19 BUTLER, KEVIN 204 ALLEN TERRY MIN. 2460 274 GREEN, HAROLD CIN 390 419 NOVACEX. AY DAL S80 519 MOORE.AOB ARTZ 1060 STS WADDLE, TOM © CIN 580 
20 BAHR, MATT. 205 WARREN, CHRIS SEA 2460 275 FLOYD, WILLIAM SF 350 420 PIERCE, AARON NYG $50 520 HAYNES, MICHAEL NO 1080 S77 BAILEY, VICTOR KC 540 
21 BIASUCCI, DEAN 206 WATTERS, RICKY PHI 276 THOMPSON, 0. CHI 350 421 WALKER, DERRICK KC 520 S71 GRAHAM, JEFF CHI 1030 578 HOWARD, DESMOND JAC S40 
22 MURRAY, EDDIE 207 THOMAS, THURMAN BUF 2260 277 BIENIEMY, ERIC CIN 320 422 JORDAN, STEVE MIN. S10 $22 JACKSON, MICHAEL CLE 1010 579 MARSHALL, ARTHUR NYG 540 
73 HUSTED, MICHAEL ‘208 FOSTER, BARRY PIT 2000 278 THOMPSON, LEROY WA 310 423 DRAYTON, TROY © STL_ $00. $23 MARTIN, TONY $0 1000 580 SANDERS, RICKY WA 530 
24 TREADWELL, DAVID 209 BETTIS, JEROME STL 1990 279 WORD, BARAY WA 310 426 KINCHEN, BRIAN CLE. 470 524 GALLOWAY, JOEY SEA 1000 S81 CONWAY, CURTIS CHI S30 
25 DAVIS, GREG ‘210 MORRIS, BAM PIT 1710 280 BENNETT, EDGAR = GB 425 COOPER, ADRIAN MIN. 450 525 SANDERS, DEION N/A 1000 S82 WRIGHT, ALEXANDERSTL 520 
26 KASAY, JOHN ‘241 WHITE, LORENZO CLE 1590 281 HILLIARD, DALTON WA 300 426 METZELJARS,PETE CAR 400 526 STOKES, J. SF 1000 SE BROOKS. BILL NIA 510 
77 TENDEIAS, TONY 212 WALKER, HERSCHEL NYG 1960 282 WILLIAMS, HARVEY RAI 290 427 GLOVER, ANDREW RAI 999 527 WESTBROOK, WOCHAEL WAS 1000 S84 PRITCHARD, MIKE DEN 510 
23 ELLIOTT, UN 213 MEANS, HATRONE SD. 1510 283 CENTERS, LARRY ARZ 290 428 ARMSTRONG, TVJI TB 380 S26 CAATER,CHIS MIN 980 S85 LEWIS, NATE ATL 490 
25 COFER, KE 214 HAMPTON, ROONEY NYG 1450 284 JOHNSON, LESHON GB 290 429 WEST, ED IND 380 529 HESTER, JESSIE STL $70 585 CRITTENDEN, RAY NE 490 


‘30 DALUISO, BRAD NYG 1170 215 BROWN, GARY HOU 1420 285 OUNBAR, VAUGHN NO 280 420 JOHNSON. REGGIE N/A 330 530 PICKENS, CARL CIN 
31 WILKINS, JEFF PHI 1000 216 JOHNSON, JOHNNY NYJ 1370 286 LEWIS, DARREN N/A 270 431 HAYES. JONATHAN PIT 320 531 TAYLOR, JOHN a 


587 SMALL, TORRANCE NO 490 
588 MORGAN, ANTHONY WA 430 


217 BROOKS, REGGIE WAS 1170 287 CHAFFEY, PAT WA. 270 432 HALL. AON DET 3H0 532 Jerr, tES RAL 960. S29 DUNCAN, CURTIS. A 410 

Quarterbacks | IBMETCAL.ERie ATL 19-28 BENMETT,DOnwexL XC 270 3 BRENWER,HoBY NA 290/53) SHERAARD, MIKE NYG 960.560 TLLMAN,CEDRIC JAC 410 

Fis HOARD, VEROY CLE 1080 289 GRANAM; SCOTTIE MIN 260 434 HOLIAN, ROONEY DET 270 534 CARRIER, HARK CAR S40 S91 MCCAFFREY.ED DEN 400 

bile TM Sal0rt 229 WHEATLEY, TYRONE NYG 1000 290 WORLEY, TIM NA 260 435 CASH, KETTH KC 270 53s WALLIAMS, CALVIN. PHI S20 582 MCDUFFIE, OJ. MIA 400 


101 YOUNG, STEVE SF 4000) 221 KAUFAN, HAP. RAL 291 TURNER, KEVIN. PRI 260 436 PUPUNU ALFRED SO 250 S36 EARLY. QUINN NO 920589 MCGEE, TIM CIN 390 
$02 HOSTETLER, JEFF RAL 3000|222 STEWART, JAMES JAC 1000 282 HARRIS, RAYMONT CHI 260 437 CARTER, PAT HOU 250 537 PROEHL, RICKY SEA $20 S84 QUERY, JEFF CIN. 370 
103 MARINO, DAN MIA 26601223 WILLIAMS, S. DAL 1000. 289 HEARST, GARRISON ARZ 240 438 GEONEY, CHRIS CH 240 538 BIRDEN, JJ ATL 910 S85 CLAYTON, MARK WA 360 
04 TESTAVEROE, VINNY CLE 2470 224 CARTER, KiANA CIN 234 BELL, Wick WA 240.439 JENNINGS, KEITH NA 230 539 GIVINS, ERNEST HOU $00 596 JOHNSON, VANCE DEN 350 
105 ELWAY, JOHN DEN 2480, 225 SALAAM, RASHAAN CHI 295 ANDERS, KIMBLE XC 249.440 POPSON, TED SF 200 $40 SCOTT, DARNAY CIN 900. 587 BRUCE, ISAAC STL 350 
106 KELLY, JM. BUF 2440 226 ALLEN, HARCUS KC 236 CARTER, DEXTER NYU. 230 S41 COPELAND, HORACE TB 680 S88 COPELAND, RUSSELL BUF 340 
AO7 HUMPHRIES, STAN SO. 2410227 MOORE, RON NJ 40. 237 WARREN, LAMONT IND 220 Positions and salaries, 42 HILL, RANDAL MIA 88089 DAVIS, WENDELL_ CHI 340 
1OBCUNNINGHAM,R PHI 220/228 HARMON, RONNIE SD 298 JOHNSON, ANTHONY CH} 220 as listed here, remain the S43 EMANUEL, BERT — ATL 670600 TILLMAN, LAWYER CAR 330 
109SHULER, HEATH — WAS. 2230 229 BATES, MARIO. NO. 299 RATHMAN,TOM WA 210 camo all season! SH BLADES, BRIN SEA 870. GOT BARNETT. TIM NA 320 
‘HDERICKSON, CRAIG IND 2120230 POTTS, ROOSEVELT IND S545 DAWKINS, SEAN IND 650 6(2 WELLMAN, GARY HOU 310 
HU MOON, WARREN — MIN 2120 231 HEYWARD, CRAIG ATL 545 JOHNSON, CHARLES PIT 630 603 SINGLETON, NATE SF 290 


‘V2 BLEDSOE, DREW = NE 2060, 232 ZELLARS, RAY NO ‘S47 MATHIS, TERANCE ATL 830604 JONES, ERNIE NA 290 
NYGNRIEG, DAVE AR 2040. 233 FLETCHER, TERRELL SO NAL FOOTBAY, 548 WILSON, CHARLES TB 800 605 BROOKS, ROBERT GB 270 
TIS O'DONNELL, NEIL PIT 2040 234 BERNSTINE,ROD DEN 549 SANDERS, FRANK ARZ 600 606 TURNER, FLOYD = IND 260 
115 HEBERT, iY ATL 1960 235 RHETT, ERRICT we 580 OLIVER, JIMMY SD 800607 EDWARDS, ANTHONY N/A 260 
116 EVERETT, JIM NO 1930 236 HILL, GREG Ke 551 PERRIMAN, BRETT DET 790 608 MCMURTRY, GREG CHI 250 
117 AIKMAN, TROY DAL 1880 237 PEGRAM,ERRIC PIT 552 HAWKINS, COURTNEY TB 790 609 THOMAS, LAMAR TB 250 
118 GEORGE, JEFF ATL) 1510 238 SHERMAN, HEATH WA 953 SLAUGHTER, W HOU 780 610 MCCARDELL, KEENANCLE 250 
TI9HARBAUGH, JIM = IND 1420 239 KIRBY, TERRY MIA ‘554 BEEBE, OON CAR 770 617 WILLIAMS, KEVIN DAL 230 
120 FAVRE, BRETT GB 1400 240 FENNER, DERRICK RAL 555 TIMPSON, MICHAEL CHI 770 612 OBE, TERRY WA 230 
¥21 BLAKE, JEFF CIN 1320, 241 COBB, REGGIE JAC Y » ‘996 DAWSON, LAKE KC 750 G13 HARRIS, LEONARD N/A 220 
‘V22 BEUERLEIN, STEVE JAC 1300 242 DAVIS, KENNETH = N/A PLAYERS ‘587 INGRAM, MARK GB 740 G14 HASTINGS, ANDRE PIT 220 
ieee gee aay nes an 
bd antiat 244 SPARES, Olficially Licensed Product of the Co riaced ln Entries must 
‘25 MITCHELL, SCOTT DET 1150 245 TILLMAN, LEWIS CH page can be pli your tnigl 
: National Football League Players Association — starting line-up the 1st week! 
ahaa be phoned or 


ee ee 
127 MILLER Ci 47 BUTTS, WA 
T2OMIRER RICK SEA 1050 240 GARY, CLEVELAND WA Complete the entry form and enter your team using a Visa or | fayed by 9 PM 
{20 CHANDLER, CHRIS HOU 1020 249 HIGGS, MARK WIA Master Card by calling 1-800-568-6288 from 9 AM to 9 PM 

$3OCOLLINS, KERRY CAR 1000 250 BYARS, KEITH MIA Monday thru Sunday or by fax (314) 991-1564 anytime. Saturday, 

‘31 MCNAIR, STEVE HOU 1000) 251 BYNER, EARNEST CLE Nobeck ian nasil tot 

132 WILSON, WADE NIA 910/252 PARMIALEE, BERNIE MIA To pay with check or money order mail to: September 2, 
VSS SCHROEDER, JAY WA 850, 253 BAILEY, JOHNNY = STL. CDM, Inc., 11756 Borman Drive, Suite 220, 1995 

134 BROWN, DAVID NYG 830 254 MEGGETT, DAVID NE St. Louis, MO 63146-4133 

135 RYPIEN, MARK WA 610 255 LANG, DAVID DAL 


* 
* 
* 
* 
” 


ena” |+ Team Owner Information ing Team Mi. Taxi Sq 
sa Feel {ree to enlarge or use a separate piece of paper 
Name Id Name Sal Pos Id Name Name 


Team Name 
Address 

City 
Phone 


MC/VISA Exp 
{$99 Challenge Entry ($79 or $89 feary)| 
‘Adstional Envies Quantity x $79.00 = 
Weekly Reports Quantity x $10. 
‘Adtional Address Quantity x $10.00 
‘TOTAL PAYMENT 
Have you played a TSN Chalonge belore? 


(MMR, 110 PURCHASE NECESSARY. To recene a copy of the rules and a one-tme team selection entry form vor of 
VISA | al services, send a letter size.sel-addressed. stamped envelope to: COM, Inc Football, P.O. Box 28336, St. 
WMS Lous, 110.6314 One request per household. All requests must be received by August 28, 1995, 


Fantasy 


would create the greatest rivalry and friend- 
ship in SWC history. 

“People that know us both don't know 
how we get along so well,” Royal said. “Our 
personalities are completely different.” 

Royal, who is laid-back, folksy and a 
friend of Austin’s country-music scene, and 
Broyles, a driven man_ still running 
Arkansas’ sports pursuits as athletic direc- 
tor, vacation together every year, Even dur- 
ing the heat of their rivalry, when either 
Texas or Arkansas won all but two SWC 
titles from 1959-73, they remained close. 
When one would return home after playing 
the other, they'd often talk by telephone the 
same night. 

“We never discussed the games,” Royal 
said. “Not until we quit coaching, anyway.” 
Fittingly, they retired as coaches at the 
same time—after the 1976 season. 

‘The rivalry hit its peak in 1969, when the 
Longhorns and Razorbacks played in 
Fayetteville for the inside track to the 
national title, Texas, trailing 14-0 entering 
the fourth quarter, won, 15-14, and Royal, 
the good friend, knows better than to bring 
it up. Asked if he and Broyles have ever dis- 
cussed it, Royal said, “No ... no.” 

The first team to cut into Texas’ and 
Arkansas’ championship line was SMU, in 
1966, when the Mustangs would change 
the complexion of the SWC forever. 

SMU's Jerry Levias was the second black 
man to play football in the SWC, a couple of 
weeks behind Baylor's John Westbrook. 
But Levias was the league's first black star. 
Until Hayden Fry recruited Levias for the 
Mustangs, black players like Bubba Smith 
and Mel Farr from Levias’ hometown of 
Beaumont left Texas for other universities. 

They had no choice. 

“Talways heard there was a gentlemen's 
agreement in the SWC not to recruit any 
blacks,” Levias said, “and that was one of 
the reasons Hayden wasn't too popular.” 

Levias was AllSWC as a sophomore 
receiver and a consensus All-America as a 
senior. He also was an academic All- 
America and was graduated in four years. 
He was the perfect black role model in the 
1960s: great player, great student. 

He thinks he was just naive. 

“I didn't realize you had to have steel 
drawers when you went in,” Levias said. “It 
all came to me as a shock, because my par- 
ents had pretty much sheltered me. I got it 
from my own teammates. 

“Some of it was just hard competition, and 
some of them just liked to call me ‘jungle 
bunny. I remember the first guy to spit in my 
face, and the last guy, But you couldn't do any- 
thing about it when you were the only black 
guy on the field and there were 21 whites 
out there.” 

Levias’ success, and SMU's SWC title in 
‘66, quickly helped to change that racial 
makeup. 

“It was like a miracle season,” Levias 
said. “The good Lord had a hand in it, I 
think.” 

Eight years passed before there was 
more divine intervention for a church 
school, Baylor's “Miracle on the Brazos” in 
1974 ended Texas’ domination of the league 
and brought about the free-for-all that the 
league has become for most of the past 20 
years. 


Teaff considered Texas, 100 miles down 
the road from Waco, his foremost rival. 
Beating the Longhorns in '74 was a bench- 
mark for Baylor, though the Bears’ most 
famous victory over the Longhorns likely 
came in 1978, when Teaff warmed up his 
team with the story of two Eskimo fisher- 
men, One was not faring as well as the 
other and asked his partner why, Pulling a 
wiggly creature from his mouth, the suc- 
cessful fisherman said, “You've got to keep 
your worm warm. 

At that point, Teaff produced a worm and 
dropped it into his mouth. His players went 
screaming out the door and wiped out the 
Longhorns, 38-14, earning Teaff the reputa- 
tion as a motivational genius. 

‘Teaff didn't really eat the worm, or even 
swallow it. He spit it out after 
his players left. 

“I pray on a daily basis,” 
‘Teaff said of the worm inci- 
dent, “that my legacy won't 
be that.” 

Teaff will be better 
remembered in Texas as one 
who proved it was possible 
to win at a private school. Of 
the SWC’s four privates, only 
Baylor was invited to join the 
Big 12, proof of how far Teaff 
brought the Bears. He joined 
beleaguered Baylor when 
the SWC still was a football 
power, at the expense of 
everything else. He recalled 
one former SWC commis- 
sioner being asked if he 
planned to attend the 
league's basketball opener 
that night. 

“You mean they're playing | 

that stuff again?” the com- | 
missioner asked. 
One of Teaff's most 2 
poignant memories was = 
Royal's reaction to Baylor's 2 
34-24 victory over the 
Longhorns in 74. Royal asked ¥ 
to speak to Teaff’s players in 3 
the locker room. He told 4 
them he thought they could | 
win the SWC, and should. 


in the air, 
would have,” Teaff said, 
More often than not, the relations 
between SWC brethren were a bit strained, 
‘The Texas A&M-Baylor rivalry got so out 
of hand that officials from the two 
schools—an hour apart on Highway 6— 
halted the series from 1927-30. Feelings 
already were tense, reportedly because 
adets from Texas A&M's (then) all-male 
campus raided Waco in search of dates, 
Women were at the center of the problem at 
Baylor's 1926 homecoming game, when 
they came out riding in the back ofa pickup 
carrying placards inscribed with scores of 
previous Baylor victories over the Aggies. 
Here the story muddles. Baylor eyewit- 
nesses said that one or more cadets bolted 
from the bleachers and dived into the 
truck, scattering women and placards. 
After reports of the incident, an Aggie 
wrote a letter to Baylor officials protesting 
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“He could have said it was a The demise of the SWC “doesn't ring right" with Sammy Baugh, who 
big fluke and held his nose up _ helped put the league on the map with his passing exploits for Texas 
ealotofcoaches Christian a half-century ago. Baugh says it all comes down to money. 


that corpsmen never would attack a woman, 
The corpsmen must have figured the peo- 
ple in the truck were men in drag, the 
writer contended, or at least not anyone 
they had dated recently, 

No matter what the cadets’ intentions 
were, what followed was one of the worst 
scenes in SWC history. 

“I pray to the Lord that I may never again 
witness anything like it,” wrote A/T. Moses 
of San Antonio, who at the time was a 17- 
year-old Baylor student. Moses said most of 
lor men and the cadets fused into a 
‘inging melee, with the Aggie band 
providing musical accompaniment. 

The Aggies’ band director thought he 
could regain control by playing the national 
anthem, But he was well into the third stan- 


za before anyone came to attention. 

The result of the fracas was the death of 
one cadet and the decision to suspend the 
series. 

The SWC, whose original members 
included Oklahoma and Oklahoma A&M 
(now Oklahoma State), still was going 
through its growing pains in those years. 
No league champion had been recognized 
in 1916 or 1918, and the SWC didn’t even 
play a round-robin format until 1934. But 
the next season, the conference catapulted 
to national prominence. 

In 1935, five SWC players made All- 
America teams, all from either TCU or 
SMU. Baugh was the featured performer in 
a league billed as an “aerial circus.” TCU's 
Dutch Meyer—“Dutch did things nobody 
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“Before [ call the game, I read Irish Sports Report!” 


Tom Pagna 

- Broadcaster, Multial Radio, “The Voice of 
Notre Dame Football,” and Former N.D. 
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else was doing,” Baugh said of 
his coach—gave Baugh free rein 
with the offense. He did what he 
wanted, whenever he wanted. 

Baugh didn’t care for football 
east of the Mississippi when he 
was at TCU, and he’s sure the 
feeling was mutual. There was lit 
tle news of East Coast football in 
‘Texas newspapers, and Baugh’s 
exploits were among the first to 
reach the East Coast from the 
Swe, 

‘The 1935 game between SMU 
and gh's TCU team, both 
undefeated and vying for a Rose 
Bowl berth, changed almost 
everyone's thinking. Grantland 

who watched SMU win, 20- 

14, when the Mustangs faked a 
punt and completed a touchdown 
“This was one of the 

‘eatest games ever played in 
the 60-year history of the nation’s 
finest college sport. In the most 
desperate game this season has 
known from coast to coast, 
Southern Methodist beat Texas 
Christian and thereby carved a 
clearcut highway right into the 
middle of the Rose Bowl beyond 
any argument swirl of action 
that no other section of the coun- 
try could approach ... the climax. 
game of 1935.” 

ways more excited 
ight of his cattle and 
than headlines and defen- 
sive lines, wasn't overwhelmed 
by the 1935 game, But he con- 
ceded its effect. It furthered 
Dallas oilman J. Curtis Sanford’s 
idea for a Cotton Bowl game (it 
made its debut on January 1, 
1987) and, with the media taking g 
note of the SWC, set the stage for 
the league's back-to-back nation- 
al crowns at the end of the 
decade. 

Baugh’s dominance of pro 
football kept the SWC in the 
potlight through the early 1950s, with con- 
siderable help in the 1940s from two former, 
Dallas high school (Highland Park) team- 
mates, SMU's Walker and Texas’ Layne. 
Walker, a three-time consensus All- 
America, won the Heisman Trophy in 1948, 
though it took awhile for Texans to under- 
stand the prestige the trophy carried. 

m not sure anybody had a feel for the 
‘Trophy back then except the peo- 
tast,” Walker said. “I'm not sure 

the media here knew a lot about it.” 

‘Texas media would learn a lot about the 
trophy, though. Texas A&M’s Crow won it 
in 1957, Texas’ Campbell in 1977 and 


Houston's Ware in 1989. TCU’s O'Brien had 
carted off the prize in 1938, 
But by the time Ware won it for running 


the Cougars’ frenetic offense, the lea 
already was feeling faint. Sanction 

SMU, fielding a team for the first tim 

1986, was finding it difficult to compete. 
And all but three of the SWC football pro- 
grams were hit with penalties of some sort 
in the 1980s. The league's image was plum- 


Some players excel at coming off the bench, but Alabama's Tommy Lewis 
Bowl when he bolted from the sideline and knocked down Rice's TD-bound Dicky Maegle (formerly spelled with an “o") 


meting. 

‘The SWC had inherent problems, as it 
was. Beginning in 1960, private schools in 
the metropolitan areas suffered when both 
the NFL and the fledgling AFL placed 
teams in Dallas (the new league’s franchise 
eventually would move to Kansas City) and 
the AFL also entered the Houston market. 
Plus, big-league baseball—in the form of 
the Houston Astros—came along in 1962. 
The fan base already was splintered 
because of the proximity of the schools, and 
the pros drained off further support. 

“I don't blame a lot of teams for not want- 
ing to play us at home,” Baugh said. “Ohio 
State's not gonna come down here if you 
can't fill your stands. If you can't draw, you 
can’t be much of a conference.” 

Not in the eye of television, anyway. Teaff 
id he saw the end coming well before it 
hit. But the realization still is tough to take. 
On the night he heard of the SWC’s death, 
‘Teaff was at an NCAA forum in Kansas City. 
He didn't sleep much that night, he said, He 
had grown up in the small west Texas town 
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gave new meaning to the term in the 1954 Cotton 


of Snyder, listening to legendary SWC 
radio announcer Kern Tips broadcast the 
great SWC rivalries of the 1950s. Teaff 
grew up wanting to be a coach because of 
those games, hearing ‘Tips’ authoritarian 
tones describe TCU’s Jim Swink zigzag- 
ging around a Texas A&M linebacker, or 
SMU's Gregg leveling a Texas defensive 
lineman. 

“Some of these schools won't ever be 
playing each other again,” Teaff said. 
“That's sad.” 

Itis sad, too, Teaff said, that storied foot- 
ball competition—in a league with eight 
schools from one state—will cease to exist 
after one more go-round in 1995. He under- 
stands the reasons, though, and believes as 
most do that it’s for the best. Better to move 
on, he said. Better to get with the times, 
forge new allegiances, raise new banners. 

“You can't look back,” Teaff said. 

Sometimes, you should. @ 


Kevin Sherrington is a sportswriter for the 
Dallas Morning News. 


One more bow for ‘Bambi,’ Doak and gang 


he raucous, long-running show called Southwest 

Conference football, once the subject of rave reviews, 

will close down after the 1995 season. As the lights begin 

to dim, a curtain call by some of the league's leading 
Players seems appropriate: 

* Lance Alworth, Arkansas, 1959-61. Alworth, who played 
halfback for the Razorbacks, won All-America honors in 1961, 
The Hogs were 25-8 in Alworth’s three years, going to bowls 
each season. “Bambi,” who also punted and returned kicks for 
Arkansas, later was a star wide receiver for the San Diego 
Chargers 

* Donny Anderson, Texas Tech, 1963-65. Anderson. a running 
back, was a consensus All-America in 1965. Known as the Red 
Raiders’ “Golden Palomino,” he led the nation in all-purpose 
yardage in 1964. When he signed with Green Bay in 1966. 
Anderson became the highest-paid rookie in pro football his- 
tory. 

* Sammy Baugh, TCU, 1934-36. Baugh. a quarterback who 
also punted and played some defensive back. was a consen- 
sus All-America as a senior, Considered the first of the great col- 
lege passers, “Slingin’ Sammy” guided the Horned Frogs to 29 
victories in three seasons and later played 16 years in the NFL. 

+ Hub Bechtol, Texas, 1944-46. Bechtol, a defensive end. was 
a consensus All-America in 1945 and ‘46, A member of the 
College Football Hall of Fame, he helped the Longhorns to a 
No. 10 national ranking in ‘45. 

* Earl Campbell, Texas, 1974-77. Campbell, a running back, 
was the Heisman Trophy winner in ‘77, when he rushed for 1,744 
yards and scored 19 touchdowns. The “Tyler Rose” had 10 100- 
yard games in ‘77, when the Longhorns were unbeaten until 
losing, 38-10, to Notre Dame in the Cotton Bowl. Campbell 
played eight years in the NFL and is a member of the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame. 

* John David Crow, Texas A&M, 1955-57. Crow, a running 
back, won the Heisman in 1957, the only Bear Bryant-coached 
player so honored. He led the Aggies to an undefeated sea- 
son in 1956 and played 11 years in the NFL. 

* Eric Dickerson, SMU, 1979-82. Dickerson, a tailback. fin- 
ished third in the Heisman voting in 1982. when he paced the 
Mustangs to an 11-0-1 record and a No. 2 ranking. Dickerson, 
who teamed with Craig James in the “Pony Express” backfield. 
is SMU’s all-time leading rusher and Is third in SWC history with 
4,450 yards. 

+ E.J. Holub, Texas Tech, 1958-60. Holub, a center/linebacker, 
was an All-America in 1959 and ‘60, Holub was the star player 
‘on Red Raider teams that won only 10 of 30 games in his three 
seasons. 

* John Kimbrough, Texas A&M, 1938-40. Kimbrough, a run- 
ning back who later became a Texas state legislator, finshed 
fifth in the Heisman voting in 1939 and second in 1940. ~Jarrin® 
John’ helped the Aggies to their lone national title in 1939. 

* Bobby Layne, Texas, 1944-47. Layne, a quarterback, was a 
consensus All-America in 1947 and a consensus All-SWC pick 
four times. In his final three years as a starter, the Longhorns 
went 28-4. Layne later enjoyed a long and colorful NFL career. 
Layne and Doak Walker were high schoo! teammates in Dallas. 

* Bob Lilly, TCU, 1958-60. Lilly, a defensive tackle, was known 
as the “Purple Cloud” for the havoc he wreaked as a purple- 
clad Horned Frog. A consensus All-America in ‘60, Lilly wos a 
force on TCU teams that played in the Cotton and Bluebonnet 
bowls after the '58 and '59 seasons. The Dallas Cowboys made 
him the first draft choice in their history, and Lilly went on to a 
Hall of Fame career as a pro. 

* Dicky Maegle, Rice, 1953-54. Maegle, a halfback, was a 
consensus All-America in 1954, He is the third-leading rusher in 
school history and ran for a school-record 265 yards in the 1954 
Cotton Bowl. Maegle is perhaps best-known for the famed 
“bench tackle” in that Cotton Bowl: Alabama's Tommy Lewis 
came off the bench to tackle Maegle at Alabama‘s 40 as 
Maegle was streaking toward a 95-yard touchdown run. 
(Maegle was awarded the final 40 yards for a score.) 

+ Don Meredith, SMU, 1957-59. Meredith, a quarterback, was 
‘an All-America in 1958 and ‘59 and is a College Football Hall 


of Fame inductee. 
“Dandy Don” later 
quarterbacked the 
Dallas Cowboys 
and became a fix- 
ture on Monday 
Night Football. 

* Tommy Nobis, 
Texas,1963-65. 
Nobis, a guard/line- 
backer won the 
Qutiond Trophy in 
1965. Nobis was a 
key performer on 
the 1963 Texas team 
that captured the 
school's first national 
title. Nobis was the 
first pick in the 1966 
NFL draft, by the 
Atlanta Falcons, 

* Davey O'Brien, 
TCU,1936-3 
O'Brien, a quarter- 
back, won the 


Heisman in 1938, 
when he threw 19 
touchdown passes 
and paced the 
Horned Frogs to the national championship. “L'il Davey” was 
just 5-foot-7 and 140 pounds. 

* Loyd Phillips, Arkansas, 1964-66. Phillips, a defensive tack- 
le, was a consensus All-America in 1965 and ‘66. He won the 
Outland Trophy in ‘66, giving the SWC its third such recipient in 
four seasons (following Texas’ Scott Appleton in ‘63 and Nobis 
in “65). The Hogs were 11-0 and ranked No. 2 in 1964 and were 
unbeaten in ‘65 until losing to LSU in the Cotton Bowl. 

+ Kenneth Sims, Texas, 1978-81. Sims, a defensive tackle, was 
a consensus All-America in 1980 and 1981, He helped the 
Longhorns to a No. 2 ranking in one poll in 1981, a year in which 
he won the Lombardi Award. Sims was the first pick in the 1982 
NFL draft, by the New England Patriots. 

* Mike Singletary, Baylor, 1977-80. Singletary, a linebacker, 
was a consensus All-America in 1979 and ‘80, Despite playing 
just one year in the ‘80s, he was named the SWC's Defensive 
Player of the Decade. He had an amazing 232 tackles in 1978 
and later enjoyed an illustrious career with the Chicago Bears. 

* Jerry Sisemore, Texas, 1970-72. Sisemore, an offensive tack- 
le, was a consensus All-America in 1971 and ‘72 and is consid- 
ered by some to be the league's best offensive lineman ever. 
Sisemore was a key component of the 1970 Longhorns team 
that finished atop the UPI's final poll. 

* Jim Swink, TCU, 1954-56. Swink. a halfback, rushed for 1,283 
yards and averaged 8.2 yards per carry in 1955, sparking the 
Horned Frogs to nine victories. He was a consensus All-America 
that season and runner-up in the Heisman voting. Swink gained 
6.3 yards per rushing attempt in his TCU career, 

* Doak Walker, SMU, 1945, '47-49. Walker, a halfoack, cap- 
tured the Heisman as a junior in 1948 and was third in the vot- 
ing as both a sophomore and a senior. A four-time All-SWC 
selection, he was a three-time consensus All-America (1947- 
49), 
* Andre Ware, Houston, 1987-89. Ware, a quarterback, won 
the Heisman in 1989, throwing for a NCAA season-record 4,699 
yards and 46 touchdowns. Ware, who was the SWC’s Offensive 
Player of the Decade for the 1980s, set 26 NCAA passing and 
total-offense records in ‘89. 

* Wilson Whitley, Houston, 1973-76. Whitley, a defensive 
tackle, won the Lombardi Award in 1976, Whitley helped the 
Cougars to the SWC title that year, the school’s first season in 
the league. Although playing just one year in the SWC, he was 
named the conference’s Defensive Player of the Decade for 
the 1970s. 


appointed rounds—and then some (4,450 yards). 
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1994 TSN ALL-AMERICA TEAMS 


Offense Offense 
Pos. Name School HLWt. Pos, Name School Ht/Wt. Class 
WR Jack Jackson Florida 5-9/171 é WR Frank Sanders Auburn 6-2/200 
WR Michael Westbrook Colorado 6-4/210 f WR_ Bobby Engram Penn State 5-10/185 
TE Pete Mitchell Boston College  6-2/238 é Kyle Brady Penn State 6-6/260 
OL Zach Wiegert Nebraska 6-5/300 Brenden Stai Nebraska 6-4/300 
OL Tony Boselli Southern California 6-8/305 kh Jeff Smith Tennessee 6-3/310 
OL Cory Raymer Wisconsin 6-4/290 r Jeff Hartings Penn State 6-3/275 
Korey Stringer Ohio State 6-5/315 f Reuben Brown Pittsburgh 6-3/305 
Blake Brockermeyer Texas 6-5/298 3 John Jones Kansas 6-1/300 
Kerry Collins Penn State 6-5/235 A Eric Zeier Georgia 6-2/205 
Rashaan Salaam Colorado 6-1/210 Napoleon Kaufman Washington 5-9/185 
Ki-Jana Carter Penn State 5-10/212 Sherman Williams Alabama 5-10/193 


Defense Defense 

Pos. Name School HL/Wt. Pos. Name School HLWt. 

DE Tedy Bruschi Arizona 6-1/255 é DE Derrick Alexander Florida State 6-5/282 

DT Warren Sapp Miami (Fla.) 6-3/284 i Terry Connealy Nebraska 6-5/275 
Luther Elliss Utah 6-6/288 A Chad Eaton Washington State 6-5/272 
Kevin Carter Florida 6-6/265 fe DeWayne Patterson Washington State 6-1/248 
Dana Howard Ilinois 6-0/235 r Zach Thomas Texas Tech 6-0/223 
Derrick Brooks Florida State 6-1/226 é Ted Johnson Colorado 6-4/240 
Stephen Boyd Boston College 6 -1/235 j Ed Stewart Nebraska 6-1/215 
Clifton Abraham —_ Florida State 5-9/185 Aaron Beasley West Virginia 6-0/190 
Bobby Taylor Notre Dame 6-3/201 e Herman O'Berry Oregon 5-11/180 
Tony Bouie Arizona 5-10/183 Sr. Brian Robinson = Aubum 6-3/194 
Greg Myers Colorado State  6-2/193 4 C.J. Richardson —- Miami (Fla.) 6-1/205 


Special Teams Special Teams 

Pos. Name School HtWt. Pos, Name School HtWt. 
KR Leeland McElroy Texas A&M 5-11/200 Soph. KR David Dunn Fresno State 6-3/210 
K — Steve McLaughlin Arizona 6475 — Sr. K = Michael Proctor += Alabama 511/183 
P Todd Sauerbrun West Virginia 6-0/200 Sr. P Darren Schager UCLA 6-0/194 


TSN Player of the Year— Rashaan Salaam, RB, Colorado 
TSN Coach of the Year— Rich Brooks, Oregon 


SALUTES 


THE BEST OF THE BEST 
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EASTERN DIVISION 


Offensive strengths: When you have 
visor-clad Steve Spurrier hovering over the 
offense, it's good. His Gators will score a 
lot, thanks to a backfield that includes 
game-breakers like quarterback Danny 
Wuerffel and tailbacks Fred Taylor and 
Elijah Williams; there’s also a deep receiv- 
ing corps. Florida's stars should be well- 
protected, thanks to tackle Jason Odom, 
center Jeff Mitchell (who moved from 
guard) and guard Donnie Young. 
Offensive weaknesses: Spurrier lost his 
big-play wide receiver, Jack Jackson, to the 
NFL. Former walk-on Chris Doering, 
Florida's top returning receiver, isn’t of 
Jackson's ilk, But the Gators think super 
sophomore Reidel Anthony can become 
their new big-play receiver, 
Defensive strengths: Ben Hanks and 
Dexter Daniels anchor a linebacking corps 
that is the team’s best in years. Led by cor- 
nerback Anthone Lott, the secondary will 
be younger and more adept at stopping the 
pass. End Mark Campbell anchors a neo- 
phyte line, 
Defensive weaknesses: End Kevin Carter 
and tackle Ellis Johnson are off to the pros. 
That hurts, The lone returning starter on 
the line is Campbell. Ends Johnie Church 
and Cameron Davis must make an impact, 
along with tackles David Barnard, Keith 
Council and Ed Chester, Highly touted 
freshman tackle Reggie McGrew could pro- 
vide support. The Gators have proven vul- 
nerable to the pass under Spurrier. They 
can expect more aerial assaults in '95. 
Special teams: The Gators will be hard- 
¢ punter Shayne Edge and 
kicker Judd Davis, Florida’ all-time leading 
scorer. Bart Edmiston enters fall drills as the 
No. 1 kicker, while Matt Teague is the lead- 
ing candidate to punt. But freshman Robert 
Stevenson is expected to compete for both 
jobs. Sorola Palmer has averaged 9.9 yards 
per punt return the past two seasons, but a 
kickoff return man must emerge. 
Key to success: Florida's Fun ‘n’ Gun 
Offense usually grabs the headlines, But 
it's the Gators’ defense that usually is the 
backbone of their clubs under Spurrier. 
This season is no different, which is why 
it’s imperative a defensive line develops. 
Outlook: The Gators will be challenged by 
a slate that features five SEC road games, 
making Florida just the second team in 
league history to face such a challenge. 
Still, the Gators are loaded with young tal- 
ent and should win a fourth consecutive 
Eastern Division title en route to vying for a 
national championship. 
Coach Steve Spurrier says: “I like the 
makeup of this team. We're counting on more 
younger guys, but they've got a lot of ability.” 
GATORS DATA 
Coach: Steve Spurrier (49-12-1, 5 years; 69-25-2 overall, 
8 years) 
‘aaron: 10-241 (ost to Florida State in Sugar Bow). 
SEC East: 8-1/Ist, 
Key losses: Chris Bikie, FB; Kevin Carter, DE; Judd Davis, 
K; Terry Dean, QB; Shayne Edge, P; Kevin Freeman, LB; 
Michael Gilmore, FS; Aubrey Hil, WR; Anthony Ingrassia, OT; 
Jack Jackson, WR (declared for NFL draft); Elis Johnson, DT; 
Lany Kennedy, CB; Henry McMillan, OT; David Swain, C. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Jef Mitchell, C (moved from 


SOUTHEASTERN 


Conference Rank: 1 
By CHARLES HOLLIS 


EDICTIO 


ORDER OF FINISH 


EAST 
1, FLORIDA 
2. TENNESSEE 
3. SOUTH CAROLINA 
4, GEORGIA 
5. VANDERBILT 


. LOUISIANA STATE 
4, ARKANSAS 

5. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
6. MISSISSIPPI 


Ben Hanks is eat er a Florida linebacking 
corps that Is the school's best in years. 


G), 65/282, Jr; Shawn Nunn, TE, 6-3/248, Jr; Jason Odom, T, 
657297, Sr, Eljah Willams, TB, 5-10/178, Soph; Danny 
‘Wuedtel, QB, 6-2/212, Jc; Donnie Young, G, 69/294, Jt. 
Defense (5): Mark Campbell, E, 6/287, Sr; Dexter Daniels, 


LB, 62/240, Sr; Ben Hanks, LB, 6-2/224, Sx; Anthone Lot, CB, 


5.1169, Jc; Lantence Wright, $S,6-1/19, J. Kickers: None 
Other key returnees: Tremayne Alen, TE, 
Anthony, WR, Soph; David Bamard, DT, St; Jason 

LB, Sr; James Bates, LB, Jt; Joie Cure, DE, Sr; Keith 
Counc, DT, Soph ; Cameron Davis, DE, Jr; Chis Doering, 
WR, St; Reggie Grean, G, Sc; Mike Haris, FS, Soph; Ike 
Hillard, WR, Soph ; Kevin Johnson, C, Sr; Eric Kresser, 0B, 
41; Dwayne Mobley, FB, Jr; Shea Showers, CB, dr; Fred 
Taylor, TB, Soph. Fred Weary, CB, Soph. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Taylor (171 at, 
873 yds,, 8 TD); Passing: Wuertel (212 att, 132 comp., 

9 INT, 18 TD, 1,754 yds); Receiving: Doering (95 rec., 496 


yds., 7 TD); Tackler: Hanks (93); Sacker: Campbell (6). 

‘Top newcomers: Ed Chester, DT, Fr. (RS); Willie Cohens, LB, 
Fr. (RS); Mo Colins, OT, Fr (RS); Tony George, DB, Fr. 
(RSiback); Jacquez Green, WR, Fr. (RS); Reggie MoGrew, DT, 
Fr; Mike Peterson, SS, Fr, (RS); Robert Stevenson, K/P, Fr. 


Site: Gainesvile, Fla. Stadium: Florida Field (83,000) 
Last league title won: 1994. 
SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —Houston (Oct. 28 —at Georgia 
‘Sept. 9 —at Kentucky Nov. 4—Northem llinois 
‘Sepl. 16 —Tennessee Nov, 11 —at S. Carolina 
Sept. 30 —} Now. 18 —Vanderbit 


‘Mississippi 
Oct. 7 —at Lousiana State Nov. 25 —Florda State 
Oct. 14 —at Aubum 


Offensive strengths: Paced by guard Jeff 
Smith, center Bubba Miller and tackle 
Jason Layman, three of the premier line- 
men in the SEC, the Volunteers’ front wall 
is the envy of many. The continually matur- 
ing Peyton Manning, the SEC Freshman of 
the Year who is 7-1 as a starter, vill prove 
troublesome for foes. He'll throw to a cou- 
ple of gems in Joey Kent and Nilo Silvan. 
Offensive weaknesses: With the depar- 
ture of James (Little Man) Stewart, the 
Vols’ all-time leading rusher, and Aaron 
Hayden, Tennessee needs a feature tail- 
back. Junior-college transfer Travis Cozart 
may be the man. Junior Jay Graham also 
will compete for carries. The depth behind 
Manning is shaky. 
Defensive strengths: Ends Steve White, a 
big-play specialist, and Leonard Little, a 
lightning-quick junior-college transfer, will 
terrorize quarterbacks. Shane Burton will 
star at tackle, Scott Galyon, Tennessee's top 
tackler in '94, and Tyrone Hines anchor the 
linebacking corps, while free safety Jason 
Parker and cornerback DeRon Jenkins 
headline a secondary that coaches want to 
play more aggressively this season. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Vols lack any 
dominant players. That's been a sore spot 
among Tennessee fans since Larry Lacewell 
left as coordinator after the 1991 season. 
Special teams: Kicker John Becksvoort 
will be hard to replace, but the Vols think 
redshirt freshman Jeff Hall can do a good 
job. Larry Binion was imported from the 
junior-college ranks to punt. Silvan, who 
ranked second in the nation with an 18.1- 
yard punt return average, will run back 
kicks along with Shawn Summers, 
Keys to success: Manning must stay 
healthy and build on his freshman success, 
plus a tailback has to emerge. Tennessee 
thinks Little will be its big-play stud on 
defense. 
Outlook: With 10 returning starters on 
defense and lots of exciting talent on 
offense, Tennessee could challenge Florida 
for supremacy in the SEC East. But if the 
Vols have Sugar Bowl hopes, they must fig- 
ure out how to win at Florida (last win there, 
1971) and at Alabama (last win there, 1985). 
Coach Phillip Fulmer says: “He's (Leonard 
Little) still got a lot to learn, but he’s an excit- 
ing guy to coach. Those kind of guys have a 
way of making you a better coach.” 
VOLUNTEERS DATA 
Coach: Philip Fulmer (21-6-1, 3 years). 
1994 record: 8-4 (beat Virginia Tech in Gator Bow). SEC. 
East: §-a/and. 
Key losses: John Becksvoort, K; Aaron Hayden, TB; Tom 
Hutton, P; Kendrick Jones, WR; Kevin Mays, G; Mose 
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PRESEASON ALL-SOUTHEASTERN TEAM 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 
= OFFENSE 


DANNY WUERFFEL 
QB, Florida 


FIRST TEAM 


SECOND TEAM 
OFFENSE 


Pos. Name, School HL, Class 
WR__ EDDIE KENNISON, Louisiana St. 6-0/184 


SPECIALISTS 


SAt71 St. 


COACH OF THE YEAR 


Gerry DiNardo, Louisiana State 


Philips, RB; James Stewart, TB; Ben Talley, DE, 

Starters returning: Offense (7): David Hom, TE, 6-4/235, 
Sr; Joey Kent, WR, 6-1/184, Jr; Jason Layman, T, 6-6/287, 
Sr; Peyton Manning, QB, 6-5/202, Soph; Bubba Miler, C, 
6-1/285, Sr; Leste Ratiffe, T, 6-7/282, Se; Jaf! Smith, G, 
69/904, Sr. Defense (10): Raymond Austin, SS, 5-11/181, 
Jt; Shane Burton, T, 6-6/268, Sr; Temy Fait, CB, 5-11/175, 
Soph, Scott Galyon, LB, 6-3/227, Sr; Tyrone Hines, LB, 
62/226, Jr; DeRion Jenkins, CB, 6-0/167, Sr; Jason Parker, 
FS, 6-0/188, St; Jesse Sanders, LB, 5-11/222, Sr, Leland 
Taylor, T, 63/285, Jt; Steve White, E, 6-2/246, Sr. Kickers: 
None. 


Other key returnees: Chester Ford, FB, Jr; Jay Graham, 
TB, Jt; David Hom, TE, Sr; Tori Noel, SS, Soph. (RS/neck); 
Robert Poola, OT, Soph.; Nilo Sivan, WRIKR, Sr; Benjia 
Shuler, WR, Soph, (RS/ankle); Shawn Summers, SS/KR, Sr. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Graham (61 att, 275 
yds., 2D); Passing: Manning (144 at, 89 comp,, 6 INT, 11 
TD, 1,141 yds.); Receiving: Kent (96 rec, 470 yds., 4 TD); 
Tackler: Galyon (93); Sacker: White (7). 

Top newcomers: Lary Binion, P, J. (JC); Travis Cozar, TB, 
Soph. (JC); Brian Darden, TB, Fr; Jeff Hall, K, Fr (RS); 
Leonard Litt, DE, Jt. (NC). 

Site: Knoxvile, Tenn, Stadium: Neyland Stadium (91,902). 
{Last league ttle won: 1990 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—East Carolina Oct. 14 —Alabama 
Sopt. 9 —Goorgia (at Birmingham, Ala) 
Sept. 16 —at Florida Oct. 28 South Carolina 
Sept. 23 —Mississippi State Nov, 4 —S. Mississippi 
Sept. 30 —Okahoma Stata Nov. 18 —at Kentucky 
Oct 7 —at Arkansas Nov. 25 —Vanderbit 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


Offensive strengths: The surprise team of 
the SEC in ‘94, South Carolina has firepow- 
er in quarterback Steve Taneyhill, who 
completed a school-record 62.9 percent of 
his passes, and bruising running back 
Stanley Pritchett, who can run and catch. 
The Gamecocks also have one of the 
biggest and most experienced lines in the 
league, anchored by tackle James Dexter. 

Offensive weaknesses: Coach Brad Scott, 


EDDIE KENNISON, 


who learned his offense from Bobby 
Bowden, needs a tight end and a big-play 
receiver. Veterans Mike Reddick and Joe 
Troupe, along with junior-college transfer 
Duce Staley, will try to replace Brandon 
Bennett, South Carolina’s second alltime 
leading rusher. The depth at quarterback is 
unproven, 

Defensive strengths: Senior linebackers 
Hank Campbell, Ronnie Smith and Aubrey 
Brooks are all-star caliber. Keep an eye on 
sophomore free safety Ben Washington, 
who played well as a true freshman. 
Defensive weaknesses: Tackle Eric 
Sullivan, entering his fourth year as a 
starter, is a run-stuffer, but he'll be sur- 
rounded by unproven players up front. 
Special teams: Diminutive Reed Morton, 
who hit 10 of 13 field-goal attempts, has 
converted his last nine attempts. Punter 
Derwin Jeffcoat boasts a 38.3-yard career 
average. Scott would like to see both 
become more consistent, Return men must 
be found, 

Keys to success: Taneyhill, who cut his 
ponytail last year and then proceeded to cut 
up defenses running Scott's motion offense, 
must be consistent. Taneyhill has enough 
talent around him to make his final year his 
best. Plus he has former Florida assistant 
John Reaves serving as his mentor. 
Outlook: To say Scott's rookie season was 
a rousing success would be an understate- 
ment. He led the Gamecocks to their first 
bowl victory, and there’s no reason South 
Carolina can't advance to another bowl as 
the players continue to adapt to his system. 
Coach Brad Scott says: “We're not even 
close to being a good football team. Even at 
the end of last season, we won on heart, a 
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little bit of scheme and with some individual 
kids making some big plays.” 

GAMECOCKS BATA 
Coach: Brad Scot (75, 1 year). 
1994 record: 7-5 (beat West Virginia in Carquest Bow). SEC 
East: 4-4/3rd 
Key losses: Corey Bell, CB; Brandon Bennett, TB; Toby 
Cates, WR; Vincent Dinkins, C; Stacy Evans, DE; Boomer 
Foster, TE; Chris Rumph, DE; David Tumipseed, DT; Tony 
‘Watkins, SS. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): James Dexter, T, 6-6/282, 
Sr; Luthor Dixon, G, 6-4/279, Sr; Delvin Harring, G, 6:3/320, 
Sr. Darrel Nicklow, WR, 5-11/170, Sr; Stanley Pritchet, FB, 
6-1/280, Sr; Steve Taneyhill, OB, 6-3/205, Sr; Randy 
Wheeler, T, 6/279, Jt, Defense (6): Aubrey Brooks, LB, 
6-0/216, St; Hank Campbell, LB, 6-0/290, Sr; Ron Nealy, CB, 
5.9/177, St; Ronnie Smith, LB, 6-0/241, Sr; Eric Sullvan, T, 
6-2/269, St; Ben Washington, FS, 6-1/190, Soph, Kickers (2) 
Derwin Jeticoat, P, 6-2/212, Sr.; Reed Morton, K, 5-7/176, Jt 
Other key returnees: Paul Beckwith, C, Soph; Mike 
Reddick, TB, Sr; Joe Troupe, TB, Jt; Travis Whitfeld, G, 
Soph. (RS); Lee Wiggins, CB, Soph. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Pritchett (190 at, 
{601 yds,, 8 TD); Passing: Taneyhill (367 att, 231 comp,, 8 
INT, 19 TD, 2,259 yds.); Receiving: Prchett (34 rec, 212 
ys, 2 TD); Tacklr: Brooks (83); Sacker: Brooks (2). 
‘Top newcomers: Rodney Brown, TE, Fr; Zola Davis, WR, Fr. 
(RS); Aturo Freeman, OB, Fr.; Patrick Garth, OT, Jr. (JC); Ray 
Green, FS, Fr; Jeff Kigore, DB, Fr (RS); Duce Stalay, TB, Jt 
(WC); Kerls Sulfvan, DB, Fr. (RS); Anthony Wight, OB, Fr, (RS), 
‘Site: Columbia, $.C. Stadium: Wiliams-Brice Stadium (72,400) 
Last league ttle won: None, 


‘SCHEDULE 
Sept, 2 —at Georgia (Oct. 14 —at Mississippi St 
Sept._9 —at Arkansas Oct. 21 —Vanderbit 
Sept. 16 —Louisiana Tech Oct, 28 —at Tennessee 
Sept. 23 Kentucky Nov. 11 Florida 
Sept. 30 —Lovisiana State Nov. 18 —Clemson 
Oct. 7 —Kent 


4. GEORGIA 
Offensive strengths: Already Georgia's 
all-time leader in receptions (138), Brice 
Hunter needs just 299 receiving yards and 


one touchdown catch to set two more 
school marks, Juan Daniels joins Hunter to 
form a fine pass-catching duo. The line, 
anchored by guard Resty Beadles and tack- 
les Adam Meadows and Troy Stark, should 
be formidable. 

Offensive weaknesses: It's time to see if 
sophomore quarterback Mike Bobo can 
live up to his high school hype. Bobo 
looked good in the season finale against 
Georgia Tech, when he came off the bench 
for injured Eric Zeier and hit 13 of 16 pass- 
es for 206 yards and a touchdown to lead 
the Bulldogs to a 48-10 rout. The running 
game, which ranked 10th (128.6 yards per 
game) in the SEC, must improve. The 
emergence of a runner—maybe Hines 
Ward—would help. 

Defensive strengths: Ray Goff has turned 
to Joe Kines, the former Alabama and 
Arkansas defensive coordinator, to run the 
defense. He has a gift for motivation. 
Linebacker Randall Godfrey, who needs 40 
solo tackles to break the school record, and 
end Phillip Daniels will come to play every 
Saturday, Free safety Corey Johnson, one of 
the surest tacklers on the squad, and cor- 
nerback Robert Edwards, perhaps the best 
athlete on the team, bolster the secondary, 
Defensive weaknesses: One of Kines’ first 
goals is to stiffen the run defense, which 
ranked 11th (205.8 yards per game) in the 
SEC. He has implemented a 4-3 alignment 
and hopes nose tackle Travis Stroud, ends 
Daniels and Derrick Smith and tackles 
Walter Rouse and Deshay McKever are 
stout. Several newcomers will be auditioned. 
Special teams: Veteran Kanon Parkman, 
who paced the SEC with 17 field goals, is 
one of the best kickers in the nation. Punter 
Dax Langley, who averaged 39 yards per 
boot, looks to improve on a surprising 1994. 
Key to success: The offense must avoid 
turnovers. That would give Kines a chance 
to keep Georgia in any game, as the 
defense should be sound. 

Outlook: The schedule favors the 
Bulldogs. South Carolina, Alabama, Florida 
and Auburn have to go to Athens. With an 
upset or two, Georgia could win eight or 
nine games and play in a major bowl. But if 
the Bulldogs can’t run or stop the run, it'll 
be along year. 

Coach Ray Goff says: “I like our players, 
but I don't like how far we have to go to be 
a good football team. But I think we've got 
a chance to be better in some areas than 
we've been in the past.” 


Coach: Ray Gott (40-26-1, 6 years). 

1994 record: 6-4-1, SEC East: 3-4-1/4th. 

Koy losses: Terrell Davis, RB; Hason Graham, SE; Travis 
Jones, DT; Will Muschamp, SS; Steve Roberts, G; Matt Storm, 
DT; James Wamer, TE; Carlos Yancy, CB; Eric Zeier, OB. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Resty Beadies, G, 6-2/278, 
Jt; Lary Bowie, RB, 6-0/224, Sr; Brice Hunter, WR, 6-0/197, 
‘Sr; Adam Meadows, T, 67/272, Jt; Troy Stark, 7, 6-6/271, 
Sr.; David Weeks, C, 6-6/266, Sr. Defense (7): Greg Bright, 
LB, 6-2/212, Soph.; Philip Daniels, E, 6-6/255, St; Robert 
Edwards, CB, 6-2/202, Jr; Randall Gogtrey, LB, 6-3/250, Sr; 
Corey Johnson, FS, 5-11/189, Jr; Travis Stroud, NT, 6-3/270, 
Soph; Marcus Willams, LB, 6-1/228, Jr. Kickers (2): Dax 
Langley, P, 6-2/170, Soph,; Kanon Parkman, K, 5-11/171, St. 
Other key returnees: Mike Bobo, QB, Soph.; Juan Daniels, 


SE, Jr, Whit Marshall, LB, St.; Deshay McKever, DT, Sr.; 
Buster Owens, CB, St.; Walter Rouse, DT, Jr.; Derrick Smith, 
DE, St; Hines Ward, 


Soph. 
statistical leaders: Rushing: Ward (77 at, 425 
yds,, 37D); Passing: Bobo (27 att, 17 comp., 0 INT, 1 TD, 


Vanderbilt opponents will have a hard time 
containing defensive tackle James Manley. 


£325 yds}; Receiving: Hunter (59 rec, 799 yds., 7 TD); 
TTacklor: Johnson (118); Sacks: Frank Watts/Philip Daniels (6). 
Top newcomers: Lary Brown, TE, Fr (RS); Derick Byrd, 
LB, Soph. (RSVknee); Keith Drayton, DT; ur, (IC); Corey 
Simon, DE, Fr; Jarmaine Smith, DT, Jt. (JC) 
Site: Athens, Ga. Stadium: Sanford Stadium (86,117). 
Last league ttle won: 1982. 
SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2—South Carolina Oct. 14 —at Vanderbit 

Sept. 9 —al Tennessee Oct. 21 —Kentucky 

Sopt. 18 —Now Mexico State Oct. 28 —Florida 

Spl. 23 al Mississippi Nov. 11 —Aubum 

Sept, 30 —Alabama Nov, 23 —at Georgia Tech 

Oc. 7 —at Clemson 


5. VANDERBILT 


Offensive strengths: Vanderbilt could run 
last season, when it ranked 16th in the 
nation by averaging 226.6 yards per game. 
‘Tailback Jermaine Johnson, who ran for a 
team-high 877 yards as a sophomore, is 
back, along with Cliff Deese. Will Jacobs is 
a standout guard. 

Offensive weaknesses: A longtime NFL 
coach whose staff also boasts lots of pro expe- 
rience, Rod Dowhower is scrapping the 
option-oriented attack Gerry DiNardo 
employed the previous four seasons, The 
transition will take time. Entering fall drills, 
Ronnie Gordon, who wasn't much of a pass- 
ing threat last season, and Damian Allen, who 
didn’t letter in 1994, are battling for the quar- 
terback job in Dowhower’s pro-style attack. In 
addition to finding a signal-caller, the 
Commodores need to find some pass-catch- 
ers, not a hot commodity in an option attack. 
Defensive strengths: Defensive coordina- 
tor Woody Widenhofer helped design 
Pittsburgh's vaunted “Steel Curtain” that 
ruled the NFL in the 1970s. He has 10 
returning starters, including star tackle 
James Manley and standout end Brian 
Boykin, to build his 4-3 alignment around. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Commodores 
don't force many turnovers. That usually 
means the defense is on the field a long 
time, And that usually means trouble. 
Special teams: Bill Marinangel is the 
SEC’s top returning punter, having aver- 
aged 40.8 yards per boot. Steve Yenner was 


a woeful 5 of 13 on field-goal attempts. The 
Commodores’ return game, the SEC's 
worst, must improve. 

Keys to success: This is supposed to be 
Vandy’s year, or that was what DiNardo was 
thinking when he left for Louisiana State. 
For a change, there's speed, quickness and 
talent in Nashville. Now the players must 
adapt to the pro-style philosophy of 
Dowhower, who served as quarterbacks 
coach for the Cleveland Browns last sea- 
son. The players better catch on quick. 
Outlook: Vanderbilt will discover how 
good it is quickly, as it opens against bowl 
teams Alabama, Notre Dame and Texas 
Christian, The Commodores close at 
Florida and at Tennessee. It looks like 
another losing season in Music City. 
Coach Rod Dowhower says: “Are we 
coordinated right now? No. Is everybody 
on the same page? No. But we are adding to 
the pages, so to speak, and we're a little bit 
more in concert as we go along.” 


CoM OATA 

Coach: Rod Dowhower (1st year, §-5-1 overal, 1 year) 
1994 record: 5-6, SEC East; 2-6/5th, 
Key losses: Gabe Banks, WA; Gerald Collins, LB; Bryan 
Josey, OT; Eric Lewis, FB; Richard Saenz, C. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Robert Couch, T, 66/295, 
Sr; Ronnie Gorden, QB, 6-1/193, Jr; Will Jacobs, G, 6-5/291, 
Soph, Jermaine Johnson, TB, 5-7/178, Jt; Owen (Tank) Nei, 

, Sr; Kenny Simon, SE, 6-0/193, Sr; Jason 
Tomichek, TE, 65/254, J. Defense (10): Matt Anderson, SS, 
5-11/186, Soph; Anthony Azama, CB, §-11172, Soph,; Brian 
Boykin, E, 63270, Jr; Corey Chavous, CB, 6-1/202, Soph; 
Mark Jetcoat, LB, 6-2/224, Jr; James Manley, T, 64/291, Sr; 
Matt Schuckman, T, 6-4/260, J; Jay Stallworth, E, 6-2/255, 
Soph,; Eric Vance, FS, 6-4/217, Jr; Kirk Wiliams, LB, 
6-0/228, Jt. Kickers (2): Bil Marinango, P, 62/215, Jr; 
Steve Yenner, K, 6-0/173, Sr 
Other key returnees: Damian Allen, QB, Soph; Cif Deese, 
TB, St; Allen DeGratfenreid, OT, Jr; Mike Jones, G, St; 
Shawn Stuckey, LB, Soph. Sanford Ware, SE, Sr; Tyrone 
Yarbrough, TB, Soph. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Jobnson (167 att, 
877 yds., 7 TD); Passing: Gordon (203 att., 86 comp., 9 INT, 
2TD, 991 yds.); Receiving: Simon (20 rec, 271 yds., 1 TD); 
Tackler: Vance (78); Sacker; Manley (9). 
‘Top newcomers: Teremy Banks, TE, Fr; Ain Duke, WR, 
Fr; Hi Lewis, OB, Fr; Marcus A. Willams, SS, Fr (RS); Josh 
Whicker, OL, Fr. 
Site: Nashville, Tenn. Stadium: Vanderbit Stadium (41,600) 
Last league title won: None. 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 Alabama (Oct. 28 —at Mississipp! 
Sepl. 16 —at Notre Dame Nov, 4—Kentucky 
Sept. 23 —Texas Christian Nov. 11 —Louisiana Tech 
Sept. 30 —Avkansas Nov, 18 —at Florida 
Oct. 14 Georgia Nov, 25 —at Tonnessoe 


Oct. 21 —at South Carolina 


Offensive strengths: Kentucky boasts a 
great 1-2 punch at tailback in Moe Williams 
and Donnell Gordon. The receiving corps, 
which features Leon Smith, Kio Sanford 
and Trevor Hypolite, is talented. Guard 
Barry Jones is the best lineman. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Wildcats 
ranked last in the league in total (279.7 
yards per game) and scoring offense (13.6). 
Quarterbacks Jeff Speedy and Billy Jack 
Haskins have struggled to learn the multi- 
ple offense new coordinator Elliot Uzelac 
brought with him from Colorado. Whoever 
plays quarterback would benefit from 
improved line play. 

Defensive strengths: Kentucky returns 
seven starters, but that may not be a good 
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thing when you consider the 'Cats ranked 
ast in the SEC in rushing (272.2 yards per 
game), total (450.1) and scoring defense 
(36.8). Regardless, there is some excite- 
ment about the return of several key line- 
backers, including Donte’ Key, and most of 
the secondary, 
Defensive weaknesses: This unit lacks 
size, which means it figures to lack success 
in the mighty SEC, Kentucky generated an 
SEC-low 13 takeaways. That has to change. 
Special teams: Sanford, a big-play man, 
may be the best kick returner in the SEC. 
Brian Sivinski, who hit 5 of 10 field-goal 
attempts, may lose his job to a redshirt 
freshman, Stephan Brown and Brad 
Wulfeck, both redshirt freshmen, will battle 
for punting chores. 
Keys to succe: ffensively, the quarter- 
backs must get protection and Williams 
needs room to run. On defense, the 
Wildcats have to stop the run and generate 
turnovers. If they can't, they're finishe 
Outlook: Coming off an appearance in the 
Peach Bowl, fans in Lexington were brim- 
ming with hope entering 1994, Kentucky 
won its opener over Louisville and proceed- 
ed to collapse, losing its last 10 games. Yes, 
the Wildcats have only one way to go. But 
don't expect much progress, though there 
is some young talent on hand. 
Coach Bill Curry says: “We're looking for 
hard-nosed, aggressive people in every posi- 
tion. We're going to keep the hammer down 
through the fall and right on into the season.” 
WILOGATS DATA 

Coal Bil Curry (18-38, 5 years; 75-91-4 overall, 15 years) 

1994 record: 1-10. SEC East: 0-8/éth 
ieee Mark Askin, or Howard Carter, DE; Dan 

‘Damon Hood, FB; Melvin Johnson, FS; Nicky 

Nickels, P; Aaron Purdie, OT; Clyde Rudolph, FL; Robert 
Stinson, DT; Roger Sulivan, DT, 
Starters returning: Otfense (6): Chris Davis, TE, 6-7/251, 
st; Bary Jones, G, 6-5/289, Sr; John Schlarman, C (moved 
{om G), 6-2/276, Soph ; Leon Smith, WR, 5-10/172, Sr; Jef 
Spoedy, QB, 6-2/186, Jr; Moe Wiliams, TB, 6-2/196, Jr 
Defense (7): Leman Boyd, SS, 5-10/195, Jr; Steven Hall, 
CB, 6-1/206, Sr; Chad Hudson, LB, 6-8/233, Soph.; David 
Snardon, LB, 6-2/287, Sr; Kurt Supa, E, 6-9/249, Jt; Kiyo 
Wilson, CB, 5-11/198, Jr; Eric Wright, LB, 5-8/240, Jr. 
Kickers (1): Brian Sivinski,K, 511/180, St, 

ey returnees: Donnell Gordon, TB, Jr; Bly Jack 
Haskins, OB, Soph; Trevor Hypolte, WR, Soph ; Adam Kane, C, 


Deshea Townsend is part of a talented-but- 
inexperienced Alabama secondary. 


dc; Donte Key, LB, St; Ray McLaurin, RB, dr; Antonio O Feral, 
WR (moved from 08), Se; Regge Rusk, FS, Sr; Ko Sanford, 
WRIKR, Soph; James Tucker, WR (moved from LB), Sr. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Wiliams (160 att, 
805 yds., 4 TD); Passing: Speedy (119 att, 54 comp., 8 INT, 
1 TD, 580 yds.); Receiving: Smith (27 rec, 375 yds, 2 TD}; 
yest onaron (0 ‘Sacker: Supe (3). 

fop newcomers: Carey Barlow, G, Fr. (RS); Stephan Brown, 
Paes Kris Comstock, OT, Fr (RS); John Harts, DE, Fr 
(RS); Mark Jacobs, DT, Fr. (RS); Jonas Lening, OT, Fr. (RS); 
Marvin Maj, DT, Fr. (RS); DaJuan Pringle, LB, Jt. (NC); Vicor 
Rivers, OT, Fr. (RS); Joey Sackett, G, Fr. (RS); Anwar Stewart, 
LB, Fr; Jeremy Steck, DT, Fr. (RS); Jason Thomas, DE, Fr 
(3) yan se OF, F(R, ra sek PF 3). 
Sie; Ky. Stadium: Conmonwealh Stadium (57 800) 


Last league title won: 1976 (te) 
EDULE 


Sept. 2 —Louisvile Oct. 21 —at Georgia 
‘Sept. 9 —Florida Oct. 28 —at Mississippi St, 
Sept. 16 —at Indiana Nov. 4 —at Vanderbit 


‘Sept. 23 —at South Carolina Nov. 11 Cincinnati 
Sept. 30 —Aubum_ Nov. 18 —Tennessee 
Oct, 14 —Louisiana State 


WESTERN DIVISION 


Offensive strengths: Gene Stallings, quiet 
by nature, isn’t saying too much about his 
runners and receivers. He is going to let 
them do the talking in the fall, and Tide fans 
are going to love what tailback Dennis 
Riddle and receivers Toderick Malone, 
Marcell West and Curtis Brown have to say. 
The line returns only two starters, but plen- 
ty of experienced talent is on hand. 
Offensive weaknesses: Jay Barker, the 
winningest quarterback (35-2-1) in school 
history, has finally graduated. He won 
because of intangibles. His successor, Brian 
Burgdorf, can do more things physically. 
But can he lead? If not, Freddie Kitchens is 
in the wings. Alabama thinks Riddle will be 
an adequate replacement for Sherman 
Williams, but who will take over for fullback 
Tarrant Lynch? 

Defensive strengths: Would you believe 
the Tide can go 10-deep up front? There's 
all-star talent in tackles Shannon Brown, 
Elverett Brown and Matt Parker, as well as 
end Darrell Blackburn. Linebackers Ralph 
Staten and John Walters will make life diffi- 
cult for foes. 

Defensive weaknesses: Three-fourths of 
the secondary is gone. There is talent in 
Deshea Townsend, Brad Ford, Kevin 
Jackson and Jeremy Pruitt, but they're rela- 
tively inexperienced. 
Special team: ichael Proctor, who hit 
13 of 16 field-goal attempts, is the best kick- 
er in Alabama history and one of the best in 
the nation this season. Hayden Stockton 
and Daniel Pope are competing to take over 
for Bryne Diehl, who was one of the SEC’s 
best punters. Malone may star as the Tide's 
return man, 

Keys to success: Burgdorf must prove to 
be a capable quarterback and a running 
back must emerge. Teams will try to pass 
on Alabama, so the secondary must jell 
quickly. 

Outlook: Defensive coordinator Bill Oliver 
is surrounded by the kind of talent the 
Crimson Tide boasted on its 1992 national 
championship team, Offensive coordinator 
Homer Smith possesses his kind of signal- 
caller in Burgdorf, who can run the option 
as well as throw with accuracy. Expect 
"Bama to contend for a Sugar Bowl berth. 
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‘Coach Gene Stallings says: “We're not 


ready to play, but we're not supposed to be 
right now.” 


130M TIDE DATA 
Coach: Gene Stalngs (52-10-1, 5 years; 79-55-2 overall, 12 


years), 
1994 record: 12-1 beat Ohio State in Crus Bow). SEC 
West: @-/1st 

Key losses: Jay Barker, QB; Bryne Diehl, P; Wille Gaston, 
FS; Joey Harvie, OT; Dameian Jeties, DE; Tommy 
Johnsen, CB; Tarrant Lynch, FB; Michael Rogers, LB; Andre 
Royal, LB; Sam Shade, SS; Jon Stevenson, C; Sherman 
Wiliams, TB. 

Starters f Offense (5): Maurice Bese, G, 6-1/285, 
Sc; Curis Brown, SE, 62/185, Sr; John Causey, C, 6-2'262, 
st; Patick Hape, TE, 64/239, Jr; Toderick Malona, FL, 
5-11/171, Sr, Defense (5); Darrel Blackbur, E, 64/224, J 
Shannon Brown, T, 6-5/266, St; Matt Parker, T, 6-4/275, St: 
Deshea Townsend, CB, 5-10/170, Soph; John Walters, LB, 
6.2/225, Sr. Kickers (1): Michael Proctor, K, §:11/183, Sr, 
Other key returnees: Vann Bodden, DE, Sr; Elveret Brown, 
DT, St. (RSMfoot); Brian Burgdort, QB, Sr.; Kendrick Burton, 
DE, St, Brad Ford, CB, Sr; Joo! Holiday, OT, Soph; Chad 
Key, WR, St; Freddie Kitchens, QB, Soph; Paul Picket, LB, 
Soph,; Ozell Powell, OT, Jr; Dennis Riddle, TB, Soph.; 
Dwayne Rudd, LB, Soph,; Cedric Samuel, $S, Jr; Ralph 
Staten, LB, Jt; Brian Stoger, TB, Jr; Eric Tumer, FS, Sr; 
Marcell West, FL, J; Laron White, G, Jr. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Stogor (96 at, 145 
yds., 3 TD); Passing: Burgdort (19 att, 4 comp. 1 INT, 0 TD, 
42 yds j; Receiving: Curtis Brown (39 rec., 639 yds., 6 TD), 
Tackler Staten (62). Sacker: Shannon Brown (5) 

‘Top newcomers: Chris Edwards, LB, Fr. (RS); Calvin Hall, 
SE, Fr. (RS); Chris Hood, DE, Fr. (RS); Kevin Jackson, DB, 
4 (JC); Daniel Pope, PF. (RS); Jeremy Pritt, DB, J 
(transteriMidie Tennessee State); Sage Spree, OT, Fr. (RS). 
Site: Tuscaloosa, Ala. Stadium: Bryant-Denny Stadium 
(70,123); Birningham's Legion Field (83,091) 

Last league ttle won: 1932. 


‘SCHEDULE 
(Oct. 21 —at Mississippi 


(at Birmingham, Al) Nov. 4—Louisiana State 
Sept. 16 —Arkansas Nov, 11 —Mississippi St 
‘Sept. 30 —at Georgia Nov. 18 —at Aubum 


Oct. 7 —North Carolina St. 
Oct. 14 —Tennessee (at Birmingham, Ala) 


2. AUBURN 


Offensive strengths: It all starts with 
Bobby's boy, Terry, who has his daddy's 
knack for scoring and winning. He has 
eight starters back, including bruising tail- 
back Stephen Davis, a Heisman Trophy 
candidate. Davis will be escorted by an all- 
star contingent up front, including center 
Shannon Roubique and tackles Victor Riley 
and Willie Anderson. Andy Fuller, a fine 
blocker, is developing into one the SEC's 
best tight ends. Quarterback Patrick Nix is 
a quiet leader in the mold of Jay Barker. 
Offensive weaknesses: Bowden loves the 
big play, but he doesn’t know who's going 
to produce them in the passing game now 
that Frank Sanders is gone. A fullback must 
emerge, but the Tigers think converted tail- 
back Fred Beasley can do the job. 
Defensive strengths: It's almost always 
the line, but not this year. Headed by 
Anthony Harris, the leader on defense, and 
Marcellus Mostella, a super athlete, the 
linebacking corps is lethal. There is some 
talent—albeit inexperienced—up front. 
Defensive weaknesses: The top five line- 
men from 1994 are gone, and half of the 
team's big-play secondary must be 
replaced. Bobby Daffin and Shannon Suttle 
look to fill holes on the line. Auburn needs 
cornerbacks Larry Melton, LaFonzo 
McLean and Liron Thomas to step in and 
deliver. Don't be surprised if true freshman 
Martavious Houston, considered the top 


prospect in Florida, plays in the secondary 
from Day One. 
Special teams: Here’s where the Tigers 
are vulnerable. Matt Hawkins connected on 
13 of 18 field-goal attempts, but his long was 
just 45 yards and he hasn't proven he can 
hit the critical kick. Most coaches don't 
want their kicker to punt, but Hawkins may 
have to, It's not likely he'll be able to dupli- 
cate the efforts of Terry Daniel, the best 
punter in the SEC. A newcomer may be 
Auburn's return specialist. 
Keys to success: The secondary and defen- 
sive line must develop, but Auburn believes 
it has capable replacements. But the kicking 
game may be the Tigers’ undoing. 
Outlook: If Bowden finds a go-to receiver 
and defensive coordinator Wayne Hall 
shores up his front five and the secondary, 
the Tigers could knock off defending 
Western Division champion Alabama and 
advance to the SEC title game. Who knows, 
Auburn may play in its first Sugar Bowl 
since the 1988 season. The Tigers’ quest for 
the top is helped by the fact they play 
Florida and Alabama at home. 
Coach Terry Bowden says: “We have to 
find some answers on defense. We've iden- 
tified the problem areas; now we've got to 
solve them. We do that, we can be a good 
football team.” 

TIGERS DATA 
Coach: Tey Bowden (20-11, 2 years; 6437-2 overall, 11 years), 
1994 record: 9-1-1. SEC West: 6-1-1/ineligible for league tie. 
Key losses: Thomas Bailey, WA; Terry Daniel, P; Alonzo 
Etheridgo, DE; Joe Frazier, FB; Mike Pelton, DT; Brian 
Robinson, FS (declared for NFL draft); Frank Sanders, WR; 
Chris Sholing, CB; Gary Walker, DT; Wille Whitehead, DE. 
Starters returning: Otfense (8): Wilie Anderson T,6-6/306, 
‘J; Stophon Davis, TB, 6-2/228, Sr; Andy Fuller, TE, 6-2/260, 
St; Patrick Nix, QB, 6-2/199, Sr; Victor Riley, T, 65/310, 
‘Soph.; Shannon Roubique, C, 6-1/275, St; Jason Taylor, G, 
6-1/288, Sr.; Leonard Thomas, G, 6-2/283, Jr. Defense (5): 
Ken Avis, SS, 6-2/200, Soph; Harts, LB, 6-2/233, 
Sr.; Dell McGee, CB, 58/181, Sr.; Jason Miska, LB, 6-2/222, 
Sr.; Marcellus Mostella, LB, 6-3/228, J. Kickers (1): Matt 
Hawkins, K, §-10/172, Sr 
Other key returnees: Fred Beasley, FB (moved from TB), 
‘Soph.; Daymeyune Criag, QB, Soph.; Bobby Daffin, DE, 
‘Soph.; Tyrone Goodson, WR, Soph.; Wille Gosha, WR, Jt; 
Lary Melton, CB, Soph.; Harold Morrow, FB, Sr; Ricky Neal, 
LB, Soph, Derrick Robinson, LB, Soph. (RS/knee); Nate 
Smith, DT, Soph,; Shannon Sutle, OT, Soph. 
Roturning statistical leaders: Rushing: Davis (221 at, 
1,289 yds. 13 TD); Passing: Nox (299 at, 169 comp. 7 INT, 
13 TD, 2.206 yds.) Receiving: Morrow (15 rec., 171 yds., 
2 TD); Tackle: Hats (116), Sacke. Scot Stacey (5), 


(RS); LaFonco 
Fr. (RS); James Roscoe, DE, Fr. (RS); Takeo 
‘Spikes, LB, Fr. 
Site: Auburn, Ala. Stadium: Jordan-Hare Stadium (85,214) 
Last league title won: 1989 Fe). 
SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —Mississippi ‘Oct. 21 —W. Michigan 
Sept. 9 —UT-Chattanooga Oct. 28 Arkansas 
Sept. 16 —al Louisiana State (at Lie Rock, Ark) 
Sopl. 30 —at Kentucky Nov. 4 —NE Louisiana 
Oct. 5 Mississippi State Nov. 11 —at Georgia 
Oct, 14 —Florda Nov. 18 —Alabama 


3. LOUISIANA STATE 
Offensive strengths: There's plenty of tal- 
ent, including receiver Eddie Kennison, 
huge tight end David LaFleur, tailback 
Robert Toomer and three returning 
starters on the line. The arrival of native 
son Kevin Faulk, a tailback who was con- 
sidered by many to be the top high school 
player in the nation, has the Bayou buzzing. 
Offensive weaknesses: Coach Gerry 


DiNardo, who comes to Baton Rouge after 
coaching Vanderbilt the past four seasons, 
and, particularly, new offensive coordinator 
Morris Watts were able to convince quar- 
terback Jamie Howard to return for his 
senior year. Now, Howard must become 
more consistent. LSU lacks depth at full- 
back and tight end. 

Defensive strengths: Ends Gabe 
Northern, who lives in opponents’ back- 
fields, and James Gillyard will play on 
Sundays. They anchor a line that will be one 
of the SEC's best. Mike Calais leads an 
experienced group of linebackers. 
Defensive weaknesses: Foes would be 
advised to attack the gut of Louisiana 
State's line, which has no depth. There are 
acouple of big holes to fill in the secondary, 
but the Tigers think it could develop into a 
solid unit. 

Special teams: When it comes to return 
men, Kennison ranks among the nation’s 
elite. Kicker Andre’ Lafleur, who converted 
10 of 14 field-goal attempts and has hit 77.4 
percent of his career attempts, and punter 
Chad Kessler, who averaged 36.7 yards per 
boot, provide stability. 

Keys to success: If DiNardo and his staff 
can pull the team and community together, 
this can be a ragstoriches season. It's ultra- 
important that Howard gets adequate protec- 
tion. Nobody knocked the Tigers’ talent 
under former coach Curley Hallman. It was 
the team's lack of execution (SEChigh 37 
turnovers) and strength that posed problems. 
Outlook: It may be an overstatement, but 
the fate of Louisiana State’s season may be 
determined in its first three games: at 
Texas A&M, at Mississippi State and home 
against Auburn. two wins in that 
stretch, Tiger fans may enjoy their first win- 
ning season since 1988. 

Coach Gerry DiNardo says: “The best 
defensive team plays in the (SEC) champi- 
onship game. We have to bolster confidence 
in our offense because they lack confidence. 
On the other hand, our defense thinks they 
invented the game. We need to show them 
there is room for improvement.” 


Continued 


Louisiana State wide receiver Eddie Kennison 
doubles as a deadly return man. 


LOUIANA BTATE UNIVERSITY 


BURN NGOVESTION 


Why did LSU choose — 
DiNardo as coach? 


Lae State Athletic Director Joe 
ean wanted a man who could do 
two things in a New York second: turn 
around the football program and turn 
around the community. 

After LSU finished 4-7 last season, 
the school's unprecedented sixth con- 
secutive losing campaign, Curley 
Hallman was out as coach and Gerry 
DiNardo was in after a search that, for 


man at the right time: “We've hired a 
dynamic coach who can rebuild our pro- 
gram and rekindle what we had with our 
fans. It's a winning combination.” 

As if to prove Dean right, DiNardo, 
42, went out and did something no LSU 
coach had done in years: sign the best 
high school prospects in New Orleans. 
It helped that DiNardo, a Brooklyn, 
N.Y., native, is Catholic and that he per- 
sonally recruited the Catholic schools. 
DiNardo also was able to sign Carencro 
(La) High tailback Kevin Faulk, con- 
sidered by many to be the top high 
Sil ner inte nan» 3 

‘When recruiting was over, DiNardo hit 
the road selling himself to alumni. The 
school billed his speaking engagements 
as the “Bring Back The Magic Tour.” 

It was no small task for a coach who. 
was 18-26 in four years at Vanderbilt, 
including a 65-0 loss to Tennessee in 
his final game with the Commodores. 
In fact, DiNardo, who was an assistant 
at Colorado for nine years before get- 
ting the Vandy job, never posted a win- 
ning mark in Nashville. 

TIS eres ESTE 
but DiNardo won overa tough aud 


Tiger i 

Dame play LSU here in 1971,” said 
DiNardo, a guard on the Notre Dame 
freshman team at the time. He recalls 
watching LSU whip the Irish, 28-8, from 
the TV set in his dorm room. 

“It's a magical atmosphere on a 
Saturday night in Tiger Stadium,” he 
said. “Everyone wants to be a part of 
the very best. I feel a sense of urgency. 
‘We need to get the job done.” 

Before DiNardo won over the LSU 
faithful, he had to calm a near revolt by 


talking to him, I think he really wants to 
make this thing work. I think he really 
cares about us and about winning. 
‘That's what we need. We need to stop 
bleeding and start winning, and he says 
he'll help us do that.” 

CHARLES HOLUS | 
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TIGERS DATA 
Coach: Geny DiNardo (Ist year, 1826 overall, 4 years) 
1994 record: 4-7, SEC West: 53d. 
Key losses: Brett Bech, SE; Mike Blanchard, C; Wory 
Hilliard, FS; Nate Mile, DT; Marcus Price, OT; Bobby 
Willams, LB; Rodney Young, CB, P 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Andee Guerin, FB, 62229, 
Soph ; Jamie Howard, QB, 6-1/206, St; Eddie Kennison, 
FUKR, 6-0/184, Je; Mark King, G, 6-4/283, St; David 
Lafleur, TE, 6-7/268, Jc; Adam Pery, G, 63/284, Soph; 
Robert Toomer, TB, §-11/218, Sr; Sean Wels, T, 65/278, J 
Defense (7): Mika Calas, LB, 6-1/237, Jr; David Carmona, T, 
6-0/272, Soph, James Gilyard, E, 69/242, Sr; Tory James, 
CB, 6-2/182, Sr; Clarence Lenton, SS, 5-11/184, de; Gabe 
Norther, E, 6:9/235, Sr; Alen Stansberry, LB, 6-1/220, Jt. 
Kickers (2); Chad Kessler, P, 6-1/194, Soph; Andre’ Lafleur, 
K, 5-11/178, Sr. 
Other key retumees: Ben Bordelon, G, Jr; Marcus 


Chuck Wiley, DL, Soph. ‘Shedick Wison, FL St. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Sharp (135 att. 

750 yds., 6 TD); Passing: Howard (274 att, 140 comp... 

17 INT, 13 TD, 1,997 yds ); Receiving: Wilson (30 rec., 

334 yds., 2 TD); Tackler: Calais (76); Sacker: Northem (11), 
a 


Top newcomers: Trey Champagne, 
(transterVanderbit); Kendall Cleveland, 
Fauk, TB, Fr; Ryan Thomassie, OL, Fr 
Site: Baton Rouge, La. Stadium: Tiger Stadium (79,940). 
Last league title won: 1968 (te). 

‘SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—atTexas ABM Oct. 14 —at Kentucky 
Sept. 9 —at Mississippi State Oct. 21 —North Texas 


Fr. (RS); Kevin 


‘Sept. 90 —at South Carolina Nov. 25 Arkansas 
Oct. 7 —Florida 


4. ARKANSAS 


Offensive strengths: With eight starters 
back, Arkansas has a good nucleus to build 
around, The depth at tailback and wide 
receiver is particularly strong. The 
Razorbacl e excited about receiver JJ. 
Meadors, tight end Carl Johnson and tail- 
back Oscar Malone. Center Earl Scott and 
tackle Verl Mitchell are standouts. 
Offensive weaknesses: The quarterback 
position hasn't stabilized in Danny Ford’s 
first two seasons. Returnee Barry Lunney 
is capable but inconsistent. The line, which 
caused headaches in 1994, lacks depth. 
Defensive strengths: There is nothing 
wrong with the front four. Noseguard 
Junior Soli is 290 pounds of brute force who 
excels against the run, New coordinator Joe 
Lee Dunn, who loves to blitz, should make 
this unit fun to watch. He orchestrated 
some dominating defenses at Mississippi 
the past three seasons. 

Defensive weaknesses: Teams that don't 
force turnovers usually find winning diffi- 
cult. The Razorbacks are one of those 
clubs, finishing minus-eight in turnover 
ratio in "94, Aside from Mark Smith, the 
linebackers lack experience. Also, Ford is 
still looking for playmakers at crunch time. 
Special teams: A problem the past two 
seasons, kicking is a high priority. Last 
year, Arkansas was a woeful 6 of 15 on field- 
goal attempts. None was more than 40 
yards. Redshirt freshman Quinn Guidry is 
the leading candidate to kick. Arkansas 
isn’t worried about its punting, thanks to 
Matt Wait, who averaged 40.6 yards per 
kick. Madre Hill and Meadors are candi- 
dates to return kicks, 

Keys to success: With an offense that 
struggles to score touchdowns, the Hogs 


Senior noseguard Junior Soli is a 290-pound 
force against the run for Arkansas. 


need solid kicking. Lunney, who must be 
consistent, is surrounded by ingredients for 
success. 
Outlook: Ford is coming off the first losing 
season (4-7) of his career. Don't expect him 
to endure another one, but don't expect 
Arkansas to win more than seven games. 
Coach Danny Ford says: “We want to have 
a high-percentage offense. We had 27 
turnovers last year and you don't win many 
games turning the ball over like we did. That's 
not the high percentage we're looking for.” 
RAZORBACKS DATA 
Cosch: Danny Ford (-12-1, 2 years; 105-41-5 overal, 13 years) 
1994 record: 4-7. SEC West: 2-67T&th 
Key losses: Pat Baker, G; Carton Calvin, FB; Lance Elison, 
K; Wille Jonson, LB; Cart Kidd, SS; Trent Knapp, LB; Tony 
‘Nagy, G; Dean Peevy, CB. 
‘Starters returning: Otfense (8): Anthony Eubanks, SE. 
62/194, Soph; Cart Johnson, TE, 6-2/240, Sr; Barry Lunney, 
08, 6-2/190, Sr.; Oscar Malone, TB, 5-8/193, Sr; JJ 
Meadors, FL. 58/153, Se; Ver Machel, T, 64/292, St; Ear 
Scott, C, 62/272. St.; Carlos Showers, T, 65/289, Je 
Defense (7): Marcus Adair, E, 6-234, St; Geno Bell, T, 
6-2/294, Jt; Tracy Cantope, CB, 5-10/177, Sr; Steven 
Conley, E, 6-5/229, Sr; Del Delco, FS, 6.01215, Sc; Mark 
Smith, LB, 63/244, Jr; Junior Sol, NG, 6-2/290, Sr. Kickers 
(1); Matt Wa, P, 5-10/227, Soph, 
Other 


‘Maceo Hil, TB, Soph; Mike Nunnelay, SS, Sr; James Per, 
‘SE, Je; Robert Reed, QB, Soph. 

Returning statistical leaders: 3: Malone (99 at 
597 yds., 97D); Passing: Lunney (183 at, 101 comp. 6 IN, 
11 TD, 1,345 yds); Receiving: Meadors (43 rec, 613 yds., 
5 TD); Tackder; Smith (79}; Sacker: Adait, Conley 7). 

‘Top newcomers: Melvin Bradley, LB, Fr. (RS); Marvin 
Caston, LB, Soph. (Prop 48); Phil Cook, OT, J. (4C); Grant 
Garrett, C, Ft (RS); Quinn Guidry K, Fr. (RS); Al Heringer, 
TE, Fr. (RS); Keth Hopkins, G, Jt: (JC); Anthony Lucas, WR, 
Soph. (Prop 48). 


Site: F 9. Ark. Stadium: Razorback Stadium 
(50,018); Linte Rock's War Memoria Stadium (83,727). 
Last league title won: None. 
SCEBOLE 

Sept. 2 —at SMU Oct. 14 —Mississippi 
‘Sept. 9 —South Carolina (at Memphis, Tenn.) 
‘Sept. 16 — at Alabama (Oct.28 —Aubum 
‘Sept. 23 (at Little Rock, Ark.) 

(at Little Rock, Ark) Nov. 4—Mississippi 
‘Sept. 30 —at Vanderbit {at Lite Rock, Ark) 
Oc. 7 —Tennessee Nov.11 SW 
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5. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Offensive strengths: Receiver Eric 
Moulds is one of the most exciting big-play 
men in college football. Chris Jones also is 
a deadly receiver. They could make quar- 
terback Derrick Taite look good. 
Offensive weaknesses: Center Brian 
Anderson is a stud, but Mississippi State 
needs to find players to flank him. Keep an 
eye on tackle Robert Hicks. The Bulldogs’ 
parade of big, bruising running backs is 
gone. Now, slippery Keffer McGee will be 
the featured runner. 

Defensive strengths: Tackle Larry 
Williams, along with nose tackle Corey 
Sears, anchors what should be Mississippi 
State's best line in years, Inside linebacker 
Dwayne Curry, an All-America candidate, 
stuffs the middle. 

Defensive weaknesses; The Bulldogs 
need outside linebackers and help in the 
secondary, where the coaches have moved 
AIFSEC cornerback Walt Harris to free safe- 
ty so he can use his speed on a greater area 
of the field. Michael Lindsey and Conley 
Earls look to start at outside linebacker. 
Special teams: Moulds, who led the nation 
with an eye-popping 32.8-yard kickoff 
return average, and McGee will run back 
kickoffs. Bernard Euell is the punt return- 
er. Tim Rogers, who hit 12 of 20 field-goal 
attempts, finished last season by kicking a 
Peach BowLrecord five field goals. But his 
range is limited. Andy Russ, who kicks off, 
averaged an SEC-low 38.1 yards per punt, 
but he’has good pooch technique. 

Key to success: The Bulldogs are switch- 
ing from a power team to a finesse squad. 
‘That should allow Mississippi State to score 
more touchdowns. If Taite’s talents mesh 
with the passing attack and he gets protec- 
tion from a rebuilt line, the Bulldogs could 
make some noise. 
Outlook: Mississippi State’s schedule is 
set up for a quick start. The Bulldogs’ 
fourth game is at Tennessee, where they 
will discover how good they really are. But 
don’t expect Mississippi State to earn its 
fourth bowl bid in Jackie Sherrill’s fifth 
season. 

Coach Jackie Sherrill says: “We're doing 
some new things (with the offense)— 
things we believe will enable us to be a bet- 
ter football team. We've got some players 
who can make plays—players any coach 
would love to have.” 


BULLDOGS DATA 

Coach: Jackie Sherril (25-202, 4 years; 190-65-4 overall, 
17 years), 

1994 record: 6-4 (lost to North Carolina State in Peach 
Bow). SEC West 54nd. 

Key losses: Andre Bonnett, FS; Charle Davidson, CB; 
Michael Davis, RB; Scott Gumina, LB; Johnnie Harris, SS; 
Melvin Hayes, OT; Purvis Hunt, G; Jesse James, OT; Mike 
James, LB; Wesley Leasy, LB; Fred McCrary, FB; Jimmie 
Myles, DL; Kendell Wattins, TE; Jason Wisner, G. 

Starters returning: Offense (4): Bian Anderson, C, 65/278, 
Sc; Chris Jones, WR, 6-202, Sr; Enc Moulds, WRIKR, 6- 
3208, St; Derick Tao, OB, 64/194, Jc Defense (4: 
Dwayne Curry, LB, 6/248, Jr; James Grier, T, 66311, 
‘Soph; Walt Haris, FS (moved trom CB), 6-1/187, Sr; Brent 
‘Smith, T (wil switch to G), 6-67275, dr Kickers (2): Tim 
Rogers, K, 5-10/169, Sr; Andy Russ, P,6-0/186, J 

Other key returnees: Brad Ainsworth, G, ur; A Cotton, DL, 
St; Conley Earls, LB, Soph,; Berard Evel, CB (moved from 
WA), St; Nakia Greer, H-Back, Soph, Robert Hicks, OT, 
Soph; Paul Lacoste, LB, Jr; Michael Lindsey, LB, Jr; Clay 
Mack, CB, St; Henry McCann, OT, Jt; Ketfer McGee, RBIKR, 
Soph, Corey Sears, NT, Sr; Lany Willams, DT, S. 


Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: McGee (15 att, 94 
yds., 07D); Passing: Tate (220 att, 110 comp. BINT, 14 TD, 
1,808 yds.) Reeling: Mouids (39 rec., 45 yds, 7 7D); 
Tackler, Cury (123); Sacker: Wiliams (6). 

Top newcomers: Juran Bolden, DB, Jr. (IC) Exc Brown, DB, 
Jt (0G); Terry Day, DL, Jt (JC); Henry Es, LB, J. (NC): 
Raymond Gee, DT, Jr. (RSC); John Hiliard, DE, Fr 

Site: Starkvil, Miss. Stadium: Scot Field (40,656), 


Sept. 2 —Memphis Oct. 44 —South Carolina 
Sept, 9 —Loulsiana State Oct. 28 —Kentucky. 
‘Sept. 16 —at Baylor Nov. 4 —Arkansas 
‘Sept, 23 —at Tennessee {at Little Rock, Ark.) 
‘Sept. 30 —NE Louisiana Nov. 11 —at Alabama 
Oct. 5 —al Aubum: Nov. 25 —Mississippi 


6. MISSISSIPPI 
Offensive strengths: The Rebels’ offense 
could be fun to watch, thanks to quarterback 
Josh Nelson, fullback Dou Innocent, tight 
end Kris Mangum and receivers Ta’Boris 
Fisher and LeMay Thomas. Nelson, who 
came to Ole Miss from a junior college, has 
been an especially pleasant surp1 
Offensive weaknesses: While Mi 
is loaded with skill-position players, 
lacking linemen. The Rebels also must 
improve a ground game that ranked last in 
the SEC (114 yards per game). 

Defensive strengths: Michael Lowery has 
moved from strong safety to linebacker, 
which should help returnees Kyle Wicker 
and Nate Wayne. 

Defensive weaknesses: Ole Miss has 
been tough to score on in the past because 
of a dominating line and Joe Lee Dunn's 
blitzing philosophy. But Dunn is now the 
coordinator at Arkansas and end David 


McGowan is the only proven lineman. But 
defense is the specialty of first-year Coach 
Tommy Tuberville, who comes to Oxford 
after serving as Texas A&M's defensive 
coordinator last season; he has switched 
the Rebels’ alignment from a 3-4 set to a 4- 
3. Before Texas A&M, Tuberville was a 
defensive assistant with Miami for eight 
years, 

Special teams: Tim Montz, who hit 12 of 
17 field-goal attempts and has never missed 
an extra point, is one of the league's better 
kickers. Punter Lonny Calicchio struggled 
in 1994, ranking 10th in the SEC with a 38.7- 
yard average. Ole Miss is confident with the 
group of players it will have running back 
kickoffs. Fisher again will return punts. 
Keys to success: The Rebels have been 
synonymous with tough defense in recent 
seasons. If they can find a way to keep the 
offense on the field, Tuberville may post a 
winning record. But with Auburn, Georgia 
and Florida lurking in three of the first 
four games, it could be a long season in 
Oxford. 

Outlook: Ole Miss begins serving the first 
year of a four-year NCAA probation. The 
sanctions had a huge impact on recruiting, 
which the Rebels won't feel for a few years. 
It's possible Mississippi could improve its + 
7 record, but don't count on it. 

Coach Tommy Tuberville says: “It's 
going to get tougher before it gets better. If 
we keep a positive attitude, we can work 
through (the probation). We'll win games 
but we've got to stay together and fight 
through the tough part.” 


REBELS DATA 

Coach: Tommy Tubervile (1st year) 
1994 record: 47. SEC West: 28/T4th. 
Key losses: Antonious Bonner, FS; Alunds Brice, CB; Sid 
Carmichael, DE; Huck Ferguson, NG; Norman Hand, DT; 
James Holcombe, OT; Abdul Jackson, LB; Jeff Miler, OT; 
Roel Preston, WR; Stacy Wison, DE. 
Starters returning: Otfense (8): Ta'Bors Fisher, WR, 
5-8/170, Jr; Dou Innocent, FB, 6-1/210, Sr; Boyd Kitchen, T, 
6-4/285, Jr; Kris Mangum, TE, 65/255, J; Chris May, G, 6- 
2/285, Sx; Darrel Moncus, C, 6-2/280, St; Josh Nelson, OB, 
6-3/200, Sx; LeMay Thomas, WR, 5-10/175, St. Defense (4): 
Derek Jones, CB, §-9/170, Jr; Michael Lowery, LB (moved 
from $$), 6-1/215, St; David McGowan, E, 6-2/240, Jt; Nate 
Wayne, LB, 6-1/225, Soph. Kickers (2): Lonny Calicchio, P, 
6-2/230, Sx; Tim Mont, K, 511/182, 
‘Other key retumees: Ed Fotson, DT, St; vin Herman, DE, St; 
Skip Joye, OT, de; David Knot, FS, Sc; Shannon Provencher,G, 
‘dc; Mark Seth, RB, Sc; Fred Thomas, CB, Sc; Orando Trainer, 
DT, Jc; Kye Wicker, LB, Jk; Trey Wicker, DE, S. 

statistical leaders: Rushing: Innocent (182 att, 
910 yds. 4 TD); Passing: Nelson (308 att, 168 comp, 6 INT, 
15D, 2,028 yds); Recelving: Fisher (41 rec, 483 yds, 17D); 
Tackier: Lowery (80); Sacker: MoGowan (5.5) 
Top newcomers: Alshma Alexander, RB, Fr; Jason Cingan, 
WR, Fr; Darryl Gibbs, DT, Fr, (RS); Tavoris Gikey, CB, Fr. 
(RS); Artie Moore, RB, Jr. (RS/ransfer-Lovisiana State); 
Tutan Reyes, TE, Fr; Moris Scot, LB, Fr. (RS); Todd Wade, 
DL, Ft; Quentin Wilson, DL, Jt (JC). 
Site: Oxtord, Mss, Stadium: Vaught-Hemingway Stadium 
(4257) 
Last league ttle won: 1963, 


Sept. 2 —at Aubum 

Sept. 9 —indiana State Oct. 28 —Vanderbit 
Sept. 23 Georgia Nov, 4—at Memphis, 
Sept. 30 —at Florida Nov. 11 —at Louisiana St 
Oc. 7 —Tulane Nov, 25 —at Mississippi St. 


Oct, 14 —Arkansas (at Memphis, Tenn.) 


Charles Hollis covers the SEC for the 
Birmingham (Ala.) News. 


Now DETAILED BADGER NEWS 


Is IN THE BAG 


Free Duffel Bag With Your 
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SOUTHEASTERN 


Scouting tHe SEC 


Ascending: LSU. Gerry DiNardo will do 
what no Louisiana State coach has done 
since Mike Archer in 1988: guide the 
Tigers to a winning season. The former 
Vanderbilt coach inherits a team from 
Curley Hallman that is loaded with talent. 
Descending: Mississippi. Thanks to a 
four-year NCAA probation, Ole Miss is 
fading fast. There is no television this year 
and no bowl possibilities for the next two 
seasons. 

Nightmare schedule: Vanderbilt. 
What's Vandy thinking? New Coach Rod 
Dowhower gets welcomed to the SEC by 
hosting Alabama. The Commodores then 
travel to Notre Dame before hosting 
Texas Christian, a 94 bowl team. Vandy 
closes with a bang, too, traveling to 
Florida and Tennessee. 

Dream schedule: Alabama. The 
Commodores should hire Alabama's 
schedule-maker. The Crimson Tide 
leaves the state just three times, although 
its final in-state game is at Auburn. Still, 
"Bama has a cushy slate. Its toughest road 
dates are at Georgia on September 30 and 
at Ole Miss on October 21. 

Best matchup of the year: Florida State 
at Florida, November 25. The last episode 
saw the Seminoles beat the Gators in the 
Sugar Bowl. That tilt was supposed to be 
Steve Spurrier’s big moment of redemp- 
tion after his team blew a 31-3 fourth- 
quarter lead in the regular-season finale 
at Tallahassee to finish in an embarrass- 
ing 31-31 tie with the Seminoles. 

Worst matchup of the year: There are 
some real clunkers, like North Texas at 
Alabama on October 28 and Northern 
Illinois at Florida on November 4. But UT- 
Chattanooga at Auburn on September 9 
takes the cake. 

Shocker of the year: Tennessee at 
Florida, September 16. Look for the Vols 
to go to The Swamp and push around the 
Gators. If Spurrier is playing musical 
chairs with quarterbacks Danny 
Wuerffel and Eric Kresser, the Vols will 
win behind improving quarterback 
Peyton Manning, sensational junior-co- 
lege runner Travis Cozart and a maturing 
defense. 

Bowl bound: Pencil in Alabama, Florida, 
Auburn and Tennessee. South Carolina, 
Georgia, LSU and Arkansas also have a 
chance, 

Biggest shoes to fill: Georgia quarter- 
back Eric Zeier’s. Sophomore Mike Bobo 
is under the gun as he takes over for 
Zeier, one of the greatest passers in SEC 
history. 

Most underrated player: Mississippi 
State quarterback Derrick Taite. Taite, a 
junior, doesn't have many press clip- 
pings, but he finished sixth in the SEC 
and 30th in the nation in passing effi- 
ciency (132.7). 

Most overrated player: South Carolina 
quarterback Steve Taneyhill. Yes, 
Taneyhill cut his trademark ponytail and 
enjoyed a decent season under Coach 


HONOR ROLL 


RANKING THE RECRUITING 


Tennessee quarterback Peyton Manning will 
make a run for SEC Player of the Year honors. 


Brad Scott in 1994. Even so, good defen- 
sive teams seem to exploit Taneyhill more 
than he exploits them. 
Best head coach: Auburn's Terry 
Bowden. Bowden is 2-0 against Spurrier, 
whose team has played in the last two 
Sugar Bowls. Bowden also is 1-1 against 
Alabama's Gene Stallings, the most 
important measuring stick on The 
Plains. 
Best coaching staff: Alabama. The 
Crimson Tide may have the best pair of 
coordinators this side of the NFL in Bill 
Oliver, who runs the defense, and Homer 
Smith, who runs the offense. Also, 
"Bama's Mike Dubose has a superlative 
reputation for teaching defensive line- 
men. 
Coach on the hot seat: Georgia's Ray 
Goff. Vince Dooley has granted Goff a 
year to get the Bulldogs’ program back to 
where it was in the late 1980s. If Goff wins 
a couple of key home games against 
Alabama and Florida, the job is his until 
the next public outery. 
Best bets: Tennessee quarterback 
Peyton Manning will make a run for SEC 
Player of the Year honors. . . . Spurrier 
will play Captain Hook with his quarter- 
backs every time his team struggles to 
score... . Reidel Anthony, Ike Hilliard and 
Jacquez Green will emerge as Florida's 
big-play receivers. . . . Bill Curry will 
endure another disastrous season at 
Kentucky. . . . The SEC will lead the 
nation in attendance for the 15th consecu- 
tive year... Curry will fall to 0-12 against 
Auburn when the Wildcats host the 
Tigers on September 30. The streak 
includes seven losses when he coached at 
Georgia Tech, three when he was at 
Alabama and last year’s 41-14 loss. 
Odds and ends: Florida is looking to 
become just the second school in SEC 
history to win three consecutive outright 
league crowns. Alabama turned the trick 
from 1977-79. . . . Dowhower has spent 
much of his career in the NFL, working 
with the likes of Bill Walsh, Joe Gibbs, 
Don Coryell and George Seifert. As a 
result, run-oriented Vandy is about to hit 
the airways. . . . Talent-rich Florida will 
have a former walk-on, junior Tremayne 
Allen, starting at tight end... . By finish- 
ing 0-8 in the SEC last season, Kentucky 
has gone winless in league play twice 
under Curry, who went 0-7 in 1991... . 
Arkansas hasn't posted a winning record 
in the 1990s. The Razorbacks last finished 
better than .500 in 1989, when they went 
10-2 as a member of the Southwest 
Conference. . . . Tennessee went from 
feast to famine at quarterback. Last year, 
the Vols’ depth chart featured Jerry 
Colquitt, Todd Helton, Branndon Stewart 
and Manning. Now, Colquitt has graduat- 
ed, Helton quit to focus on baseball and 
Stewart transferred to Texas A&M. That 
leaves Manning and a couple of green- 
horns. 

—CHARLES HOLLIS 
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Boost your 
vertical jump 
5-10 inches. . . 
GUARANTEED! 


Plyometric training has been proven the most effective way to increase 
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Offensive strengths: Where to start? 
Bobby Engram, who won the inaugural 
Fred Biletnikoff Award as the nation’s top 
receiver, and Freddie Scott are the best 
receiving tandem in the country. Four 
starters, including guard Jeff Hartings, 
return from a line that figures to be the 
nation’s best. KiJana Carter, who paced the 
Big Ten in rushing and scoring, is gone, but 
plenty of talent remains in the backfield, 
including tailback Mike Archie. 
Offensivé weaknesses: Quarterback 
Wally Richardson is the likely replacement 
for Kerry Collins, but he is unproven. 
Richardson started one game as a fresh- 
man in 1992, redshirted in '93 and backed 
up Collins last season. Keith Olsommer will 
try to replace star tight end Kyle Brady. 
Defensive strengths: Injuries provided 
opportunities for many players in the sec- 
ondary last season. The result is that eight 
players with starting experience return, led 
by cornerback Brian Miller, who made four 
interceptions last season while leading the 
Big Ten with 15 passes broken up. 
Defensive weaknesses: The interior line 
and linebacking corps were hit hard by 
graduation, so new players must develop 
quickly, End Todd Atkins and tackle Eric 
Clair—both seniors—must be _ solid. 
Safeties Cliff Dingle and Kim Herring must 
recover from knee injuries that kept them 
out of spring practice, 
Special teams: Kicker Brett Conway 
should be one of the nation’s best. Last sea- 
son, he made a school-record 83.3 percent 
of his field goals (10 of 12) while also set- 
ting Big Ten standards in extra points made 
(62) and attempted (63). Punter Darrell 
Kania averaged 36.9 yards, but he'll be 
pushed by redshirt freshman Scott 
Stephens. Archie and Engram are danger- 
ous return men. 
Key to success: Last season, Penn State's 
offense arguably was one of the best in col- 
lege football history. The Nittany Lions set 
10 school records en route to a perfect sea- 
son. For Penn State to succeed in 1995, 
Richardson doesn't need to lead the Nittany 
Lions to an encore offensive explosion; he 
merely has to play well. The new defensive 
starters will have to mature quickly, but the 
offense should provide enough points to 
the pressure, 
Outlook: It’s difficult to find a good reason 
the Nittany Lions won't return to Pasadena. 
They simply have too many weapons. 
Coach Joe Paterno says: “I'm very con- 
cerned about our depth. You can't lose 
Carter, Brady and Collins without having a 
drop off offensively. 1 was hoping we'd 
make it up by being better defensively, 
We're getting better there, but we're not 
home yet.” 

NITTANY LIONS DATA 
Coach: Joo Paterno (269-69-3, 29 years). 
1994 record: 12:0 (beat Oregon in Rose Bow). Big Ten; B-Ot 
Key losses: Kyle Brady, TE; Kiana Carter, TB (declared for 


NFL drat); Kerry Colins, QB; Brian Gelzhelser, LB; Bucky 
Grocley, C; Chris Mazyck, DT; Jeff Perry, DE; Tony Pittman, 
CB; Willie Smith, LB; Vin Stewart, DT; Phil Yeboah-Kodie, LB. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Keith Conlin, T, 6-7/301, Sr. 
Bobby Engram, SE, 5-10/185, St; Jeff Hartings, G, 6-3/278, 


Sc; Freddie Soot, FL, 6-0/166, Jr; Jon Witman, FB, 6-233, 
Sr. Defense (4): Todd Atkins, E, 6-3/247, Sr; Cif Dingle, FS, 
5-10/184, Sr; Clint Holes, DB, 6-0/194, J; Brian Miler, CB, 


BIG TEN 


Conference Rank: 2 
By MARK MONTIETH 


PREDICTIONS 


ORDER OF FINISH 


1. PENN STATE 

2. MICHIGAN 

3. OHIO STATE 

4, ILLINOIS 

§. WISCONSIN 

6. IOWA 

7. INDIANA 

8. PURDUE 

9. MICHIGAN STATE 
10. NORTHWESTERN 
11. MINNESOTA 


Mammoth tackle Jon Runyan is the star of a 
deep Michigan offensive line. 


5.91178, J. Kickers (2): Brett Conway, K, 62/188, J; Darel 
Kania, P, 6-0/165, St. 

Other key returnees: Mike Archie, TB, St; Eric Cir, DT, Sc; 
Jason Colins, DB, Jt; Kim Herrin 

9, FS, Jr; Wayne Holmes, OT, St; Terry Klens, LB, Se; 
Brian King, FS, Sc; Brian Mine, FB, Sc; Brandon Noble, DT, 
st; Kelth Olsommer, TE, Jt; Stephen Pits, TB, Sr; Wally 
Richardson, Q8, Jr Chris Snyder, DE, Soph; Mark Tate, CB, 
Jt; David Thomas, DT, St; Bany Tialsch, C, J. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Archie (52 att, 303 
yds.,5 TD); Passing: Richardson (33 att, 16 comp, 0 INT, 
TD, 177 yds.); Recelving: Engram (52 rec., 1,029 yds., 7 TD); 
Tacker: Miler (60); Sacker, Atkins (6) 

Top newcomers: Curtis Enis, RB, Fr; Corey Jones, WR, Fr: 
Joo Nastasi, WR, Fr, (RS); Scot Stophons, P, Fr. (RS). 

Site: State College, Pa. Stadium: Beaver Stadium (93,987). 
Last league ttle won: 1994. 


Sept. 9 —Texas Tech Oct. 21 —at lowa 
Sept. 16 —Temple Oct, 28 Indiana 
‘Sept. 23 —at Rutgers: Nov. 4 —at Northwestem 
Sept. 30 —Wisconsin Nov. 18 Michi 
Oct. 7 —Ohio State Nov. 25 —at Michigan St. 


Oct. 14 —at Purdue 
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Offensive strengths: Michigan’s receiv- 
ing corps is one of the nation’s best. Amani 
Toomer (54 catches for a school-record 
1,096 yards) is one of college football's 
biggest stars. Tight end Jay Riemersma (33 
catches, 336 yards) is one of the Big Ten’s 
best. Mercury Hayes (36 catches, 589 
yards) would be the featured receiver on 
many teams. Mammoth tackle Jon Runyan 
and guard Joe Marinaro pace a deep line. 
It’s slashing-Tim Biakabutuka’s turn to be 
the Wolverines’ featured runner. 

Offensive weaknesses: Who's calling the 
shots? Quarterback Todd Collins is gone, 
and only senior Jason Carr has taken a snap. 
Redshirt freshman Scott Dreisbach enters 
the fall as the No. 1 quarterback, with sopho- 
more Brian Griese pushing him. Regardless, 
the next quarterback is unproven. 
Defensive strengths: Horn and Zenke- 
wicz. Sounds like a law firm, which is appro- 
priate because these two senior tackles 
Gason and Trent) mete out harsh justice to 
offenders. Horn had a team-high six sacks, 
caused three fumbles and registered 12 
tackles for loss. Zenkewicz had five sacks 
and a team-high 16 tackles for loss. Jarrett 
Trons heads a strong linebacking crew. 
Defensive weaknesses: Cornerback Ty 
Law’s early departure for the NFL dealt a 
blow to the secondary, which is led by free 
safety Chuck Winters and strong safety 
Clarence Thompson. Mega-recruit Charles 
Woodson could see action early at corner. 
Special teams: Remy Hamilton set school 
single-season records for field goals (25) 
and kicking points (101). Punter Kraig 
Baker averaged just 34.9 yards. Toomer is a 
deadly punt returner, and Hayes and Seth 
Smith, who tied for ninth in the nation with 
a 26-yard average, are elusive kickoff 
return men. Smith missed the spring as a 
disciplinary measure. 

Key to success: The receiving corps is out- 
standing, the offensive line is another brick 
wall with numbers on it and there's enough 
talent at running back to make Tyrone 
Wheatley’s departure nearly painless. But 
all this talent will be wasted if a competent 
quarterback doesn't emerge. Plus, no one 
knows how the players will react to the sud- 
den off-season resignation of Gary Moeller. 
Outlook: The Wolverines have a weird 
schedule. They agreed to play in the 
Pigskin Classic against Virginia on August 
26 because they got to play it at home, 
which made them avoid having to open the 
season at Illinois. Michigan has two open 
dates as well. But the fate of its season rides 
on its final two games: at Penn State and 
home against Ohio State. If the Wolverines 
win those contests, they could claim the Big 
Ten. If it stumbles, Michigan may be look- 
ing at a third consecutive 7-4 record and 
second-tier bowl bid. 

Interim Coach Lloyd Carr says: “Our 
kids understand that the tradition at 
Michigan is special. I think they under- 
stand the challenge that awaits them and I 
think they will respond accordingly.” 


WOLVERINES DATA 
Coach: Loyd Car (ist year). 
1994 record: 84 (beat Colorado State in Holiday Bow) 
Big Ten: 5/8. 
Key losses: Todd Colins, QB; Matt Dyson, LB; Che' Foster, 


FB (declared for NFL draft); Tony Henderson, MG; Trezelle 
Jenkins, OT (declared for NFL draft); Deon Johnson, CB; Ty 
Law, CB (declared for NFL draft); Seve Morrison, LB; Tyrone 
Wheatley, TB. 
Starters retuming: Offense (7): Thomas Guynes, T/G, 
6-5/299, Jr; Mercury Hayes, FL, 5-11/195, St; Joe Marinaro, 
G,6-4/290, Sr; Rod Payne, C, 6-4/288, Jr; Jay Riemersma, 
TE, 6-6/252, Sr; Jon Runyan, T (moved trom G), 6-8/299, Je; 
‘Amani Toomer, SE, 64/184, Sr. Defense (6): Jascn Hom, T, 
6-5/277, Sr; Jaret Irons, LB, 6-1/231, Jr; Trevor Pryce, 
‘OLB, 6-6/255, Jr; Clarence Thompson, SS, 6-1/190, Jr; 
‘Chuck Winters, FS, 6-0/182, Jr; Trent Zenkewicz, T, 6-670, 
St. Kickers (2): Kraig Baker, P,6-0/168, Soph.; Remy 
Hamiton, K, 6-0/196, Jc 
Other key returnees: Zach Adami G, Soph, Tim 
Blakabutuka, TB, J; Jason Carr, OB, Se; Ed Davis, TB, Sr; 
Cis Floyd, TEVFB, Soph ; Brian Griese, QB, Soph.; Woody 
Hankins, CB, Jr; Chris Howard, TB/FB, Soph; Seth Smith, 
\WRIKR, Soph; Glen Steele, OT/DE, Soph; Mike Sultan, OT, 
‘Sr; Rob Swett, ILB, Soph; Mike Vanderbeek, LB, J. 
(RSiene0). 
Returning statistical leaders: Pushing: Biakabutuka (126 
att, 783 yds., 7 TD); Passing: Cart (Batt, 2 comp, 1 INT, 
0D, 10 yds.); Receiving: Toomer (54 rec., 1,096 yds, 6 TD); 
Tackier: rons (115); Sacker: Hom (8). 
‘Top newcomers: Todd Brooks, WR, Fr. (RS); Tyrone 
Butterfield, WR, Fr. (RS); Mark Campbell, TE, Fr. (RS); Scott 
Dreisbach, OB, Fr. (RS); Juaquin Feazel, DT, Fr. (RS); Jon 
Jansen, OT, Fr. (RS); Chris Kurpeiis, OT, Soph. 
(transtecNotre Dame); Tim Laws, LB, Fr. (RS); Rasheed 
‘Simmons, LB, Fr. (RS); Chris Singletary, LB, Fr. (RS); Jerame 
Tuman, TE, Fr (RS); Charles Woodson, DB, Fr 
Site: Ann Arbor, Mich. Stadium: Michigan Stadium (102,501). 
Last league ttle won: 1922 
‘SCHEDULE 

‘Aug. 26 —Virginia (Pigskin Cl) Oct. 21 —at indiana 

Sept. 2 —at Ilinois Oct. 28—Minnesota 

Sopt. 9 —Momphis Nov. 4 —at Michigan St. 

Sopt. 16 —at Boston College Nov. 11 —Purdue 

Sept. 30 —Miami (Ohio) Nov. 18 —at Penn State 

Oct. 7—Northwesten Nov. 25 —Ohio State 


Offensive strengths: A trio of standouts— 
quarterback Bobby Hoying, tailback Eddie 
George and left tackle Orlando Pace—lead 
a group that includes eight returning 
starters. Hoying, who is 19-5-1 as a starter, 
is dangerous on the run and via the air. 
George can run between the tackles, but he 
has breakaway speed, too. Pace, the Big 
Ten’s Freshman of the Year, started from 
Day One and may be something very spe- 
cial. Keep an eye on receiver Dee Miller, a 
big-time freshman who redshirted last sea- 
son. Ohio State hopes its offense gets a 
boost from three new assistants, including 
former Memphis coach Chuck Stobart. 
Offensive weaknesses: Standout receivers 
Joey Galloway and Chris Sanders, along with 
All-America tackle Korey Stringer, leave big 
holes that can't be completely filled this year. 
Defensive strengths: Few teams can rival 
the Buckeyes’ line. Big Ten foes haven't fig- 
ured out how to stop ends Matt Finkes and 
Mike Vrabel. Both earned first-team AI-Big 
Ten honors last season, when they com- 
bined for 23 sacks and 40 tackles for loss. 
Nose tackle Luke Fickell is entering his 
third year as a starter. Cornerback Shawn 
Springs, an exceptional athlete who started 
every game as a freshman, is a rising star. 
Defensive weaknesses: Ohio State’s line- 
backing corps went from one of the nation’s 
best to chaos when Lorenzo Styles and 
Craig Powell opted to turn pro early. 
Linebackers Ryan Miller and Jerry 


Rudzinski may get a chance to make an 
impact. Also, three starters must be 
replaced in the secondary. Look for corner- 
back Ty Howard, strong safety Damon 
Moore and free safety Che Bryant to step in. 
Special teams: Kicker Josh Jackson, who 
hit 14 of 17 field-goal attempts, is accurate. 
Mike Malfatt kicks off and attempts long 
field goals, but he was 0 for 4 last year. 
Aside from replacing Galloway as a return 
man, the Buckeyes must find a punter. 
Keys to success: The offense needs to 
score a lot of points while the new defend- 
ers adapt. The key players must make it 
through a difficult non-conference sched- 
ule without sustaining major injuries. 
Outlook: The Buckeyes should match last 
season's 6-2 league record and go to their 
seventh consecutive bowl, but they lack the 
talent to win the title. Aside from a murder- 
ous non-league schedule, Ohio State opens. 
conference play at Penn State, which beat 
the Buckeyes, 63-14, last season, then goes 
to Wisconsin. Yikes. 
Coach John Cooper says: “We lost some 
very good football players, but we have some 
talented players ready to take their places.” 
BUCKEYES DATA 


Coach: John Cooper (54-26-4, 7 years; 196-66-6 overall, 18 


years). 

1994 record: 9-4 lost to Alabama in Carus Bow), Big Ten: 6- 
22nd. 

Key losses: Joey Galloway, SE; Marlon Kemer, CB; Tim 
Patilo, FS; Tto Paul, SS; Craig Powell, LB (declared for NFL 
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PRESEASON ALL-Big TEN TEAM 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


FIRST TEAM 


SECOND TEAM 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
OFFENSE: Lloyd Abramson, OB, Nothwostem 
DEFENSE: Charlos Woodson, DB, Michigan 
Pesta Mita eels ole 


COAGH OF THE YEAR 
Gary Bamett, Northwestemn 


rat); Chris Sanders, FL; Korey Stinger, OT (declared for 
NFL drat}; Lorenzo Styles, LB (decared for NFL drat). 
Starters returning: Offense (8): LeShun Daniels, G, 6- 
2/280, dr. Ede George, TB, 64227, Sr; Bodby Hoying, 
08, 6-4/223, Sr; DJ. Jones, TE, 6-425, 
T, 65820, Soph; Juan Porter, C, 
FB, 611/245, Soph; Jamie Sumner, 
(6): Grog Bolsa, LB, 6 
S«; Luke Fickell, tt Fnkes, E, 6-2258, Jr: 
Shawn Springs, CB, §-11/181, Soph; Mike Vrabel,E, 6- 
4260, J; Klckors (2): Mike Mallat, K,6-3210, Soph; Josh 
Jackson, K, 541/162, Jt, 
Other key returnees: Rickey Dudley, TE, Sr; Tery Glenn, FL, 
st; Erle Gohstin, OT, Soph; Ty Howard, CB, Jc; Ryan Mile, 
LB, Jr; Buster Tilman, SE, Jr; Lary Waldon, OT, Soph, 
Returning statistical leaders: Pushing: George (264 at. 
1,353 yds., 12 TD}; Passing: Hoying (274 at, 159 comp, 19 
INT, 17 TD, 2,155 yds); Recelving: Tilman (33 rec, 485 yds, 
2 TD); TacKlr: Fikes (71); Sacker, Finkes (11). 
Top newcomers: Che Bryant, FS, F. (RS); Roedell Dupree, 
LB, Soph. (Prop 48); Dee Miler, WR, Fr. (RS); Joo 
Montgomery, TB, Soph. (Prop 48); Damon Moore, SS, Fr. 
(RS); Jery Rudzinski, LB, Fr. (RS); Steve Wisniewski, TE, Fr. 
Site: Columbus, Ohio, Stadium: Ohio Stadium (93,103). 
Last league ttle won: 1995 (te). 
SCH 


Aug. 27 —Boston College Oct. 21 Purdue 
(E. Rutherford, NJ) Oct. 28 —lowa 


Sept. 16 —Washington Nov. 4—at Minnesota 
Sopt. 23 —al Pittsburgh Nov, 11 —linois 
Sopt. 30 —Notre Dame Nov. 18 Indiana 


Oct, 7 —at Penn State 
‘Oct,_14 —at Wisconsin 


Nov. 25 —at Michigan 


Offensive strengths: The Illini has the 
best quarterbacking duo in the conference 
in Johnny Johnson and Scott Weaver. 
Johnson's pass-efficiency rating of 137.6 
was the second-best in school history. 
Among returning Big Ten players, only 
Michigan’s Amani Toomer (54) caught 
more passes than rangy Jason Dulick (52). 
Ty Douthard and Robert Holcombe are 


K_._REMY HAMILTON, Michigan __6-01198 


SPECIALISTS 


solid backfield operatives. 

Offensive weaknesses: The line has just 
two returning starters, including center 
Chris Koerwitz. He must help improve a 
running game that ranked last in the Big 
Ten (130.7 yards per game). The departure 
of Ken Dilger, last season's offensive MVP, 
leaves a large hole at tight end. But coach- 
es think Matt Cushing can step in. 
Defensive strengths: Simeon Rice and 
Kevin Hardy are the best pair of outside 
linebackers in the nation. Both are presea- 
son All-Americas who figure to be high 
first-round picks in the 1996 NFL draft. 
Strong safety Tyrone Washington and free 
safety Antwoine Patton, the leader of the 
defense, are among the Big Ten’s best. 
Defensive weaknesses: Nose tackle Paul 
Marshall is the only returning starter on the 
line. The Illini’s run defense could suffer 
minus Butkus Award winner Dana Howard 
and John Holecek; Dennis Stallings and 
David James will try to fill the voids at inside 
linebacker. Trevor Starghill and Duane Lyle 
are the favorites to start at cornerback. 
Special teams: Punter Brett Larsen (40.6 
average) returns, as does kickoff specialist 
Bret Scheuplein. One of those two will have 
to replace the school’s all-time leading scor- 
er, Chris Richardson. Marquis Mosely 
again will run back punts, and Damien Platt 
figures to be Illinois’ top kickoff returner. 
Key to success: How well Coach Lou 
Tepper can blend four new assistants, who 
collectively should have a major impact— 
particularly offensive coordinator/offen- 
sive line coach Paul Schudel, the coach at 
Ball State the previous 10 seasons. He'll 
implement a balanced, pro-style offense. 
Outlook: Illinois has the look of a low-rank- 
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ing preseason Top 25 team that can 
advance in the polls if its lines hold—figu- 
ratively speaking, of course. The season 
opener against Michigan in Champaign will 
be bigger than big. If the Ilini beats the 
Wolverines and survives a difficult non-con- 
ference schedule without major injuries, it'll 
be poised for an eighth consecutive upper- 
division finish. 

Coach Lou Tepper says: “We'll have 70 
percent of the offense in by the fall, and 
hopefully we can execute that part of it well. 
The Michigan game is one we've always 
pointed to. They have an extra week of 
practice on us and a game, but we've got to 
use as many positives as we can. The only 
positive that jumps out is we'll get to see 
them once before we play.” 


FAGATING LATA 
Coach: Lou Tepper (18-17-1, 3 years). 
1904 record 75 et East Carina Ler Bow) 
Big Ton: 4-4/T5th 
Key losses: Derek Alen, G; Chad Copher, DT; Rebert 
Crumpton, CB; Ken Diger, TE; Jason Edwards, DT; Dana 
Howard, LB; John Holecek, LB; Jonathan Kerr, G; Chris 
Richardson, K; Jasper Strong, SE: Mike Suarez, OT; Scott 
Tumer, CB. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Ken Blackman, T, 66/297, 
Sr; Ty Douthard, RB, 6-1/206, J; Jason Dulick, FL, 6-5/197, 
dt Robert Holcombe, TB, 6-0/185, Soph,; Johnny Johnson, 
8, 6-1/208, Sr; Chris Koerwitz, C, 6-2/296, Jt. Defense (5): 
Kevin Hardy, LB, 6-4/240, Sr; Paul Marshall, NT, 6-254, Jr; 
Antwoine Patton, FS, 511/197, St; Simeon Rice, LB, 6= 
5/243, Sr. Tyrone Washington, SS, §-11/187, Sr, Kickers (1): 
Brett Larsen, P, 5-10/204, Sr. 
‘Other key returnees: Cyron Brown, DT, Soph; Matt 
Cushing, TE, Soph; Charles Edwards, G, Sr; David James, 
LB, Soph; Mikki Johnson, NT, Sx; Duane Lyle, CB, St; Tim 
MeCioud, DT, St; Marquis Mosely, WFVKR, J; Damien Plat, 
REVKR, Je; Bret Scheuplein, K, Soph.; Dennis Staings, LB, 
Jt; Trevor Starghl, CB, Soph; Scott Weaver, QB, Jt 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Douthard (179 att, 
765 yds, 9 TD}; Passing: Johnson (333 at, 198 comp, 


INT, 19 TD, 2495 yds.); Recelving: Duck (52 rec, 50 
yds., 6 TD); Tackler: Washington (93); Sacker: Rice (16). 
‘Top newcomers: Conrad Adams, TE, Fr (RS); Mack Jacobs, 
RB, Soph. (Prop 48); Maurce Lawrence, DT, Jt. (RSAC); 
George McDonald, SE, Fr, (RS); Ryan Schau, G, Fr. (RS). 
Site: Champaign, I. Stadium: Memorial Stadium (70,204). 
Last league title won: 1990 (te). 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —Michigan ‘Oct. 28 Northwestem 
Sept. 9 —at Oregon Nov. 4 —atlowa 
‘Sept. 18 —Avizona Nov. 11 —at Ohio State 


Offensive strengths: Darrell Bevell is the 
winningest quarterback in school history 
(21-10-2), not to mention the oldest (25 
years old) and the best. He has a talented 
target in sophomore wide receiver Tony 
Simmons, who set Big Ten freshman 
records for yardage (588) and touchdown 
catches (eight). The right side of the line is 
strong, thanks to tackle Jerry Wunsch and 
guard Steve Stark. 

Offensive weaknesses: The left side of the 
line must be replaced, along with star run- 
ning backs Brent Moss and Terrell 
Fletcher. Replacing Moss and Fletcher 
seems impossible, but the Badgers have 
two great prospects in Carl McCullough and 
Royce Roberson. One of the nation’s top 
prep players, McCullough played sparingly 
as a freshman in 1993 and redshirted last 
year, It's time for him to produce college 
press clippings. Ditto for Roberson, who 
also arrived in Madison amid massive hype. 
Wisconsin will look to gigantic Cayetano 
Castro to fill a colossal hole at left tackle. 
Defensive strengths: Linebackers Pete 
Monty and Eric Unverzagt have pro poten- 
tial, and end Tarek Saleh and tackle Jason 
Maniecki earned all-league recognition in 
their first year as starters. Bryan Jurewicz 
will team with Saleh to form a strong pass- 
rushing duo. They'll need to be good to 
replace tackle Mike Thompson, who left as 
Wisconsin's alltime sack leader. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary is 
starting from scratch, as all four starters 
and the top reserve are gone. Kevin 
Huntley, a freshman receiver last season, 
has first shot at free safety. LaMar 


Johnny Johnson's 1994 pass-efficiency rating 
of 137.6 was the second-best in Illinois history. 


Campbell and Jason Suttle, who each have 
started one game, are the top candidates at 
cornerback. 
Special teams: How strong is John Hall's 
leg? Well, 56 percent of his kickoffs weren't 
returned last season. He also hit 7 of 10 
field-goal attempts, including a career-long 
51-yarder at Colorado. Hall might punt, too, 
unless junior-college transfer Brian 
Alexander delivers as hoped. Wisconsin 
must find return men. 
Key to success: If McCullough and 
Roberson live up to expectations, they'll 
offer balance to an attack that could rely too 
much on Bevell's arm. The balance of 
Wisconsin's attack will be tested early, as the 
Badgers open the season at home against 
Colorado before traveling to Stanford. 
Outlook: The Badgers, wildly inconsistent 
last season, should be more stable this year 
if Bevell remains healthy. Opening the Big 
Ten season at Penn State won't help, but 
look for improvement from last season's 4- 
3-1 league record. 
Coach Barry Alvarez says: “The way we 
ended last season (three consecutive victo- 
ries, including 34-20 over Duke in the Hall 
of Fame Bowl) had a lot to do with how we 
practiced this spring and should give us a 
springboard into the season. We've got a 
wide-eyed group that wants to do things our 
way. They have a great attitude.” 

ERS DATA 
Coach: Barry Alvarez (2827-2, 5 years). 
1994 record: 7-4-1 (beat Duke in Hall of Fame Bow). Big 
Ten: 4-3-1/4th. 
Key losses: Donny Brady, CB; Jamel Brown, SS; J.C. 
Dawkins, FL; Lee DeRamus, WA (declared for NFL draft); 
Terrell Fletcher, TB; Kenny Gales, CB; Chris Hein, LB; Jett 
Messenger, FS; Brent Moss, TB; Cory Raymer, C; Michael 
Roan, TE; Joe Rudolph, G; Mike Thompson, DT; Sam Veit, P; 
Mike Verstegen, OT, 
Starters : Offense (5); Darrel Bavell, OB, 6-2/197, 
‘Sr, Ron Johnson, FB, 6-1/220, Sr; Tony Simmons, FL, 
62/194, Soph; Steve Stark, G, 6-9/284, Sr; Jemry Wunsch, T, 
6-6/315, dt. Defense (5): Bryan Jurewicz, E, 6-5/261, Jt; 
Jason Maniecki, T, 65/290, Se; Pete Monty, LB, 6-2/231, Jr; 
‘Tarek Saleh, E, 6-3/229, J; Eric Unverzagt, LB, 6-2/235, Sr. 
Kickers (1): John Hall, K, 6-3/215, J. 
Other key returnees: Lahtar Campbell, CB, Soph; Cayetano 
Castro, OT, Jr; Pete Diatelev, LB, Jr; Kevin Huntey, WR 
(wil move to FS), Soph.; Carl McCullough, TB, Soph. (RS); 
‘Matt Nyquist, TE, St; Royce Roberson, TB, Soph; Jason 
‘Suttle, CB, Soph.; Reggie Torian, FL, Soph. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Roberson (59 at. 
303 yds, 2 TD); Passing: Bevell (231 att, 139 comp. 10 INT, 
17 TD, 1,544 yds.); Simmons (22 rec, 588 yds, 
8 TD); Tackler: Monty (131). Sacker: Saleh (7), 
‘Top newcomers: Brian Alexander, P, ur (JC); Aaron Gibson, 
OL, Fr; Cecil Martin, FB, Fr. (RS); Trey Miler, DB, Fr; 
Leonard Taylor, SS, Fr. (RS). 
Site: Madison, Ws. Stadium: Camp Randall Stadium (76,027) 
Last league ttle won: 1993 (to). 


Offensive strengths: Sedrick Shaw and 
Tavian Banks provide a double threat at 
running back. Shaw became the second 
sophomore in school history to rush for 
more than 1,000 yards and Banks averaged 
7.3 yards per carry as a freshman. Injuries 
wreaked havoc with the quarterback spot 
last year. The misfortune allowed Ryan 
Driscoll, who started the first six games 
before his season ended with a shoulder 


injury, and Matt Sherman, who was side- 
lined with a foot injury before starting the 
last two contests, to see significant duty, 
which bolsters the team’s 1995 prospects. 
Iowa thinks Scott Slutzker is as good as any 
tight end in the Big Ten. Guard Matt Purdy 
and center Casey Wiegmann are the stars 
ofa solid line. 
Offensive weaknesses: Major holes must 
be filled in the receiving corps and at fullback. 
Utility man Tim Dwight, who played running 
back, cornerback and on special teams, is 
being tried at receiver, where he'll join speedy 
holdovers Demo Odems and Willie Guy. 
Rodney Filer may start at fullback. 
Defensive strengths: The secondary is the 
backbone of this unit, which boasts plenty of 
athleticism and depth. Hayden Fry thinks 
it’s the fastest group of defensive backs he 
has had in Iowa City. Redshirt freshman cor- 
nerback Eric Thigpen, considered one of 
Towa’s top prospects, could start. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Hawkeyes, 
who are moving from a 4-3 to a 5-2 align- 
ment, lack depth along the line. Tackle 
Chris Webb is good—when healthy—and 
noseguard Lloyd Bickham has big-play 
potential, But the root of lowa’s problems in 
recent seasons has been its inability to stop 
the run. The Hawkeyes are counting heavi- 
ly on former prep All-America Vernon 
Rollins, a redshirt freshman linebacker, and 
linebacker Marcus Montgomery, a junior- 
college transfer who had to sit out 1994 
because of academic shortcomings, to stiff- 
en the run defense. The return of line- 
backer Bobby Diaco, the leader of the 
defense, is welcomed. 
Special teams: Nick Gallery has given 
Towa something it’s lacked in recent sea- 
sons: a decent punter. He has a career 41.3- 
yard average. Brion Hurley, who kicked off 
all season, assumed field-goal duties at mid- 
season and finished strong. Regardless, the 
Hawkeyes (4 of 10 on field goals) must 
improve their kicking. Dwight and Banks 
excel as return men. 
Keys to success: Avoiding injuries, for a 
change, will help Iowa, which finished 1994 
with a bang. Sherman revived the offense 
by coming off the bench to spark Iowa to a 
tie at Purdue and subsequently lead it to 
season-ending victories over Northwestern 
and Minnesota. The Hawkeyes look to build 
on that momentum, but progress will be 
minimal unless the run defense improves. 
Outlook: The Hawkeyes, a combined 16- 
18-1 the past three seasons, will get fat on a 
non-conference slate that _ includes 
Northern Iowa, Iowa State and New 
Mexico State. Iowa also catches a break by 
not playing Michigan. It looks like 
Hawkeyes fans can make postseason 
plans—but it won't be a major bowl bid. 
Coach Hayden Fry says: “We'll have an 
exciting, explosive offense capable of mak- 
ing big plays. There's no doubt defense is 
where we need the most improvement, and 
that’s our biggest concern. One thing is for 
sure: You're going to see some new wrin- 
kles in both our offense and defense.” 
HAWNEYES DATA 
Coach: Hayden Fry (116-69-6, 16 years; 205-158-10 overal, 
3 


years). 
1994 record: 5-5-1, Big Ten: 3-4-1/7th. 
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Key losses: Pat Boone, SS; Anthony Dean, FL; Fitz 
Fequiere, G; otn Harti, LB; Harold Jasper, SE; Kent Kahl, 
FB; Brian MeCullouch, OT; Bo Porter, FS; Mark Roussel, TE: 
Parker Wideman, OT. 

Starters retuming: Offense (5) Matt Purdy, G, 62270, Sr: 
Sedrick Shaw, RB, 6-1/200, Sherman, OB, 6-3/181, 
Soph; Ross Verba, T, 6/285, Jt; Casey Wiegmann, C, 6 
2/285, Sr. Defense (7): George Bennett LB, 61/235, St 
Bobby Diaco, LB, 6-2/228, Sr.; Bil Ennis-Inge, E, 6-5/245,, 
Tom Knight, CB, 5-11/180, Jr.; Jon LaFleur, T, 6-3/275, Soph 
Damien Robinson, CB (wil move to FS), 6-2/200, Jr; Chris 
Webs, T, 6-4/273, St. Kickers (1): Nick Gallery, P, 64/225, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Tavian Banks, RB, Soph.; Loyd 
Bickham, NG, Sr; Kery Cooks, FS, Soph. Ryan Driscol, 


Rodney a 
ofl, G, Soph; Wilie Guy, WR, St; Brion Hurley, K, Je; Chris 
Jackson, SS, Sr; Aaron Kooiker, OT, Sr; Demo Odems, WR, 
st; Sool Slutzke, TE, Se 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Shaw (170 at, 
1,002 yds., 7 TD); Passing: Driscoll (154 att, 78 comp., 8 
INT, 3TD, 1,018 yds, Recelving: Slutzker (27 rec, 379 yds., 
2 TD); TacKlr: Diaco (116); Sacker: Webb (4) 
Top newcomers: Corey Brown, DL, Fr: Raj Ciark, LB, Fr; 
Tarig Holman, DB, Fr; Doug Miler, RB, Fr; Marcus 
Montgomery, LB, Sx (C/academics); Vernon Rolins, LB, Fr. 
(RS); Enc Thigpen, CB, Fr. (RS). 
Site: lowa City, lowa, Stadium: Kinnick Stadium (70,397). 
Last league ttle won: 1990 (te). 
SCHEDULE 
Sept. 9 —Northem iowa Oct. 28 —at Ohio State 
Sept. 16 —atlowa State Nov. 4 —Hlinois 


Sept. 30 —New Mexico State Nov. 1! —at Northwestem 
Oct. 7 —at Michigan State Nov. 18 ~at Wisconsin 


Oct. 14 Indiana Nov. 25 —Minnesota 
Oct 21 Penn State 
Offensive strengths: Balance should tip 


the scales in the Hoosiers’ favor. Tailback 
Alex Smith set a Big Ten freshman record 
by rushing for 1,475 yards, the third-high- 
est total by a freshman in NCAA history. 
He'll run behind a line that features three 
returning starters, including center Jay 
Seib and tackle Clay Williams. Strong- 
armed Chris Dittoe is a prototype NFL sig- 
nal-caller: a 6-foot-6 passer who is accurate, 
He came off the bench to throw for 279 
yards and four touchdowns against then- 
No. 1 Penn State. Indiana thinks tight end 
Ben Klusmeyer could blossom. 

Offensive weaknesses: Dittoe needs 
someone to take advantage of his strong 
arm. Ajamu Stoner is the best target and 
Eric Matthews shows potential. More must 
emerge. Depth at quarterback and tailback 
is shaky, 

Defensive strengths: The secondary 
allowed foes to complete a league-high 64.4 
percent of its passes but should be much- 
improved with the move of Eric Smedley, 
Indiana's best defender, from cornerback to 
free safety and the development of sopho- 
more cornerbacks Joey Eloms and Joe 
King. The line is loaded with veterans, 
including potential star end Nathan Davis. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Hoosiers have 
a hole in the middle of their defense where 
the linebackers belong. All three starters— 
including team MVP Alfonzo Thurman— 
from last season are gone, and one of the top 
candidates to start (amie Baisley) missed 
most of spring practice with a broken toe. 
This group is not only unproven, it’s under- 
sized. Consequently, Indiana may have to 
play one or more ofits ballyhooed true fresh- 
men linebackers: Bryan Bobay, Al Phillips 
and Jabar Robinson. 

Special teams: Kicker Bill Manolopoulos 
was All-Big Ten in 1993 but slipped last sea- 
son, when he made just 6 of 11 field-goal 


attempts and had a long of just 37 yards. 
Look for a two-headed punter, with Michael 
Irving getting long-ball duty and Will Horn 
handling the short stuff. Matthews will run 
back kickoffs, but a punt returner must be 
found. 
Keys to success: The offensive line must 
be able to ignite the talents of Smith and 
Dittoe. And Smith and Dittoe must remain 
healthy, because there are no experienced 
backups behind the duo. Also, a group of 
linebackers must emerge. 
Outlook: Indiana's offense could be one of 
the best in school history. It will have to be 
to make up for the defense. The Hoosiers 
won't beat teams, they'll have to outscore 
them. All in all, this is a solid team that is a 
year away from making noise. A typically 
soft non-league schedule could guarantee 
the Hoosiers their eighth winning season in 
the past 10 campaigns. 
Coach Bill Mallory says: “We're more 
seasoned and we've got more firepower on 
offense. But we have to get our defense and 
kicking game to where it was two years 
ago. Linebackers are the big concern, but 
we're much better in the backfield.” 
HOOSIERS DATA 


Coach: Bil Mallory (63-61-3, 11 years; 162-113-4 overall, 25 


years) 

1994 record: 6-5. Big Ten: 3-S/TBth. 

Key losses: Eddie Baety, WA; Lance Brown, FS; Jim 
iGuillo, P; Troy Drake, OT, Andrew Greene, G; Tom 
McKinnon, TE; John Paci, QB; Chris Smith, OT; Derrick 
‘Terrell, LB; Alfonzo Thurman, LB; Trevor Wilmot, LB. 
Starters returning: Otfense (6): Stove Lee, FB, 6-1/255, Jr; 
‘Tom Lukawski, G, 6-2/282, Jr; Eric Matthews, WR, 6-0/175, 
‘Sr; Jay Selb, C, 6-6/285, Jr; Alex Smith, TB, 6-0/202, Soph; 
Clay Williams, T, 6-6/289, Sr. Defense (6): Nathan Davis, E, 
6-5/265, Jr; John Hammerstein, T, 6-3/249, Sr; Kris Mucci, 
CB, 5-11/183, Jr; Louis Pinnock, E, 6-1/250, Sr.; Erie 
‘Smedley, CB (wil move to FS), 5-11/195, St; Aaron 
Warnecke, SS, 6-1/192, Soph. Kickers (1): Bil 
Manolopoulos, K, §-10/160, J 


(QB, Jr; Joey Eloms, FS (wil move to CB), Soph; Will Hom, 
WRP, Sr; Joe King, C8, Soph; Ben Klusmeyer, TE, Soph; 
(Chris Liwienski, OT, Soph.; Eli Rasheed, DT, Sr; Ajamu 
Stoner, WR, Jt; Matt Surface, LB, J. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Smith (265 att, 
1,475 yds., 10 TD); Passing: Dittoe (107 att., 58 comp., 1 INT, 
6 TD, 631 yds.) Receiving: Stoner (29 rec., 409 yds, 4 TD); 
Tackler: Wamecke (56); Sacker: Davis (3). 
‘Top newcomers: Bryan Bobay, LB, Fr.; Michael Irving, P, Fr. 
(RS); Eugene Jones, RB, Fr.; Chris Mann, G, Fr; Randy 
Maxwell, TE, FAI Philips, LB, Fr; Jabar Robinson, LB, Fr; 
Kywin Supemaw, SS, Jr. (JC). 
Site: Bloomington, Ind. Stadium: Memorial Stadium (52,354). 
Last league title won: 1967 (te). 

SCHEDULE 
Sept. 9 —Western Michigan Oct. 21 —Michigan 
Sept. 18 —Kentucky Oct. 28 —at Penn State 


Sept. 23 —Southem Miss Nov. 11 —Michigan State 
Sept. 30 —at Northwestem Nov. 18 —at Ohio State 
Oct 7 —Hinois Now, 24 Purdue 

Oct. 14 —at lowa 


8. PURDUE 


Offensive strengths: The ground game, 
paced by Mike Alstott, should leave defend- 
ers with a run-down feeling. Alstott, consid- 
ered the top fullback in the nation, became 
the first Purdue player since 1976 and only 
the fourth in school history to run for more 
than 1,000 yards (1,188) in a season. And 
the big bull can catch and block, too. The 
tailback position will be deep if senior 
Corey Rogers, the 1991 Big Ten Freshman. 
of the Year, is academically eligible. The 
line, a specialty of Coach Jim Colletto, 
returns three starters. 
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Offensive weaknesses: Spindly Craig 
Allen is a proven receiver, but the rest of the 
corps must catch on fast. The health of quar- 
terbacks Rick Trefzger (knee surgery) and 
Billy Dicken (dislocated throwing shoulder) 
is a concern, and the line lacks depth. 
Defensive strengths: The way this unit 
has performed the past two seasons, it's 
hard say it has any strengths. Purdue bills 
its linebacking crew as one of the Big Ten’s 
best. We shall see. The unit figures to be 
athletic and quick, headed by rising star 
Chike Okeafor and Aaron Hall. Tackle Jon 
Krick plays all out all the time. 

Defensive weaknesses: How bad were 
the Boilermakers in 1994? They finished 
105 out of 107 I-A schools in total defense 
by allowing 471.3 yards per game. 
Considering that, it’s amazing Purdue won 
four games and tied two others. The Boilers 
were forced to play too many youngsters in 
the secondary, but the line did little to help 
matters. Eight starters return. It's unknown 
if that’s good or bad. 

Special teams: Punter Rob Deignan, who 
ranked third in the conference with a 41- 
yard average, is one of the best in the Big 
Ten. Kicker Brad Bobich, who hit 6 of 12 
field-goal attempts, must improve his range 
and consistency. Allen is a return threat. 
Keys to success: Trefzger and Dicken must 
be healthy, Regardless, if the defense isn't 
better, the Boilermakers will see their string 
of consecutive losing seasons reach 11, 
Outlook: The Boilermakers were on the 
verge of a major breakthrough last season. 
‘They started 4-1 and were 4-2-2 entering 
their final three games, but injuries and a 
lack of depth took their toll. It won't take 
Purdue long to see if its defense has 
improved, as it opens the season at West 
Virginia and then hosts Notre Dame. Even 
if the Boilers are better, it may not be 
reflected in their record, thanks to their typ- 
ically tough schedule. 

Coach Jim Colletto says: “Our defense 
should be much better. We've improved the 


Thanks to fullback Mike Alstott, Purdue's 
ground game could leave foes run-down. 


toughness of our team, We have some good 
young players who are tough guys. We're 
hitting better.” 


Coach: Jim Colt (13-292, 4 years; 30-67-3overl 9 years). 
1994 record: 45-2, Big Ten: 2-42/TBh 

Key losses: Mike Cardona, OT; Bart Conley, LB 
(transferCincinnat Ryan Grigson, OT; John Jackson, CB; 
Matt Kingsbury, DE: Burt Thomton, SE. 

Starters retuming: Offense (8): Craig Alen, FL, 61/175, 
Sr; Mike Aisttt, FB, 61/241, St; Damon Lewis, G, 62/340, 
Jt; Corey Rogers, TB, 510720, Sr; Chris Sedors, G (wil 
move to C), 6-4/277, St; Chatie Stophens, TE, 64/247, St; 
Fick Tretager, 0B, €-2/204, J; Emmett Ziel, C (will move to 
G), 6:9/285, J. Defense (8): Derrick Brown, CB, 59/170, 
Soph; Mike Burchfield, E, 65/253, J; Joe Hagins, FS (will 
ave to LB), 60/204, Jr; Aaron Hall, LB, 61/235, 
Johnson, SS, 5-11/194, Sophy; Jon Knick, T, 62/287, St; 
Chike Okeator, LB, 6-5/237, Soph; Jayme Washel,T, 6 
2/270, St. Kickers (2): Brad Boblch, K, 61/214, Sr; Rob 
Deignan, P,6-4217, Sr 

Other key returnees: Lee Brush, FS, Soph. Bily Dicken, 
08, Soph ; Scott Green, TE, Sr, (RS/acedemics); Ale Hil, 
OT, Sr; Damell Howard, DE, Jr; Ben Metzger, DT, Sr; Edwin 
Watson, TB, Soph. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Alstot (202 at, 
41,188 yds., 14 TD); Passing: Tretzgor (131 att, 74 comp, 
GINT, 37D, 1,137 yds); Receiving: Alsttt (23 roc, 298 yds, 
07D); Tackle: Hall (109); Sacker: Howard (4) 

‘Top newcomers: Mark Bigonger, OT, ut (IC); Willa 
Burroughs, SS, Fr. (RS); Wayno Finchum, OL, Fr; Wayne 
Francs, DB, Soph, (JC); Chad Manning, OT, ur (JC); John 
Reeves, QB, Soph. (Prop 48); Derick Winston, CB, Jt (JC). 
Site: West Lafayette nd. Stadium: Ross-Ade Stadium (67,861, 
Last league ttle won: 1967 (te). 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—al West Virginia Oct, 21 —at Ohio State 


Sept. 9 —Notre Dame Nov. 4—Wisconsin 
Sept. 23 —Michigan State Nov, 11—at Michigan 
Sopt. 30 —Ball Stato Nov, 18 Northwestern 
Oct, 7—atMinnesota Nov. 24 —at Indiana 
Oct, 14 Penn Stato 


§. MICHIGAN STATE 
Offensive strengths: The “skill position” 
players live up to their tit jig Tony Banks, 
who boasts the best passing-efficiency rat- 
ing (143.1) of any returning league signal- 
caller, is one of the Big Ten’s premier quar- 
terbacks. Tailback Duane Goulbourne and 
fullback Scott Greene are among the best in 
the Big Ten at their positions. The receiving 
corps, paced by Nigea Carter and Muhsin 
Muhammad, is solid, too. 

Offensive weaknesses: Guard Bob 
Denton is the only returning starter on the 
line. Highly regarded Flozell Adams figures 
to start at one tackle spot. Dave Mudge 
may secure the other tackle slot, with Matt 
Beard at center. 

Defensive strengths: The Spartans, who 
will switch to a 4-3 alignment under Coach 
Nick Saban, have two standout linebackers 
in Reggie Garnett and Ike Reese as they 
look to improve a unit that ranked last in the 
Big Ten in rushing defense (256.8 yards per 
game). To accommodate the new defensive 
scheme, Yakini Allen has moved from line- 
backer to tackle. Cornerback Demetrice 
Martin was a first-team all-conference selec- 
tion by the coaches last season. 

Defensive weaknesses: All three starters 
from last season's line are gone, and the 
switch to a four-man front puts an even 
greater premium on finding replacements. 
Tackles Chris Smith and Robert McBride, 
along with end Orion Hayes, look to make 
an impact. Junior-college standout Jabbar 
Threats and true freshman Desmond 
‘Thomas could offer immediate help on the 
line. The secondary is thin as well, but free 


safety Luke Bencie, strong safety Brian 
Echols and redshirt freshman cornerback 
Amp Campbell should shore up the unit. 
Special teams: Punter Chris Salani (38.8- 
yard average) and kicker Chris Gardner 
(14 of 21 field goals) are solid but not spec- 
tacular. Derrick Mason, who led the league 
with a 26.8-yard average on kickoff returns, 
is the Big Ten’s most-feared return man. 
Key to success: The offensive and defen- 
sive lines will determine the fate of 
Michigan State. 
Outlook: Saban, who comes to East 
Lansing after spending the past four sea- 
sons as the defensive coordinator of the 
Cleveland Browns, will inject new spirit into 
a program that needs a lift after 12 seasons 
under George Perles. It will take Saban, 
Michigan State's defensive coordinator 
from 1983-87, and his staff awhile to get 
acclimated to the personnel. Everyone bet- 
ter adapt quickly, however, as the Spartans 
open the season against Nebraska. It looks 
like a rebuilding year for Michigan State. 
Coach Nick Saban says: “We don't have 
enough experience, quality or numbers of 
linemen on either side of the ball. And I 
think we need more defensive players. 
When you take over a program, all you can 
do is take the players you have and try to 
develop the kind of attitude you think is 
necessary to win.” 
SANT OAT 
Coach: Nick Saban ({st yea 
1994 record: 5-6, Big Ten: 4-4/TSth. 
Key losses: Mark Birchmeier, C; Stan Callender, CB; Matt 
Christensen, LB; Mill Coleman, FL; Brad Costello, KR; Colin 
Cronin, G; Brian DeMarco, OT; Juan Hammonds, DE; Shane 
Hannah, OT; Aaron Jackson, NT; Damian Manson, SS; Bob 
Organ, TE; Dale Person, DT. 
Starters returning: Offense (5): Tony Banks, OB, 6-6/225, 
St; Nigoa Carter, FL, 63/185, Jt; Bob Denton, G, 6-5/200, 
Sr; Duane Goulbourne, TB, 5-9/189, Sr.; Scott Greene, FB, 
5-11/227, Sr, Defense (5): Yakini Allen, T (moved from LB), 6- 
2/245, St; Reggie Gamett, LB, 62/225, Jr; Demetrice Matin, 
CB, 5-9/180, Sr; Ike Reese, LB, 64218, Soph.; Robert 
Shurelds, FS, 6-2/180, St. Kickers (2): Chris Gardner, K, 5 
10/180, Soph,; Chris Salani,P, 6-1/226, Sr. 
‘Other key returnees: Flozell Adams, OT, Soph; Matt Beard, C, 
Jt; Luke Bencie, FS, St; Bran Echols, SS, Jr; Orion Hayes, DE, 
Sr; dosh Keur, TE, Soph; Derick Mason, FUKR, J; Robert 
McBride, DT, Sr; Dave Mudge, OT, Soph; Muhsin Muhammad, 
FL, Sr; Car Reaves, LB, Jt; Mare Renaud, TB, Jr; Chris Smith, 
DT, Jt; Don Walker, G, Soph; Marvin Wright, LB, J, 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Goulboure (214 
at, 930 yds., 8 TD); Passing: Banks (298 att, 145 comp., 6 
INT, 14.70, 2,040 yds.); Receiving: Greene (42 rec, 452 yds, 
37D); Tackier: Reese (22); Sacker; Reese (3) 
Top newcomers: Amp Campbell, CB, Fr, (RS); Kenny 
Carrington, WR, Fr; Davario Carter, DL, Fr; Tyrone 
Crenshaw, TB, Fr. (RS); Elroy Reese, TE, Jr, (transfer/UNLV); 
Desmond Thomas, DL, Fr.; Jabbar Threats, DL, Jr. (JC). 
Site: East Lansing, Mich, Stadium: Spartan Stadium (73,000), 
Last league title won: 199 
by] 

Sept. 9 Nebraska 

Sopt. 16 —at Louisville 

Sept. 23 —at Purdue 

‘Sept. 30 —Boston College 

Oct. 7 —lowa 

Oct, 14 —at linais 


10_ NORTHWESTERN 
Offensive strengths: Tailback Darnell 
Autry gave an exciting sneak preview of his 
potential by rushing for 171 yards on 39 car- 
ries in the season finale at Penn State. He'll 
be the axle on which this offense will turn. 
Autry will have the luxury of running 
behind a line headed by standout center 


Oct. 21 —Minnesota 
Oct. 28 —at Wisconsin 
Nov. 4 Michigan 
Nov. 11 —at indiana 
Nov, 25 Penn State 


Continued 


BU ANINIGIOUESION 


Why did Simeon Rice 
return for senior year? 


s Simeon Rice's college football 
progressed, the persistent 
question made his ears ring: Would you 
leave school early to play in the NFL if 
you had the opportunity? 
Rice's answer: “In a heartbeat. A 
heartbeat.” 

After last season, Rice found himself 
making the very decision that would 
make his inner cash register ring, But 
after much soulsearching, he blinked. 
The hard-charging outside linebacker, 
‘who is just three sacks short of becom- 
ing the Big Ten’s all-time leader after pac- 
ing the league with 16 in '94, decided to 
return to Illinois for his senior season. 

Rice wrestled with his decision 
throughout much of the winter and 
delayed his announcement until 
January 11, the final day for under 
classmen to announce their intention, 
He didn’t make up his mind until that 
morning. As proof of his uncertainty, 
he had not yet registered for second- 
semester classes; no need to enroll if | 
you're going to drop outright away, 

Rice (@foot-5, 243 pounds) ultimately 
stayed because he wasn't convinced he 
would be among the first five picks. 
Many people told him he would be. | 
Noted draft analyst Mel Kiper even 
called to tell him he thought he would 
go No, 1. But Illinois Coach Lou Tepper 
said his research indicated Rice would 
go around the middle of the first round. 

Rice decided to play it safe. One 
more season should only improve his 
chance of being among the elite picks. 

“L was sure of what I had, but I was 
unsure of the unknown,” he said. 

Rice, who is on track to get his degree 
in December, surprised many people 
around Champaign with his decision. 
Even most members of the student body 
couldn't understand how he could turn 
down a likely million-dollar contract. 

“Most everybody I talked to said they” 
thought I should go out,” said Rice, 
Chicago native whose mother is a spe 
cial education teacher and whose fathi 
works for Ford. “They said, ‘You've wo 
the lottery. Turn your ticket in’ 

“They didn't understand how I could 
turn down the money, But it's not turn- 
ing anything down, it's investing. It's 
compounding interest for another year, 
When I get it, Ill get ittenfold.” 

Rice says he to lead linois to a 
Rose Bowl victory in his final season, but 
that isn’t all. He also wants to set a standard 
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Rob Johnson and star guard Ryan Padgett. 
Thanks to Shane Graham, Northwestern 
has no concerns at tight end. 

Offensive weaknesses: An offense can't 
move with a broken axle. Autry better not 
get hurt, because no proven replacement. 
parts are available. A fullback to grease the 
path also is needed. The receivers lack 
experience, but the unit has potential. 
Defensive strengths: Go ahead, try and go 
deep on ‘em. Free safety William Bennett 
(three interceptions, five passes broken up, 
100 tackles) and cornerback Chris Martin 
(66 tackles, two passes broken up, two fum- 
ble recoveries) are among the Big Ten's 
best. Cornerback Rodney Ray (13 passes 
broken up) can play, too, and other talent is 
rising. The linebacking should be solid, 
thanks to veteran tackling machine Danny 
Sutter and intense Geoff Shein. 

Defensive weaknesses: When the line 
gets drawn in the turf, can this one stand up 
to the challenge? Some decent prospects 
are in the wings, but tackle Matt Rice is the 
only standout. Northwestern's ballyhooed 
‘secondary was part of a unit that ranked last 
in the Big Ten in pass defense (148.3 yards 
per game), Draw your own conclusions, 
Special teams: Punter Paul Burton led the 
Big Ten with a 43-yard average and is one of 
the nation’s best. Kicker Sam Valenzisi hit 13 
of 19 field-goal attempts (including two of 
more than 50 yards) and has hit 35 consecu- 
tive extra points, one short of the school 
record, Brian Musso is a solid punt returner. 
He ran one back for a touchdown and aver- 
aged nine yards per return, Marcel Price 
may be Northwestern's kickoff returner, 
Keys to success: Tim Hughes started the 
first eight games at quarterback last season 
and Steve Schnur started the final three. 
But they both might become backups 
behind redshirt freshman Lloyd Abramson 
or sophomore Chris Hamdorf. If one of 
them improves the position, the Wildcats 
should have their best team in years. But 
Northwestern has to play better defense if 


y, 


Northwestern free safety William Bennett was a pain in the back to 
foes last year, when he had three interceptions and 100 tackles. 


it ever hopes to reach the upper division. 
Outlook: Northwestern hasn't posted a 
winning record since 1971. Don't look for 
the Wildcats to finish above .500 in 1995, 
but this edition might come closer than any 
in recent years. Optimism abounded in 
Evanston during the spring, as Coach Gary 
Barnett continues to recruit well and build 
a program with a solid framework, 
Coach Gary Barnett says: “We're look- 
ing to recapture our passing game that we 
had in the 1992 and 1993 seasons with a 
new set of receivers. We'll improve our 
defense. | really believe we'll have a chance 
to have a good defense—one that will allow 
us to have a breakthrough season.” 

WILDCATS DATA 
Coach: Gary Bamett (8-24-1, 3 years; 16-35-2 overall, 5 years). 
1994 record: 3-7-1. Big Ten: 2-6/10th. 
Key losses: Todd Baczek, OT; Chris Gamble, WR; Bill 
Kozie, NG; Dennis Lundy, AB; Luther Mortis, TE; Matt 
O'Dwyer, G; Michael Senters, WR; Korey Singleton, SS; 
Hugh Wiliams, LB. 
Starters returning: Offense sstin Chabot, T, 6-6/285, 
dt; Shane Graham, TE, 6-6/260, Sr. Tim Hughes, QB, 6- 
9/215, Jt; Rob Johnson, C, 6-4/270, Sr: Ryan Padgatt,G, 6- 
9/285, Sr, Defense (8): Wiliam Bennett, FS, 6-1/190, Sr; 
Lary Curry, 7, 6-4/273, Sr; Chris Martin, CB, 59/180, Sr; 
Rodney Ray, CB, 5:11/190, St, Matt Rice, T, 63/255, Jt; 
Geol Shein, LB, 6-2/224, Sr.; Danny Sutter, LB, 6-2/225, Sr; 
Mike Warren, LB, 6-5/237, Sr. Kickers (2): Paul Burton, P,5- 
19/185, Jr; Sam Valenzisi, K, 5-7/156, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Damell Autry, TB, Soph,; Eric Cole, 
SS, Soph.; Chris Hamdort, QB, Soph.; Brian Musso, WRIPR, 
Soph.; Steve Schnur, QB, Jr; Toussaint Waterman, WR, Soph, 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Auty (120 att, 556 
yds., 1 TD); Passing: Schnur (117 att, 61 comp,, 10 INT, 4 
TD, 899 yds.); Receiving: Dave Beazley (8 rec,, 88 yds., 1 
TD); Tacklr: Sutter (120); Sacker: Rice (3) 
Top newcomers: Lioyd Abramson, QB, Fr. (RS); D'Wayne 
Bates, WR, Fr, (RS); Matt Hartl, FB, Fr, (RS); Bryan LaBelle, 
OT, Fr. (RS); Marcel Price, DB/KR, Fr, (RS); Hasani Steele, 
WR, Fr 
Site: Evanston, Il, Stadium: Dyche Stadium (49,256). 
Last league title won: 1936. 

LE 


Sept. 2—at Notre Dame Oct. 21 Wisconsin 
Sept. 16 Miami (Ohio) Oct. 28 —at Ilinois 
Sept. 23 —Ait Force Nov. 4—Penn State 
Sept. 30 —Indiana Nov. 11 —lowa 

Oc, 7 —at Michigan Nov. 18 —at Purdue 


Oct. 14 —at Minnesota 


111, MINNESOTA | 


Offensive strengths: 
Chris Darkins, who ran 
for a school-record 
1,443 yards last season, 
is a bona fide All- 
America candidate. He 
has size and sprinter’s 
speed. Darkins will ben- 
efit from the presence 
of center Todd Jesewitz 
and tackle Mike 
Giovinetti. Minnesota 
expects big things from 
receivers Tony Levine, 
who battled injuries in 
1994, and Johnny 
Woodson. 

Offensive weakness- 
es: Just exactly who 
will trigger _the 
Gophers’ high-octane 
attack is uncertain. 
Sophomore Cory 
Sauter played in five 
games last season and 
has the tools to star. But 
he'll have a tough time 
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beating out junior-college transfer Jason 
Murdock. Minnesota thinks the presence 
of new quarterbacks coach Jim Zorn will 
help the inexperienced signal-callers. 
Defensive strengths: Senior linebacker 
Craig Sauer is more than adequate and will 
get help from Justin Conzemius, who 
moves from strong safety to outside line- 
backer. The secondary, headed by corner- 
back Rodney Heath and strong safety 
Crawford Jordan, is becoming increasingly 
athletic. 
Defensive weaknesses: Several position 
changes have the unit in a state of flux. 
Both starting tackles are gone, leaving 
question marks behind. 
Special teams: Kicker Mike Chalberg is 
one of the Big Ten’s finest, connecting on 
17 of 23 field-goal attempts. But he hit none 
more than 50 yards, A new punter must be 
found, Heath and Rishon Early are among 
the league's best kick returners. 
Keys to success; The strong-armed 
Murdock can give the Gophers a shot in the 
arm at quarterback if he adapts to a higher 
level of play. A passing game will be essen- 
tial to take the burden off Darkins. Also, the 
Minnesota defense—long an Achilles’ 
heel—must build on a strong finish. 
Outlook: The Gophers have some fine indi- 
vidual talent, but not enough balance and 
depth to improve significantly upon last sea- 
son's 1-7 league record. 
Coach Jim Wacker says: “We were close 
last year. We've got to take the next step. 
Our initial recruiting class will be juniors 
now, so this is when you have a chance to 
go out there and be competitive.” 
HEN GOPHERS DATA 

1 3 years; 153-115-3 overall, 24 


Coach: Jim Wacker 
years) 

1994 record: $8, Big Ten: 1-7/1th 

Key losses: Doyle Cockrell, DT; Ed Hawthorne, DT; Juan 
Hunter, CB; Mike Kimbll,P; Pal O'Brien, G; Aaron 
Osterman, SE; Chuck Rios, WRIRB; Tim Schade, QB; Rich 
‘Thome, G; David Vertin, OT; Trevor Walker, DE. 

Starters returning: Offense (5): Chis Darkins, RB, 61/215, 
Sr; Mike Giovinett,T; 6-6/301, Sr; Todd Jesewit, C, 
6.57290, St; Mark Tangen, TE, 6-2/246, Jt; Johny Woodson, 
FL, 6-2180, Sr, Defense (7) Justin Conzomius, LB (moved 
from $8), 6-2/225, Sr; Jerome Davis, E, 65/270, Jr; Rodney 
Heath, CB/PR, 5-10/170, Jr; Peter Hiestand, E (moved from 
LB), 6-3246, St; Crawlord Jordan, SS (moved from FS), 
5-11/481, Jr; Ben Langford, LB, 62220, Jr; Craig Sauer, LB, 
6.2/230, Sr Kickers (1): Mike Chalberg, K, -11/170, Sr 
Other key returnees: Tutu Atwell, WR, Soph. Gann Brooks, 
OT, ut; Rafael Cooper, RB, Soph,; Mark Cross, LB, Soph; 
Rishon Early, FSIKR, J; Kevin Holmes, DT, Jt; Javon 
Jackson, RB, Soph,; Paul Kratochvl, TE, Jr; Tony Levine, 
WR, Sr, Cory Sauter, OB, Soph,; Ryan Thelwell, WR, Soph, 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Darkins (277 att, 
1,443 yds, 11 TD); Passing: Sauter (21 at, 9 comp, 1 INT, 0 
TD, 60 yds.) Recelving: Woodson (28 rec, 328 yds.,0 TD); 
Tackler: Conzemius (113); Sacker; Sauer (3). 

‘Top newcomers: Troy Duet, OT, F. (RS); Jim Gall, OT, Fr 
(RS); Tim Grate, SS, Fr (RS); Lee Hutton, WR, Fr. (RS); 
sJason Murdock, QB, Jt (IC); Antoine Richard, DE, Fr. (RS); 
Rufus Smith, LB Fr (RS); Tony Vann, WR, Fr; Theron Von 
ferdks Webb, RB, Fr; Deon White, LB, Fr 


(RS). 
Site: Minneapolis, Stadium: Metrodome (63,669). 
Last league title won: 1967 (te). 


‘SCHEDULE 
Sept. 16 —Ball State Oct. 28 —at Michigan 
Sept. 23 —at Syracuse Nov. 4—Ohio State 
Sept. 30 Arkansas State Nov. 11 —Wisconsin 
Oct. 7 Purdue Nov, 18 —at linois 
Oc. 14 —Northwestem Nov. 25 —atlowa 


Oct. 21 —at Michigan State 


Mark Montieth covers college sports for the 
Indianapolis News. * 


SCOUTING THE BIG TEN — 


Ascending: Wisconsin. The Badgers, the 
1994 Rose Bow! winner, were 44-1 last 
season before winning their final three 
games—including a victory over Duke in 
the Hall of Fame Bowl. The Badgers will 
continue moving upward this season as 
long as they avoid major injuries. 
Descending: Penn State. The Nittany 
Lions lose 11 starters, including KiJana 
Carter, Kerry Collins and Kyle Brady on 
offense. They won't go 12-0 again—but 10- 
2 or 11-1 isn't out of the question. 
Nightmare schedule: Illinois. The Illini 
open with Michigan, then play at Oregon 
before returning home to play two more 
bowl teams from last season, Arizona and 
East Carolina. The only saving grace is 
that they don't have to play Penn State. 


17] ST = 
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Wisconsin linebacker Pete Monty soared in 
'94, but few noticed his deeds. 


Dream schedule: Indiana. The Hoosiers 
play seven home games, opening the sea- 
son with Western Michigan, Kentucky 
and Southern Mississippi before delving 
into Big Ten play, But they have to play 
Michigan, Penn State, Michigan State and 
Ohio State in succession. 

Best matchup of the year: Michigan at 
Penn State, November 18, The teams 
painted a classic when they met in Ann 
Arbor last season, The Wolverines, 31-24 
losers in that game, get their payback 
opportunity in State College, Pa. 

Worst matchup of the year: SMU at 
Wisconsin, September 23. Southern 
Methodist still hasn't recovered from the 
NCAA's “death penalty.” It was 1-9-1 last 
season and should be a welcome guest in 
Camp Randall Stadium. 

Shocker of the year: Penn State has to lose 
sometime, right? How about at Michigan 
State on November 25? The Nittany Lions 
will be coming off a home game with 
Michigan that could determine the league 
title, while the Spartans will have had a week 
off to heal and prepare for the final game of 
the regular season for both teams. 


HONOR ROLL 


Bowl bound: Penn State, Michigan, 
Ohio State, Illinois and Wisconsin. 
Everyone else is a long shot. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Penn State quar- 
terback Kerry Collins’. Wally Richardson 


takes over for the All-America. 
Perennially high expectations in State 
College may bury Richardson, who will 
bear the brunt of the team’s success or 
failure whether it’s justified or not. 

Most underrated player: Wisconsin 
linebacker Pete Monty. Last season, 
Monty became the first sophomore to 
lead Wisconsin in tackles since Jim Melka 
in 1983. Monty finished with 131 stops 
and had the fourth-best tackles average in 
the Big Ten (10.9), but he didn’t even 
make honorable mention all-conference, 
Most overrated player: Indiana tail- 
back Alex Smith, He enjoyed an excep- 
tional freshman season, but most of his 
output came against weak defenses. He 
gained just 65 yards against Wisconsin, 
22 against Minnesota, 87 against 
Northwestern and 62 against Penn State. 
Smith is very good and will get better, but 
he didn’t deserve second-team allleague 
recognition ahead of the likes of Ohio 
State star runner Eddie George and a few 
others. 

Best head coach: Nobody else but Penn 
State's Joe Paterno. His winning percentage 
of 79.3 is third-best among active coaches, 
and last season's 12-0 record proved the 68- 
year-old icon hasn't lost a step. 

Best coaching staff: Hey, Paterno can't 
do it alone, His nine assistants total 119 
years of experience, and five have been 


on the job at least 12 years. 

Coach on the hot seat: Iowa has won or 
shared three Big Ten titles in Hayden 
Fry's 16 seasons, but the Hawkeyes are 
coming off three consecutive non-winning 
seasons. Fry's contract has been extend- 
ed through 1998, but he needs another 
winning season to cool his cushion. 

Best bets: Purdue fullback Mike Alstott 
will score two rushing touchdowns to 
break Leroy Keyes’ school record of 29 
while Keyes—the Boilers’ newly hired 
running backs coach—watches from the 
sideline. . . . Northwestern will suffer its 
24th consecutive losing season, but 
Coach Gary Barnett will field more job 
offers. The three previous Wildcats 
coaches reached the NFL despite losing 
records. Rick Venturi (1-13-1 from 1978- 
80) is defensive coordinator for the 
Cleveland Browns, Dennis Green (10-45 
from 1981-85) is coach of the Minnesota 
Vikings and Francis Peay (13-51-2 from 
1986-91) was an assistant with the 
Indianapolis Colts through 1993. Barnett 
already has been wooed by other colleges 
during his three losing seasons (8-24-1) in 
Evanston, but he's signed a contract 
extension into the 21st century. 

Odds and ends: Wisconsin has five play- 
ers on scholarship from Indianapolis, one 
more than Purdue, which is located just 
60 miles northwest of Indiana's capital. 
The credit goes to Badgers assistant 
Kevin Cosgrove, who established strong 
ties in Indy while an assistant at Illinois 
for eight seasons. . . . Northwestern 
punter Paul Burton had the best single- 
game performance by a conference 
punter since 1949 when the Wildcats 
played at Air Force last September. He 
kicked five times for a 56.6yard average 
that day, with three boots sailing more 
than 60 yards. . . . The Big Ten is cele- 
brating its centennial this season. . .. The 
Big Ten’s 27-11-1 non-conference mark in 
1994 was the league's best since the 1985 
season. ... Ohio State hasn't been to the 
Rose Bowl since the 1984 season, The 
Buckeyes haven't won it since the '73 
campaign, 


Indiana tailback Alex Smith earned too much 
attention for abusing bad defenses In 1994, 
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1. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Offensive strengths: The Trojans have 
the best receiver in the nation in Keyshawn 
Johnson and are six deep at running back. 
They have seven linemen who have made 
at least one college start, and three tight 
ends who fill a variety of roles. Despite los- 
ing two key starters (OT Tony Boselli and 
QB Rob Johnson), USC should be stronger. 
Offensive weaknesses: A lot will depend 
on how well the line plays without Boselli 
and if Brad Otton and Kyle Wachholtz can 
replace Johnson at quarterback. Otton is 
mild, Wachholtz wild, and John Robinson 
may wind up alternating them all season. 
Defensive strengths: There was talent last 
year; the Trojans need maturity this year. 
Tackle Darrell Russell, end Israel Ifeanyi, 
linebacker Errick Herrin and cornerback 
Brian Kelly all were first-year starters in '94. 
They improved as the year progressed 
(except for the UCLA game) and should pro- 
vide the experience and solidarity USC's 
defense has been lacking since the early '80s. 
Defensive weaknesses; ‘The Trojans still 
haven't proved they can stop the run (oppo- 
nents averaged 162 yards a game last sea- 
son), Robinson changed defensive coordina- 
tors and has switched to a 5-2 alignment that 
should protect a soft middle and increase 
pressure. Herrin must stay healthy because 
there’s a lack of depth at linebacker, and 
Scott Fields needs to adjust to the demands 
of his new rover position. True freshman 
Daylon McCutcheon will get a chance to 
challenge for a spot at cornerback. 

Special teams: Punter John Stonehouse 
(44.1-yard average) is an All-America candi- 
date. Redshirt freshman Adam Abrams 
inherits the kicking job. McCutcheon, son 
of former Rams running back Lawrence 
McCutcheon, should be a boon to the 
return teams. 

Keys to success: Getting adequate play 
from at least one of the quarterbacks and 
improving against the run is all that sepa- 
rates the Trojans from the Rose Bowl. 
Outlook: Robinson’s mandate when he 
returned to USC was to reestablish Trojan 
pride and get them back into the national 
mix, He has accomplished the first and is 
on the verge of the second, USC is the clear 
favorite in the Pac-10, has a relatively easy 
schedule and should be a preseason Top 10 
team that will contend for national honors. 
Coach John Robinson says: “We intend 
to be much more physical on the defensive 
line and pressure opponents more. But we 
don't want a gambling defense, It will be a 
simple approach. Offensively, we are going 
to run the football better than we've run it 
and make the quarterback position less 
important than it has been.” 


TROJANS DATA 
Coach: John Robinson (83-22-3, 9 years), 
1994 record: 8-3-1 (bea! Texas Tech in Cotton Bow), Pac- 
10: 6-2/Tend 
Key losses: Tony Boseli, OT; Donn Cunnigan, LB; Cole 
Ford, K; Ken Grace, WR; John Herpin, CB; Edward Hervey, 
WR; Rob Johnson, Q8:; Jeff Kopp, LB: Kris Polack, G; Errol 
Smal, LB; Bran Wiliams, LB 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Terry Barnum, AB, 5- 
10/200, $«; Chris Brymer, G, 6/300, Soph; Tyler Cashman, 
TE, 64/235, Sr; Norberto Garrido, T,6-7/805, Sx; Jeremy 
Hogue, C, 6-4270, St; Keyshawn Johnson, WR, 6-4/205, St; 
Johny McWiliams, TE, 6-5/245, St; Shawn Walters, RB, 6- 
0/225, Jt. Defense (8): Mario Bradley, CB, 6-2/195, Sr; Erick 
Herrin, LB, 6-2/220, Sr; Israel feanyi, E, 6-5/250, St; Brian 


PACIFIC-10 


Conference Rank: 3 
By BOB KEISSER 


REDICTIONS 


ORDER OF FINISH 


1. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
2. ARIZONA 

3. UCLA 

4. WASHINGTON 

5. OREGON 

6. CALIFORNIA 

7. OREGON STATE 
__ 8. WASHINGTON STATE 
9. ARIZONA STATE 

10. STANFORD 


Southern California is six deep at running 
back, including Shawn Walters. 


Kelly, CB, 61/190, Soph,; Matt Keneley, T, 65/286, Jr; 
‘Sammy Knight, SS, 6-1/195, Jt; Wilio Lowery, E, 6-5/255, Jr; 
Micah Philips, FS, 6-0/185, Sr; Darrell Russel, T,6-4/290, 
Soph. Kickers (1): John Stonehouse, P, 511/210, St, 

Other key returnees: John Allred, TE, Jr Marcus Bonds, 
DE, St; Jesse Davis, CB, Sr; Scot Fields, LB, Sr; Leonard 
Green, RB, St; Quincy Harrison, CB, Jr; Brad Otton, QB, Jrs 
Phalen Pounds, G, Soph; Kyle Wachholtz, OB, Sr. (RS/acad- 


* emis); Delon Washington, RB, Soph 


Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Walters (193 at, 
976 yds. 11 TD}; Passing: Otton (92 at, 55 comp, OINT, 6 
TD, 787 yds); Receiving: Johnson (66 rec. 1,362 yds., 9 
TD); TacKler: Knight (65); Sacker:Hleanyi (3) 

Top newcomers: Adam Abrams, KF. (RS); Rome Douglas, 
TE, Fr. (RS); Tony Griffin, WR, Fr; Daylon McCutcheon, 
CBKR, Ft; Bity Miler, WR, Fr; Chvis Miler, WR, Jr. (IC); 
Antony Sanford, DT, Jt. (RSAIC) 

Site: Los Angeles. Stadium: Los Angeles Coliseum (24,159) 
Last league ttle won: 1983 (te). 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 9 —San Jose Stale Oct. 21 —at Note Dame 
Sept. 16 —Houston (Oct. 28 —at Washington 
Sept. 23 —at Arizona Noy. 4 —Stanford 
Sept. 30 Arizona State Nov. 11 —af Oregon State 
Oct. 7 —atCalfomia Nov. 18 UCLA 


Oct. 14 —Washington State 
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ARIZONA 
Offensive strengths: The Wildcats have 
the Pac-10's top returning quarterback in 
Dan White, who is 16-5 as a starter and 
owns Arizona's No. 2 single-season passing 
percentage mark (57.1). His top target is 
Richard Dice, a clutch, hyper-intense wide 
receiver. 
Offensive weaknesses: Dick Tomey likes 
running backs Gary Taylor and Kevin 
Schmidtke, but it will take someone special 
to replace Ontiwaun Carter (1,163 yards 
last season), especially with an all-new line. 
Center Mani Ott is the only experienced 
returnee. 
Defensive strengths: Arizona's run 
defense has ranked first or second in the 
nation the past three years, and three line- 
men return: tackles Chuck Osborne and 
Joe Salave'a and end Tedy Bruschi. Bruschi 
has made 544 tackles behind the line of 
scrimmage in his career. Strong safety 
Brandon Sanders, a banger, plays a big role 
in run support. 
Defensive weaknesses: Big plays, both 
ways. The Wildcats had just four intercep- 
tions last season and were stung by the 
long pass. Mike Szlauko, a converted end, 
will have to replace departed linebacker 
Sean Harris, and newcomers such as junior- 
college transfer Rashee Johnson must bol 
ster the secondary. 
Special teams: Groza Award winner Steve 
McLaughlin will be missed; true freshman 
Mark McDonald gets first shot at replacing 
him. Dice will return punts again, and Gary 
and Cary Taylor both averaged more than 
20 yards per kickoff return last year. 
Keys to success: The offensive line must 
protect White and open holes for whoever 
runs the ball. The secondary also must 
improve. 
Outlook: No Pac-10 team has won more 
games the past three years than Arizona 
(24), and the Wildcats have enough stars 
returning to pad their totals and challenge 
for the league title. Bruschi and Sanders 
are potential All-Americas, and the White- 
to-Dice combo is a dynamic one. But there’s 
a huge mental question facing the Wildcats 
after last year's high expectations came 
crashing down: If they couldn't break 
through in 1994 with a better squad, where 
will they find the confidence to break 
through in '95? 
Coach Dick Tomey says: “We were frus- 
trated by the fact we underachieved. But 
Arizona was never 6-2 in the Pac-10 until 
two years ago, and we were 6-2 again last 
year. We didn't achieve our major goals, but 
that's not failure. The big difference this 
year is that our expectations will be higher 
than those of other people.” 


WILDCATS BATA 
Coach: Dick Tomey (5435-4, 8 years; 117-81-7 overal, 18 
years). 
1994 record: 6-4 (lost to Utah in Freedom Bow), Pac-10: 6- 
21T end. 
Key losses: Tony Boule, FS; Ontivaun Carter, TB; Hicham 
ElMashtoub, C; Lamar Harris, TE; Sean Harts, LB; Akl 
Jackson, DE; Steve McLaughin, K; Pulu Poumele, G; Joe 
‘Smigiel, OT; Wamer Smith, G; Paul tamer, OT; Claudius 
‘Wright, CB. 
Starters retuming: Offense (3): Richard Dice, WR, 6-220, 
ut; Charles Myles, FB, 5-11/240, Soph, Dan White, 08, 6- 
rae , St Defense (7): Tedy Brusci, E, 6-1/253, Sc; Charke 
,5-11/224, Sr; Thomas Demps, LB, 6-3/219, Sr; 
ain Mavveaux, CB, 5-9/167, Soph; Chuck Ostome, T, 


6-2/280, St; Joe Salave'a,T, 64/270, Jt; Brandon Sanders, 
‘88, 5-10/177, St. Kickers (1): Matt Peyton, P, 6-2/184, J. 
Other key returnees: Brady Batten, OB, Soph. (RS/shoulder}; 
Chester Bumett, LB, Soph. (RS‘shoulder); Mani OC, St; 
‘Chuck Rich, FS, Soph; Kevin Schmidt, TB, Soph; Mike 
Sziuko, LB, Soph; Cary Tylor, WA, Sx; Gary Taylor, TB, J 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Gary Taylor (72 at, 
307 yds, 2 TD); Passing: White (296 att, 169 comp,, 7 INT, 
14 TD, 2,181 yds); Receiving: Dice (56 rec, 969 yds, 8 TD); 
acer: Camp (50); Sacker: Osbome (11), 

Top newcomers: Ron Holmes, WR, Fr. (RS); Rashoe 
Johnson, DB, J. (JC); Mike Lucky, TE, Fr (RS); lan 
McCutcheon, OT, Jr. (IC); Mark McDonald, K, Fr; Ryan 
Turley, OT, J. (NC); Chima Ugwu, DL, Soph, (JC); Radney 
Wiliams, WR, Soph, (IC). 

Site: Tucson, Ariz, Stadium: Arizona Stadium (57,803) 
Last league title won: 1933 (e). 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —Pacific (Oct. 21 —Washington 
7 Georgia Tech Oct. 28 —at Washington St. 
Sopl. 16 —at tina Nov. 4 —al Oregon State 
Sept. 23 Souther Calfomia Nov. 11 
Sopl. 30 —Calflomia Nov, 24 —at Arizona State 
Oct. 14 —at UCLA 


Offensive strengths: There's plenty of 
pieces here if the Bruins can make them fit. 
Wide receiver Kevin Jordan had more 
catches and yards last year than JJ. Stokes 
did in his amazing "93 season, Sharmon 
Shah ran for more than 1,200 yards but will 
have to fight off Skip Hicks for playing time. 
And the entire starting line returns intact, 
including future NFL tackle Jonathan 
Ogden. 

Offensive weaknesses: This offense has 
no conductor. Ryan Fien is physically gift- 
ed, but he has had difficulty learning the 
system. If he isn’t the starter, the Bruins 
will turn to redshirt freshman Steve Buck. 
‘The Bruins also need a receiver to comple- 
ment Jordan and are so shy at fullback that 
they may be forced to line up with split tail- 
backs and in one-back/two-tight end sets. 
Defensive strengths: The pieces are 
smaller here. Travis Kirschke is the best 
player on a deep line, and outside line- 
backer Donnie Edwards is UCLA's latest 
passrushing terror. Junior Abdul 
McCullough is a worthy heir to a long line 
of talented Bruins safeties. 

Defensive weaknesses: The defense 
allowed 203 yards per game rushing and 
203 passing last year (now there’s balance) 
and, until the USC game, it showed no 
resilience or character. Nine starters 
return, and Terry Donahue hopes it was 
just a maturity thing. There’s a large hole at 
inside linebacker, and the soft corners of 
94 are back. 

Special teams: An All-America as a fresh- 
man in 1993, Bjorn Merten suffered 
through a frustrating season a year ago, 
missing nine field goals and two PATs. 
Freshman kicker Chris Sailer comes highly 
touted, Justin Sogoian gets first shot at 
replacing departed punter Darren Schager. 
‘The return teams were not dynamic last 
year, but Jim McElroy has potential. 

Keys to success: Fien has to make a posi- 
tive statement at quarterback, and the 
defense has to show more backbone. 
Outlook: UCLA has beaten USC four con- 
secutive times and went to the Rose Bow! 
two seasons ago. So why are so many fans 
upset? Because the Bruins are 36-31-1 over 
the past six seasons and have gone to just 
two bowl games in that span, and they can’t 
complain about the basketball team any- 


more. Overlooking the Bruins would be a 
mistake—no one picked them to win the 
league in 1993, either, and the Bruins tied 
for the top spot—but many of the things 
that resulted in .500 teams in recent sea- 
sons (such as quarterback instability) still 
exist. 
Coach Terry Donahue says: “The task of 
our staff is to try and make some progress 
on defense. We have to play better defense 
than we did a year ago if we expect to con- 
tend. We played awfully well in the last 
game, but until then, we were porous.” 
OAT 
Coach: Terry Donahue (144-68-8, 19 years). 
1994 record: 56. Pac-10: 3-57TSth. 
Key losses: Wayne Cook, QB; Shane Jasper, LB; Mike 
Nguyen, SE; Darren Schager, P; Rod Smalley, LB; JJ 
Stokes, SE; Daron Washington, FB. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): James Christensen, G, 
6-4/270, St; Mike Flanagan, C, 6-5/281, Sr.; Kevin Jordan, 
FL, 6-2/188, Sr; Jonathan Ogden, T, 6315, Sr; Chad 
Overhauser, T, 65/290, Soph, Brian Richards, TE, 6-5/247, 
‘Sc; Sharmon Shah, TB, 5-11/189, Jr; Matt Soenksen, G, 
6-6/300, Sr. Defense (3): Donnie Edwards, LB, 6-3/216, Sr.; 
Javelin Guidry, CB, 5-10/165, Soph; Paul Guidry, FS, 
S-111175, Je; George Kase, NG, 6-9/245, St; Travis Kirschic, 
T, 65/263, Jr; Teddy Lawrence, CB, 5-5/187, St; Abdul 
McCullough, SS, 6-1/200, Jr; Gary Walton, 7, 65/257, Sr. 
Philip Ward, LB, 6-3/225, Jr. Kickers (1): Bjom Merten, K, 


pire Foch Stah 0 a, 
1.227 yds., 4 TD); Passing: Fien (38 alt, 19 comp., 2 INT, 
0 TD, 195 yds.); Receiving: Jordan (73 rec., 1,228 yds., 
7 TD); Tackler: Edwards (106). Sacker: Edwards (12.5). 
“Top newcomers: Jayson Brown, DT, dc. (JC); Steve Buck, 
08, Fr. (RS); Ramogi Huma, LB, Fr; Jason Nevadomsky, LB, 
Soph. (JC); Ryan Roques, WR, Fr; Chris Slr, KF; Esc 
‘Scott, SE, Soph. (transfer/Northwestem); Gene Waters, OT, 
dt. (JC); Jarvis Watson, FB, Fr. (RS). 

Stadium: Rose Bow! (100,089). 


Washington star free safety Lawyer Milloy 
excels at coverage and stopping the run. 


Offensive strengths: You'll have to dig to 
find them. Quarterback Damon Huard led 
the Pac-10 in interceptions in 1994, but he is 
entering his third year as the starter. 
Fullback Richard Thomas will inherit more 
work with Napoleon Kaufman gone. Tight 
end Ernie Conwell is not Mark Bruener, but 
he is good. Three starters return on the line, 
Offensive weaknesses: Leon Neal and 
Rashaan Shehee can’t replace all the 
offense Kaufman supplied, so the Huskies 
may use more one-back sets featuring 
Thomas. There's a lack of depth, experi- 
ence and zip at receiver. Redshirt freshman 
Andre deSaussure and transfer Jerome 
Pathon, from Arcadia University in Nova 
Scotia, join holdover Dave Janoski, 
Defensive strengths: The Huskies were 
softer against the run than they liked a year 
ago, but age and maturity should make the 
run defense tougher in "95. Three starters 
return on the line, including end Deke 
Devers, who had 14 tackles for losses. Ink 
Aleaga is a terrific inside linebacker. Free 
safety Lawyer Milloy is a multi-talented cov- 
erage guy who defends the run well. 
Defensive weaknesses: Cornerback Reggie 
Reser returns in the secondary along with 
Milloy, but there's no experience at the other 
two spots. Aleaga is the only returning line- 
backer. Jerry Jensen should fill one inside 
spot, but the flanks are bare. 
Special teams: Kicker John Wales was 
perfect from close range but erratic from 
beyond 40 yards. True freshman Randy 
Jones will be given the opportunity to win 
the job and free Wales for punting duty. The 
old days of great Huskies special teams are 
long past—they ranked near the bottom of 
the league in returns last year. 
Keys to success: You don’t replace 
Kaufman, so the Huskies will look for 
answers elsewhere. Namely, Huard must 
become a leader on offense and the front 
seven on defense must stop the run. 
Outlook: Attitude is everything, and the 
Huskies are free to bowl again after two 
years in the NCAA pokey. Jim Lambright 
did a good job of keeping the team competi- 
tive after sanctions and Don James’ retire- 
ment. The guarantee of a postseason reward 
could be enough to carry the Huskies 
through the rough spots on their schedule 
and the shortcomings in their lineup. 
Coach Jim Lambright says: “The rain 
clouds that have been attached the last two 
years are gone. The whole off-season has 
been fantastically different. It’s like a safe 
being removed from your back. Right away, 
you sweep the slate clean and you can look 
for the gold at the end of the rainbow. You 
can talk again about winning everything.” 
HUSKIES DATA 


Coach: Jim Lambright (148, 2 years). 
1994 record: 7-4, Pac-10: 4-4/ineligle for league 


Starters returning: Offense (6): Eric Battle, T, 6-2/280, Sr; 
‘Trevor Hightield, G, 6-4/285, St.; Damon Huard, OB, 6-4/215, 
Sr; Dave Janoski, FL, 5-10/180, Jr. Patrick Kesi, G, 6-3/315, 
Sr; Richard Thomas, FB, 5-9/220, Sr. 

Defense (6): Ink Aleaga, LB, 6-2/225, Jr; Deke Devers, E, 
60/245, Sr; Steve Hoffmann, NT, 6-/260, St; Lawyer Milloy, 


Continued 
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PRESEASON ALL-Pac-10 Team 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


FIRST TEAM 


SECOND TEAM 


ell 


e GAT 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
OFFENSE: Isaiah Mustafa, WR, Arizona State 
DEFENSE: Dayion McCutcheon, CBKR, USC 


COACH OF THE YEAR 


John Robinson, Southem Calfomia 


FS, 6-2/200, Jr; Reggie Reser, CB, 5-10/180, Sr; David 
Richie, T, 6-4/265, Jr. Kickers (2): Geof Prince, P, 5-10/190, 
dt; John Wales, K, 5-9/185, Je. 

Other key retumees: Emie Conwell, TE, Sr; Jey Jensen, LB, 
Soph; Lynn Johnson, C, ue; Leon Neal, TB, Sr; Tony Parish, 
(DB, Soph.; Bob Sapp, OT, Jt; Rashaan Shehee, TB, Soph. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Thomas (73 at, 316 
yds, 3 TD); Passing: Huard (275 att, 153 comp., 12 INT, 13 
TD, 1,887 yds.): Receiving: Thomas (17 rec., 195 yds., 1 TD); 
‘Tacker: Milloy (106); Sacker: Devers (7). 

Top newcomers: Tony Coats, OT, Fr. (AS); Andee 


‘SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—Arzona State Oct. 21 —at Arizona 
Sept. 16 —at Ohio State Oct. 28 —So. California 
Sept. 23 —Amy Nov. 4—Oregon 
Sept. 30 —at Oregon State Nov. 11 —at UCLA 
Oct. 7 —Notve Dame Nov. 18 —Washington St 


Offensive strengths: An 18-year coach 
and four-year quarterback are gone, but the 
rest of the Ducks’ Rose Bowl offense 
returns virtually intact. Tailback Ricky 
Whittle is dynamite when healthy, and true 
freshman David Crump provides depth. 
Cristin McLemore and inspirational tight 
end Josh Wilcox are good targets. Twelve 
linemen from the Rose Bowl depth chart 
return, including 340-pound guard Tasi 
Malepeai and 310-pound tackle Willy Rife. 

Offensive weaknesses: Quarterback 
Tony Graziani won a key game for the 
Ducks last year subbing for Danny O'Neil. 
Now he must prove he can do it consistent- 
ly. The Ducks were oddly efficient last year, 
ranking ninth in the league in total offense 
(331 yards a game) but second in scoring 


(27.4). They need to show it was no fluke. 
Defensive strengths: Oregon's “Gang 
Green” held opponents to 112 yards rush- 
ing per game and intercepted 19 passes. It 
returns seven starters, three of whom were 
all-conference. One part-timer, second-team 
allleague cornerback Kenny Wheaton, also 
returns, as does Dante Lewis, a starter in 
1993 who redshirted (knee injury) last 
year. Linebackers Rich Ruhl and Jeremy 
Asher are the defensive hub. 

Defensive weaknesses: Wheaton and 
Alex Molden (49 career deflections) are 
great cornerbacks, but replacing safeties 
Chad Cota and Jeff Sherman is problemat- 
ic. For all their strengths last year, the 
Ducks ranked last in the league in sacks. 
And it has been awhile since new defensive 
coordinator Charlie Waters has been on a 
college campus. 

Special teams: Matt Belden is coming off 
a good year as a true freshman, when he 
handled both punting and kicking duties. 
Whittle should supplant Herman O'Berry 
on kick returns. Oregon's coverage teams 
last year were a quiet plus. 

Keys to success: Graziani must extend 
the Ducks’ legacy at quarterback (Chris 
Miller to Bill Musgrave to O'Neil), and 
coaches must find a new safety to replace 
Cota, the team’s defensive leader in 1994. 
Outlook: If it wasn’t for a coaching change 
(former offensive coordinator Mike Bellotti 
taking over for Rich Brooks), one might 
pick the Ducks to repeat. The underrated 
Brooks built a quality program that hit its 
stride in the last half-decade, with Oregon 
going to four bowls in the past six years. 
Bellotti inherits a solid program and doesn’t 
need to change much. 


84 The Sporting News 1995 College Football Yearbook 


Coach Mike Bellotti says: “People now 
realize how good a coach Rich was. All of 
the expectation levels have been raised 
after going to our first Rose Bowl in 37 
years. There's nothing bad about that. The 
nice part for me is that all of these good 
things have occurred since I've been here, 
so there's a positive feeling of continuity.” 
DUCKS DATA 


Coach: Mike Belott (first year, 23-25 overall, 4 years), 
1994 record: S-4 (lost to Penn State in Rose Bow). Pac-10: 
T-st 

Key losses: Chad Cota, SS; Steve Hardin, OT; Dwayne 
Jones, FB; Silda Malepeai, NT; Herman O'Berry, CB; Danny 
‘ONei, OB; Dino Phiyaw, TB; Jef Sherman, FS. 


Oregon's “Gang Green” defense returns seven 
starters, including comerback Alex Molden. 


URT JENSEN 


Starters returning: Offense (8): Mark Gregg. C, 6/266, de; 
Tasi Malepeai, G, 6-2/340, Jr; Cristin McLemore, FL, 5-11/181,, 
St; Eric Reid, G, 61280, Se; Dameron Picket, SE, 5-977, 
J; Wily Pte, , 652310, dr; Paul Wiggins, T, 6-306, Jc: 
‘Josh Wilcox, TE, 6:2/238, Jr. Defense (7: Jeremy Asher, LB, 
6-2/224, Sr.; Troy Bailey, E, 6-3/270, Sr; Paul Jensen, LB, 
6-2/227, St; Reggie Jordan, LB, 6-2/240, Jr.; Alex Molden, 
CB, 5-10/185, Sr.; Rich Ruhl, LB, 6-2/230, Sr.; Mark Schmidt, 
E, 62/272, dr, Kickers (1): Mat Belden, KP, 5-10'178, Soph, 
Other key returnees: Brian Colin, FS, Sc; Tony Graziani, OB, 
4c; Bryant Jackson, NT, Jc; Dante Lewis, 88, Sr. (ASAne); 
Kenny Wheaton, CB, Soph.; Ricky Whittle, TE/KR, Sr. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Whittle (116 att. 561 
yds., 7 TD); Passing: Graziani (69 att., 37 comp., 4 INT, 3 TD, 
525 yds.); Receiving: Ricketts (36 rec., 464 yds., 1 TD); 
‘Tackler: Ruhl (103), Sacker: Jordan (7). 
Top newcomers: David Crump, TB, Fr; Derek Krug, LB, Fr; 
Justin Wilcox, QB, Fr. 
Site: Eugene, Ore. Stadium: Autzen Stadium (41,698). 
Last league ttle won: 1998, 

‘SCHEDULE 


Sopt. 2 at Utah ‘Oct. 21 —Washington St. 
Sept. 9 —Hlinois Oct. 28 Arizona Stata 
Sopt. 16 —at UCLA Nov. 4—at Washington 
Sept. 23 —Stantord Nov. 11—at Arizona 
Oct. 7 —Pacifc Nov. 18 —Oregon State 


Oct. 14 —at Califomia 


6. CALIFORNIA 

Offensive strengths: Not only are Iheanyi 
Uwaezuoke and Na’il Benjamin uniquely 
named, they’ 're the best returning receiving 
tandem in the Pac-10. With a potentially 
good quarterback in Pat Barnes returning 
along with 14 scholarship linemen, the 
offense should improve. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Bears aver- 
aged 3.4 per rush and ranked ninth in the 
league in scoring in 1994. Reynard 
Rutherford ran for more than 700 yards, 
but he's fumble-prone and doesn’t remind 
anyone of Russell White. Sophomore Tarik 
Smith will press for the job, With fullback 
Johnny Tavake potentially _ ineligible 
because of academics, the Bears may go to 
a one-back/two-tight end alignment featur- 
ing bookends Sean Bullard and Tony 
Gonzalez. 

Defensive strengths: Keith Gilbertson’s 
pleasant problem is three superb ends in 
explosive Regan Upshaw, Andy Jacobs and 
94 redshirt Duane Clemons. With tackle 
Brandon Whiting also back, the Bears 
should improve on last year’s defensive 


California tallback Reynard Rutherford ran for 
‘over 700 yards in ’94, but he’s fumble-prone. 


numbers, which were the school’s best 
since 1968 (40 sacks, 92 tackles for losses, 
300 yards a game). Schemes are being 
developed to get all three ends on the field 
on passing downs. 
Defensive weaknesses: As good as the 
linemen are, there are holes in the back 
seven following the loss of linebacker 
Jerrott Willard and three defensive backs. 
Jerod Cherry, a three-year starter at cor- 
nerback, has 4.4 speed but needs help. 
Special teams: Ryan Longwell is coming 
off a miserable season in which he made 
just 8 of 22 field goals and had four punts 
blocked. Ignacio Brache, who kicked six 
field goals of 54 yards or longer in high 
school last year, will be handed the kicking 
job while Longwell punts. The Bears 
ranked first in the Pac-10 in both punt and 
kickoff returns. 
Keys to success: Cal has to find a consistent 
running game to balance the passing attack 
and has to hope someone other than linemen 
can make some big plays on defense. 
Outlook: Cal got off to a stumbling start 
with academic and injury casualties early, 
lost September games to San Diego State 
and Hawaii, then lost quarterback Dave 
Barr for the season. Yet they still were com- 
petitive in most games and can cite mistakes 
(turnovers) for most of the losses. With 31 
of 44 players on the two-deep back and a 
somewhat lighter schedule, the chances of a 
47 to 7-4 turnaround are plausible. 
Coach Keith Gilbertson says: “We com- 
peted hard last year, especially down the 
stretch, and this is the best depth we've 
ever had on the defensive front. Pat Barnes 
will have to play himself into the role of a 
good quarterback. He had both good and 
disturbing performances last year. I'm not 
going to make any bold predictions or com- 
ments. We're just going to go play.” 

BEARS DATA 


Coach: Kath Gibertson (17-18, 3 years; 45-27 overal, 5S years) 
1994 record: 4-7, Pac-10: 3-S/TSth. 

Key losses: Dave Bar, OB; Aris Houston, CB; Darrell Mies, 
FS; Randy Nonhot, OT; Ricky Spears, SS; Brian Thure, OT; 
‘Greg Wedd, DT; Jorot Witard, LB. 

Starters returning: Offense (8) Frank Beede, G, 65/290, 
St; Nail Benjamin, WAIKR, §-11/185, Jt; Sean Bulad, TE, 
6-225, Jr; Ben Lynch, C, 6-4/275, S.; Reynard Rutherford, 
TB, 6-1/195, Sc; Todd Stewart, T, 66/280, Jr; Johnny 
Tavako, FB, 6-0240, Jt; 


Brandan Whig, 63275, Soph leer (1: Ryan 
Longwell, KP, 6-080, J 
Other key returnees: Pat Bames, OB, Jt; Duane Clemons, 
DE, ut. (RS/academics); Chris Easley, DL, Soph; Charles 
Gilum, DB, J. (RSarm; Tony Gonzalez, TE, Soph; Andre 
Rhodes, LB, Soph; Tark Smith, TB, Soph. (RS/hamstrng). 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Rutherford (163 att, 
713 yds., 4 TD); Passing: Barnes (97 at. 65 comp., 4 INT, 3 

738 yds ); Receiving: Uwaezuoke (56 rec., 716 yds.. 5 
TD); Tackler: Upshaw (59); Sacker: Upshaw (11) 
Top newcomers: lgnacio Brache, K Fr; Brian Comer, WR, 
4, (UC); Brent Mali, FB, J. (IC); Jeremy Newberry, DT, Fr 
(FS); Kevin Swi, DE, Fr. (RS). 
Site: Berkeley, Calf. Stadlum: Memorial Stadium (75,662), 
Last league ttle won: 1975. 

‘SCHEDULE 


Sept. 2 —at San Diego Stale Oct. 21 —at Oregon State 
Sep 9—Fresno State Oct. 28 at UCLA 
Sept. 23 —San Jose Stale Nov. 4 —Washington St. 
Sept. 90 —at Arizona Nov. 11 —Arizona State 
Oct. 7 —Southem Calfomia Now. 18 at Stanford 
Oct. 14 —Oregon 


Continued 


BURNINGIOUESI ON 


Can the Pacific-10 
regain its glory? 


‘he Pac-10’s slip is showing. 

Once one of the top football 
leagues in the nation, the Pac-10 has 
suffered a bit of a reputation erosion 
over the past few years. To wit: 

* After winning 19 of 23 Rose Bowl 
games against the Big Ten between 
1970 and 1992—five by 17 points or 
more—the Pac-10 has lost three inarow 
for the first time since the mid-1950s. 

* The Pac-10 was 19-14-2 in non-con- 
ference games last season, including 3- 
7 against WAC teams. If you throw out 
the Pac-10's 5-0 record against Big 
West teams, the league’s non-confer- 
ence record was .500. From 1984-93, 
the Pac-10 averaged .632 per season in 
non-conference play. 

* Pac-10 schools continue to lose 
West Coast preps to other schools. 
Nebraska won the national title with 
contributions from Southern Califor- 
nians Lawrence Phillips and Brenden 
Stai. Colorado had 11 recruits from 
California on last year’s roster, includ- 
ing Heisman winner Rashaan Salaam of 
San Diego. 

* The NFL has strafed the Pac-10 of 
many of its star underclassmen. Since 
underclassmen were allowed to enter 
the draft in 1990, 11 juniors or redshirt 
sophomores from the Pac-10 have been 
selected in the first round, more than 
from any other conference. The 1995 
draft was the first one in which the Pac- 
10 didn't have at least one underclass- 
man selected in the first round. 

“The quality of your talent is dictated 
by the draft, and the Pac-10 fares well in 
that area,” UCLA Coach Terry Donahue 
said. “But there's no question that the 
number of underclassmen leaving has 


Programs. 

Reduced scholarship numbers have 
resulted in a more widespread distribu- 
tion of talent. When Oregon won the Pac- 
10 last season, it marked only the second 
time since 1972 that a school outside the 
LA-Seattle axis went to Pasadena. Eight 
of the league’s 10 teams have won at 
least 10 conference games over the past 
three seasons. Of the 40 league games 

Jast season, 24 were decided by 
two touchdowns or less. 

“It is just a league where everybody 
can beat everyone else,” Arizona Coach 
Dick Tomey said. “That's not a positive 
for some team Siang a national title, 
but it’s a positive for the league.” 

—BOB KEISSER 
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7. OREGON STATE 
Offensive strengths: The Beavers’ wish- 
bone is a pain to prepare for, and it’s getting 
better. Quarterback Don Shanklin made a 
huge leap last year, and redshirt freshman 
Tim Alexander is a solid backup. Two 
starters, halfback Cam Reynolds and fullback 
J.D. Stewart, return from a deep backfield 
that averaged 279 rushing yards a game. 
Offensive weaknesses: Halfback J.J. 
Young will be missed. There's better depth 
on the line, but only two starters and four 
lettermen return. There's a potential hole at 
center if Jamie Critchlow, a junior-college 
transfer, doesn’t develop. Tight ends Justin 
Moore and Josh Carley missed spring drills 
because of injuries, and there’s no dynamic 
pass target. 

Defensive strengths: The real story at 
OSU is the development of a talented, 
intense and deep defense. That's what 
made the Beavers competitive last year and 
should again this year. Tackle Tom Holmes 
is a quick, strong lineman, and Kane 
Rogers is a fiery linebacker. Free safety 
Reggie Tongue (with four) is one shy of the 
NCAA record for interception touchdowns. 
Defensive weaknesses: Rogers is the 
only returning starter at linebacker, which 
will put some pressure on the depth up 
front. While Tongue is back, two four-year 
starters in the secondary (Michael Hale 
and William Ephraim) must be replaced. 
Special teams: OSU's improvement hasn't 
extended to the kicking game yet. Randy 
Lund attempted just seven field goals a year 
ago and missed six PATs. Doug Stuckey 
averaged 33.7 yards per punt, and the return 
teams ranked at the bottom of the league. 
Redshirt freshman Bret Hopkins will be 
given a chance to win the punting duties. 
Keys to success: The Beavers must main- 
tain the rate of improvement they've shown 
in recent years and gain more confidence. 
Filling holes on the offensive line and at 
linebacker are vital. 

Outlook: Five of Oregon State's seven loss- 
es were by a combined 34 points, and one 
pivotal play can be cited in each game. 
‘That's a huge change from 1987, when the 
Beavers’ average margin of defeat was 29.4 
points a game. Look for Oregon State to be 
competitive, and with Pacific, North Texas 
and Division LAA Idaho on the schedule 
(and UCLA off), the school’s first winning 
season since 1970 is possible. 

Coach Jerry Pettibone says: “Last year 
was frustrating in the sense that we were a 
key play away in five games, and we weren't 
able to make that key play. But it was a valu- 
able learning experience for us to realize 
how close we really are. It was painful, but 
really encouraging.” 


BEAVERS DATA 
Coach: Jerry Pettibone (10-33-1, 4 years; 43-65-2 overal, 10 
years). 
1994 record: 4-7. Pac-10: 2-6/T7th. 
Key losses: Joe Douglass, WR; Packy Ena, DE; Wiliam 
Ephraim, CB; Johnny Feinga, C: John Garrett, OT; Michael 
Hale, SS; Cory Huot, LB; Staring Latu, G; ico Petrni, DB; 
JJ. Young, HB. 
Starters f Offense (6): Darin Borer, G, 63289, 
Sr; Tim Camp, T, 6-7/288, Sc; Justin Moore, TE, 6-262, St; 
(Cam Reynolds, HB, 6-0/203, St; Don Shanklin, OB, 5- 
11/194, de; J.D. Stewart, FB, 6-1/219, Sr. Defense (6): Buster 
Elaheo, CB, 6-0/160, Je; Tom Holmes, T, 6-1/271, Se; Tony 
Huot, E, 64/261, Jr; David Kiepke, E, 6-7/276, St; Kane 
Rogers, LB, 6-0/229, Sx; Reggie Tongue, FS, 6-0/194, Sr. 


Fiery linebacker Kane Rogers is part of a tal- 
ented, intense and deep Oregon State defense. 


Kickers (2): Randy Lund, K, 6-0/187, Soph; Doug Stuckey, 
P, 5-11/185, Je. 


Hopkins, P/K, Fr. (RS); Robert Howard, HB, Fr, (RS); Darron 
Kirkman, FB, Je. (JC); Garon McCuin, LB, Jr. (JC); John 
Mikuchi, TE, Jr. (JC); DeShawn Wiliams, HB, Fr, (RS); Sean 
Wiliams, CB, Fr. (RS). 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 Kaho Oct. 21 —Caltria 
Sept. 9 —at Pactic Oct. 28 —at Stanord 


Sept. 16 —at North Texas. Nov. 4 —Arizona 
Sept. 23 —at Arizona State Nov. 11 —So. Califomia 


Now. 18 ~at Oregon 
‘State 


8. WASHINGTON STATE 


Offensive strengths: A year of experience 
will help quarterback Chad Davis, who was 
tentative at times in 1994 but had a good 
spring. The top three returning receivers— 
Chad Carpenter, Jay Dumas and Eric 
Moore—combined for 99 catches. Michael 
Jackson, who sat out last season with a 
knee injury, will enable the Cougars to use 
a two-tight end alignment on occasion. 
Offensive weaknesses: Washington State 
didn’t run last year, it stumbled. Three 
starters are gone from the line, and return- 
ing backs Frank Madu and Derek Sparks 
missed spring drills. Unless junior-college 
transfer Major Norton or freshman Earl 
Riley step up, the Cougars will tiptoe again. 
Defensive strengths: Despite losing eight 
starters off a unit that allowed 223 yards a 
game, the Cougars feel their defense will be 
solid. End Dwayne Sanders, linebacker 
Chris Hayes and cornerback Greg Burns 
(94 medical redshirt) are key. Reserves 
such as tackle Leon Bender and linebacker 
James Darling played a lot last season, and 
junior-college transfer Da’Vid Evans is 
expected to complement Sanders up front. 
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Defensive weaknesses: There's a lack of 
depth in the front seven, so staying healthy 
will be vital. The secondary, a Cougars 
strong suit the past four years, is inexperi- 
enced and unproven aside from Burns. 
Special teams: Lackluster a year ago, lack- 
luster again? Kicker Tony Truant missed 
nine of 18 field goals, including four inside 
40 yards. Punter George Martin had two 
kicks blocked. Dumas’ 7.4-yard punt-return 
average was modest considering his talent. 
Keys to success: Washington State has to 
find a running game to take some pressure 
off Davis and fill holes and find depth on 
defense. 

Outlook: No matter how confident the 
Cougars may be, they have a lot of impact 
players to replace on defense. With no sure 
things in the running game, either, a 
decline can be expected there. But every- 
one expected a decline last year, too, and 
the Cougars finished 8-4. 

Coach Mike Price says: “People don't 
realize what our record the last three or 
four years is, and how successful we've 
been on both offense and defense. What we 
need most is to be picked dead last again. 
Everyone did a good job of that last year. 
Please help us out again.” 


COUGARS DATA 
‘Coach: Mike Price (36-33, 7 years, 81-77 overall, 15 years) 
1994 record: 8-4 (beat Baylor in Alamo Bow). Pac-10: 5-a/4th. 
Key losses: Fon Childs, LB; Chad Eaton, DT; Mark Fields, 
LB; Torey Hunter, CB; Abert Kennedy, FL; Ron Lewis, G; 
‘Singor Mobley, SS; DeWayne Patterson, DE; Paul Reed, G; 
Clay Reis, OT; John Rushing, FS; Don Sasa, DT. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Chad Carpenter, SE, 
6.17200, Jr; Chad Davis, 08, 6-2/200, J; Jay Dumas, RB, 
6-2/170, Sr; Frank Madu, RB, §-9/170, Sr; Marc McCloskey, 
C, 6-4/308, Sr; Eric Moore, TE, 6-5/240, Sr.; Soot 
Sanderson, T, 67/290, Jt Defense (2): Chis Hayes, LB, 6 
0/202, Sx; Dwayne Sanders, E,6-7/255, Sr; Brian Walker, 
CB, 6-1/180, Sr. Kickers (2): George Martin, P, 6/193, Sr; 
Tony Truant, K, §:101174, Jr 
Other key retumees: Leon Bender, DT, Jr; Robert Booth, 
DE, Sr; Greg Bums, CB, St. (RS/knee); James Daring, LB, 
Jc; Derek Henderson, SS, Jc; Ray Jackson, FS, Je; Jason 
McEndoo, G, Soph; Jotn Scukanee, OT, St; Derek Sparks, 
RB, Sr; Bryant Thomas, WR, Soph. 

Statistical leaders: Rushing: Madu (143 att, 494 
yds., 17D); Passing: Davis (399 at, 197 comp., 6 INT, 10 
TD, 2,209 yds.) Receiving: Dumas (41 rec., 402 yds., 1 TD); 
Tackler: Hayes (74); Sacker: Sandor (5). 
‘Top newcomers: Ali Evans, RB, Soph. (Prop 48); Da'Vid 
Evans, DE, Jt (JC); Shad Hinchen, DBVRB, Jr (JC); Michaol 
Jackson, TE, Fr. (RS/knee); Ryan Leaf, QB, Fr. (RS); Major 
Norton, RB, Soph. (JC); Earl Riley, RB, Fr. 
Site: Pulman, Wash, Stadium: Martin Stadium (40,000). 


Last league ttle won: 1930, 
SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2—at Pitsburgh Oct. 21 —at Oregon 
Sept_9 —Montana Oct. 28 —Avizona 
Sept 23 UCLA Nov. 4—at California 
Sept. 30 —at Nebraska Now. 11 —Stanford 
Oct 7 —Oregon State Nov. 18 —at Washington 
Oct. 14 —at Southom 


9. ARIZONA STATE 
Offensive strengths: Jake (The Snake) 
Plummer has thrown 24 touchdown passes 
in 17 career starts and was intercepted just 
twice in the last five games of 1994. He has 
a deep assortment of running backs behind 
him, including senior Chris Hopkins, 
sophomores Terry Battle and Marlon 
Farlow, 94 medical casualty Michael 
Martin and redshirt freshman Brian 
Singleton. 

Offensive weaknesses: Plummer was 
pounded into the ground often last year (36 
sacks), and the line looks similar despite 


the presence of 6-foot-8, 313-pound tackle 
Juan Roque. The Devils must be more effi- 
cient on offense (they converted just 30.9 
percent of their third-down opportunities 
and led the league in penalties) and find a 
complement to Keith Poole, their only 
proven receiver. Junior-college transfer 
Isaiah Mustafa has been compared to J.J. 
Stokes. 

Defensive strengths: Not many. A team 
that allowed 441 yards and 31.5 points a 
game is just hoping its young survivors will 
mature. One immediate goal is to be faster. 
There's depth on the line, and the return of 
sixth-year linebacker Justin Dragoo should 
help team leadership. 

Defensive weaknesses: Opponents com- 
pleted 63 percent of their passes and aver- 
aged 288 yards per game against a sec- 
ondary that included the talented Craig 
Newsome. With him gone, junior-college 
transfer Traivon Johnson and redshirt 
freshmen Lamont Morgan and Mitchell 
Freedman must be better than the 
returnees. Freedman is a David Fulcher- 
type safety. 

Special teams: Another junior-college 
transfer, Robert Nycz, will replace Jon 
Baker as the kicker, Punter Lance 
Anderson averaged 42.7 yards a kick the 
last five games after recovering from an 
early-season knee injury, Battle and 
Hopkins will return kicks. 

Keys to success: The Sun Devils must 
stay healthy and find depth. They docu- 
mented 700 injuries that cost a player a 
game or practice time last season. Of the 


Other than Brian Manning, Stanford has no rell- 
able wide receivers. 


Devils’ 75 scholarship players last year, 15 
were redshirting freshmen and 10 were for- 
mer walk-ons. 

Outlook: It isn’t rosy. The 3-8 record was. 
ASU's worst since 1946, and there was 
grumbling in Tempe even though the rea- 
sons for the slide were apparent. Just like 
'94, this is a rebuilding year. Coach Bruce 
Snyder hopes the 19 freshmen who let- 
tered will improve and gel with the red- 
shirts and nine junior-college players he 
brought in. 

Coach Bruce Snyder says: “The upside 
from last year is that we played a lot of 
young players and it will help us down the 
road. It's no mystery (why the numbers are 
down). From the human side, you hate to 
be criticized and hate to fail, so there's a 
great deal of pain. But on the other side, I 
know why things have happened and I'm 
probably a better coach now.” 


SUN DEVILS DATA 

Coach: Bruce Snyder (15-18, 3 year; 6370-5 overal, 15 year) 
1994 record: 38, Pac-10: 2-67T7Ih 
Key losses: Jon Bakor,K; Eddie Cade, FS; Pamell Charles, 
FB; Jason Kyle, LB; Jeff Kysar, OT; Dan Lucas, LB; Clyde 
MeCoy, WR; Matt Nelson, TE; Craig Newsome, CB; Kendall 
Rhyne, LB; Eric Schmidt, DE; Ken Talanoa, DT; DeMario 
Vaughn, OT. 
Starters returning: Otfenso (5): Chris Hopkins, TB, 6-0/189, 
Se; Jake Plummer, QB, 62/183, Je; Ket Poole, WR, 62177, 
J duan Rogue, T, 68/313, Jc; Pat Thompson, G, 61/203, 
Jt Defense (5): Brent Burstein, E, 68/281, Jt; Tralvon 
‘Johnson, CB, 6-0/186, Jr; Harlen Rashada, DB, 6-2/201, St; 
Marcus Soward, CB, 5-11/179, Sr; Shawn Swayda, T, 6-4/273, 
ut Kickers (1): Lance Anderson, P, 61/216, Jt 
Other key returnees: Tory Battle, TB, Soph.; Steve Bush, 
TE, Jr. (RSne0); Justin Dragoo, LB, Sr. (RSVKne9); Marton 
Fariow, TB, Soph; Gien Gable, OT, Soph, Michael Martin, TB, 
Soph. (RS/kne9); Kirk Robertson, C, Jt. Ty Wade, LB, Soph. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Hopkins (169 att, 
680 yds,, 2 TD); Passing: Plummer (294 att, 159 comp., 9 
INT, 15 TD, 2,179 yds.); Recelving: Poole (31 rec, 669 yes, 
6 TD); Tackle: Rashada (61), Sacker; Mike Langridge (3). 
Top newcomers: Mitchell Freedman, FS, Fr. (RS); Tralvon 
Johnson, CB, Jr. (JC); Devin Kenda, TE, Jr. (JC); Lamont 

(RS); Isaiah Mustafa, WR, Jt (JC); Robert 
(JC); Brian Singleton, RB, Fr. (RS); Dorek Smith, 
Scott Von der Aho, LB, Jr (ransterlowa), 


Last league title won: 1986 (ti). 


LE 
Sept. 2 —at Washington Oct. 14 Brigham Young 
Sopt 9 —Toxas-El Paso Oct. 28 —al Oregon 
Sept. 16 —at Nobraska Nov. 4 UCLA 
Sept. 23 ~Oregon Stalo Nov. 11 —at Cafonia 


‘Sept. 90 —at So, Calfomia Nov. 24 —Arizona 
Oct. 


—Stantord 


) i. STANFORD | 
Offensive strengths: There's more 
returning talent than one would assume on 
a team that lost Steve Stenstrom. Anthony 
Bookman and Mike Mitchell form a nice 1- 
2 punch at tailback, and Brian Manning 
averaged’ nearly 20 yards on 46 catches. 
Three starters return on the line, including 
Brad Badger and Jeff Buckey. 

Offensive weaknesses: Anytime you lose a 
quarterback who started 41 consecutive 
games, there's going to be a dropoff. In 
Stanford's case, it may be more like a cliff fall. 
Mark Butterfield is a fifth-year senior who 
has attempted 51 career passes, and junior 
‘Tim Carey has yet to take a snap. Except for 
Manning, there are no reliable targets. This 
Cardinal will walk before it flies. 

Defensive strengths: It's a short list. 
Stanford allowed 194 rushing yards per 
game and ranked 95th in Division LA in 
scoring defense. Eighteen players who 


have made at least one start return, which, 
in this case, may not be good. It's hoped a 
switch to a 4-3 will turn end Jason White 
into an impact pass rusher. 

Defensive weaknesses: Constant change, 
several injuries, too much youth and a lack 
of talent at some positions led to problems 
last year. New Coach Tyrone Willingham’s 
first priority, besides the alignment switch, 
is to give the defense some stability. 
Special teams: Eric Abrams made only half 
of his 18 field-goal attempts; on a team that 
lost three games by one point and tied anoth- 
er, that’s significant. Kevin Miller replaces 
Aaron Mills as the punter. Bookman and 
Damon Dunn have potential as return men. 
Keys to success: Stanford needs to estab- 
lish a running game capable of taking some 
pressure off the new quarterback. There's 
room for a lot of improvement on defense. 
Outlook: The return of Bill Walsh as coach 
three years ago ultimately backfired—the 
Cardinal ended '94 a dispirited, moody 
team. With him gone, some of those prob- 
lems will disappear, and Willingham, who 
previously was an assistant with the 
Minnesota Vikings, should enjoy a short 
honeymoon. Add seven points to last year's 
offense and the Cardinal would have been 7- 
4, so he’s not inheriting an empty program. 
Willingham’s forte is the running game, and 
the Cardinal has some talent there—but not 
enough to overcome a weak defense. 
Coach Tyrone Willingham says: “The 
team last year was close to being a success 
at times, and at other times didn’t play at 
the level it could. What we're going to try to 
do is develop an offense that can run and 
control the ball. Last year’s team scored so 
quickly and frequently that it forced a 
young defense to play a lot and exposed its 
weaknesses.” 


canDOHAL ATA 
Coach: Tyrone Willingham (1st year), 
1994 record: 3-7-1. Pac-10; 2-6/T7th. 


Key losses: Ethan Allen, FB; Justin Armour, WR; Tony Cline, 
TE; Sath Ditman, OT; Jason Fisk, NT; Coy Gibbs, LB; Mike 
Jeri, G; Aaron Mils,P; Steve Stenstrom, QB. 

Starters returning: Ottenso (5): Brad Badger, G, 6-4/270, 
Jr; Anthony Bookman, RB, §-8/170, Soph; Ja Buckey,T, 
6-5/285, Sr; Tu. Gaynor, C, 6-4/280, Sr; Brian Manning, FL, 
5-11/177, J. Dafonse (9): Mike Hall, LB, 62/290, Sr; Kadar 
Hamiton, $8, 6-200, Soph; Jon Haskins, LB, 6/240, 
Soph; Loroy Pru, CB, -9/170, Jt; Pete Swanson, T, 
6-5/280, Jr; Jami Webb, CB, 5-9/170, Jr; Jason White, E, 
6-9/240, Sr; Kailoo Wong, E, 6-4/250, Soph.; Charles Young, 
FS, 5-11/195, J. Kickors (1): Eric Abrams, K, 5-8/165, Sr, 
Other key returnees: Bran Batson, LB, Jr; Mark Butterfield, 
8, Sr; David Cardor, DT, Sr; Tim Carey, QB, Jr; Damon 


Dunn, FL, Soph; Mark Haris, WR, St; John Hebert, NT, Sx; 
Kevin Miller, P, Soph.; Mike Mitchell, RB, fam Salina, 
FB, Jr Eel Swinton, SS, Jr; David Walker, SS, Sr; Bryan 
Werner, DE, Soph, 


Roturning statistical leaders: Rushing: Bookman (129 att 
577 yds, 7 TD); Passing: Butterfield (11 att, 5 comp, 1 INT, 
07D, 72 yds); Receiving: Manning (46 rec, 899 yds. 5 TD); 
Tackier: Hall (7); Sackor: Swanson (6). 
Top newcomers: Greg Clark, TE, Jr. (JC); Greg Hairston, 
6B, dr. (JC); Derek Hubbard, TE, ur (JC); Tim Smith, QB, Fr 
Brian Toner, LB, Fr; Tony Vella, TE, Fr. 
Site: Palo Ato, Call, Stadium: Stanford Stadium (85,500). 
Last league title won: 1992 (t 
‘SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —at San Jose State Oct. 21 UCLA 


Sept. 9 —at Uiah Oct. 28 Oregon State 
Sept. 18 —Wisconsin Nov, 4—at So. Caifomia 
‘Sopt. 23 —at Oregon Nov. 11 —at Washington St. 
Oct. 7 —atArizona Stale Nov. 18 ~Calfomia 
Oct. 14 —Washington 


Bob Keisser is a columnist for the Long 
Beach (Calif.) Press-Telegram. 
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Ascending: Oregon State. The last time 
the Beavers had a winning season was 
1970, The 1995 season offers their best 
chance since. Jerry Pettibone’s past two 
teams were 4-7; more importantly, they 
were competitive, which is a big change 
from recent years. 
Descending: Arizona State. The Sun 
Devils had great hopes when they hired 
Bruce Snyder away from Cal in 1992, but 
they are suffering from a severe attrition 
of players recently. There were only seven 
scholarship seniors on last year’s team 
from the Class of 1990, and there will be 
only three this year from the Class of ‘91, 
and they aren't expected to contribute. 
Nightmare schedule: Arizona State. As 
if it doesn’t have enough problems, ASU's 
first five games include road trips to 
Washington, Nebraska and USC. BYU 
also is on the schedule, 
Dream schedule: Oregon State, The 
Beavers open with Idaho, Pacific and 
North Texas. They also miss UCLA and 
get Washington, Arizona and USC at 
home. 
Best matchup of the year: USC at 
Notre Dame, October 21, The Trojans 
haven't beaten the Irish since John 
Robinson's first tour of duty at USC 
(1982). They're due, and they're good. 
Worst matchup of the year: Army at 
Washington, September 23. Is this game 
necessary? 
Shocker of the year: Oregon State over 
USC, November 11. No one is expecting 
it, but the Beavers will be in the Pac-10 
race come November. 
Bowl bound: USC and Arizona, for sure. 
UCLA, Washington, Oregon and Cal have 
a chance. 
Biggest shoes to fill: Can either 
Washington running back Napoleon 
Kaufman or Stanford quarterback Steve 
Stenstrom truly be replaced? Mark 
Butterfield and Tim Carey are in line to 
replace Stenstrom, while Washington is 
expected to use more one-back sets with 
fullback Richard Thomas. 
Most underrated player: Oregon State 
quarterback Don Shanklin. This guy isn’t 
respected for his running in a conference 
devoted to throwers. 
Most overrated player: How about most 
overrated position? The Pac-10 has a rich 
tradition at quarterback, but this year’s 
crop doesn't compare to the greats of the 
past. Not one returning quarterback com- 
pleted 60 percent of his passes or threw 
for more than 2,200 yards last season. 
Best head coach: Terry Donahue, 
UCLA. After enduring two decades of 
alumni whining and media bashing in 
LA., he's just four victories shy of sur- 
passing Don James as the Pac-10's all- 
time winningest coach in league play. 
Best coaching staff: Southern 
California. The staff is solid. Offensive 
coordinator Mike Riley is considered one 
of the hot young coaches in the game, an 
innovative, creative mind who soon will 


HONOR ROLL 


4, UCLA (WR Ryan Roques). 
6, Stanford (OL Matt Motherway). 
8. Oregon State (FB Derrick Pool), 
7, Oregon (RB David Crump), 
8, Arizona State (WR Kenny Mitchell), 
9. Calfomia (PK Ignacio Brach). 
10, Washington State (DE Ebonl Wison), 


UCLA linebacker Donnie Edwards doesn't 
need to be told how to hit. 


be running his own team. 

Coach on the hot seat: No chairs are 
hot, but some are warm. A losing season 
would be Keith Gilbertson’s third in four 
years at Cal. 

Best bets: Dick Tomey will get the seven 
wins he needs to become Arizona's all- 


ScourtiNG THE Pac-10 


time winningest coach. . . . The league's 
top four returning running backs— 
UCLA's Sharmon Shah, USC's Shawn 
Walters, Cal's Reynard Rutherford and 
Arizona State’s Chris Hopkins—won’t 
necessarily be the top four backs on their 
respective teams in 1995 because of stiff 
competition. . . . Look for a lot of long 
plays. Seven of the conference's top 10 
receivers (in yardage) are back, as are 
several special teams stars who had big 
plays last year. Stanford's Damon Dunn 
had a 100-yard kickoff return, Oregon's 
Ricky Whittle returned kicks for 92 and 
86 yards, and Cal's Na’il Benjamin had a 
53-yard punt return, ... Oregon's 
Jeremy Asher will make more than 100 
tackles. . . . Keyshawn Johnson will 
break all of USC's single-season receiving 
records. His 66 catches last year were 
third-best in school history, and he 
became one of only three Trojans to have 
a 1,000-yard receiving season, 
Odds and ends: After 14 years of play- 
ing on artificial turf, Cal returns to a grass 
field at Memorial Stadium. At a cost of 
$1.5 million, the rug was yanked and sod 
planted. Cal was 44-34-3 at home in its 14 
years on the artificial surface... . 
Oregon's Mike Bellotti is the fifth coach 
in modern Pac-10 history to inherit a con- 
ference champ. None of the others was 
able to repeat: Dee Andros at Oregon 
State in 1965 (succeeding Tommy 
Prothro), Jack Christiansen at Stanford in 
1972 (John Ralston), Donahue at UCLA in 
1976 (Dick Vermeil) and Jim Lambright at 
Washington in 1993 (ames)... . The 
best quarterback in the conference may 
be Cal's Pat Barnes, who would have 
ranked 29th nationally and fourth in the 
Pac-10 in efficiency (132.9) if he had 
thrown enough passes. Gilbertson may 
live to regret letting Barnes play one 
game as a true freshman in 1993, which 
cost him a year of eligibility. . Arizona 
State linebacker Justin 
awarded a medical hardship sixth year of 
eligibility by the NCAA. He has played in 
only 18 games because of knee and chest 
injuries. Dragoo, 23, who is in his second 
year of business grad school, has been 
dubbed “The Old Man” by teammates. . . . 
Cal tight end Tony Gonzalez is the only 
athlete in America who can claim victories 
over UCLA in both football and basketball 
last season. Gonzalez also is a forward for 
the Cal basketball team. . . . Oregon's 
offense has averaged more than 4,000 net 
since Bellotti joined the 
program as offensive coordinator in 1989. 
. .. Tyrone Willingham, the new coach 
at Stanford, was a walk-on in football and 
baseball at Michigan State and lettered 
three years in both sports. . . . Arizona 
(10) and Arizona State (nine) both went 
the junior-college route in recruiting. A 
year after USC signed nine junior-college 
players, UCLA filled holes with four. Even 
Stanford signed three. 

—BOB KEISSER 
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| ree | NEBRA 
Offensive strengths: The 
got to know are back. Tommie Frazier and 
Brook Berringer might be the two best 
quarterbacks in the league, and running 
back Lawrence Phillips will make a run for 
the Heisman. 

Offensive weaknesses: The ‘Huskers you 
didn't get to know are gone. The line, which 
was together for three years and shut the 
mouth of Miami's Warren Sapp in the 
Orange Bowl, returns just one starter, cen- 
ter Aaron Graham. The line still will be 
good, as always, but it won't wear out 
defenses like last year’s did. ‘ 
Defensive strengths: Linemen, Thi 
’Huskers have a lot of big, mean, strong, 
fast, experienced linemen. 

Defensive weaknesses: The secondary is 
young and has no depth. Because of that, 
there could be a return to the old days 
when top passing teams could throw on 
Nebraska as much as they wanted, 

Special teams: They could be great—or a 
flop. It's up to Darin Erstad. He has the best 
leg in the Big Eight, but he might not return 
if his baseball prospects stay high. If Erstad 
goes, freshmen take over, 

Keys to success: Erstad must stay and the 
offensive line must develop new stars fast. 
Outlook: The "Huskers finally enter a sea- 
son without having to explain why they 
can't win The Big One. They have enough 
to make another run at the national title— 
star quarterback and running back, domi- 
nating defensive front, big offensive line, 
favorable schedule, But the offensive line 
won't do it all like last year. In other words, 
they might not win The Big One. 

Coach Tom Osborne says: “You can 
spend so much time celebrating that you 
forget to come out and play the next year. 
‘That's always a danger.” 
ISKERS 
Coach: Tom Osbome (219-47-3, 22 years) 

1994 record: 13-0 (beat Miami in Orange Bowl). Big Eight: 
70st 

Key losses: Torry Connoaly, OT; Troy Dumas, LB; Dwayne 
Harts, LB; Donta Jones, LB; Barron Miles, CB; Kareem 
‘Moss, SS; Abdul Muhammad, WR; Cory Schlesinger, FB; 
Matt Shaw, TE; Tom Sioler, K; Brenden Stal, G; Ed Stewart, 


sak == 


Linebacker Grant Wistrom will help lead 
Nebraska's defense of its national title. 


BIG EIGHT 


Conference Rank: 4 
By GREG COUCH 


PREDICTIONS 
ORDER OF FINISH 


NEBRASKA 
COLORADO 
KANSAS STATE 
OKLAHOMA 

. KANSAS 

. MISSOURI 

. OKLAHOMA STATE 
8. IOWA STATE 


LB; Zach Wiegert, OT; Joel Wik, G; Rob Zatechka, OT, 
Starters returning: Otfense (4): Reggie Bau, SE, 581170, 
Sr; Aaron Graham, C, 6-4/260, St; Tommie Frazir, OB, 
6-2/005, St; Lawrence Philips, RB, 6-0/215, ut, Defense (5): 
Doug Colman, LB, 6-3/240, Sr; Phil Elis, LB, 62/225, Sr; 
Christian Peter, , 62/290, Sx; Tony Veland, FS, 6:2/206, Sr; 
Tyrone Willams, CB, 6-0/185, Sr. Kickers (1): Darin Erstad, 
PIK, 6-2/200, ur 

Other key returnees: Eric Andorson, OT, Soph; Damon 
Benning, RB, Jr; Brook Berringor, QB, Sr; Clinton Childs, 
RB, Sr; Lesio Dennis, CB, Soph, Chris Dishman, OT, Jr; 
Mark Giiman, TE, Sr; Brendan Holbein, SE, Soph; Clastor 
Johnson, WR, Sr; Jel Makovicka, FB, Jr; Miko Mintor, SS, 
‘ty Stave Ott, G, Sr; Jason Peter, DT, Soph; Eric Stokes, 
‘CBIFS, Jr; Aaron Taylor, G, Soph, Jared Tomich, OLB, J; 
Grant Wistrom, LB, Soph, 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Philips (286 att, 
4,722 yds,, 18 TD); Passing: Berringor (151 at, 94 comp., 
SINT, 1070, 1,296 yds); Receiving: Philips (22 rec., 172 
yds., 0TD); Tacker: Poter (71); Sacker: Peter (7) 

Top newcomers: Kris Brown, K, Fr; Tay Crayton, FS, Fr. 
(RS); Ahman Green, RB, Fr; Sheldon Jackson, TE, Fr, (RS); 
Brian Knuckles, RB, ur (RSIUC); Tony Ortiz, LB, Fr; Mika 
Rucker, LB, Fr. (RS); Eric Warfield, FS, Soph. (Prop 48); 
Shevin Wiggins, WB, Soph. (Prop 48). 

Site: Lincoln, Neb, Stadium: Memorial Stadium (72,700) 
Last league title won: 1994 


Nore 


SCHEDULE 
Sopt. 9 —al Michigan Stale Oct, 21 —Kansas State 
Sept. 16 Arizona State Oct. 28 —at Colorado 
Sept. 23 Pacific Nov, 4 —lowa State 
Sept. 30 —Washington Stato Nov. 11 —at Kansas 
Oct, 7 —at Ofahoma State Nov, 24 —Oklahoma 
Oct. 14 —Missour 


2. COLI 
Offensive strengths: Opposing defenses 
had better plan on covering Colorado's 
receivers for a while—they won't get past 
this offensive line. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Buffs will be 
hard-pressed to replace Heisman Trophy- 
winning tailback Rashaan Salaam. 
Sophomore Herchell Troutman, who might 
bea year away from stardom, gets first shot. 
Defensive strengths: Speed in the front 
seven, especially among the linebackers, 
should allow the revamped defense a 
chance to pressure offenses. 

Defensive weaknesses: Cornerback has 
been a problem the past three years. Now, 
the Buffs lose Thorpe Award winner Chris 
Hudson, and probably Dalton Simmons, 
who hurt his knee in the Fiesta Bowl. 
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Special teams: Kicker Neil Voskeritchian 
has the nickname “Kevorkian” and it’s not 
because he kills opponents. Going to him is 
suicide. Punter Andy Mitchell, a disappoint- 
ment in '94, went to the Ray Pelfrey camp 
this summer and should be better. 
Keys to success: Quarterback Koy Detmer 
must be as good as advertised. The defen- 
sive line, with plans to blitz more, must get to 
the quarterback fast because the corner- 
backs won't be able to cover top receivers. 
Outlook: Colorado is Nebraska in reverse. 
The star players on offense—Salaam, 
receiver Michael Westbrook, tight end 
Christian Fauria and quarterback Kordell 
Stewart—are gone. But the linemen are 
back. With so many losses, and the need to 
adjust to a new coach, the thinking seems 
to be that the Buffs will fail, Don’t count on 
it, Colorado can't replace all its lost stars, 
but the line will provide Detmer plenty of 
time and Troutman plenty of holes, CU will 
pass more than it has in the past, and that is 
a gamble; bad weather in the Big Eight has 
caused passing teams to struggle. The 
defense has given up the 3-4 in favor of the 
4-3, and has been told to attack. 
Coach Rick Neuheisel says: “I promise 
you we'll get down the field just as fast as 
we used to.” 
BUFFALOES DATA 
Coach: Rick Neuheisel (1st yea. 
1994 record: 11-1 (beat Notre Dame in Fiesta Bow). Big 
Eight: 61/2nd. 
Key losses: Tony Bert, OT; Shannon Clavell, DT (declared 
for NFL draft); Christian Fauria, TE; Darius Holland, OT; Chris 
Hudson, CB; Ted Johnson, LB; Rashaan Salaam, TB 
(declared for NFL draft); Kordell Stewart, QB; Dorek West, 
OT; Michael Westbrook, WR. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Rao Carruth, WR, 6-0/180, 
Jt; Heath Inin, G, 65/280, St; Matt Lepsis, TE, 6-6/260, Jr; 
Chris Naeole, G, 6-4/280, Jr; Bryan Stoltenberg, C, 6-2/265, 
Sr. Defense (7): Kerry Hicks, NT, 6-6/260, Sr,; Greg Jones, 
LB/DE, 6-4/230, Jt; Donnell Leomitl, $S, 6-0/205, Sr; Mike 
Philips, LB, 6-9/210, Soph.; Steve Rosga, FS, 6-1/205, Jr, 
Matt Russell, LB, 6:2/235, Jr; Daiton Simmons, CB, 6-0/180, 
Sr. Kickers (2): Andy Mitchel, P, 6-2/195, Soph; Nel 
Voskeritchian, K, 59/165, Sr 
Other key returnees: T.J, Cunningham, FS, Sr.; Elton Davis, 
CB, Soph.; Koy Detmer, QB, Jr; James Kidd, WR, Jr; Ron 
Merkerson, LB, Soph; Clint Moore, OT, St.; Daryt Price, DT, 
Sr, Phil Savoy, WR, Soph; Deren Tadlock, CB, Jr; Melvin 
Thomas, OT, Soph; Herchell Troutman, TB, Soph 
Continued 
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Speedy linebackers like Matt Russell will help 
Colorado's revamped defense pressure foes. 
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PRESEASON ALL-Big Eiaut TEAM 


COACH OF THE YEAR 
Tom Osbome, Nebraska 


Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Troutman (49 att., 
(244 yds., 8 TD); Passing: Detmer (19 att, 10 comp... 1 INT, 
27D, 171 yés); Savoy (17 rec, 28 yd., 1 TD}; 
Tackler; Russell (105); Sacker: Jones (65). 

Top newcomers: Terrell Cade, LB, Fr. (RS); Coleman 
Johnson, C, Fr. (RS); Clitlon Peters, LB, Fr. (RS); Nick 
Zeger, OT, Fr. (RS). 

Site: Boulder, Colo. Stadium: Folsom Field (51,748). 

Last league ttle won: 1991 


Speedy junior Kevin Lockett is part of a superb 
recelving duo for Kansas State. 
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SCHEDULE 
‘Sept. 2 —at Wisconsin Oct. 21 —at lowa State 
Sept. 9 —Colorado State Oct. 28 —Nebraska 
‘Sept. 16 —Northeast Louisiana Nov. 4—at Oklahoma St 
‘Sept. 23 —Texas ASM Nov, 11 —Missouri 
‘Sept. 30 —at Oklahoma Nov, 18 —at Kansas State 
Oc. 7 —Kansas 
— ; — 
Offensive strengths: ‘kett and 


Tyson Schwieger, the Wildcats have the 
best receiving tandem in the league. You'll 
see a lot of these guys on ESPN. 
Offensive weaknesses; Everything else. 
In the Aloha Bowl, Boston College's defen- 
sive linemen found that the shortest dis- 
tance between them and quarterback Chad 
May was a straight line. No one got in their 
way. Since then, the Wildcats have lost their 
only two proven linemen—as well as May, 
Defensive strengths: One of the nation’s 
top secondaries returns intact. And the line, 
led by All-America tackle Tim Colston, lost 
just one starter. Ends Nyle Wiren and Dirk 
Ochs are a superb pair. 

Defensive weaknesses: The only return- 
ing linebacker is Percell Gaskins, a former 
NCAA highjump champ. He is so fast he 
makes a habit of running right into big 
plays. Or past them. 

Special teams: Punter Chad Romano 
showed flashes two years ago. Last year, he 
was so disappointing that Snyder used three 
punters, unable to decide who would do the 
least damage. Now, it's Romano's job again. 
Keys to success: Someone must step up at 
quarterback—Matt Miller? Cody Lee 
Smith?—and the offensive line must have 
learned some lessons. 

Outlook: The Wildcats have all the defense 
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anyone could want and a non-league sched- 
ule any junior college would love. They 
should get another bowl bid. But Miller has 
been unimpressive in the few chances he 
has had, and Smith, a junior-college All 
America, missed all of spring practice with a 
stomach virus that left him unable to digest 
his food. He lost a lot of weight in the worst 
way and is questionable for the season. 
Coach Bill Snyder says: “Under the cir- 
cumstances, it would be difficult to go in 
the same direction we have been going. We 
have very key spots in the program that we 
need to adequately replace. We may not be 
as good as we were, but I don't envision, as 
a program, falling.” 

wears maT 
Coach: Bil Snyder (36-31-1, 6 years), 
1994 record: 9-3 (lost to Boston College in Aloha Bowi). Big 
Eight: 5-2/8. 
Key losses: Barrett Brooks, OT; Ron Brown, WR; Darrell 
Harbert, DT; Eric Hardy, P; Jim Hmielewski, OT; Kirby Hocutt, 
LB; Chad May, QB; JJ. Smith, RB; Laid Veatch, LB, 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Ross Greenwood, G, 
6-3/300, Jt; Jason Johnson, C, 6-3/270, Jt; Kevin Locket, 
WR, 6-0/175, Jr; Brian Loja, TE, 6-7/260, St; Chris 
‘Oltmanns, T; 6-6/300, Jr; Mitch Running, WR, 6-0/185, St; 
Tyson Schwieger, WR, 5-10/180, St, Defense (8): Chris 
Canty, CB, 5-10/180, Soph; Tim Colston, T, 6-17275, St; 
Percell Gaskins, LB, 6-1/215, Sr.; Joe Gordon, CB, 5-9/175, 
Jc; Chuck Marlowe, $8, 6-1/185, St; Ditk Ochs, E, 6-4/250, 
‘St; Mario Smith, FS, 6-0/185, Jr; Nyle Wiren, E,6-1/245, Jt 
Kicker (1): Martin Gramatica, K, 5-9/160, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Jimmy Dean, WR, Jr; Ray Eagle, DT, 
Sr,; DeShawn Fogle, LB, Jt; Soott Heun, OT, St; Eric 
Hickson, RB, Soph.; KendyJacox, G, Soph.; Mice Lawrence, 
RB, Soph; Matt Miler, OB, Sr; Chad Romano, P, Jt; Andrew 
‘Timmons, DT, dr. (RS). 


LB, Ft. (RS); Alex Sanchoyerto, DT, Fr; Cody Lee Smith, 08, 
4, (UC); Ryan Young, OT, Fr. (RS). 
Site: Manhattan, Kan, Stadium: KSU Stadium (42,000). 
Last league ttle won: 1934. 
‘SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —Temple 


Oct, 14 —at Oklahoma State 


4. OKLAHOMA 


season (16.0-yard average), a ranking 
Johnson should help improve significantly. 
Tim Daughtry will handle the punting, but 
a replacement must be found for kicker 
Scott Blanton. 

Keys to success: The Sooners must find a 
quarterback and an offensive line. 
Outlook: For the past few years, the con- 
ventional wisdom has been that Oklahoma 
had talent on the field but not on the side- 
line. Think again. This team is a far cry 
from past Sooners teams. Last year’s offen- 


sive line was highly touted but ended up 
being one of the league's worst, and the 
quarterbacks were a huge disappointment. 
There's no reason to think either of those 
spots are much better now. OU was so big 
and slow when Howard Schnellenberger 
took over that the first thing he did was 
order the players to lose 1,000 pounds. By 
the end of spring, they had lost about 800, 
so they should be quicker. 

Coach Howard Schnellenberger says: “I 
have always believed that talent and experi- 


Offensive strengths: At least one thing is 
like the good old days at Oklahoma: With 
Jerald Moore, James Allen and Jeff Frazier, 
the Sooners are loaded at running back. 
Big things are expected of sophomore tight 
end Stephen Alexander, 

Offensive weaknesses: At the start of last 
season, quarterback Garrick McGee was 
considered a savior. By the middle of the 
season, OU was looking for a replacement. 
The only possible alternatives are fresh- 
men. Redshirt Eric Moore is rumored to 
have a strong arm, but who knows? No one 
has seen him before. There also are two 
highly touted true freshmen quarter- 
backs—Justin Fuente and Chris Redman. 
Defensive strengths: The guys who kept 
Oklahoma from having its first losing sea- 
son since the Johnson Administration last 
season—the  linebackers—all _ return. 
Cornerback Darrius Johnson is excellent. 
Defensive weaknesses: The line is better 
than the offensive version, but not by much. 
Star end Cedric Jones returns, but little else. 
Special teams: OU was the second-worst 
team in Division LA in kickoff returns last 


r 

FANTASY FOOTBALL PLAYERS: Get ready for 
THE ‘Sporting NEWs 1995 Fantasy Football 
Owners Manual 


COMING IN JULY! 


Whether you're a veteran fantasy football player or a 
novice to the game, the 1995 FANTASY FOOTBALL 
OWNERS MANUAL is all you'll need to set up a 
league, prepare for draft day and manage your 
team during the season. The manual includes 
scouting reports on hundreds of NFL players and 
notes on each NFL team, as reported by the 30 
correspondents who cover each NFL team for 
The Sporting News. Also included are multi-year 
stats and averages of each profiled player, expert 
analysis on each draft position and rookies, articles 
offering strategical tips, player rankings, complete 
1994 NFL and fantasy statistics, the 1995 NFL 
schedule, worksheets and more. 


The key to success in fantasy football is preparation, 
and there's no better way to prepare than by scouring 
The Sporting News Fantasy Football Owners Manual 
for insight, tips and tons of stats. 


On sale at your local newsstand July 25th 
or call 1-800-825-8508 
to purchase through mail order. 


LGreuit Card Orders Call: 12800-GET B 


ence that is accustomed to winning can 
accomplish more than talent and experi- 
ence that is accustomed to losing. At this 
point, I'm not sure which we have.” 
SOONERS DATA 
Coach: Howard Schnellenbergor (Ist year; 95:71-2 overall, 
15 years). 
41994 record: 6-6 (lost to Brigham Young in Copper Bowl) 
Big Eight: 414th 
Key losses: Scott Blanton, K; David Campbell, DE; Ben 
Cavil, G; Albert Hall, SE. 
Starters returning: Offense (9): Stephen Alexander, TE, 
657224, Soph; James Allen, TB, 6-1/214, Jt; J.R. Conrad, T, 
6-5/309, St; Chuck Langston, C, 6-1/266, Sr.; Bruce McClure, 
G, 65/265, Soph.; Garrick McGee, OB, 6-4/197, Sr, PJ. 
Mils, FL, 5-11/188, St; Jerald Moore, FB, §-10/226, Jr; Harry 
Stamps, T, 65/904, Sr. Defense (10): Lamy Bush, CB, 5- 
101185, Sr; Brent DeQuasie, LB, 6-3/237, Sr; Anthony Fogle, 
FS, 6-1/193, Jt; Mario Freeman, LB, 5-10/223, Sr.; Rod 
Henderson, SS, 6-2/198, Jt; Darrius Johnson, CBIKR, 5- 
9/180, St; Cedric Jones, E, 64/267, Sr; Fred Lewis, 7, 6- 
2/268, St; Tyrell Peters, LB, 6-1/218, Jr; Broderick Simpson, 
LB, 6-0209, J. Kicker (1): Tim Daughtry P, 63218, Soph. 
Other key returnees: ‘Alexander, K, Soph.; Joe 
Catolo, G, St. (RS); Jeff Frazier, RB, Jr; Paul Oatts, DE, Jr 
(RS); Milton Overton, G, Sr; JaJuan Penny, SE, Sr. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Moore (129 at, 658 


‘Tyrell Peters and his linebacking buddies 
saved the day for Oklahoma last season. 
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Buff fans, we've got just 
what you're looking for — a 
newspaper devoted to the 
Colorado Buffaloes. Sent 
to your door the Monday 
after every game, plus 
once every other week 
during the recruiting 
season, The Buffalo 
Sports News is your 
ticket to CU football. 

A one-year subscription 
(20 issues) is ohly 
$35.95, and includes 
complete game coverage, top-notch 
recruiting updates, and in-depth 
features on players and coaches. 


1995 Preview Issue 
with orders paid by 


YES! I've enctosen proven PAYMENT (CHECK, MONEY ORDER OR CREDIT CARD) 
ron a 1-vEAR susscriprion (20 issues) To THe Burraco Sports News. 


ADORESS 


covstair 


VISA of MasterCard 


PHONE CREDIT CARD EXP. DATE 
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Send To: BSN, 1085 14th St., #1257 Boulder, CO BUFF 1 
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Ashaundai Smith is Kansas’ go-to receiver, but 
he's only 5-6 and caught just 22 passes in '94. 


yds, 10 TD); Passing: McGee (284 at, 149 comp, 13 INT, 
8 TD, 1,909 yds); Receiving: Mils (29 rec., 432 yds, 2 TD}; 
Tachler: Peters (94); Sacker; Jones (14), 
‘Top newcomers: Bennie Butler, RB, Fr.; Justin Fuente, 08, 
Fr; Marquis Gibson, LB, Fr; Kely Gregg, DL, F.; Erie Moore, 
QB, Fr (RS); Chris Redman, OB, Fr. 
Site: Norman, Okla. Stadium: Memorial Stadium (75,004). 
Last league title won: 1987. 
SCHEDULE 

Sept. 9 —San Diego State Oct 21 Kansas 

‘Sept. 16 —Southem Methodist Oct. 28 —at Missouri 
Nov. 4—at Kansas State 
Now. 11 Oklahoma St 


Oct. 14 —Texas (at Dallas) 


Offensive strengths: The Jayhawks not 
only have four top running backs, but a plan 
on how to use them. 

Offensive weaknesses: There were just four 
receivers in spring practice. The go-to receiv- 
er, Ashaundai Smith, is just 5-foot-6 and caught 
only 22 passes last year, He also had a crucial 
fumble in a three-point loss to Oklahoma. And 
who will throw the ball to them? Probably 
inexperienced senior Mark Williams. 
Defensive strengths: The linebackers are 
small but good. Ronnie Ward made 98 tack- 
les last year even though he missed the 
final three games with a shoulder injury. 
Defensive weaknesses: Everything but 
linebackers. Kansas couldn't defend the pass 
last year, and that was a team effort. The line 
never got within a mile of any quarterback, 
which forced the backs to cover and cover 
and cover. And they weren't able to. 

Special team: ith is a big-time return 
threat. Darrin Simmons doesn't punt far, 
but does put the ball out of bounds inside 
the 20. Kicker Jeff McCord was shaky in 
the first half of last season but one of the 
league's best in the second half. 

Keys to succe: ‘ansas must kill a lot of 
time with its running game to keep its 
shaky defense off the field. 

Outlook: The Jayhawks aren't a joke any 
more, but they have gone from embarrass- 
ing to mediocre to the national rankings and 
back to mediocre again. Glen Mason didn't 


use his running backs enough last year, and 
plans are to change that. He had no pass 
rush last year, either, so the Jayhawks will 
switch formations with the help of new 
defensive coordinator Mike Hankwitz. New 
coaches, new formations. But new results? 
Coach Glen Mason says: “You've heard 
the old saying, ‘If it ain't broke, don't fix it?” 
Ifit is broke, try anything. I thought I need- 
ed to try anything.” 

AAYHAWHS DATA 
Coach: Glen Mason (33-45-1, 7 years; 45-55-1 overal, 9 years). 
1994 record: 65. Big Eight: 3-4/5th 
Key losses: Dametl Brit, DT; Don Davis, LB; Harold Harris, 
DE; Steve Harvey, LB; Hessiey Hempstead, G; John Jones, 
G; Kwamie Lassiter, CB; Gerald McBurrows, SS; Chris 
Powel, FB: Asheiki Preston, OB; George White, RB; 
seme Wright, OT. 

Otfense (7): June Henley, RB, 5-11/205, 
ry Rod Jones, T, 64/300, Sr;; LT. Levine, AB, 5-10/210, Sr; 
Jim Moore, TE, 6-3/245, Jt; Ashaundai Smith, WAUKR, 5- 
‘6/160, Sr.; Jared Smith, C, 6-1/260, Jr; Scott Whittaker, T, 6- 
6/220, J. Defense (5): Tony Blevins, CB, 6-0/170, J; Dorian 
Brew, CB, 5-10/175, Sr; Maurice Gaddie, SS, 5-9/185, Soph; 
Keith Rodgers, LB, 5-11/206, Sc; Ronnie Ward, LB, 60/225, 
Sr. Kickers (2): Jeff McCord, K, §-9/215, Soph; Darrin 
‘Simmons, P, 6-1/205, St. 

Other key retumees: Chris Banks, G, Sr, Hosea Friday, TE, 
Jr; Dewey Houston, DT, Soph.; Brett McGraw, DT, Soph.; 
‘Mark Sanders, AB, Jt; Mark Wiliams, QB, Sr; Tim Wills, LB, 
Soph. (RSvacademics) 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Levine (128 att, 
£803 yds., 11 TD); Passing: Willams (30 att, 21 comp, O INT, 
2.TD, 396 yds.); Recelving: Smith (22 rec., 426 yds., 37D); 
Tackler: Ward (98); Sacker: McGraw (3.5). 
‘Top newcomers: Cleve Roberts, OT, Fr. (RS); Ben Rutz, OB, 
at. pus ‘Bonne Wiis, TE, Fr. 

Site: Lawrence, Kan. Stadium: Memorial Stadium (50,250). 
Last league title won: 1958. 


ning backs. In five years ee 
Bob Stull, the Tigers were outrun by five 
miles. Literally. Now, they have the league's 
Offensive Freshman of the Year, Brock 
Olivo; Kenyetta Williams, a transfer from 


Brock Olivo has helped make Missouri's run- 
ning game a formidable obstacle. 
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Indiana; and sophomore Ernest Blackwell. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Tigers have 
running backs, but no one to block for them. 
Defensive strengths: Inside linebacker 
Darryl Chatman is the team’s hardest hitter 
and one of the league's best-kept secrets. 
And tackle Henry Thomas was among the 
nation’s top five junior-college recruits at 
any position. 

Defensive weaknesses: In the secondary, 
the players with experience are slow and 
the ones with speed have no experience. 
Special teams: The best player on special 
teams is the long snapper, Steve Haag. That 
tells you something. With no punters or 
kickers on scholarship, the Missouri kick- 
ing game could be a disaster. 

Keys to success: The Tigers must estab- 
lish a running game, develop a quarterback 
and find consistency on defense, 

Outlook: Missouri might be slightly better 
but its record significantly better in 1995. 
With the softest schedule this side of 
Kansas State, the Tigers have an opportu- 
nity to win six games, enough for bowl con- 
sideration. They haven't been to a bowl for 
so long (1983) that fans would be sure to 
travel with the team, and Smith used to be 
the coach at Arizona. That combination has 
not been lost on the Copper Bowl, which is 
played in Tucson. The Tigers could have 
been .500 last year had it not been for three 
game-ending plays that went against them. 
Was that bad luck or bad talent? Or both? 
Coach Larry Smith says: “I can't blame 
talent. I can't blame coaching. It came down 
to, on all of those, we just have to make the 
play. You either make it or you don't.” 


Coach: Lamy Smit (3-6-1, 1 year, 113-887 overal, 18 years), 
1994 record: 3-8-1. Big Eight: 2-5'6th. 


NT; Trey ONel, OT; Rafe Parsons, G; Marc Pedroti, DE: 
Ke Pole: KP Bran alee, We aon Sn. Cis 


DeMentia Coss, FS, 6-4202, Je; Steve Mart, T, 657284, 
Sr. don Sant, NT, 64/267, St. Kleker (1): Mark Norts,K, 
62/190, J 

Other key returnees: Emest Blackwell, FB, Soph.; Kay 
Blake, LB, Sr; Brandon Corso, QB, Jr; Shad Criss, CB, 
Soph; Lou Shepherd, WR, dr 

Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Olivo (142 at, 

{614 yds,, 5 TD); Passing: Corso (87 att, 31 comp,, 2 INT, 

1 TD, 391 yds.); Receiving: Jenkins (40 rec, 482 yds, 2 TD); 
Tackler: Cross (138); Sacker: Martin (8), 

Top newcomers: Terence Binion, SS, Soph. (transterPit); 
Ed Flanagan, OT, J. (JC); Harold Jones, WR, Jr (JC); Henry 
Thomas, OT, ur (IC); Kenyatta Wiliams, TB, Jr. (trans> 
fecdindiana), 

Site: Columbia, Mo. Stadium: Memorial Stadium (62,000) 
Last league ttle won: 1969, 


SCHEDULE 
on 2 —North Texas ‘Oct. 21 —Oitahoma St 
Sept. 9 Bowing Green Oct, 28 Oklahoma 
Sept. 16 —ai Texas Toch Nov. 4—al Kansas 


Sept. 23 —Northeast Louisiana Nov. 11 —at Colorado 
Nov, 18 —lowa State 


Oct. 7 —at Kansas State 
Oct. 14 —at Nebraska 


~ 


Offensive strengths: Although Barry 
Sanders and Thurman Thomas are long 
gone, Oklahoma State still calls itself 
Tailback U. Andre Richardson and David 


Talented Oklahoma State defensive end Jevon 
Langtord has yet to fulfill expectations, 


Thompson form one of the more formida- 
ble rushing tandems in the league. 
Offensive weaknesses: Quarterback 
‘Tone’ Jones is a firstrate runner but the 
gue’s worst passer. Even if he could 
s, OSU's receivers are too slow. 
Deteaava strengths: Even in their recent 
lean years, the Cowboys have maintained a 
respectable defense, especially on the line. 
End Jevon Langford, a disappointment thus 
far, has as much talent as anyone, 
Defensive weaknesses: If opponents get 
past the line—and they will—there won't be 
anyone to stop them. The secondary looks 
very shaky. 
Special teams: Greg Ivy, who will see plen- 
ty of action in '95, was the nation’s ninth- 
best punter last year. Kicker Lawson 
Vaughn, who won't play much, was great as 
a sophomore in 1993 but average last year. 
Keys to success: The defensive front, and 
particularly Langford, must live up to its 
billing. At least one linebacker must step up 
as a leader, And Jones must become some- 
what of a passing threat. 
Outlook: The Cowboys, who never recov- 
ered from probation of the late '80s, basi- 
cally are starting over. Former coach Pat 
Jones’ plan to rebuild with junior-college 
players didn’t work, and he left new Coach 
Bob Simmons with little offensive talent. In 
two spring games, OSU's first-team offense 
managed just one touchdown against the 
second-team defense. To make things 
worse, four of the Cowboys’ five non-league 
games are on the road. And the Big Eight 
teams the Cowboys can beat, the lower- 
level ones, are on the road, too. 
Coach Bob Simmons says: “We've still 
got a long way to go. Let me say this, 
though. I'm not panicking at all, I know 
what we're doing is right. We've just got to 
get it down pat.” 


COWBOYS DATA 
Coach: Bob Simmons (1st year) 
1994 record: 3-7-1, Big Eight: 0-6-1/T7th, 
Key losses: Russell Berrien, SE; Rafael Denson, FL; James 
Eliot, LB; Linc Harden, LB; Eric Hobbs, LB; Joe Jotferson, 
FB; Dorek Jones, TE; Alan Ors, G; Tyler Wiliams, DT: 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Bryan Hopa, C, 6-4/270, 
St; Tone! Jones, OB, §-11/190, J; Derok Leinen, T,6-4/292, 
‘Jt; Calvin Menephee, , 6-2/294, Soph, David Thompson, 
TB, §-8/200, Jr; Scott Waterbury, G, 6-529, Sr. Defense 
(@): Louis Adams, FS, 6-1/217, Jr; Alamu Bailey, 
St; Trent Fisher, SS, 5-10/190, Jt; Lorenzo Green, 
2/270, Sr; Jeroid Johnson, CB, 59/180, St; Johnny Jones, 
8, 5-9/165, St, Jevon Langlord, E, 6-5/260, Jr.; Norman 
Wiliams, E, 5-10/240, Sr. Kickers (2): Greg Iv, P, 60/190, 
‘Sc; Lawson Vaughn, K, 60/180, St 
Other key returnees: Jarrod Barton, LB, Soph, Jay 
Grostield, DT, Jr; Bryan Guillory, OL, Soph,; Alonzo Mayes, 
TE, Soph; Tim McNeal, WR, Soph ; Andre Richardson, TB, 


Soph 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Thompson (186 at, 
B19 yds, 8 TD); Passing: Jones (256 att, 114 comp, 14 INT, 
8 TD, 1,468 yds.); Receiving: McNeal (4 rec, 99 yds, 07D); 
Sacker: Langford (85) 


; Cameron White, WR, Fr. 
Site: Stilwater, Okla, Stadium: Lewis Field (50,614), 
Last league title won: 1976. 


‘SCHEDULE 


Sept, 2 —al Wyoming Oct. 21 —at Missouri 
Sopt. 9 —at Tulsa Oct, 28 —atlowa State 
Sopt, 16 —SW Missouri State Nov. 4 —Colorado 


Sept. 90 —at Tennessee Nov. 11 —at OWlahoma 
Oct. 7 Nebraska Nov, 18 —Kansas 
Oct. 14—Kansas State Dec, 2 —at Hawaii 


8. IOWA STATE 


Offensive strengths: On this team? 
Offensive strengths? Well, running backs, 
maybe, Fans who were angry with former 
coach Jim Walden for rarely playing highly 
touted freshman tailback Troy Davis last 
season will get more of a chance to s 
Offensive weaknesses: The option is out 
and the passing game is in, but there are 
two problems: no one can pass and no one 
can pass-block, Todd Doxzon is an option 
quarterback who doesn’t have much of an 
arm, and with the Cyclones switching to the 
pro-set, he'll be hit plenty. The line is amess. 
Defensive strengths: Defensive strengths? 
‘The Cyclones have no strong area, but one 
strong player; linebacker Tim Sanders, who 
had 14 tackles against Nebraska last year. 
Defensive weaknesses: You've never 
heard of any of the linemen, and you won't 
have by the end of the season, either. lowa 
State had just eight sacks in 1994, and the 
players responsible for six of them are gone. 
Special teams: This is the lone bright spot 
on a dismal team. Punter Mare Harris 
ranked No, 17 in the nation last year with a 
42.5-yard average, and it's a good thing. 
He'll be used often. Sophomore return man 
Geoff Turner is a threat. 

Keys to success: Prayer. Lots of it. 
Doxzon's experience must make him a bet- 
ter passer than expected, and Davis, a 
Miami native, must show why he was so 
highly rated in the first place. Eight or nine 
linemen must arrive on campus. 

Outlook: New Coach Dan McCarney 
knows all about rebuilding programs. He 
became an assistant at Iowa after the 
Hawkeyes had 15 non-winning seasons in a 
row and at Wisconsin after the Badgers had 
won nine games in four years. Those jobs, 
however, were easy compared to this one. 
Coach Dan McCarney says: “We're starting 


Continued 


BURNING EST IN 


Why did Colorado 
pick Rick Neuheisel? 


H ‘was young and inexperienced. 
Strike one. 
He was not the choice of the popular, 


His hiring was apt to create racial 
tension on a campus that could be 
called “Politically Correct U.” 

Strike three. 

But three strikes, and bee Neuheisel 
was in. As coach at Colorad 

Colorado, which could te attracted a 
big-name coach to replace Bill 
McCartney, instead chose someone who 
had left his alma mater, UCLA, in a huff 
ayear earlier when that school wouldn't 
make him offensive coordinator, 

“The whole object,” Colorado Athletic 
Director Bill Marolt said, “was to hire 
whoever would do the best job. That's 
what we did, .. There isn’t any question 
Rick is young. But there isn’t any ques- 
tion he’s got a great football mind.” 

‘As CU's quarterbacks coach last year, 
Neuheisel oversaw the development of 
Kordell Stewart. As Stewart's develop- 
ment became more pronounced as the 
season progressed, attention turned to 
Neuheisel. Michigan State talked to him 
about its coaching job after George 
Perles was fired. 

‘Then, when McCartney retired unex- 
pectedly November 19, Colorado was 
forced to make a decision: promote the 

“whiz kid" too soon or lose him, The 
start of “recruiting season” was only a 
few days away, and Colorado wanted to 
keep the players who had committed. 

Marolt announced that he would hire 
from within for the sake of continuity. 
McCartney recommended defensive line 
coach Bob Simmons or offensive coordi- 
nator Elliot Uzelac. But some players 
complained that Simmons played 
favorites, and others said they would quit 
if Uzelac were Hea Neuheisel was their 
overwhelming ch 

“He won't run ei down,” quarter- 
back Koy Detmeer said. “He’s all for 
the guys on the field and he doesn't 
play favorites.” 

But not everyone celebrated the hir- 
ing. Jesse Jackson denounced it, saying 
Simmons wasn't chosen because he was 
black; Jackson threatened to have prep 
players boycott Colorado in protest. 

“Jesse Jackson?” one recruit asked. 
“Who's he?” 

Several recruits “did ay! and 
Neuheisel Jincedign one of the nation’s 
top recruiting 

“Tm all for ‘he Ra Rainbow Coalition's 
objectives,” Neuheisel said. “But I did- 
n't think that meant I need not apply. Of 
all the candidates, they felt 1 was best. 

“I'm not giving the job back.” 

GREG | COUCH 
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from scratch, Remember, some of the guys on 

this team have never experienced a win.” 
CYCLONES DATA 

Coach: Dan McCamey (1st year), 

J] 1994 record: 0-10-1. Big Eight 0-4/7 

J] _Key losses: Marcus Aten, LB; Tony Booth, C; Dan Dosta, 

| —_TE; Jim Knot, FB; Marc Libridge, LB; Cedric Linwood, FS; 

| Matt Nichie, LB; Troy Petersen, NG; Doug Ragaller, G; 

| Anthony Scott, DT; Ty Stewart, K: Jim Thompson, G; Brian 

Wikinson, OT. 

Starters returning: Offense (5): Cabin Branch, TB, 5- 

11/189, Sr; Todd Doxzon, QB, 6-0/170, Jc; Rodney 

Guggenheim, FB, 5-9/200, Jc; Mike Horacek, SE, 6-1/192, 

Sr; Tim Kohn, T, 65/298, Jt Defense (5): Jason Brown, CB, 

5-10/187, Soph; Daryl Hal, CB, 58179, Jc; Russel 

ohnson, CB, 510/185, Jr; Tim Sanders, LB, 6-0/208, Jr; 

Matt Straight, $S, §-11/192, Sr. Kicker (1): Marc Harts, , 5 

19/198, J 

Other key returnees: Michael Cooper, LB, Soph; Troy 

Davis, TB, Soph.; Robby Duncan, QB, Soph; Kevin Fleecs, 

NG, Sr; Anis Garris, RB, Sr; Mark Konopka, G, St; Angelo 

Provenza, LB, St; Jason Putz, DT, Sr; Jef St. Clair, OB, Jr; 

BJ, Spyksma, DE, Sr; Geo! Tumer, WR/RBIKR, Soph; Ed 

Wiliams, SE, Soph. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Doxzon (148 att, 

375 yds,, 4 TD); Passing: Doxzon (90 att, 61 comp, 3 INT, 

3 TD, 745 yds.); Receiving: Horacek (22 rec., 368 yds, 2 

TD); Tackler; Sandors (128); Sacker; Sraight (1). 

Top newcomers: Mike Brantey, SE, Ft; James Henderson, 

DB, Jt. (IC); Corey Lambert, OB, Fr. (RS). 

Site: Ames, lowa. Stadium: Trice Field (43.000), 


Last league ttle won: 
ULE 
‘Aug. 31 Ohio University Oct. 21 —Colorado 
Sopl, 9 —at Texas Christian Oct. 28 —Oklahoma St. 
Sept. 16 —lowa Nov. 4 —at Nebraska 
Sopt, 23 UNLV Nov. 11 —Kansas Stato 
Oct. 7 Oklahoma Nov, 18 —at Missour 


Oct, 14 —at Kansas 


Greg Couch covers college sports for the 4 ‘ 
Wichita (Kan.) Eagle. The Cyclones have no defensive strengths, but they have one strong player; linebacker Tim Sanders. 


) ® 
Sporting 


You'll travel with other football fa . attend three games .. . stay in preferred hotels... 
and have plenty of time for sightseeing and relaxing. 
TSN FANTRIPS include game tickets, hotel accommodations, intra-trip transportation, 
VIP reception and tour guide. 


Call toll-free 


800-722-7701 


for TSN FANTRIPS football schedules 


The Sporting News FANTRIPS are operated by Sports Tours, Inc. under license from The Sporting News Publishing Company. 
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ScourtiNG THE Bie Eigut 


Ascending: Kansas State. They haven't 
beaten one of the league's Big Two 
(Nebraska or Colorado) yet, but the 
Wildcats have gone to a bowl and finished 
in the Top 25 in each of the past two sea- 
sons, K-State has surpassed Oklahoma as 
the Big Eight’s third-best team. 
Descending: Kansas. Coach Glen Mason 
took one of the nation’s worst programs of 
the 1980s and built it into something 
respectable, but the Jayhawks seemed to 
have peaked. Kansas is no threat to 
return to the bad old days, but another 
mediocre season, coupled with another 
good year for rival Kansas State, will have 
Mason feeling the pressure. 

Nightmare schedule: Colorado, as 
usual. The Buffs go to Wisconsin and 
host Colorado State and Texas A&M. 
Next year, they've got Michigan, 
Colorado State and Miami. It takes a 
coach with a lifetime contract to make 
schedules like these. One problem: The 
coach with that contract was Bill 
McCartney. The coach who has to play 
those games is Rick Neuheisel. 

Dream schedule: Kansas State, as 
always. Coach Bill Snyder said last season 
that as his program improved, he would 
toughen-up the schedule. The only thing 
that went up were ticket prices. Snyder 
gave Temple $300,000 to move this year’s 
game to Manhattan. The Wildcats also 
host Akron and Northern Illinois and go 
to Cincinnati. 

Best matchup of the year: Nebraska at 
Colorado, October 28. Since 1989, this 
has become the unofficial Big Eight 
championship game, as the winner has 
won or shared the past six league titles. 
Will the Buffaloes’ defensive front be able 
to stand up to the Cornhuskers’ offensive 
front this time? 

Worst matchup of the year: Temple at 
Kansas State. No, Northern Illinois at 
Kansas State. No, Akron at Kansas State. 
Shocker of the Year: Bowling Green 
over Missouri, September 9. Missouri 
Coach Larry Smith will justify the loss by 
saying that Bowling Green is the best 
team in its league, then won't be able to 
name the league. (Bowling Green, by the 
way, is the alma mater of Smith and both 
of his coordinators.) 

Bowl bound: Nebraska, Colorado, 
Kansas State and Oklahoma. If Missouri 
can manage six victories off a light sched- 
ule, its bowlstarved fans might have too 
many dollars for a minor bowl to pass up. 
Biggest shoes to fill: Colorado quarter- 
back Kordell Stewart's. Yes, they're even 
bigger than those of Heisman Trophy 
winner Rashaan Salaam. Although 
Stewart's replacement, Koy Detmer, is a 
more accurate passer, the Buffs will find 
how hard it is to lose a quarterback who 
cari outrun anyone on the field while run- 
ning the option. 

Most underrated player: Oklahoma State 
running back Andre Richardson. He aver- 
aged 6.4 yards a carry last season—but did 


HONOR ROLL 


Colorado's Koy Detmer is a better passer than 
Kordell Stewart, but he isn't nearly as fast. 


JOH WLAN 


not even make second-team alHeague. 
Most overrated player: Oklahoma quar- 
terback Garrick McGee. League coaches 
selected him as Big Eight Offensive 
Newcomer of the Year last season, but 
McGee wouldn't have gotten the vote of 
Oklahoma's new coaching staff, which is 
trying to find a new starting quarterback. 
Best head coach: Tom Osborne, 
Nebraska. The longtime coach won his first 
national title last season. 
Best coaching staff: Nebraska. Of the 
full-time assistants, all but two have been 
on Osborne's staff for the past nine years. 
Coach on the hot seat: Rick Neuheisel, 
Colorado. He hasn't coached a game yet, 
but it will take at least eight victories to 
keep CU fans from grumbling. Neuheisel 
is following a legend and has the league’s 
toughest schedule. 
Best bets: Colorado will contribute more 
TV revenues to the Big Eight kitty than 
Kansas State. . . . Kansas State will 
complain about which bowl game it goes 
to. . . . Colorado will throw more passes 
than Nebraska... . If the Big Eight 
champ goes to the Fiesta Bowl to play for 
the national title, it won't miss Miami or 
the Orange Bowl. 
Odds and ends: The Big Eight has four 
new coaches for just the second time since 
1935. Neuheisel replaces Bill McCartney 
at Colorado; Dan McCarney takes over for 
Jim Walden at Iowa State; Howard 
Schnellenberger replaces Gary Gibbs at 
Oklahoma; and Bob Simmons replaces 
Pat Jones at Oklahoma State... . By 
going 9-3 last year, Kansas State complet- 
ed back-to-back nine-victory seasons for 
the first time. . . . Missouri offensive 
tackle Ed Flanagan used to be a body- 
guard for Sharon Stone. . . . More 
Hollywood: Kansas State quarterback 
Cody Lee Smith's mom is an Academy 
Award-winning makeup artist. Smith took 
a semester off school to be with his mom 
in Poland during the filming of Schindler's 
List. . . . Nebraska's Peter brothers, 
Christian and Jason, will start together at 
tackle on the defensive line. They have 
never lined up together, not even in high 
school. . . . Kansas State defensive tack- 
le Tim Colston felt a little deja vu as he 
watched the movie Forrest Gump on the 
Wildcats’ flight to Hawaii for the Aloha 
Bowl. Colston could relate when he saw 
young Forrest run away from his tormen- 
tors, then break free of leg braces. 
Colston, who is pigeon-toed, wore braces 
on his legs because doctors feared he 
wouldn't be able to move normally, He 
stopped wearing them only because his 
family couldn't afford to keep replacing 
them as he got bigger. He still has hard 
feelings about the teasing he took, . . . 
Football is a sissy sport to Kansas defen- 
sive tackle Brett McGraw, who as a rodeo 
performer has sustained four concus- 
sions, had ankle surgery and was poked 
in the face by a horn. 

—GREG COUCH 
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1. FLORIDA STATE 
Offensive strengths: The Seminoles boast 
the ACC's total-offense champion in quar- 
terback Danny Kanell and the lone return- 
ing 1,000-yard rusher in Warrick Dunn; 
Dunn’s backup is the talented Rock 
Preston. Center Clay Shiver and guard 
Lewis Tyre were All-ACC as juniors. No 
conference team was within 75 yards per 
game of Florida State in total offense. 
Offensive weaknesses: The departure of 
two-time AllACC choice Kez McCorvey 
leaves the Seminoles without a receiver 
who ranked among the top 10 in the con- 
ference. Also gone is the team’s leading 
scorer—this would make a good trivia 
question—fullback Zack Crockett. 
Defensive strengths: Middle linebacker 
Daryl Bush led the team in tackles as a red- 
shirt freshman and gets outstanding sup- 
port on the outside from Sam Cowart and 
Todd Rebol, who combines cerebral and 
emotional elements almost as well as the 
departed Derrick Brooks. 

Defensive weaknesses: Florida State 
could well be called Cornerback U., but the 
departure of Clifton Abraham and Corey 
Fuller leaves the secondary in relatively 
inexperienced hands. 
Special teams: Scott Bentley, recruited as 
the answer to the Seminoles’ chronic kick- 
ing problems, regains the job he yielded to 
Dan Mowrey at the end of the 1994 cam- 
paign. Considering his ability to deliver the 
finesse kick, punter Sean Liss deserves 
more recognition than the placement spe- 
cialists. 
Key to success: Dunn became only the 
fifth player in Florida State history to rush 
for 1,000 yards, but the Seminoles struggled 
against Miami and Florida when they were 
unable to move the ball on the ground. 
Outlook: The Seminoles trade Notre 
Dame for Central Florida; that could enable 
them to be 10-0 when they visit Florida on 
November 25. 
Coach Bobby Bowden says: “I've told the 
players they've got to live up to a lot. A team 
that’s won as many bowl games as we have 
in a row (10), a team that’s won 10 games as 
many times in a row (eight) as we have, a 
team that’s not lost an ACC game (since 
entering the league in 1992)—that's a lot of 
responsibility on our shoulders.” 

SEMINOLES DATA 
Coach: Bobby Bowden (176-47-4, 19 years; 249-794 over- 
al, 29 years). 
1994 record: 10-1-1 (beat Florida in Sugar Bow) ACC: 6-O/tst 
Key losses: Citton Abraham, CB; Derrick Alexandr, DE 
(declared for NFL dratt); Derrick Brooks, LB; Devin Bush, SS 
(declared for NFL drat) Zack Crocket, FB; ‘OMar Elson, 
WR; Corey Fuller, CB; Kez McCorvey, WR; Patrick McNeil, G; 
James Roberson, 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Warrick Dunn, RB, 5-9/178, 
Jt; Todd Fordham, 7, 6-5/292, Jr; Jesus Hemandez, T, 
6-2/288, Sr.; Danny Kanell, OB, 6-4/215, Sr; Melvin Pearsal, 
TE, 6-1/242, Soph.; Clay Shiver, C, 6-2/280, Sr; Lewis Tyre, 
G, 6-5/272, Sr. Defense (5): Daryl Bush, LB, 6-2230, Soph: 
Sean Hamlet, FS, 6-07216, Jr; Todd Rabol, LB, 6-0/215, Sr 
Orpheus Roye, T, 6-4/275, St.; Andre Wadsworth, NG, 
6-4/270, Soph. Kickers (2): Scott Bentey, K, 5-11/178, Je; 
‘Sean Liss, P, 6-4/220, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Dennis Andrews, FB, Se; Chad Bates, 
G, Jc; Byron Capers, CB, Jr; James Coie, CB, Jr; Andre 
Cooper, FL, Jt; Sam Cowart, LB, Jt; EG. Green, WR, Soph; 
Robert Hammond, SS, Soph.; Juan Laureano, OT, Sr. Tyrant 
Marion, DE, St; Wayne Messam, SE, Jr; Rock Preston, TB, 
Soph. Philip Riley, WR, St; Connell Spain, DT, Jr; Pooh 
Bear Wiliams, FB, Soph. (RSknee); Reinard Wison, DE, J. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Dunn (152 at, 


ACC 


Conference Rank: 5 
By DOUG DOUGHTY 


REDICTION 


ORDER OF FINISH 


1. FLORIDA STATE 

2. NORTH CAROLINA 
3. NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
4. VIRGINIA 


o 


Florida State's Warrick Dunn is the ACC's lone 
returning 1,000-yard rusher, 


1,026 yds., 8 TD); Passing: Kanel (380 att, 227 comp, 13 
INT, 17 TD, 2.781 yds.) Recelving: Dunn (34 rec., 308 yds., 1 
TD); Tackler: Bush (86); Sacker. Wilson (11). 
‘Top newcomers: Veron Crawford, LB, Jr. (JC); Hank Grant, 
LB, Fr. (RS); Lamont Green, LB, Fr. (RS); Damian Harel, 
WR, J. (JC); Deon Humphrey, SS, Fr. (RS); Water Jones, 
OC GC) Danan Shane 8 Fe (RS), 
Site: Talahassee, Fla. Stadium: Deak Campbell Stadum 
(77500) 
Last league ttle won: 1994 
SCHEDULE 
‘Sept. 2—Duke (at Orlando) Oct. 21 —Georgia Tech 
Sept. 9 —at Clemson Nov, 2—at Virgina 
Sept. 16 —North Carolina St. Nov. 11 at N. Carolina 
Sept. 23—Central Florida Nov. 18 —Maryland 
Oc. 7—Miami(Fla) Nov, 25 —at Florida 
Oct. 14 —Wake Forest 
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2. NORTH CAROLINA 
Offensive strengths: With Curtis Johnson 
no longer around to share tailback duties, 
Leon Johnson should return to his 1,000- 
yard form of 1993. North Carolina never has 
had a more dangerous pass-atching tan- 
dem than Marcus Wall and Octavus Barnes. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Tar Heels 
weren't the best blocking team even before 
they lost their best lineman, AIFACC tight end 
Greg DeLong, and a pair of veteran fullbacks, 
William Henderson and Malcolm Marshall. 
Defensive strengths: North Carolina 
boasts the premier defensive player in the 
conference in Marcus Jones, moved from 
end to tackle this year to discourage teams 
from running away from him. 

Defensive weaknesses: North Carolina's 
top three tacklers last year were Mike 
Morton, Eddie Mason and Kerry Mock—all 
linebackers and all seniors. Help is needed 
to solidify a run defense that was victimized 
by Sun Bowl opponent Texas for 229 yards. 
Special teams: Wall and Leon Johnson 
each had returns for scores, but the Tar 
Heels’ kicking specialists are nothing spe- 
cial. Mike Thomas, who averaged 43.1 
yards per punt in 1992, hasn't come close to 
that since, 
Key to success: Thomas, after two years 
as Jason Stanicek’s backup at quarterback, 
threatened to win back the job (he started 
four times as a freshman) by the end of the 
"94 season and showed signs of living up to 
the tremendous hype that accompanied his 
arrival in Chapel Hill. 
Outlook: A season-opening date with 
Syracuse and a visit to Louisville have added 
some legitimacy to what traditionally has 
been a soft non-conference schedule. The 
‘Tar Heels don't have much momentum after 
going 3-3 over the last half of the season. 
Coach Mack Brown says: “This year’s 
team will be much younger, but also our 
expectations are much higher than they've 
been. We want to go to a bow! and contend 
for a championship, and, with Florida State 
in the league, that puts pressure on all of us.” 
TAR HEELS DATA 
Coach: Mack Brown (42:38-1, 7 years; 5966-1 overall, 11 yoas) 
1994 record: 8-4 (lost to Texas in Sun Bow). ACC: 6-8/TSrd 
Key losses: Greg Black, DT (declared for NFL draft); Greg 
DeLong, TE; William Henderson, FB; Jimmy Hitchcock, CB; 
‘Curtis Johnson, RB (declared for NFL draft); Malcolm 
Marshall, FB; Eddie Mason, LB; Don Meredith, C; Kerry 
Mock, LB; Mike Morton, LB; Riddick Parker, DT; Tripp 
Pignett.K; Roge Purgason, OT; Jason Stanicek, QB; Oscar 
‘Sturgs, DE. 


Starters retuming: Offense (6): Octavus Bames, FL, 6- 
1189, Soph, Jemess Gethers, G, 63/262, Jr; Mike 
Hobgood, G, 6:3270, Soph; Leon Johnson, TB, 61/208, Jr; 
Byron Thomas, T, 6/312, Jr; Marcus Wall, SE, 5-10/165, Sr 
Defense (5): Sean Boyd, SS, 6-2/200, Sr; James Hamiton, 
LB, 6-5/221, Jr; Marcus Jones, T (moved from E), 6-6/278, 
St; Fuzzy Leo, CB, 6-1/190, Sr; Eric Thomas, FS, 511/200, 
St. Kickers (1): Mike Thomas, P/OB, 6-3/236, Si 

Other key retumees: Russell Babb, G, St; Tery Bilups, CB, 
Soph; Greg Ells, DE, Soph; Freddie Jones, TE, Jr; 
Kivuusama Mays, LB, Soph; Scott Overbeck. G, Sr. (RSV/eg); 
deft Saturday, C, Soph; Brian Simmons, LB, Soph; Rick 
Terry, DT 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Johnson (151 att 
805 yds. 7 TD); Passing: Thomas (83 att, 39 comp, 3 INT, 8 
TD, 715 yds); Receiving: Bames (32 rec, 609 yds., 3 TD); 
Tacker: Lee (63); Sacker: Jones (75) 

‘Top newcomers: Andre Barkley, RB, Fr; Dre’ Bly, DB, Fr; 
Fussell Davis, DE, Fr. (RS); Marcus Dow, DT, Fr. (RS); 
Ebenezer Ekuban, TE, Fr; Jomo Legins, CB, Fr, (RS); 
‘Michael Prinley, DE, Fr. (RS); Robert Wiliams, DB, Fr 

Site: Chapel Hil, N.C. Stadium: Kenan Stadium (62,000), 
Last league title won: 1980, 


Oct, 14 —at Georgia Tech 


3. NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


Offensive strengths: A late-season push 
came too late for Wolfpack running back 
Tremayne Stephens to be named the ACC's 
top rookie, but he finished third in the con- 
ference in rushing with 791 yards in only 
nine games, 

Offensive weaknesses: Coach Mike 
O'Cain bemoans the loss of his starting 
tackles and the Wolfpack will miss the 
clutch receiving of Eddie Goines. 
Defensive strengths: North Carolina State's 
tradition of outstanding secondary play will 
continue with the combination of free safety 
James Walker’s run support and cornerback 
Ricky Bell’s man-to-man coverage ability. 
Defensive weaknesses: North Carolina 
State lost five of its front seven on defense, 
including all three linebackers. Particularly 
difficult to replace will be inside linebacker 
Damien Covington, with nearly 280 tackles 
the past two years, and tackle Carl Reeves, 
second in the ACC last season with 14 tackles 
for losses. 

Special teams; The Wolfpack may have 
been spoiled by kicker Steve Videtich, who 
was 16 of 18 on field-goal attempts as a 
senior, N.C. State's net punting average was 
31.1 yards, almost three yards behind the 
next-lowest ACC figure. 

Key to success: Few quarterbacks have 
directed as many fourth-quarter comebacks 
as Terry Harvey, who must stay consistent 
and injury-free now that longtime stablemate 
Geoff Bender has used up his eligibility. 
Outlook: The Wolfpack, whose last three 
regular-season victories were by a com- 
bined six points, could be a better team but 
not match last year’s 9-3 record while play- 
ing a schedule that includes non-confer- 
ence opponents Alabama and Baylor. 
Coach Mike O’Cain says: “Our goals are 
to be a Top 10 football team, to be in that 
position in the preseason polls. This season 
is our opportunity to take the next step in 
that direction.” 


OMIA 


Coach: Mike O'Cain (16-9, 2 years). 

1994 record: 9-3 (beat Mississippi State in Peach Bow). 
ACC: 6-2/2nd. 

Key losses: Geof Bender, OB; Eric Counts, DT; Damien 
Covington, LB; Dallas Dickerson, TE; Ed Gallon, LB; Eddie 
Goines, FL; Chris Hennie-Roed, OT; Mike Moore, LB; Cart 
Reeves, DT; Chad Robson, P; Wiliam Strong, CB; Steve 
\Videtich, K; Heath Woods, OT. 


Sr; Steve Keim, G, 6-9/282, Sr.; Jonathan Redmond, G, 6- 
1/295, Sr.; Kenneth Redmond, C, 6-2/261, Sr; Tremayne 
Stophens, TB, 5-11/194, Soph, Defense (5): Ricky Bell, CB, 
510/199, Jt; Kenny Harris, SS, 6-2/197, Jt; Mike Harrison, T, 
6-5/290, Sr.; Jon Rissler, E, 6-3/238, Sr.; James Waker, FS, 


None. 
Other key returnees: Morocco Brown, LB, Soph. 
Greet WR, Js Caos Kg TB, Soph; Ron Menk LB, 
Mark Thomas, TE, Soph; George Wiliams, DT, Soph. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Stephens (125 at. 
731 yds, 3 TD); Passing: Harvey (199 at. 116 comp., 9 INT, 
8 TD, 1,466 yds); Receiving: Grissett (20 rec., 183 yds., 1 
TD); Tacker; Waker (84); Secker: Risser (35). 
‘Top newcomers: Jose Laureano, OB, Fr. (RS); Jason Perry, 
FS, Fr (RS); Rodney Redd, CB, Fr. (RS); Hassan Shamsid- 
Deen, CB, Fr. (RS). 


Virginia's James Farrior ranks among the 
nation’s best outside linebackers. 


Site: Raleigh, N.C. Stadium: Carter-Finley Stadium (45,000). 


SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 31 —Marshall Oct. 21 —at Duke 
Sept. 9 —Virginia Nov. 4—Manyland 
Sep 16 at Poa State Nov. 11 —at Georgia Tech 
Sept. 23 Baylor Nov, 18 —at Wake Forest 
Sept. 30 Clemson Nov. 24 —North Carolina 


Offensive strengths: Mike Groh didn’t 
become the Cavaliers’ full-time quarterback 
until the sixth game of the "94 season, but 
he led the ACC in passing efficiency and 
was named offensive MVP of the 
Independence Bowl. Alternating tailbacks 
Kevin Brooks and Tiki Barber combined 
for more than 1,300 yards. 

Offensive weaknesses: Virginia didn't 
have an all-conference lineman in 1994— 
either first or second team—and lost tack- 
les Chris Harrison and Jason Augustino to 
injuries in the spring, although both are 
expected to be ready this fall. 

Defensive strengths: The Cavaliers led 
the nation in interceptions for the second 
consecutive year, getting a total of 14 from 
cornerbacks Ronde Barber and Joe 
Crocker. Outside linebackers Jamie 
Sharper and James Farrior are among the 
nation’s best. 

Defensive weaknesses: The nation’s top- 
ranked defense against the run will have to 
do without Mike Frederick, who started 47 
consecutive games at end, and underrated 
tackle Ryan Kuehl. 

Special teams: Opponents returned only 
11 of Will Brice’s 55 punts—for a total of 18 
yards. Kicker Rafael Garcia, who had a 
school-record five field goals against 
Virginia Tech, needs consistency. 

Key to success: The Cavaliers need to find 
a big-play offensive performer to take the 
place of wide receiver Tyrone Davis, who 
finished his career as the all-time No. 2 man 
in ACC touchdown receptions. 

Outlook: Virginia will have difficulty 
matching last year’s nine-victory perfor- 


mance, The schedule includes seven 1994 
bowl teams, including Michigan in the sea- 
son-opening Pigskin Classic. 
Coach George Welsh says: “It's (the 
Pigskin Classic) something we had to do. 
It's not for the money. The money helps, 
but the idea of national television outweighs 
eveything else, You might get beat, but it’s 
one of those games you don't get too often.” 
CAVALIERS DATA 

Coach: George Welsh (89-59-3, 13 years; 144-105-4 overall, 
22 years). 
1994 record: 9-3 (beat Texas Christian in Independence 
Bow), ACC; 5-/T3rd. 
Key losses: Tyrone Davis, WR; Mike Frederick, DE; Bryan 
Heath, C; Ryan Kuehl, OT; Randy Neal, LB; Cat Smith, S; 
‘Charles Way, FB. 
Starters returning: Offense a Demetrius ise) au WR, 
5-10/150, Sr; Jason 7,6-8/274, Sr; 
TB, 51/195, Sc; Mike Groh, OB, 63/199, Sx oe 
Harrison, T, 64/289, Sr; Bobby Neely, TE, 6-4/245, St 
Jeremy Raley, G, 6-3/272, Jr; John Slocum, G, 6-6/298, St. 
Defense (7); Ouane Ashman, E, 6-4/260, Jt; Ronde Barber, 
CB, 5-10/169, Soph,; Joe Crocker, CB, 6-0/197, Sr; Percy 
Ellsworth, S, 6-3/199, Sr.; James Farrior, LB, 6-2/226, Jr; 
Jamie Sharper, LE, 63/229, Jr; Todd White, T, 6-1/260, 
Kickers (2): Will Brice, P, 6-5/202, Jr; Rafael Garcia, K, 
510/198, J 
Other key returnees: Tony Agee, OT, Gy Tiki Barber, RB, 
Jt,; Dave Gathman, C, Jt; Jon Harris, DE 
WR, Se; Skeet Jones, LB, Sx; Ton ood ca, 
London, S, Sr. 

Statistical leaders: Rushing: Brooks (173 at, 
741 yds., 8 TD); Passing: Groh (216 att, 138 comp., 7 INT, 
13 TD, 1,711 yds); Receiving: Jeers (33 rec., 560 yds., 3TD), 
Tackler: Sharper (118); Sacker: Ashman and White (5.5), 
‘Top newcomers: Aaron Brooks, QB, Fr, (RS); Adrian Burnim, 
B, Fr. (RS); Robert Hunt, G, Fr. (RS); Anthony Poindexter, 
8, Fr. (RS); Charles Preston, DE, Fr, (RS); Terrence Wilkins, 
AB, Fr, (RS). 
Site: Charlottesvile, Va. Stadium: Scott Stadium (40,000). 
Last league title won: 1989 (te). 


‘SCHEDULE 
‘Aug. 25 —at Michigan Oct. 7 —at N. Carolina 
(Pigskin Cassic) Oct. 14 Duke 
Sept. 2 —Wilkam & Mary Oct. 21 —at Texas 
Sept. 9 —atN. Carolina St. Nov. 2 —Florda State 
Sept. 16 —Georgia Tech Nov. 11 —at Maryland 
‘Sept. 23 —at Clemson Nov. 18 Virginia Tech 


Sept. 90 —Wake Forest 


Offensive strengths: After scoring more 
than 14 points only once in their first seven 


Continued 


Clemson retums four starters in its secondary, 
including cornerback Dexter McCleon. 
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FIRST TEAM _ 


PRESEASON ALL-ATLANTIC Coast TEAM 


__PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


SECOND TEAM 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
OFFENSE: Charies Wiley, RB, Georgia Tech 
DEFENSE: Michael Pringle, DE, North Carolina 


= ee SPECIALISTS 
K RAFAEL GARCIA, Virginia SIONS Ie. 
COACH OF THE YEAR f RICE vig 2 = 
Ey Rei Fon 8 KA_WARCUS WALL, Noth Caroina5-1065 Sr. 


games, the Tigers averaged nearly 20 over 
the last four games with an all-freshman 
backfield featuring quarterback Nealon 
Greene and tailback Lamont Pegues. 
Onetime tailback Antwuan Wyatt could bea 
dangerous wide receiver. 

Offensive weaknesses: The line showed 
improvement during the season but still 
hasn't proved it can move better teams off 
the ball—witness four games of sub-200 
yards in total offense. 

Defensive strengths: Seven teams passed 
for 200 or more yards against Clemson last 
season, but that was because nobody ran on 
the Tigers. All four starters return in the 
secondary, headed by hard-hitting safety 
Brian Dawkins. 

Defensive weaknesses: Former starting 
quarterback Patrick Sapp is being moved to 
outside linebacker to help offset the loss of 
four of the Tigers’ top five tacklers. Inside 
linebackers Tim Jones and Mike Barber (a 
combined 221 tackles) will be sorely 
missed. 

Special teams: The Tigers won't be able to 
match the versatility of departed Nelson 
Welch, who not only broke the Clemson 
scoring record and set an ACC field-goal 
mark but also punted for the Tigers as a 
fifth-year senior. Return men Andre 
Humphrey and Dexter McCleon weren't as 
dangerous as billed in "94. 

Key to success: Clemson led Division FA 
in turnover margin last season, a reflection 
of carefulness on offense and opportunism 
on defense that usually pays dividends in 
the won-lost column. 

Outlook: It seemed that Clemson was the 
hottest team in the ACC when it won three 
straight games after a 2-5 start, but a sea- 


SPECIALISTS 


SCOTT BENTLEY, Florida State 5-11/178 Jr. 
64/220 


son-ending 33-7 home loss to South 
Carolina showed there is much rebuilding 
still to be done. 

Coach Tommy West says: “The transition 
to a balanced attack, from a total option 
team that never dropped back, is extremely 
difficult. We're not turning back. The only 
question is how fast can we go.” 


Duke's Spence Fischer is bidding for his third 
consecutive 2,000-yard passing season. 
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Tiss ATA 
Coach: Tommy West (6-6, 1 year; 10-13 overall, 2 years) 
1994 record: 56. ACC: 46th, 

Key losses: Mike Barber, LB; Ed Gienn, TE; Tim Jones, LB; 
Wardel Rouse, LB; Damal Stephens, LB; Nelson Welch, KP. 
Starters returning: Offense (10): Jim Bundren, T, 64275, 
Soph; Kenya Crooks, SE, 63/190, Soph; Nealon Greene, 
8, 5-11/190, Soph,; Marcus Hinton, FL, 6-0174, St; 
Dwayne Morgan, , 6-3/300, Sr; Lamont Pegues, TB, 5- 
11/195, Soph; Raymond Priester, FB, 61/220, Soph; Trevor 
Putnam, C, 6-4/265, St; Glenn Rountree, G, 6-485, Soph.; 
Wil Young, G, 62/280, Sr. Defense 
5-10/194, dr; Marvin Cross, E, 6-4/253, St; Carlos Cuny, 
NG, 62/265, St; Brian Dawkins, SS, 6-0/190, St; Andre 


Anthony 
Ford, CB, Jr; Warren Fomey, DE, Sr: ‘amon Hal, TE, 
‘Soph; Robert Jackson, OT, St; Patrick Sapp, LB (moving 
fom OB}; Raymond Whe, NT Soph Bret Wane, DE DE, Jes 
(Chuck Winsiow, LB, St; Antwuan Wyatt, WAVRB, J. 
statistical leaders: Rusher: Pegues (92 att, 390 
yds.,2 TD); Passer: Greene (94 att, 51 comp., 1INT, 17D, 
524 yds.); Receiver: Wyatt (30 rec., 282 yds., 1 TD); Tackler: 
Dawkins (69); Sacker: Cuny (2.5). 
‘Top newcomers: Donald Broomfield, LB, Fr. (RS); Rashidi 
Brown, RB, Fr.; Derrick Dingle, LB, Fr; Wesley Elis, TE, Fr, 
(RS); Bly Luckie, Q8, Fr; Anthony Simmons, LB, Fr; Joe 
Woods, WR, ut. (transler/Mississpp)). 
Site: Clemson, S.C. Stadium: Clemson Memorial Stadium 
(81,473). 
Last league title won: 1991. 
SCHEDULE 


Sept. 2—Westem Carolina Oct. 21 —at Maryland 
Sept. 9—Florida State Oct. 28 —at Georgia Tech 
Sept. 16 —at Wake Forest. Nov. 4—North Carolina 
Sept. 23 —Virginia Nov. 11 Duke 

Sept. 30 —atN. Carofina St. Nov. 18 —at So. Carolina 
Oct. 7 —Georgia 


UK 
Offensive strengths: Spence Fischer, 
whose career totals will rank him among 
the elite quarterbacks in ACC history, is 
bidding for a third consecutive 2,000-yard 


Maryland linebacker Ratcliff Thomas Is the 
ACC's top returning tackler. 


passing season. His targets include the 
ACC’s top pass-catching tight end, Bill 
Khayat, and Corey Thomas, who caught 
eight touchdown passes as a freshman. 
Offensive weaknesses: Robert Baldwin 
was the ACC Player of the Year in 1994 
when, as a fifth-year senior, i led the ACC 
ishing and touchdowns, Pc 
or Matt DeOrio had his 
short by a broken clavicle. 
Defensive strengths: The Blue Devils 
ranked second in Division LA in turnover 
margin, due at least partly to the oppor- 
tunistic play of a trio of underclassmen— 
free safety Ray Farmer and linebackers 
Billy Granville and John Zuanich. 
Defensive weaknesses: Farmer could be 
a little vulnerable in a Duke secondary that 
will miss cornerback Jamal Ellis and safety 
Zaid Abdul-Aleem. Opponents passed for an 
ACC-high 2,798 yards against the Blue 
Devils last year. 
Special teams: Heather Sue Mercer got a 
look at kicker in the spring, but Tom 
Cochran is entrenched after going 13 of 22 
on field-goal attempts last year, as is punter 
John Krueger, whose 41.9-yard average was 
second in the ACC. 
Key to success: The difference between 
last year’s Duke team and its predecessors 
was a dependable running back. Coach 
Fred Goldsmith traditionally has had a bal- 
anced offense, dating to the Trevor Cobb 
era at Rice. 
Outlook: A relatively soft early-season 
schedule enabled the Blue Devils to get off 
to a 7-0 start in 1994. Florida State awaits in 
the opener this year in Orlando, but there 
are opportunities over the next four weeks. 
Coach Fred Goldsmith says: “A lot of 
people will say (1994) was a fluke, but 1 
think any time you have success and get 
positive feedback, it makes you want to 
have more success.” 

BLUE DEVILS DATA 
Coach: Fred Goldsmith (8-4, 1 year, 33-42-1 overall, 7 years). 
1994 record: 8-4 (lost to Wisconsin in Hall of Fame Bow). 
ACC: 5-3/T3rd. 
Key losses: Zald Abdul-Aleem, SS; Robert Baldwin, RB; 
Jamal Etis, CB; John Farquhar, TE; David Hawkins, LB; Jon 
Jensen, FL; Damon Wallace, G; Matt Wiliams, OT. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Jeroen Eggo, C, 62275, 


St; Spence Fischer, 0B, 64/220, Sr; 
Sc; Chad Melita, G, 6-3'290, Soph. Jon Merl, T, 6-4/295, 
Sc; Corey Thomas, SE, 5-11/165, Soph. Defense (8): Carlos 
Bagley, LB, 5-10/210, Sr; Ray Farmer, FS, 64/220, Sx: Bily 
Granvile, LB, 6-240, sr; Bemard Holsey, NG, 6-2/280, Sr; 
James Kirkland, T (moving to E/LB), 6-2270, St; Brandon 
Pollock, CB, 5-10/175, ur; Mike Stallmeyer, T, 69255, Sr; 
John Zuanich, LB, 6-3/205, St, Kickers (2): Tom Cochran, K, 
6-1/195, Sr; John Krueger, P, 6-4/205, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Philip Cheppel, OT, Jr; Clarence 
Colins, G, Sr; Matt DeOrio, RB, Soph,; Tee Edwards, 8S, Se; 
LeVance McQueen, LB, Soph,; Joo! Nicholson, FL, Jr; Jason 
Ritz, LB Sr; Tawambi Settles, $S, Soph, T.C. White, RB, Jt 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Whita (21 att, 106 yds., 
17D) and DeOrio (16 at, 108 yds, 0 TD); Passing: Fischer 
(346 att, 204 comp, 8 INT, 16 TD, 2.285 yds); 

Khayat (49 rec., 862 yd.,2 TD); Tac: Ganvile (115), 
Sacker: Zuanich (6). 

‘Top newcomers: Lyle Burdine, LB, Fr. (RS); Kenan Holey, 
Fr (RS); Brian Krenzel, FS, Fr. (RS); Chris Ruzic LB, Fr. 
(RS); Desi Thomas, CB, Fr. (RS). 

Site: Durham, N.C, Stadium: Wallace Wade Stadium (33,941). 
Last league ttle won: 1989 (ta), 


Bill Khayat, TE, 6-4/225, 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —Florida State Oct. 7 —Georgia Tech 
(at Orlando) Oct. 14 —at Virginia 
Sept. 9 —Rutgers Oct, 21 —-N. Carolina St. 
Sept. 16 —at Army Oct. 28 —Wake Forest 
Sept. 23 —at Maryland Nov. 11 —at Clemson 
Sept. 30 —Navy ‘Nov. 18 —at N. Carolina 


Offensive strengths: ACC receiving 
champion Geroy Simon has emerged as 
another dangerous target for quarterback 
Scott Milanovich, who failed to approach 
his 3,499 passing yards from 1993 but cut 
his interceptions from 18 to nine, Receiver 
Jermaine Lewis is one of the nation’s best. 
Offensive weaknesses: The running 
game failed to produce in late-season losses 
to Virginia and Syracuse, and now the 
Terrapins must deal with the loss of rush- 
ing leader Allen Williams, All-ACC tackle 
Steve Ingram and three other seniors on 
the line. 

Defensive strengths: Maryland cut its 
defensive yield by more than 150 points and 
1,200 yards as a freshman-dominated 1993 
unit matured, Linebacker Ratcliff Thomas 
is the ACC's top returning tackler and cor- 
nerback Andreal Johnson could play for 
anybody. 

Defensive weaknesses: The Terrapins’ 
defense has hardly arrived, ranking eighth 
in the ACC in total defense, rushing 
defense, pass defense and scoring defense. 
Special teams: Transfer Joe O'Donnell 
made nine field goals (in 10 attempts), a 
vast improvement over the one field goal 
Maryland converted in 1993. Milanovich 
didn’t repeat as All-ACC but remains a qual- 
ity punter. 

Key to success: Academic casualties vic- 
timized the Terrapins before the '94 season 
and there was some concern in the off-sea- 
son after Milanovich dropped some classes. 
Maryland must put an end to those and 
other off-the-field distractions. 

Outlook:, A season-opening 49-16 loss at 
Duke was a slap in the face for the Terps last 
year. This season, Maryland has a chance to 
show how far it has come when the Blue 
Devils, fresh off a Hall of Fame Bowl appear- 
ance, visit Byrd Stadium in September. 
Coach Mark Duffner: “We've made it very 
clear to our players that our goal is a winning 
season. That has been the goal all along, but 
hopefully now we've rounded the corner.” 


Continued 


BURNT QUESTION 


Will a deserving team 
miss postseason fun? 


NG there enough bowl games to go 
around for ACC members? 

That has become a hot topic on the 
Atlantic Seaboard. And if five ACC 
teams again win eight games. in the reg- 
ular season (as they did in 1994), the 
howling surely will begin. 

‘The ACC has had five bowbeligible 
teams in four of the past five seasons, but 
it has become increasingly difficult to 
find slots for all of them, In fact, it took a 
Jate agreement with the Independence to 
get a bid for 83 Virginia last season— 
one year after the Cavaliers stayed home 
after finishing 7-4. 

‘The ACC isn't even assured a spot for a 
fourth bow-eligible team this year after 
losing its tiein with the Outhack Bowl 
(formerly the Hall of Fame), which 
dropped the ACC in favor of the SEC. 

“We're kind of hanging in there with 34 
slots,” said ACC associate commissioner 
Tom Mickle, who helped negotiate a 
new arrangement in which the ACC and 
SEC will share a spot in the Carquest 
Bowl, 

‘The Carquest, locked into the third 
choice of Big East teams, has the 
fourth choice of ACC teams or the fifth 
choice of SEC teams—whichever it 
prefers—as an opponent. 

ACC teams traditionally sell a lot of 
tickets for the Peach Bowl in Atlanta, 
but the greater the distance from 
home, the more fickle the following. 

“What we really need is more bowls 
‘on the East Coast,” Mickle said. “The 
only open slots are two in the 
Independence, one in the Liberty and 
‘one in the Freedom, which has never 
taken an ACC team.” 

All is not lost because the ACC will 
send its champion to either the Fiesta, 
Orange or Sugar as part of the Football 
Bowl Alliance. Of course, that titlist 
almost surely will be Florida State, win- 
ner of all 24 of its ACC games since 
joining the conference, 

‘The ACC is eligible for a second 
alliance slot as a wild card, but that slot 
is available to virtually anybody in the 
country, Barring that, the Gator will 
have the second choice of ACC teams, 
with the Peach getting the third pick. 

“[ would like to have a fourth spot; I'd 
love to have the Carquest by our- 
selves,” Mickle said. “But financially 
the alliance is great for us. Our top 
team is guaranteed $8 million instead of 
$4 (million).” 

‘The difference between the top pay- 
out last year (the Sugar Bowl) and the 
top payout this year is $3.55 million, to 
be split among nine schools, but money 
isn't everything when you're sitting 
home in front of the TV at bowl time. 

—DOUG DOUGHTY 
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TERRAPINS DATA 
Coach: Mark Dutiner (9-24, 3 years; 69-29-1 overal, 9 years). 
1994 record: 4-7. ACC: 2-677t, 
Key losses: Jamie Bragg, C; Jade Dubis, G; David Hack, G; 
Steve Ingram, OT; Raphael Wall, CB; Russ Weaver, WR; 
‘Alen Wiliams, RB; Erick Wood, LB. 
Starters : Offense (5): Mancel Johnson, WA, 
6-1/178, J; Jermaine Lewis, WR, 58172, Se; Scott 
Milanovich, QB, 69227, St; Mark Motey, T, 65/297, St: 
Geroy Simon, WR, 60/177, Jt. Defense (9): Aaron Henny, T, 
Eric Hicks, E, 6-6/227, Soph.; Wade Inge, DB, 
‘Andreal Johnson, DB, 5-10/172, Je; Mike 
Sets, LB, 6/200, Sr; Jermaine Stewart, DB, 6-1/194, J: 
Ratcif Thomas, LB, 6-0/231, Jc; Al Wallace, E, 6-4/245, Jr; 
Pat Ward, NT, 65/296, Soph. Kickers (2): Scot Mianovich, 
P, 6-827, Sr; Joe O'Donnel, K, 5-9/180, Jt. 
Other key returnees: Jason Brown, DE, Soph. (RSvacade- 
mics); Tim Brown, LB, Sr; Darr! Giliam, OT, Soph.; Lamont 
Gore, DB, Jr; Erk Greenstein, C, Jc; Johnnie Hicks, DT, 
‘Soph. (RS/academics); Orlando Strozer, DB, Soph. 
(ASfnjury); John Teter, OGIOT, Sr; Brian Underwood, RB, 
Soph; Tim Watson, DT, Soph. (RSVcademics). 


INT, 20 TD, 2,394 yds.); Receiving: Simon (77 rec., 891 yds., 
5 TD); Tacker: Thomas (140); Sacker: Walace (7.5). 

‘Top newcomers: John Feugil, OT, Fr. (RS); Pete Sorrentino, 
OT, Ft (RS/njury; Tony Suman, OT, Fr (RS); Jason Word, 
WA, Jr, (JC). 

‘Site: College Park, Md. Stadium: Byrd Stachum (48,000), 
Last league title won: 1985, 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —at Tulane Oct. 21 —Clemson 
Sept. 9—Noth Carolina Oct. 28 —at Louisville 
Sept. 16 —West Vigna Nov. 4—atN. Carona St. 
Sept. 23 —Duke Nov. 11 —\ 


‘Sep. 28 —at Georgia Tech 
Oct. 7 —at Wake Forest 


8. GEORGIA TECH 
Offensive strengths: An able-bodied Mike 
Cheever returns at center after an injury- 
plagued 1994 season and rejoins an experi- 
enced unit that also features veteran Curtis 
McGee at tackle. Big-play threat Derrick 
Steagall returns at wide receiver after miss- 
ing the last seven games with a broken arm. 
Offensive weaknesses: The late-season 
ineffectiveness of the passing game was a 
concern for the Yellow Jackets, who gave 
1993 starter Donnie Davis a chance to win 
back his job from Tommy Luginbill. Not 
only did Davis win the position, but 
Luginbill later decided to transfer. 
Defensive strengths: Five freshmen 
played on the defensive line last year for 
Georgia Tech, which added three transfers 
to the mix in the off-season. Youth could be 
a problem, but there was enough talent to 
move noseguard Zach Piller to offense. 
Defensive weaknesses: Jamal Cox and 
Rodney Wilkerson are gone after starting 
every game last year at inside linebacker 
and combining for 264 tackles. The depar- 
ture of Don Hickson and Freddie Coger on 
the outside is further cause for concern. 
Special teams: First-team AIFACC punter 
Jason Bender has departed and kicker 
Chris Leone is inconsistent on field goals (9 
of 16, four misses inside the 40). Steagall 
always is a threat to break a return. 

Key to success: The Yellow Jackets need 
to cut down on their turnovers after com- 
mitting an ACC-high 38 last season, includ- 
ing 11 in the last two games. To make mat- 
ters worse, they also failed to force a 
turnover in the last three games. 

Outlook: George O'Leary brought in many 
of his own people after the season, so there 
could be some adjustment to a new staff 
and new ideas. The Yellow Jackets will be 


Nov. 18 —at Florida State 


improved, but the schedule includes six 
bow! teams, plus Georgia and Clemson. 
Coach George O'Leary says: “My goal 
right now is to be a consistent bowl team, 
and that would be our goal for this year. On 
the offensive side, the talent base is a lot 
better than a 1-10 record (indicates).” 
YELLOW JACKETS DATA 
Coach: George O'Leary (0-3, 1 yea. 
1994 record: 1-10. ACC: 083th, 
Key losses: Jason Bender, P; Bran Bravy, G; Freddie Coger, 
LB; Jamal Cox, LB; Lethon Flowers, CB; David Hendrix, SS; 
Don Hickson, LB; Tommy Luginbil, OB (left school); Bi 
Neuss, DT; Jet! Papushak, TE; Charlie Simmons, SE; Michael 
‘Smith, FB; Rodney Wilkerson, LB, 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Mike Cheover, C, 6-4/285, 
Sr,; Jason Dukes, 7, 6-7/297, St; Curtis McGee, T, 6-57275, 
Jt; Derrick Steagall, FL, 6-0/196, Jr.; Chuck Vermau, G, 
6.53319, St; C.J. Willams, TB, 6-1/185, Soph. Defense (3): 
Mike Deo, FS, 6-4/190, Jr; Ralph Hughes, E, 6-4/241, Soph; 
Nate Perryman, CB, 5-9/160, Jt. Kickers (1): Chris Leone, K, 
66201, Jr 
Other key returnees: Grant Bayrham, TE, Jt; Mel Bowers, 
FBVTB, Jr. (RS/knee), Patrick Bradiord, DT, Soph.; Ken Cela, 
G, Soph.; Donnie Davis, O8, Sr.; Yo! Molina, OT, Jr. 
(RS/knee); Zach Pier, OT (moved trom NG), Soph.; Harie 
Robinson, SE, Soph. (RS/hamstring}; Rion Rogers, LB, Soph; 
Zachery, FL. St 


Cedric 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Wikams (120 at, 
564 yds,, 1 TD); Passing: Davis (16 att, 8 comp, 1 INT, 
(TD, 88 yds); Receiving: Zachery (28 rec., 283 yds., 1 TD); 
Tachler: Rogers (60); Sacker: Hughes (35) 

Top newcomers: Kamal Balogun, DE, Jr (JC); Tony 
Cannion, CB, Fr (RS); Art Dreher, LB, Fr, (RS); Kenya Fouch, 
TE, Ft, (RSAnee); Curtis Hollemen, TB, Fr. (RS); Alber 
Jackson, DT, ur. (ransfer/Wisconsin); Jermaine Miles, DE, J, 
(C),; Charles Wiey, RB, Fr. (RS). 

Site: Atlanta. Stadium: Grant Feld (48,000). 

Last league ttte won: 1980, 


Sept. 2—Furman Oct. 21 —at Florida State 
Sept. 7 —at Arizona Oct. 28 —Clemson 
‘Sept. 16 —at Vigiia Now, 4—at Wake Forest 
‘Sept. 28 —Maryland Now. 11 N. Carolina St. 
Oc. 7 —at Duke Nov. 23 ~Georgia 


Oct. 14 —North Carolina 


9. WAKE FOREST 


Offensive strengths: Rusty LaRue, a 
starter for parts of the past two seasons, pro- 
vides experience at quarterback and may 
not spend as much time on the run behind 
an experienced line. Sophomore Brian 
Kuklick is good enough to push LaRue. 
Offensive weaknesses: Wake Forest did 
not have a player who rushed for 300 yards 
last season and the Demon Deacons gained 
an ACCJow 1,024 yards as a team—fewer 
than the Deacons’ John Leach had in 1993, 
when he led the conference in rushing. 
Defensive strengths: Safety Tom Stuetzer, a 
1993 standout who missed six games with 
injuries last year, joins four other letter-win- 
ners in a fight for jobs in the secondary. 
Returning starters include cornerback Brent 
Morehead, who led the team in pass 
breakups, and talented safety Terrence Suber. 
Defensive weaknesses: Wake Forest was 
last in the ACC in four statistical categories, 
so there is room for improvement all over. 
The most glaring void is left by the departure 
of linebacker Kevin Giles, who had 100 or 
more tackles in three consecutive seasons. 
Special teams: Bill Hollows finished 9 of 
16 on field-goal attempts, despite a stretch 
during the middle of the season when he 
missed four of five. Punter Mike Strazzeri is 
respectable, but not among the ACC’s best. 
Key to success: The Deacons were hurt 
by their youth last year, when 12 of 19 
recruits played as true freshmen. Wake 
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Forest can only hope that the experience- 
gaining opportunity wasn't wasted. 
Outlook: The Deacons need to build some 
momentum during the first four games, but 
that would involve winning on the road at 
either Tulane or Navy or both. 
Coach Jim Caldwell says: “I don’t think 
we're over the hump. I don't think, as you 
look around at programs having to make a 
big turnaround, that anybody gets over the 
hump in three years.” 

DEMON DEACONS DATA 
Coach: Jim Caldwell (5-17, 2 years) 
1994 record: 3-8, ACC: 1-7/8th. 
Key losses: Adam Dolder, WR; Kevin Giles, LB; Richard 
Goodpasture, SS; Eddie McKeel, C; Matt McNeel, TE; Mike 
Neube’ser, LB; Roger Pettus, WR; Jimmy Quander, DE; 
Jeremiah Wiliams, RB. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (6); Oan Ballou, WR, 5-11/160, 
J; Pusty LaRve, OB, 6-2/194, St, Bil Leeder, G, 6-4/290, 
«Jt; Doug Marsigl, T, 6-5/283, J; Etton Ndoma-Ogar, T/G, 
6:3/289, St.; Tony Yamal, G, 64/274, dt. Defense (7): Robert 
Fatzinge, T, 6-4/261, Soph; Rick Gardner, E, 63/240, St; 
Major Grifey, DB, 601171, Jr; LaDwaun Harrison, LB, 6-07214, 
Jr; Brent Morehead, CB, 6-1/192, St.; Terrence Suber, FS, 
5-10/176, Je; Steve Vaughan, T, 6-5/262, J. Kickers (2): Bil 
Hollows, K, 6-1/214, Jr.; Mike Strazzeri, P, 6-0/200, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Darrell Braswell, WR, Soph; Thabit 
Davis, WR, Soph; Je Flowe, OT, Soph.; Tucker Grace, LB, 
St; Harold Gragg, DE, Je; Brian Kukick, OB, Soph.; Herman 
Lewis, RB, Soph; John Lewis, RB, J. (RSankle); Jon Mannon, 
LB, Soph; Alexis Sockwell, CB, Sr.; Tom Stuetzer, S, Jr 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Herman Lewis 
(99 att, 144 yds,, 1 TD); Passing: LaRue (290 att, 132 
comp, 9 INT, 5 TD, 1,303 yds.); Receiving: Ballou (27 rec., 


307 yds., 1 TD); Tackler: Grace (87); Sacker: Gragg (3). 
Top newcomers: Kelvin Moses, LB, Fr. (RS). 
Site: Winston-Salem, N.C. Stadium: Groves Stadium (31,500), 
Last league ttle won: 1970, 

‘SCHEDULE 


Sept. 2—Appalachian State Oct. 14 —at Florida State 


Sopt. 9 —at Tulane Oct. 21 —at N, Carolina 
Sept. 16 —Clemson Oct. 28 —at Duke 

Sept, 23 —at Navy Nov. 4 —Georgia Tech 
Sept. 30 —at Virginia Nov. 18 N. Carolina St. 
Oct. 7 —Maryland 


Doug Doughty covers the ACC for the 
Roanoke (Va.) 


Wake Forest's backfield can rest easy knowing 
tackle Elton Ndoma-Ogar is standing guard. 


ScoutinG THE ATLANTIC CoAST 


Ascending: Georgia Tech. It’s unrealistic 
to believe the Yellow Jackets will return to 
their NCAA co-championship form of 
1990, but there's no way the Yellow 
Jackets will be as bad as they were last 
season, when everybody was waiting for 
the Bill Lewis regime to fall. George 
O'Leary inherits talent that is comparable 
to that at other bow-bound ACC pro- 
grams. 

Descending: Duke. The Blue Devils def 
initely command respect now under sec- 
ond-year Coach Fred Goldsmith—but 
that’s the point. Duke isn’t likely to sneak 
up on teams like 1994 victims Maryland, 
Clemson and Virginia. 

Nightmare schedule: Virginia. A sea- 
son-opening visit to Michigan for the 
Pigskin Classic was a late addition to a 
Cavaliers schedule that includes a trip to 
Texas (the Longhorns won their last 
meeting, 68-0, in 1977) and a home game 
with Virginia Tech (coming off consecu- 
tive bowl appearances). 

Dream schedule: One way that Duke 
Athletic Director Tom Butters achieved 
football respectability was to hire 
Goldsmith. Another was to downgrade a 
non-conference schedule that this year 
has Rutgers, Army and Navy. 

Best matchup of the year; Florida State 
at Florida, November 25. These teams 
were so entertaining last year that they 
played twice. The best conference game 
features North Carolina at North Carolina 
State, with a Gator Bowl bid possibly at 
stake in that November 24 clash. 

Worst matchup of the year: Central 
Florida at Florida State, September 23. 
The Seminoles, with dates to fill after 
Auburn asked out of a two-game series 
following conference expansion, added 
Notre Dame in 1994, The Fighting Irish 
didn’t have an opening in 1995, so the 
Seminoles decided to help out in-state 
Central Florida, scheduled to move to 
Division LA in 1996. 

Shocker of the year: Maryland over 
North Carolina, September 9. A young 
Tar Heels team could have a problem on 
the road against a Maryland team that has 
made steady, if unspectacular, progress. 
Bowl bound: Florida State, North 
Carolina, N.C. State, Virginia. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Duke running 
back Robert Baldwin. Matt DeOrio and 
‘T.C. White, each of whom rushed for 106 
yards last season, are the leading candi- 
dates to succeed Baldwin, the first Duke 
player since 1972 to lead the ACC in 
rushing. 

Most overrated player: Florida State 
kicker Scott Bentley. Cover boy for a 
national magazine before he had played a 
college game, Bentley kicked the field 
goal that gave the Seminoles the 1993 
national championship. Still, he has made 
only 17 of 27 field-goal attempts in two 
seasons and has missed 10 extra points. 
Plus, at one point he lost his job. 

Most underrated player: Florida State 


HONOR ROLL 


RANKING THE RECRUITING 
1 ree Se es Sn a 


tailback Rock Preston. Warrick Dunn is 
the marquee back at Florida State, but 
teammate Preston had more rushing 
touchdowns (nine to eight) last season 
and topped the ACC in average gain per 
rush (8.6 yards). 

Best head coach: N.C. State's Mike 
O’Cain. No one has done a better job the 
past two years than O'Cain, who, if he’s 
not the best coach in the ACC, is the most 
underrated. Wolfpack fans didn't think 
they could forget Dick Sheridan this 
soon. 

Best coaching staff: Florida State. 
Bobby Bowden might be able to coach 


Center Michael Cheever will do his part to 
snap Georgia Tech out of its losing ways. 


until he is 80 as long as he has Mark Richt 
to run the offense and Mickey Andrews 
to handle the defense. 
Coach on the hot seat: Maryland's 
Mark Duffner. Although there are signs 
of improvement, Duffner begins his 
fourth season with a 9-24 record in 
College Park. A dropoff from last year’s 4- 
7 mark might cause a cry for his scalp. 
Best bets: Florida State will extend its 
record to 32-0 in ACC competition and 
enjoy its ninth consecutive 10-victory 
season. . . . Virginia will break an ACC 
record with its ninth consecutive season 
with seven or more victories. . . . N.C. 
State will have its eighth straight win- 
ning season and North Carolina its sixth. 
. - Maryland will have its ninth non-win- 
ning season in the past 10... . Wake 
Forest will have its sixth losing season in 
the past seven. Georgia Tech won't 
finish last agai - Duke won't be 
picked for ninth again. . . . Scott 
Milanovich will pass Boomer Esiason as 
Maryland's all-time leader in passing 
yardage and total offense. He needs 135 
yards in the first category and 315 in the 
second, 
Odds and ends: Duke will have its third 
set of coordinators in as many years with 
the promotion of John Zernhelt (offense) 
and Jeff McInerney (defense). The Blue 
Devils’ success in 1994 meant new jobs 
for offensive coordinator Mike 
Heimerdinger (Denver Broncos) and 
defensive coordinator Craig Bohl 
(Nebraska). ... New Georgia Tech Coach 
George O'Leary has assembled a staff 
with 209 years of coaching experience, 
including 29-year veteran Eddie Wilson 
and 28-year assistant Pat Watson. . . . 
Duke scored six touchdowns in 1994 on 
defense and special teams, as did 
Virginia. Florida State, in comparison, 
scored one. ... Virginia enters the season 
with interceptions in 16 consecutive 
games... . Clemson returns three quar- 
terbacks who started at least three games 
last year, although Patrick Sapp has 
moved to outside linebacker. . . . John 
Leach of Wake Forest rushed for more 
yards (329) in the final game of the 1993 
season than any Demon Deacons back 
gained all of last season. . .. Mike Groh, 
the fourth Virginia quarterback in the 
past five years to lead the ACC in passing 
efficiency, could be the first player to top 
the league twice in that category... . 
More people will see Maryland at Byrd 
Stadium, where seating capacity has 
been increased from 42,000 to 48,000 
with the addition of an upper deck. . . . 
Expansion will push capacity at Florida 
State’s Doak Campbell Stadium to 
77,500 from 75,000. . .. Clemson's Death 
Valley will be home to the Carolina 
Panthers in that team’s first NFL season. 
.. Duke graduated 113 of 116 players in 
the five-year period from 1990-94. 


—DOUG DOUGHTY 
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Offensive strengths: The Hurricanes will 
feature an experienced line led by center 
K-C. Jones, the kind of player who pushes 
defensive linemen around. Miami, which will 
utilize a two-back set that new Coach Butch 
Davis has brought from the Dallas Cowboys, 
could feature game-breaking speed in the 
backfield, thanks to tailbacks Trent Jones 
and Danyell Ferguson. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Hurricanes 
could be drained by a quarterback contro- 
versy—again. Frank Costa beat Ryan 
Collins for starting duties a year ago. 
Collins is back for a final chance. The 
senior is a charismatic leader, a physical 
player (he can bench-press 400 pounds) 
and, unfortunately for Miami, a so-so pass- 
er. Sophomore Ryan Clement and redshirt 
freshman Scott Covington will battle 
Collins. There also will be an inexperienced 
group of wide receivers. Davis needs to find 
a fullback for his two-back offense. 
Defensive strengths: Defense is Davis’ 
forte. The former Dallas defensive coordi- 
nator helped build a championship defense 
at Miami under Jimmy Johnson from 1984- 
88 and will update the school's vaunted 4-3 
alignment. Ray Lewis leads a deep, talented 
set of linebackers, a Miami tradition. 
Kenard Lang and Kenny Holmes might be 
the best set of ends in the nation. 
Defensive weaknesses: Only cornerback 
Carlos Jones returns from the 1994 sec- 
ondary. But the new guys can rest assured 
that they'll be aided by a ferocious pass 
rush. While the Hurricanes have awesome 
ends, their tackles are question marks. 
Who's going to replace All-America Warren 
Sapp? Jason McCullough and Marvin 
Davis, who both missed spring practice 
with injuries, are slated to start at tackle. 
Special teams: Dane Prewitt hit 13 of 14 
field-goal attempts in '94—but none over 40 
yards. If Mike Crissy has recovered from a 
severe groin pull, he should improve upon 
his 36.5-yard average. Slithery Jammi 
German, who has yet to live up to the hype 
that accompanied him to Coral Gables, is an 
explosive return man. 
Keys to success: The defense won't yield 
many points, but the offense may have trou- 
ble producing a lot unless a quarterback, 
tailback, fullback and set of wide receivers 
emerge. 
Outlook: Miami's defense ranked first in 
the nation in pass efficiency, scoring and 
total defense. Expect the ‘Canes to be 
equally as stingy, especially in conference 
play. For Miami to assume its usual perch 
among the nation’s elite, its offense must 
awaken, Collins looks like the kind of play- 
er who could bring the swagger back to the 
Miami attack and carry this team to a Top 5 
finish in the final polls. 
Coach Butch Davis says: “We are truly in 
the middle ofa quarterback battle. We won't 
pick a quarterback until a week to 10 days 
prior to the (opening) game against UCLA. 
We want to find the guy who can truly move 
the football team most efficiently.” 
HURRICANES DATA 
Coach: Butch Davis (Ist year), 
1994 record: 10-2 (lost to Nebraska in Orange Bow). Big 
East: 7-0/tst 


Key losses: Frank Costa, QB; Corwin Francis, LB; Tire 
Groene, G; Jonathan Harts, TBAWR; Chris T. Jones, SE: Zev 


BIG EAST 


Conference Rank: 6 
By DAVID RAMSEY 


PREDICTIONS 


af mam 

2. BOSTON COLLEGE 
3. WEST VIRGINIA 
4, VIRGINIA TECH 
5. PITTSBURGH 

6. SYRACUSE 

7. RUTGERS 


8, TEMPLE 


Cornerback Carlos Jones will be surrounded 
by newcomers in the Miami secondary. 


Lumelsh, OT; Malcolm X. Pearson, SS; CJ. Richardson, FS; 
Pat Riley, DT, Warren Sapp, DT (declared for NFL dratt); Al 
Shipman, TB; James Stewart, FB (declared for NFL dat); 
Chad Wilson, CB 

Starters Offense (5): Gerard TE, 
6-9/246, ut; Jamm German, FUKR, 60/180, Jc; KC. Jones, 
, 6-2/257, J; Picky Perry, T, 6-7/329, Sx; Alan Symonete, 
IG, 6:2/280, Sr. Defense (5): James Burgess, LB, 6-0/215, 
st; Kenny Holmes, E, 6-4/240, Jt; Carlos Jones, CB, 5-11/173, 
Jt; Kenard Lang, E, 6-4/251, Soph; Ray Lewis, LB, 6-1/221, 
ut. Kickers (2); Mike Crissy, P, -10/190, Sc; Dane Prewit, K, 
5-19211, Se. 

Other key returnees: Freeman Brown, OT, Soph. Ryan 


Derick Harts, FB (moved from TE), St; J Ina, GAOT, Je; 
Trent Jones, TB (moved trom WR), Soph; Ear Litte, SS/FS, 
J.; Twan Russell, LB, Jt; Jefrey Taylor, LB, Soph; Syii 
‘Tucker, TE, St.; Marcus Wimberly, WR, Jr. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Ferguson (74 at, 
405 yds., 5 TD); Passing: Collins (45 att. 23 comp., 5 INT, 
3D, 266 yds.); German (33 rec., 991 yds., 2 TD); 
Tackler: Lewis (152); Sacker: Holmes (8.5). 

Top newcomers: Nathaniel Brooks, CB, Fr. (RS); Soott 
Covington, Q8, Fr. (RS): Carlo Joseph, FB, Fr. (RS); Jason, 
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McCullough, DT, Fr. (RS); Nick Willams, FB, Fr. 
Site: Coral Gables, Fa. Stadium: Orange Bow (74,476). 
Last league title won: 1994 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—at UCLA Oct. 28 Temple 
Sept. 9 —Florida A&M Nov. 4—Bayor 


Sept. 23 —at Virginia Tech 
Oct. 7 —at Frida State 
Oct. 14 —Rutgers 

Oct, 21 —at Pitsburgh 


2. BOSTON COLLEGE 


Offensive strengths: Mark Hartsell may 
be ready to follow in the line of former 
standout Boston College quarterbacks 
Doug Flutie and Glenn Foley. Hartsell is 
tall, blessed with a strong arm and works 
under a coach who has a history of teach- 
ing great quarterbacks. Justice Smith 
should be a dangerous tailback. Hartsell 
and Smith will work behind a seasoned, tal- 
ented line led by tackle Pete Kendall. 
Speedy Kenyatta Watson and Greg Grice 
lead an experienced receiving corps. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Eagles will 
find it difficult, if not impossible, to replace 
All-America tight end Pete Mitchell. 
Standout blocking tight end Gordon Laro 
also will be missed. Todd Pollack and Scott 
Dragos are fighting for the job. 

Defensive strengths: Despite the loss of 
end Mike Mamula, who left BC a year early 
for the NFL, the line appears ready to again 
flatten quarterbacks. Nose guard Tim 
Morabito, who paced the Big East with 13 
tackles for loss, will succeed Mamula as the 
leader of this crew, which set a Big East 
record with 47 sacks last season. Foes will 
‘want to keep an eye on tackle Chris Sullivan. 
Defensive weaknesses: Matt Haff and 
Brian Maye must assume control of the 
linebacking corps now that standout 
Stephen Boyd is gone. They seem capable. 
Tony Ransome, who split time between 
offense and defense last season, must 
emerge as a solid cornerback. He'll benefit 
from the presence of cornerback Daryl 
Porter, whom the Eagles bill as one of the 
Big East's top defenders. 

Special teams: Eagles fans may want to 
cover their eyes when it’s time to kick. Chris 
Hackett is expected to be the kicker, but he 
never has attempted a kick in college. 
Freshman Jason Malecki might do the punt- 
ing. Watson is a dangerous kick returner, 
Keys to success: Boston College must 
find a kicker, and the secondary needs to 
recover from the loss of two starters. 
Outlook: The early defection of Mamula 
and guard Greg Landry to the NFL might 
have cost Boston College its chance at a Big 
East title. As it is, the Eagles look ready to 
soar over the rest of the Big East. BC seems 
to have it all: a balanced offense and a 
defense that is inhospitable to passers and 
runners. Hartsell might be on the verge of 
stardom. One obstacle that stands in the 
path to a New Year's Day bowl is a daunting 
schedule that includes non-conference 
encounters with Ohio State, Michigan, 
Michigan State and Notre Dame. 

Coach Dan Henning says: “We have a 
very difficult schedule to look at and say, 
‘Hey, we're going to go undefeated.’ But 
where it helps you is that if you play good 
teams, it makes you better. Based on that, 
at the end of the year, we ought to be pret- 
ty good.” 


Nov, 11 —at Boston College 
Nov. 18 —West Virginia 
Nov, 25 —Syracuse 


Boston College's backfield operatives will ben- 
efit from the blocking of tackle Pete Kendall. 


EAGLES DATA 
Coach: Dan Henning (7-4-1, 1 year) 
1994 record: 7-4-1 (beat Kansas State in Aloha Bow), Big 
East: 33-1/5th. 
Key losses: Jet! Becklay,P; Stephen Boyd, LB; David 
Gordon, K; David Green, RB; Greg Landry, G (declared for 
‘NFL draft); Gordon Laro, TE; Mike Mamula, DE (declared for 
NFL draft); Pete Mitchell, TE; Michael Reed, CB; Ed 
‘Sanabria, LB; Eric Shorter, SS. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Greg Grice, SE, 59/106, 
Sr; Mark Hartsell, QB, 6-5/218, Jr.; Pete Kendall, 7, 6-5/287, 
Sr; Mark Nori, G, 6-4/290, Jr; Tim O'Brien, ©, 6:3/278, Sr 
Dan Oriskovich, T, 6-/289, Jr.; Kenyatta Watson, SE, 5-10/176, 
dt, Defense (6); Nick Gianacakos, E, 6-5/250, Jr; Matt Haff, 
LB, 63/225, Jt; Tim Morabito, NG, 6.2/263, Sr; Daryl Porter, 
CB, 5-9/178, Jr; Chris Sullivan, T, 6-5/279, Sr.; Terence 
one FS, 5-11/194, Sr. Kickers: None, 
y returnees: Markell Blount, LB, Soph.; Rob 
cater, FS, Sr.; Stalin Colinet, DE, Jr; Scott Dragos, TE, 
‘Soph.; Chris Hackett, K, Soph.; Brian Maye, LB, Jr.; Scott 
‘Mutryn, QB, Soph.; Joe O'Brien, DE, Sr.; Todd Pollack, TE, 
‘Soph.; Tony Ransome, CB, St.; Justice Smith, TB, Sr; Marlo 
Tilman, RB, Soph, (RSiknee); Omari Walker, RB, Soph 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Smit (146 att, 708 
yds,, 4 TD); Passing: Hartsell (257 att, 159 comp., 10 INT, 13 
TD, 1,864 yds.); Receiving: Watson (43 rec, 568 yds., 3 TD); 
Tackler: Porter (76); Sacker: Morabito (8) 
‘Top newcomers: Doug Brzezinski, OT/G, Fr. (RS); Mike 
Cloud, RB, Fr. (RS); Dennis Harding, WR, Fr. (RS); Jason 
Malecki,P, Fr; Wilie Wright, DB, Fr. (RS). 
Site: Chestnut Hill, Mass. Stadium: Alumni Stadum (44,500). 
Last league ttle won: None. 
‘SCHEDULE 

Aug. 27 —Ohio State Oct. 21 —Army 

(Koval Cassic,E. usherkerd, NJ) Oct. 28 —at Notre Dame 

Sopt. 7 —a! Virginia Tech Nov, 4 —at Temple 

Sept. 16 —Michigan Now. 11 Miami 

Sept. 30 —at Michigan State Nov. 18 —at Syracuse 

Oct 7 —Pitsburgh Nov, 24 —at Rutgers 

Oct. 14 —West Virginia 


3. WEST VIRGINIA 


Offensive strengths: The Mountaineers 
are loaded at the skill positions. 
Quarterback Chad Johnston boasts experi- 
ence and an accurate arm. If tailback Robert 
Walker is healthy and motivated, he easily 
could break the 1,000-yard rushing barrier. 
If Walker falters, West Virginia can turn to 
bruising Jimmy Gary. The tailbacks will run 
behind massive fullback Kantroy Barber. 
Rahsaan Vanterpool is a dangerous wide 
receiver who runs like a halfback. Versatile 
Lovett Purnell returns at tight end. 


OsTON COMEGE 


Offensive weaknesses: Unfortunately for 
West Virginia, these skill players will work 
behind a questionable line, one that baffled 
Coach Don Nehlen with its inconsistency last 
season. The line is dominated by four seniors 
who are returning starters, but Nehlen is 
looking for new blood. Watch for redshirt 
freshmen guards Ted Daniels and Randy 
Dunnigan, along with redshirt freshman cen- 
ter Eric DeGroh, to sneak into the lineup. 
Defensive strengths: The Mountaineers 
believe their secondary will be the best in 
school history. Cornerback Aaron Beasley, 
who led the nation with 10 interceptions 
last season, is the leader of a pack that also 
includes strong safety Charles Emanuel, 
free safety Vann Washington and corner- 
back Mike Logan. J.T. Thomas is a punish- 
ing presence at inside linebacker, while 
Canute Curtis is an oppressive pass rusher 
from outside linebacker. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
led the conference in interceptions (20) but 
also paced the Big East in getting burned. 
This all-or-nothing attitude needs to be 
altered if West Virginia wishes to have a 
truly formidable defense. The line could be 
a source of much grief. 
Special teams: All-America punter Todd 
Sauerbrun is irreplaceable. Brad Hackett 
will try to step in. Bryan Baumann, who hit 
13 of 19 field-goal attempts, is a decent kick- 
er, but he must increase his accuracy from 
long distance. He was 1 of 2 from 40-plus 
yards, Vanterpool is one of Big East’s best 
return men, 
Keys to success: More consistent play 
from the offensive line, and a solid defen- 
sive front must emerge. 
Outlook: After Miami and Boston College, 
the Big East takes a tumble in terms of talent. 
West Virginia possesses the stars on offense 
and defense to climb above the rest of the 
field. Look for the Mountaineers to earn a 
low-tier bowl bid—just like last season. 
Coach Don Nehlen says: “Robert Walker 
has the speed of the elite backs, I know 
that, but I'm not sure if he works hard 
enough, Sometimes he doesn’t work hard 
enough to be up there with the elite.” 
MOUNTAINEERS DATA 
Coach: Don Nehlen (110-61-4, 15 years; 278-131-14, 24 
ears) 
194 core 7-6 (lost to South Carolina in Carquest Bow). 
Big East: 4-3/T3rd. 
Key losses: Zach Abraham, WR; John Browring, DT (dedared 
for NFL drat); Jim Freeman, FB; Bary Hawkins, DT; Harold Kidd, 
CB; David Mayfield, SS; Steven Perkins, DE; Tom Robsock, G; 
‘Todd Saverbrun, P; Matt Tafon, LB; Puppy Wright, LB, 
Starters returning: Offense (9): Jay Brooks, C, 6-3/265, St; 
Jos DeLong, 7, 6-5/265, Sr; Jimmy Gary, TB, 6-0/220, Sr; 


TB, 511/200, Sr, Defense (6): Aaron Beasley, CB, 6-0/190, 
Sr; Canute Curtis, LB, 6-2/245, Jr; Charles Emanuel, SS, 


Biyan Buta, K, 51718, Soph, 

Other key returnees: Bernardo Amerson, LB, Jt; Kantroy 
Barber, FB, Sr; Derrick Bel, GUC, St; Bo Chatfield, LB, Jt; 
Bra 


cket, P, Soph; Elige Longino, LB, Jr; Keith Mort, 
Henry Slay, DT/DE, Soph, Jamie Sweeney, LB, 
Soph,; Eldridge Willams, S, St. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Walker (179 at, 
749 yds., 1 TD); Passing: Johnston (242 at, 124 comp., 
INT, 16 TD, 1,863 yds.) Receiving: Vanterpool (50 rec., 
849 yds, § TD); Tacker: Thomas: (123); Sacker: Curtis (8). 
Top newcomers: Ted Daniels, G, Fr. (RS); Eric DeGroh, C, 
Fr. (RS); Randy Dunnigan, G, Fr. (RS); Bemard Russ, LB, J. 
(CRS), 
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Site: Morgantown, W.Va. Stadium: Mountanger Field (63,500). 
Last league ttle won: 1993. 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —Purdue Oct. 21 —at Syracuse 
Sept. 9 —Temple Oct. 26 —Virginia Tech 
Sept. 16 —at Maryland Nov. 4—Rutgers 
Sept. 23 —Kent Nov. 18 —at Miami 


Sepl. 30 —at East Carolina 
Oct. 14 —at Boston College 


4. VIRGINIA TECH 


Offensive strengths: Dwayne Thomas 
and Ken Oxendine form a dangerous com- 
bination at tailback, Fullback Brian 
Edmonds, a little pudgy last season, is slim- 
mer and quicker. Acrobatic Bryan Still 
heads a receiving corps that Virginia Tech 
believes is superlative. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Hokies must 
find a quarterback to replace the dynamic 
Maurice DeShazo, who basically was the 
offense last season. Junior Jim 
Druckenmiller, a classic pocket passer, is a 
tall, bulky player who has the look of a line- 
backer. Speedy redshirt freshman Al Clark, 
who is a fine scrambler and runner, 
reminds many of DeShazo. The new quar- 
terback must hope that the line shows 
improvement. Coaches know they can 
count on center Billy Conaty and guard 
Chris Malone. 
Defensive strengths: Plenty. Pass-rusher 
supreme Cornell Brown is probably the 
most dominating defender to play for the 
Hokies since Bruce Smith, Also keep an 
eye on tackle J.C. Price and end Hank 
Coleman. The secondary, led by safeties 
Torrian Gray and William Yarborough, 
along with cornerback Antonio Banks, 
could be the best in the conference and 
should be one of the best in the nation, 
George DelRicco is the star of the lineback- 
ing corps. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Hokies 
appeared to run out of energy at the end of 
last season. Tech must find new depth so its 
stars don't grow weary, 
Special teams: The kicking game could be 
shaky. Redshirt freshman John Thomas will 
punt and Atle Larsen, who hit 3 of 6 field- 
goal attempts in limited duty last season, is 
expected to handle the kicking, Still is a big- 
play return man. 
Keys to success: The Hokies must find a 
quarterback and, with him, a passing game. 
The team also must respond to new offen- 
sive (Rickey Bustle) and defensive (Bud 
Foster and Rod Sharpless) coordinators. 
Outlook: Virginia Tech's defense again 
looks powerful, but the offense, anemic last 
season when it ranked sixth in the league, 
must find ways to score. If someone— 
Druckenmiller, Thomas, Clark—emerges 
as an offensive catalyst, the Hokies could 
have an outside chance to challenge for Big 
East supremacy. Tech could be hampered 
by the fact it has just five home games. 
Coach Frank Beamer says: “Certainly 
Miami is the class of our league. They've 
done it at the national level for many, many 
years, They give us something to shoot for. 
We're getting closer. We're not there yet, 
but we're getting closer.” 

HOMIES DATA 
Coach: Frank Beamer (41-47- 
14 years). 


Nov, 24 —Pittsburgh 


; 83-70-4 overall, 


Continued 
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PRESEASON ALL-Bic East TEAM 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
OFFENSE: Donovan McNabb, QB, Syracuse 
DEFENSE: Wilie Brown, LB, Temple 


COACH OF THE YEAR 
Don Nehien, West Virginia 


FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE 


SECOND TEAM 


1994 record: 8-4 (lost to Tennessee in Gator Bow/). Big East: 
5:2/2nd, 

Key losses: Ken Brown, LB; Robbie Coley, P; Maurice 
‘DeShazo, QB; Antonio Freeman, SE; Kevin Martin, TE: 
Damien McMahon, G; Ryan Willams, K. 

Starters : Offense (7): Mike Bianchin, T, 6-4/286, 


returning: 
St; Bily Conaty, C, 6-3/291, Je; Brian Edmonds, FB, 5- 
10/227, Jc; Jay Hagood, T, 6-4/299, Je; Chris Malone, G, 
6-3270, Sr. Bryan Stil, FUKR, 6-0/170, Sx; Dwayne 
‘Thomas, TB, 5-11/202, Sr. Defense (10): Antonio Banks, CB 
(moved from S), 5-10/190, Jt; Comell Brown, E, 6-2/240, Jez 
Hank Coleman, E, 6 2/240, St; George DelRicco, LB, 6- 


Yarborough, § (moved from CB), 6-065, x. Kickers: Nona. 
Other key retumees: Jim Baron, OT, Sr; Jim Druckenviller, 
08, dc; Jermaine Holmes, SE, Sr; Bryan Jennings, TE, Je: 
‘Ate Larsen, K, St; Lawrence Lewis, DE, St; Tony Morison, 
LB, Soph.; Ken Oxendine, TB, Soph.; Ti. Washington, OT, 
Jt; Todd Washington, G, Soph. 7 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Thomas (142 at, 
655 yds.,§ TD); Passing: Druckenmiler (20 at. 10 comp, 
1 INT, 1 TD, 75 yds); Receiving: Holmes (34 re., 432 yds, 
0 TD); Tackler: DelRicco (130); Sacker: Brown (11). 

Top newcomers; Jason Barish, LB, Fr. (RS); Al Clark 08, 
Fr. (RS); James Crawlord, WR, Fr (RS); Pedro Edson, TE, 
Fr; Tyron Edmond, 0B, Fr:; Greg Melvin, RB/DB, J. (JC); 
Myron Newsome, LB, Jr. (JC); Keith Shor, DEVTE, Fr; John 
Thomas, PF, (RS). 

Site: Blacksburg, Va. Stadium: Lane Stadium (51,000). 
Last league ttle won: None. 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7 —Boston Oct. 21 —at Rutgers 
Sept. 16 Cincinnati Oct. 28 —at West Virginia 
Sept. 23 —Miami Nov. 4 —Syracuse 
Sept. 30 —at Pitsburgh Nov. 1 —at Temple 
Oct 7 —at Navy Nov, 18 —at Virginia 
Oct. 14 —Akron 


5. PITTSBURGH 


Offensive strengths: Billy West doesn’t 
look imposing, but the Big East Offensive 
Player of the Year sees holes and is 
exceedingly difficult to tackle. He even 


cruised through Miami's defense (34 car- 
ries for 160 yards) last season. The knock 
on West used to be his lack of speed, but 
he is quicker now, which will make him 
tougher to catch. Look for him to again 
lead the league in rushing. Receiver 
Dietrich Jells and quarterback John Ryan, 
who surprised many by leading the Big 
East in passing efficiency (159.7), form a 
solid combination. 

Offensive weaknesses: West will run and 
Ryan will throw behind a questionable line. 
Pitt must find a replacement for departed 
tackle Reuben Brown. West is durable, but 


Cornell Brown is probably the most dominating defender to 
play for Virginia Tech since Bruce Smith. 
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he may break down if he is overused. And 
there's little depth behind him. The 
Panthers must find a reliable fullback. 
Defensive strengths: An experienced line 
returns, led by tackle Mike Halapin and end 
Zatiti Moody. Tom Tumulty, a rugged tack- 
ler, heads a decent crew of linebackers. 
Denorse Mosley is a savvy cornerback, and 
watch for Anthony Dorsett, son of Tony, to 
emerge at the other corner. 

Defensive weaknesses: Part of the line's 
experience includes yielding too many 
yards last season. The Panthers must 
become tougher against the run (172.4 
yards per game, seventh in the 
Big East), The team has a gap- 
ing hole at free safety, where 
John Jenkins and Chuck Brown 
will compete for the job, 
Special teams: The Panthers 
led the Big East in kickoff 
returns (21.7) and_ ranked 
fourth in punts (8.7). Mark 
Butler is back from a shoulder 
injury to return kicks, while 
Mosley again will run back 
punts. The duo could get help 
from speed demons Jells and 
Dorsett. Nate Cochran is back 
after averaging 41.8 yards per 
punt. Steve Kalmanides, who 
redshirted, will try to regain 
the kicking job he held in 1993, 
when he hit 4 of 8 field-goal 
attempts. 

Keys to success: West must 
remain healthy, the offensive 
line must open decent-sized 
holes and the defense must 
mature and stop the run. 


Outlook: The Pan- 
thers have made 
strides under Coach 
John Majors and 
look ready to climb 
over the .500 mark. 
If he doesn't get 
worn out, West 
could carry Pitt to 
respectability by 
himself. The defense, 
with nine starters 
back from a unit 
that ranked sey- 
enth in the Big East 
in total (416 yards 
per game) and scor- 
ing (27.9) defense, 
has the potential to 
improve. But a 
difficult non-league 
schedule that features Washington State, 
Texas and Ohio State could impede 
progress. 

Coach John Majors says: “Billy West 
kind of came out of nowhere. He was not 
the most highly recruited young man. But 
he has outstanding balance and he sees 
daylight as well as anybody sees it. He's 
hard-nosed, just extremely tough, and his 
new speed is very encouraging. He already 
had the quickness and the wonderful run- 
ning ability.” 


any 


PANTHERS DATA 
Coach: John Majors (39-2941, 6 years; 179-121-10 overall, 
27 years.) 
1994 record: 98, Big East 2-5/7th 
Key losses: Tom Barndt, DE; Matt Bloom, OT; Reuben 
Brown, OT; Hayes Clark, LB; Bily Davis, WR; Curtis Martin, 
‘TB (declared for NFL draft); David Merrick, K; Lawson 
Molica, C; Gerald Simpson, LB; Maurice Washington, FB. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Jeff Craig, G, 65/285, Jr; 
Dietich Jats, WR, 6-1/190, Sr; John Ryan, QB, 63/210, St; 
Dell Seagraves, TE, 6-0/240, Sr.; Reggie Thomas, C (moved 
from G), 65/265, Soph; Billy West, TB, 5-10/195, ut. 
Defense (9): Jason Chavis, LB, 62/245, Sr; Anthony 
Dorsett, CB, 5-11/190, Sr; Mike Halapin, T, 65/275, St; Zati 
Moody, E, 2/235, St. Denorse Mosley, CB, 6-0/175, J; 
David Sumner, LB (moved from FS), 6-2/205, St.; Tom 
Tumuty, LB, 64/240, St; J Willams, SS, 5-11/190, Jes 
‘Tyler Young, T, 6-4/275, Sr, Kickers (1): Nate Cochran, P, 6- 
57210, Jr, 
Other key returnees: Curtis Anderson, WR, Jt; Mark Butler, 
WIR, Jr; Jolf Craig, G, Jr; Tim Glass, G, ut; John Jenkins, 
FS, Soph,; Stove Kalmanides, K, Soph. (RS); Jon McCray, 
LB, Sr; Cutis MeGhoo, FS, Je; Mike Mohring, DE, Jt; Tony 
Olandini, OT, Soph; Tim Robbins, OT (moved from DL), Sr; 
Vince Wiliams, FB, Sr. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: West (262 at, 
4,958 yds, 6 TD); Passing: Ryan (144 att, 87 comp,, 6 INT, 
44D, 1,294 yds,); Racelving: Jlis (35 rec, 613 yds., 4 TD); 
TTackir: Chavis (88); Sackor Young (4.5). 
‘Top newcomers: Chuck Brown, FS, Fr (RS); Dante Bryant, 
WR, Fr, (RS); Philip Clarke, LB, Fr; Maurice Harts, DE, J. 
(0); Chris Schneider, FB, Fr, (RS); Marin Young, DL Fr. (RS). 
Site: Ptsburgh. Stadium: Pitt Stadium (56,500), 
Last league ttle won: None, 
SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—Washington State Oct. 14 —at Temple 
Sepl, 9 —Eastem Michigan Oct. 21 —Miami 


Sept. 16 —at Texas Oct. 28 at Rutgers 
Sept. 23 —Ohio Stato Nov. 11 —Syracuse 
Sept. 30 Virginia Tech Nov. 24 —at West Virginia 


Of! 

has the entire package at wide receiver. He 
combines the best qualities of a game- 
breaker and a possession wideout. Malcolm 
Thomas, a compact package at tailback, 


pops into holes and could become 


Syracuse's Marvin Harrison combines the best qualities of a game-break- 
er and a possession wide receiver, 


re ee / 


Syracuse’s best runner since Joe Morris. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Orangemen 
must develop a passing game, which they 
lacked last season. The quarterback posi- 
tion is wide open, If redshirt freshman 
Donovan McNabb wins the job, he might 
be able to spark the team. At the end of 94, 
it seemed opponents had figured out 
Syracuse's freeze-option attack. But Coach 
Paul Pasqualoni vows to stick with the 
offense, a move that could result in disaster 
and losses. Developing linemen is a priority. 
Defensive strengths: The Orangemen 
have talent, though most of it is unproven, 
at linebacker. Dulayne Morgan has all the 
gifts to become a star at outside linebacker. 
The coaches know Nate Hemsley and 
Antwaune Ponds are quality linebackers. 
Defensive weaknesses: Opposing quar- 
terbacks had plenty of time to survey 
Syracuse's secondary last season. The line 
played without aggression and lacked 
effectiveness. The Orangemen hired Ed 
Orgeron, who helped craft several snarling 
lines at Miami from 1989-92, in an attempt 
to bring some fire to the defense. There’s 
only one problem: Orgeron won't be coach- 
ing the kind of talent he had at UM. Two 
starters must be replaced in the secondary. 
Special teams: Olindo Mare, who kicked 
off last season and added placements at 
midseason, is back after making 3 of 7 field- 
goal attempts, Sean Reali, who pulled dou- 
ble-duty for half of last year before focusing 
on punting, finished third in the Big East 
with a 43.4-yard average. Harrison (9.2 
punt-return average) and Jim Turner (24.6 
kickoffreturn average) each ranked sec- 
ond in the Big East. 

Key to success: A quarterback who can 
throw must be found to revive Syracuse's 
offense and, for that matter, the program. 
Outlook: This is a team that badly needs a 
revival. Entering the 1993 season, the 
Orangemen seemed on the brink of becom- 
ing one of the nation’s powerhouse pro- 
grams. Talent remains, but fresh plans for a 
stale offense and fire for a soft defense must 
be found for Syracuse to move into the 
upper division. 

Coach Paul Pasqualoni says: “We feel 
good. We feel very positive. We have a very 
good group. The feeling here is quite posi- 
tive and optimistic.” 


Continued 
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BURNIN OUESTION 


Will new coach really 
tone down the ‘Canes? 


lose your eyes and think about the 
‘Miami Hurricanes football program. 
Chances are, images of gyrating, fin- 
ger-pointing players will dance in your 
head. 


Butch Davis, Miami's new coach, 
hopes to change that perception, which 
may have reached its peak at the 1991 
Cotton Bowl, when the ‘Canes humiliated 
Texas with a display of taunting that 
would have em! a pro wrestler 
during a 463 whipping of the Longhorns. 

“We would like to change just the— 
‘oh, you know—the perception around 
the country of our program,” said 
Davis, who assumes command from 
Dennis Erickson. 

Davis, 43, knows all about the Canes 
and their bad-boy persona. He coached 
the defensive line at Miami from 1984- 
88 before following Jimmy Johnson to 
Dallas. So when Hurricanes players 
staged a walkout from the 1987 Fiesta 
Bowl steak fry, Davis was there. He 
believes such antics hide the true pic- 
ture of the program. 

“It’s a shame that there has been the 
negative publicity over a period of time 
for the perceived on-the-ield or offthe- 
field antics or whatever you want to call 
it” he said. “When you truly get to know 
these kids, they are absolutely wonderful 
kids. Tons of these kids you'd love to 
have as your sons, love to have as son-in- 
Jaws to marry your daughters.” 

Some would scoff at that notion, 
thinking the ‘Canes always will be col- 
lege football's pit bull. Is Davis the man 
to muzzle Miami? 

He'll certainly try. And he certainly 
seems perfect for the part. 

A conservative who was raised in 
Oklahoma, Davis spit-polishes his 
shoes. He adores Star Trek movies and 
his personality veers toward the Mr. 
Spock mode, You know the type: in con- 
trol, no nonsense. 

But don't expect Davis to attempt a 
complete transformation of the "Canes 
and their whoop-itup mystique. 

He wants to see happy players. If the 
players are happy, that. means some- 
thing positive has happened on the field. 

“J don’t think,” he said, “that you can 
take, and I don’t want to take, emotion 
‘out of our football game. But that emo- 
tion needs to be vented in another 
direction. There isn't any place in ath- 
letics for emotion vented at the expense 
of embarrassing the opponent. 

“But I don’t think there’s anybody 
who watches an athletic contest who 
minds the genuine emotion that comes 
after a touchdown or blocking a punt. 
Everybody knows that isn't being 
unsportsmanlike.” 

—DAVID RAMSEY 
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1994 record: 7-4, Big East: 4-97T31d. 
Key losses: Wiky Bazil, DT; Bryce Bevil, 
Chenoweth, TE; Dan Conley, LB; Kirby Dar Dar, TB, 
Hobson, NG; Tony Jones, FS; Jim Ledger, OT; Kevin Mason, 
0B; Melvin Tuten, OT; Dave Woblabaugh, C. 
Starters returning: Offense (5): Cy Elsworth, G, 6-4283, 
St; Marvin Harrison, WRVPR, 6-1/173, St; Tery Moris, FB, 
5.117217, Jc; Sheton Prescot, G, 6-4/310, Jr: Si Mawn 
Wiison, WR, 6-2/221, St. Defense (6): Kevin Abrams, CB, 
5-8/159, Je; Scott Freeney, T, 6243, Jr; Chris Marques, 
LB, 64237, St; Darrel Parker, SS, 5-8186, St; Antwaune 
Ponds, LB, 62/224, Soph; Dave Rebar, NG, 6-232, Sr. 
Kickers (2): lindo Mare, K, 511/174, Sr; Sean Real, 
S-11/194, Je. 
Other key returnees: Dana Cottrell, LB, Jr; Rod Gadson, 
(CB, Soph; Nate Hemsley, LB, Je; Dulayne Morgan, LB, 
‘Soph; Harvey Pennypacker, C, Jt; Malcolm Thomas, TB, Jc; 
sien Turner, WPVKR, Soph; Roland Wiliams, TE, Soph. 
Returning statistical leaders: dar: tog Tes 113, 
beyis 3 3 TD); Passing: None; Receiving: Harrison (36 rec., 
761 yds,, 57D); Toole Pons (122) Sacker: Rebar (3) 
Top newcomers: Kevin Johnson, QB, Fr, (RS); Donovan 
McNabb, 08, Fr (RS); Jason Poles, LB, Fr (RS}; Shawn 
‘Summervillo, CB, Fr, (RS). 
Site: Syracuse, NY, Stadium: Cartier Dome (50,000). 
Last league ttle won: None. 

SCHEDULE 


Sept, 2 —atNorth Carolina Oct, 21 —West Virginia 
Sopt. 9 —East Carolina Nov, 4 —at Virginia Tech 


Sopt. 23 Minnesota Nov. 11 —at Ptsburgh 
Sept. 30 —at Rutgers. Nov. 18 —Boston College 
Oct, 7 —Temple Nov. 25 —at Miami 


Offensive strengths: Terrell Willis and 
Bruce Presley combine to form an elusive, 
explosive tailback attack. Presley runs with 
power, Willis with speed. The duo could 
combine for more than 2,000 yards, if 
Presley is healthy. If quarterback Ray Lucas 
is healthy, Rutgers will benefit from his 
accurate arm and superb running skills. 
Marco Battaglia may be the best tight end in 
the nation, and receiver Reggie Funderburk 
possesses speed and good hands. 
Offensive weaknesses: Willis, Presley 
and Lucas are injury-prone, Rutgers has to 
score points, lot of points, to win. That was 
a problem in '94, as the Scarlet Knights 
averaged a league-low 21.9 points. Scoring 
will be difficult if the coaches can't replace 
three departed starters on the line. 
Defensive strengths: Not many. The 
Scarlet Knights are experienced, but consid- 


Terrell Willis is the speedy half of Rutgers’ 
potent tailback combination. 
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ering their struggles last season, that may be 
more of a problem than a blessing. The 
coaches think the linebackers will be solid. 
Keep an eye on tackle Rashod Swinger. 
Defensive weaknesses: Rutgers must find 
answers in the secondary. Mark 
Washington is a quality strong safety, but he 
needs help. The top two linemen are gone. 
Special teams: Funderburk and Willis are 
dependable return men, but others may get 
in on the act. Punter Jared Slovan, who 
ranked last in the Big East with a 353-yard 
average, will battle Joe Kucowski to keep his 
job. Kucowski, who kicked off in "94, leads a 
crowd of candidates for kicking duties. 
Keys to success: Health in the offensive 
backfield and improvement by the defense, 
which ranked last in the Big East against 
the pass in its first year playing a 4-3 align- 
ment, are musts if anyone in New 
Brunswick has visions of prosperity. 
Outlook: Rutgers should score points, but 
the Scarlet Knights must find a way to prevent 
them, especially through the air, if they are to 
climb above Pitt and Syracuse to become a 
low-level bowl team. Don't count on it. 
Coach Doug Graber says: “Do we have to 
talk about our defense? I don't know if we 
have any strengths on defense. We still have 
a long way to go there. Anything we do or 
don't do depends on what our defense does.” 
‘SCARLET KNIGHTS DATA 
‘Coach: Doug Graber (2529+, 5 years; $1-34-1 overall, 6 yeas) 
1994 record: 5-5-1. Big East: 2-4-1/6th. 


Marco Battaga, TE, 63/240, Sx; Reggie Funderbuk, WR, 
5-10/175, de; Steve Harper, WR, §-10'160, Soph; Chris 
Kennedy, G, 6-4/280, St; Ray Lucas, O8, 6-9210, Se; Terrell 
Wilt, TB, 6-0/200, Jt. Defense (7): Rashaan Giddings, LB, 
6-1/230, Se; Jem Guamera, T, 5/275, St; Thomas Kel}, FS, 
5-11/190, Soph; Rusty Swartz, LB, 6-1/230, Jt; Rashod 
‘Swinger, T, 63/285, Jc; Derek Ward, CB, 5-11/170, Jr; Mark. 
Washington, SS, 5-8/190, Sr. Kickers (2): Joa Kucowsi, K, 
69200, Sx; Jared Slovan, P, 6-4/195, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Mike Brest, LB, Jc; Jonathan Gbbs, 
WR, St; Pat Gorman, G, St; Robert Higgins, QB, Sr; Chris 
‘Hutton, WR, Soph.; Mike Karwacki, DE, Soph; Jack McKieman, 
‘OL, Soph; Bruce Presley, TB, St; Brian Sheridan, LB, Je; 
Rudy Smith, DE, St; Eddie Walker, WR, Sr. (RS/academics), 

statistical leaders: Rushing: Wilis (216 att, 
1,080 yds., § TD); Passing: Lucas (268 att, 156 comp, 10 
INT, 16 TD, 1,869 yds.) Receiving: Battagla (58 rec., 779 
yds., 4 TD); Tackler: Washington (85); Sacker: Swinger (4). 
‘Top newcomers: Cameron Chadwick, DB, Jr. (JC); Bil 

I, WR, Fr (RS); Kerry Ware, DT, ur, (C).. 

Site: East Brunswick, Nu. Stadium: Rutgers Stadium (41,500), 


Sept. 9 —at Duke Oct. 28 

‘Sept. 16 —Navy Nov. 4 —at West Viginia 
Sept. 23 —Penn State Nov, 11 —at Tulane 
Sept. 30 Nov. 18 —at Temple 
Oct. 14 at Miami Nov, 24 Boston College 


Offensive strengths: Quarterback Henry 
Burris carried the offense last season. With 
virtually no running game, he still managed 
to pick apart defenses to the tune of a 
league-high 249.7 yards passing per game. 
With Burris throwing to Van Johnson, 
Mare Baxter and Troy Kersey, the Owis’ 
passing game again will be mighty. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Owls can't 
run. Period. For Temple to win, it must 
develop a rushing attack to keep defenses 
somewhat honest. Junior tailback Juan 


Gaddy hasn't lived up to his high school 
hype. Guard John Summerday will do his 
part to open holes for a unit that averaged a 
measly 77.4 yards rushing per game. 
Defensive strengths: Lance Johnstone, 
Alabama transfer Willie Brown and 
Alshermond Singleton lead a linebacking 
corps that could revive a sorry defense. 
Johnstone is one of the hidden stars of the 
East, a ferocious hitter who also can drop 
into pass coverage. 

Defensive weaknesses: Temple couldn't 
run last season, and the Owls couldn't stop 
the run, ranking last in the Big East (232.4 
yards per game). To keep from getting 
stomped this season, Temple, which 
allowed a league-high 445.1 yards per 
game, must radically improve a shaky line. 
Special teams: John Shay returns after 
averaging 38.8 yards per punt. Zane 
Michalski will be challenged by a freshman 
for the kicking chores. Kevin Walker, a 
junior-college transfer, could become one of 
the conference's top kick returners. 

Keys to success: Temple needs a running 
game to accompany the passing skills of 
Burris. A little resistance by the defensive 
line would be helpful, too, 

Outlook: The Owls should improve, but 
they again look destined to dwell in the 
basement. The team has a sprinkling of 
stars, but more depth and strength is need- 
ed. It doesn’t help that the Owls play in 
front of the smallest and least enthusiastic 
fans in the conference. 

Coach Ron Dickerson says: “I know the 
kids believe now that things are different. 
‘There's a different attitude among the play- 
ers. There's a different commitment level. 
There's a different understanding. They've 
grown up and they're talented. These kids 
are bound and determined to win.” 


Coach: Fon Dickerson (3-19, 2 year). 
1994 record: 29 Big East: 0-7/th 
Key losses: Andrew Brown, LB; Pl, Cook, TE; Pil Cox, FS; 
‘Adrian Drones, DE; Rich Maston, K; Deandre McClurkin, NT; 
Sid Morse, FB 
Starters : Otfense (9): Marc Baxter, SE, 6-1/190, 
St; Tom Berger, C, 64/275, J; Ed Bowen, G, 62/271, Jr; 
Henry Buris, 8, 6-1/175, Jt; Jon Clark, T, -6°342, St; 
‘Juan Gaddy, TB, 5-9/189, dr; Eric Johnson, T, 6-4/278, J; 
Van Jotnson, FL, 6-1/188, Jr; John Summerday, G, 62/280, 
Sr, Dotense (7): Corey Green, SS (may switch to FB), 
5-19/216, J; Alan Jackson, CB, 610/191, Sc; Lance 
Johnstone, LB, 6-3/242, Sr; Andy Phipps, T, 6-3/284, Jr; 
Robert MeWillams, CB, 60/173, Sr; Alshermond Singleton, 
LB, 63221, Je; Tim Terry, E, 6-230, Jr, Kickers (1): John 
Shay, P,6-1/211, Sr 

key returnees: Danny Davis, TB, dr; Jason Davis, OE, 
st; Try Kersey, FL, Soph; Tealang Lloyd, NG (moved from 
DE), dr Zane Michalski, K, Soph. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Gadd (103 att, 285 
yds. 1 7D); Passing: Burs (409 att, 215 comp, 12 INT, 21 
TD, 2,716 yds.) Receding: Johnson (34 rec., 622 yds, 5 TD); 
Tacker: Johnstone (114); Sacker Davis, Phipps, Teny (2) 
Top newcomers: Wille Brown, LB, J. (ranste/Alabama); 
Deadrake Epps, CB, Jr: (NC); Tom Gilson, OL, Fr; Dave 
Nichols, KF; Kevin Waker, WR, Jt. (JC) 

Stadium: Veterans Stadium (65592) 


Sept 2—at Kansas State Oc 


Oct. 21 —at East Carolina 


Sept. 9 —at West Virginia Oct. 28 —at Mami 
Sept 16 —at Penn State Nov. 4 —Boston College 
Sept. 30 —Bowing Green Nov, 11 —Vignia Tech 
Oc. 7—atSyracuse Nov. 18 Rutgers 
Oct. 14 —Pitsburgh 


David Ramsey covers college sports for the 
Syracuse (N.¥.) Herald-Journal, 


§ 


OUTING THE BIG EAST 


Ascending: Pittsburgh. John Majors won 
a national title with the Panthers in 1976. 
He won't win another soon, but he has 
resuscitated a program that barely had a 
pulse when he took over before the 93 
season. The Panthers should finish over 
-500, which would be a major triumph. 
Descending: Syracuse. After playing in 
six consecutive bowls from 1987-92, the 
Orangemen haven't tasted the postsea- 
son. It appears the offense has gotten 
stale and the defense lacks fire. 
Nightmare schedule: Boston College 
must think it's a Big Ten school. The 
Eagles face Ohio State, Michigan, 
Michigan State and Notre Dame. Whew! 
Dream schedule: West Virginia. Even a 
few lucky Mountaineers fans may get a 
chance to play in one of West Virginia's 
first five games: Purdue, Temple, 
Maryland, Kent and East Carolina. Only 
trips to Boston College and Miami should 
prove formidable. 

Best matchup of the year: Miami at 
Boston College, November 11. The 
Eagles just may have the firepower—and 
loud crowd—to overcome the vaunted 
Hurricanes. 

Worst matchup of the year: Kent at 
West Virginia, September 23. The 
Mountaineers would be frightened if it 
was Clark Kent visiting Morgantown. But 
it's only the lowly Golden Flashes from 
the woebegone Mid-American Confer- 
ence. 

Shocker of the year: Temple over 
Rutgers, November 18. The Owls’ passing 
game will... uh... run wild on the 
Scarlet Knights’ weak secondary. Only a 
few thousand fans figure to be on hand to 
watch this upset in Veterans Stadium, but 
they'll see a nice show. 

Bowl bound: Miami, Boston College, 
West Virginta, Virginia Tech. But don't 
rule out any team—except Temple. 


West Virginia cornerback Aaron Beasley gam- 
bles too much to be considered great. 


HONOR ROLL 


Best offensive back: Augers 


RANKING THE RECRUITING 


Biggest shoes to fill: Miami defensive 
tackle Warren Sapp’s. Someone must 
anchor the Hurricanes’ line, though no 
one on the Miami campus will play the 
position with the nasty mastery of Sapp, 
the 1994 Big East Defensive Player of the 
Year. Miami hopes Marvin Davis and 
Jason McCullough can hold down the 
tackle slots, 

Most underrated player: Temple line- 
backer Lance Johnstone. He plays for a 
lousy team in a city that doesn’t give a flip 
about college football. Johnstone is a 
wicked hitter who would be a hero in 
most locales. 

Most overrated player: West Virginia 
cornerback Aaron Beasley. Sure, Beasley 
led the nation with 10 interceptions, but 
he gambles too much, which makes him 
susceptible to getting burned. Make no 
mistake, Beasley is a fine player. But he 
must become more consistent if he wants 
to be known as a great defender. 

Best head coach: Don Nehlen, West 
Virginia, He doesn't labor in a state 
known for producing great players, so 
Nehlen must travel far and wide to pro- 
cure talent. He works in what might be 
the most challenging environment in the 
conference, yet he’s a consistent winner. 
“It's not easy,” he said. 

Best coaching staff: Miami. 
Linebackers coach Randy Shannon and 
defensive line boss Rick Petri are skilled 
at crafting nasty boys. 

Coach on the hot seat: Paul Pasqualoni, 
Syracuse. No one works longer hours 
than Pasqualoni, but he has failed in 
recent seasons to motivate his team and 
has watched assistants flee with alarming 
regularity. A trip to a bowl is a virtual 


requirement this season if Pasqualoni 
wants to placate Orangemen fans. 
Best bets: Pitt tailback Billy West will 
rush for 1,500 yards. He also will be black 
and blue by season's end. . . . Miami 
Coach Butch Davis may be hemming and 
hawing over who will start at quarter- 
back, but he knows it'll be senior Ryan 
Collins. . . . Syracuse receiver Marvin 
Harrison will win a game with a last-sec- 
‘ond touchdown catch, . . . Miami will shut 
out more than one team. . . . Davis will wit- 
ness at least one hip-thrusting, arm-flail- 
ing, high-stepping display of celebration 
by his UM players. . . . Rutgers will score 
more than 30 points in a game—and lose. 
Odds and ends: Syracuse has given its 
fabled No. 44 to recruit Rob Konrad, a 
highly touted fullback from Mass- 
achusetts. Many in Syracuse believe the 
number, worn by Jim Brown, Floyd Little 
and the late Ernie Davis, among others, 
should be retired, Little doesn't agree. He 
knew Davis, and he enjoys watching the 
old number on the field. “It keeps him 
alive,” Little said. “I don’t think they ought 
to ever retire that number.” . . . Temple 
averaged 16,396 fans at home games, 
percent of capacity at its 
host facil . The Miami coaching job 
ording to popular wisdom, a terribly 
nplicated position. After Dennis 
Erickson left the Hurricanes to coach the 
ttle Seahawks, two coaches, Sonny 
Lubick of Colorado State and Jim Tressel 
of Division I-AA power Youngstown State, 
passed on the chance to lead Miami. The 
perception is that there is too much pres- 
sure to win in South Florida, Rutgers 
Coach Doug Graber wonders about that 
observation: “I'd rather coach someplace 
where they expect you to win. That usual- 
ly means they have good reason for the 
expectation.” .. . After three seasons of 
Big East football, Temple still is looking 
for its first league win. The Owls are 0-20, 
Conversely, Miami has posted a 17-1 Big 
East mark. The Hurricanes’ only loss was 
at undefeated West Virginia in 1993. 
—DAVID RAMSEY 


Temple linebacker Lance Johnstone would be 
a hero in another locale. 
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Offensive strengths: Tailback Leeland 
McElroy has 4.27 speed and no equal as a 
running back/kickoff returner. This sea- 
son, he may return punts, too. Tackle 
Hunter Goodwin and guard Calvin Collins 
are great pile-drivers, and tight end 
Hayward Clay has unlimited potential. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Aggies long 
have lacked a go-to receiver with speed—and 
still do, The lack of a proven center makes 
the line, weak last season, suspect again. 
Defensive strengths: Brandon Mitchell is 
a terror at end and a legitimate candidate 
for the Outland and Lombardi awards. The 
Aggies have speedy linebackers galore, led 
by Reggie Brown and newcomer Jimmy 
Irby, who had 27 sacks in two years in 
junior college. The secondary, small but 
experienced, is the league’s best. 
Defensive weaknesses: Except for 
Mitchell, the front line is workmanlike. The 
new starter at strong safety, Typail 
McMullen, could be the weak link. 
Special teams: Kyle Bryant, a boomer as a 
freshman last season, kicked a 61-yard field 
goal (the second-longest in NCAA history 
without a tee) and 17 of 25 overall. Recruit 
Shane Leckler should press inconsistent 
Sean Terry at punter. McElroy is one of the 
best return men in the country. 
Keys to success: With the offensive line still 
developing and little proven depth at running 
back, quarterback Corey Pullig has to step 
up and make more big plays. A few cracks in 
the defensive front have to be repaired. 
Outlook: Only a tie against one-win SMU 
kept the Aggies from having a spotless sea- 
son last year, Still, they finished undefeated 
for the first time in 38 years and haven't lost 
a conference game since 1990. A&M needs 
aquick pick-me-up from its offensive line (it 
rehired former line coach Mike Sherman 
away from UCLA to get one), but a soft 
schedule should help the Aggies’ chances 
in their pursuit of the national title. 
Coach R.C, Slocum say: feel like 
we're a better team than at this time a year 
ago, and I feel our potential is better than a 
year ago, In looking a year ago, we had 
areas we were not very good and were not 
going to be very good. But I can't think of 
any spot where we'd be weaker.” 

AGGIES DATA 
Coach: A.C, Slocum (59-12-2, 6 years). 
1994 record: 10-0-1. SWC: 6-0-1/ineligible for league te, 
Key losses: Antonio Armstrong, LB; Reggie Graham, ie Cit 
Groce, FB; Michael Hendricks, SS; Lary Jackson, 
Jones, OT; James McKeehan, TE; Brian Mitchell, iden 
Richard, G; Rodney Thomas, TB; Brandon Ward, C. 
Starters returning: Offense (4): Calvin Colin, G, 6-4/285, 
J; Hunter Goodwin, T, 6-5/263, St; Corey Pulig, QB, 
6-199, Sr Chris Sanders, SE, 6-4/213, Sr, Defense (7): 
Dennis Alen, FS, 6-184, Sr; Reggie Brown, LB, 6-2/224, 
Sr,; Donovan Greer, CB, §-10/164, Jt; Edward Jasper, NG, 
6-4276, Jt; Ray Mckens, CB, -8/172, Sr; Brandon Michal, 
E, 64/270, Js Lanry Welker Il LB, 62/200, J. Kickers (2) 
Kyle Bryant, K, §-7/180, Soph. Sean Terry, P, 6-2/232, St. 
Other key returnees: Hayward Clay, TE, Sr. Trent Driver, 
LB, Soph.; Koby Hackradt, C, (moved from G) Soph ;David 
Maxwell, DE, Soph,; Leeland McElroy, TBIKR, Jr; Steve 
McKinney, G (moved from DE), Soph. Typail McMullan, S, 
ts, Phillip Meyers, LB, Soph.; Keith Mitchell, LB, Jr; Chris, 
Ruhman, OT, Soph.; Detron Smith, FB, St; Andra Wiliams, 
CB, Je; Sherrod Wyatt, S, Jt 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: McElroy (130 at, 
707 yds., 9 TD); Passing: Pulig (269 att, 161 comp,, 7 INT, 
13D, 2,056 yas ); Receiving: Sanders (22 rec., 422 yds., 4 
TD); Taclder: Walker (69); Sacker: Michel! (9). 
Top newcomers: Albert Connal, WA, ur. (JC); Jimmy Irby, 
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SOUTHWEST 


Conference Rank: 7 
By KIRK BOHLS 


PREDICTIONS 


ORDER OF FINISH 


1. TEXAS A&M 

2, TEXAS 

3. TEXAS TECH 

4, TEXAS CHRISTIAN 

5. BAYLOR 

6. RICE 

7. SOUTHERN METHODIST 
8. HOUSTON 


The Texas A&M secondary, which features 
cornerback Ray Mickens, is small but good, 


LB, Jt, (IC); Shane LecNlr, P, Fr. Justin Lucas, WR, Fr, 
(RS); Dat Nguyen, LB, Fr. (RS); Aaron Ofver, WR, Fr (RS); 
Zerick Rolins, DE, Soph, (transtec Oklahoma); David 
Vazquez, C, Ft. (RS) 
Site: College Station, Texas. Stadium: Kyle Field (70.210). 
Last league ttle won: 1993, 
‘SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2—Louisiana State Oct. 28 Houston 

Sept. 16 —Tulsa Nov. 9 —at Rico 

Sept. 23 —at Colorado Nov, 18 Ma, Tennesse St 

Oc. 7—at Texas Tech Nov. 25 —at Texas Christian 

Oct. 14 —Southam Methodist Dec. 2—Texas 

Oct, 21 —at Baylor 


Offensive strengths: Texas feels good 
with sophomore quarterback James 
Brown, who has the quickest release and 
maybe the quickest feet in the SWC. He 
won his final (and only) four starts last sea- 
son, The move of Dan Neil from center to 
guard and John Elmore from guard to left 
tackle has strengthened what could be one 
of the league's best lines. 
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Offensive weaknesses: Sun Bowl MVP 
Priest Holmes sustained a severe knee 
injury in the spring, which will cost Texas 
the talented running back’s services for at 
least half the season. With Holmes out, the 
position is in the hands of talented but 
unproven newcomers. The top two 
receivers from 1994 are gone, too, and two 
outstanding pass catchers—Mike Adams 
and Justin McLemore—weren't available in 
the spring because of academics and knee 
rehab, respectively. 

Defensive strengths: Tony Brackens is 
one of the premier pass rushers in the 
nation. He'll lead a vastly improved front 
that includes the massive Chris Akins and 
Stonie Clark. Bryant Westbrook is the best 
cornerback you've never heard of. 
Defensive weaknesses: There are no 
standout linebackers, once a Longhorns 
strength, and free safety Chris Carter 
regressed after a terrific freshman season 
in 1993. Strong safety Tre Thomas has for- 
gotten how to tackle, 

Special teams: One would be hard-pressed 
to find a better kicking game than Texas’ 
trio of kicker Phil Dawson, punter Duane 
Vacek and dangerous kick returner Adams. 
The strong-legged Dawson missed only five 
of 19 field-goal attempts as a freshman, and 
Vacek averaged 40.2 yards a punt. 

Keys to success; “Help Wanted" signs 
have to be taken down by freshmen and 
transfers at running back and linebacker for 
‘Texas to improve upon last year’s suce 
Outlook: Texas desperately needs to 
upgrade its defense if it wants to build upon 
last year’s 8-4 record and its first national 
ranking at season's end since 1990, The 
schedule includes only five teams with win- 
ning records, but two of them—Notre 
Dame and Texas A&M—are on the road. 
Coach John Mackovic says: “In today’s 
wide-open offensive game, you have to be 
strong up the middle, We have excellent 
quarterbacks, solid centers and a group of 
experienced running backs. I think this 
year we will be the best we've been in our 
four seasons in that area. On defense, Tony 
Brackens will be one of the top players in 
the nation at his position.” 


UOWHORNS DATA 
‘Coach: John Mackovic (19-14-1, 3 years; 63-50-2 overall, 


tO years) 
1994 record: 8-4 (beat North Carolina in Sun Bow). SWC: 
4OT ist. 

Key losses: Thomas Baskin, DT; Blake Brockermayer, OT 
(declared for NFL drat); Joey Elis, CB; Eric Jackson, WR; 
Joe Philips, OT; Lovell Pinkney, WR (declared for NFL draft); 
Rodrick Walker, RB; Norman Watkins, LB, 

Starters retuming: Otfense (6): Stove Bradey, TE, 6.47232, 
‘Jt; Corby Brooks, G, 6-467, Sr; James Brown, QB, 6-0/190, 
Soph; John Elmore, T (moved from G), 6-285, Sr; Priest 
Holmes, RB, 5-10/200, Sr (was inured during sping); Dan Neil, 
G (moved from C), 6-228, J. Defense (8): Chis Akins, NG, 
6.17289, Soph; Tony Brackens,E, 6-4240, Jr; Chis Cater, FS, 
6-1/194, dr; Tyson King, LB, 6-023, Jt; Robert Reed, LB, 
6-2/220, St; Kyle Richardson, LB, 0/220, Soph; Tre Thomas, 
SS, 612210, J; Bryant Westbrook, CB, 6-0/192, J. Kickers (2): 
Phil Dawson, K, 511/191, Soph.; Duane Vacok, P 6/240, Sr, 
Other key returnees: Mike Adams, WR, Jr. (RS/knee); 
Stonie Clark, NG, St; Pat Fitzgerald, TE, Jt; Curtis Jackson, 
WR, Sr. Justin McLemore, WR, Sr. (RS/knee); Shea Morenz, 
(08, Jk; Jason Reeves, LB, St; Darall Wison, RB, Soph 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Holmes (120 att 
524 yds.,5 TD); Passing: Brown (115 att, 60 comp, 2 INT, 
12 TD, 1,047 yds.) Receiving: Jackson (27 rec., 401 yds., 

2 TD); Tackler: Brackens (90); Sacker: Brackens (7) 

Top newcomers: Octavious Bishop, OT, Fr. (RS); Ricky 
Brown, RB, Fr; Chris Butcher, RB, Ft; Jeftey Cayton, RB, 


‘Thanks to players such as tailback Byron 
Hanspard, Texas Tech should be able to score. 


Jr, UC); Russell Gaskamp, C, Fr. (RS); Matt Jones, LB, Jr 
(UC); Clarence Martin, DT, Fr; Wane McGarity, WR, Fr. 
(RSkneo); Ricky Wiliams, RB, Fr; Bryan White, WR, Fr. 
Site: Austin, Toxas, Stadium: Memorial Stadium (77,809). 
Last league ttle won: 1994 (ia). 


‘SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —at Hawaii Oct. 21 —Virginia 
Sept. 16 —Pitsburgh Nov, 4—Toxas Tech 


Sept. 23 —at Notre Dame Nov. 11 —at Houston 
‘Sept. 30 —at Southam Methodist Nov. 18 —Texas Christian 
Oct. 7 Rice Nov, 23 Baylor 

Oct. 14 Oklahoma (at Dallas) Dec, 2—at Texas ABM 


Offensive st engths: Wi 9 percent of 
last year's offense back, including consen- 
sus league newcomer of the year Zebbie 
Lethridge at quarterback and Byron 
Hanspard at tailback, Tech should be able 
to score. Lethridge might even use the 
shotgun. The team’s top seven receivers 
also return, giving Lethridge a plethora of 
competent targets to throw to. 

Offensive weaknesses: There's nothing 
special about a fairly inexperienced offensive 
line, which is not particularly big, either. 
Tight end Jerod Fiebiger had a strong 


spring, but he had only six catches as a. 


reserve last season and must prove himself. 
Defensive strengths: Few teams have the 
overall depth, talent and experience at line- 
backer that Tech has in Zach Thomas (a 
first-team All-America in some circles last 
season), Shawn Banks and Robert Johnson. 
Safety Marcus Coleman plays like a line- 
backer. Reserve end Tony Daniels has a 
knack for making tackles behind the line of 
scrimmage. 

Defensive weaknesses: The secondary, 
toasted by USC in the Cotton Bowl, must be 
rebuilt. So must the defensive line. Tech is 
so desperate it moved fast but small line- 
backer Anthony Armour to the line. 
Special teams: The Red Raiders have one 
of the best tandems in the league in punter 
Brad Cade and kicker Tony Rogers. Cade 
had only 21 of his 72 punts returned (for a 
total of 80 yards) and led the league in net 
punting. Rogers was five of six from 40 
yards or longer on field goals, missing only 
from 56 yards. 

Keys to success: Both lines lack experience, 


and must develop quickly if Tech hopes to 
defend its share of the SWC title. 
Outlook: A schedule that opens with a game 
at Penn State (which replaces football 
dropout Cal State Fullerton) might make 
Texas Tech think it's back at the Cotton 
Bowl, where it was decimated by USC. But 
six of the next 10 opponents had losing 
records in 1994, giving the Red Raiders hope 
for a repeat share of the league title. Only one 
of their final five games, however, is at home. 
Coach Spike Dykes says: “We'll be a mys- 
terious team, We had a great year last year. I 
don’t mean there were many happy people 
walking down the Cotton Bowl, but now we 
can talk about winning a conference champi- 
onship and it’s not a myth. It’s a possibility.” 
HED BAIDERS ATA 
Coach: Spike Dykos (47-44-1, 8 years). 
1994 record: 6-6 (lost to Southern California in Cotton Bow!), 
‘SWC: 4-3/T 1st. 
Key losses: Cat Adams, CB; Scott Aylor, TE; Alton cay 1B; 
Jon Davis, K; Scot Fitzgerald, C; Chris Ori, NT; Rober 
Rivera, G; Bart Thomas, FS; Jabbar Thomas, DE; tana 
‘Wickware, DT; Jeff Wood, OT; Byron Wright, DE. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (6): Sheldon Bass, SE, 5-10/170, 
Soph, Casey Jones, G, 6-5/273, Jr; Ben Kauiman, T, 
6-5/286, Jr; Zobbia Lethridge, QB, 6-0/188, Soph,; Stacy 
‘Todd Walker, FB, 6-0/211, Sr. 


Mitchell, FL, 55/150, Soph.; 


Coleman, , 6-2/201, 

Robert Johnson, LB, 6-11/186, ur; Zach Thoma 

6-0/233, Sr. Kickors (1): Brad Cade, P, 6-2/174, Sr, 

Other key returnees: Anthony Armour, DL (moved from LB), 

dt (ju Tony Daniels, DE, J; Tony Darden, OBR, 
TE, 


erie} Tony Rogers, K, Soph 

ing statistical preg Rushing: Hanspard (173 at, 
7Bt ys. $70), Passing: Lehrdoe (281 a, 102 com. 
G INT, 12 TD, 1,596 yas); Receiving: Bass (34 rec, 400 yds., 
2 TD); Tackler: Thomas (116); Sacks: Thomas (3.5). 
‘Top newcomers: Jayson Hansen, OT, Jt. (C); Kenny 
Haywood, CB, Jt (IC); Elgin Johnson, DE, Jt. (JC); Carl 
Marshall, CB, Jr. (JC). 
Site: Lubbock, Texas. Stadium: Jones Stadium (60,500). 
Lest league ttle won: 1994 (te). 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 9—at Penn Stata Oct. 28 ~at New Mexico 
Sept. 16 —Missour Now. 4—at Texas 
Sept. 30 —at Baylor Nov. 11 —Texas Chistian 


Oc. 7 —Texas A&M 
Oct, 14 —Arkansas State 
Oct. 21 —Rice 


Nov, 18 —at So, Methodist 
Nov. 25 —at Houston. 


AN 


ths: 
league can boast of having both ‘SWC a 
Offensive Players of the Year. Andre Davis 
is a shifty, versatile tailback (47 catches in 
addition to 1,494 rushing yards), and Max 
Knake is an accurate quarterback (only 
seven interceptions in 316 passing 
attempts). The sure-handed Brian Collins, 
coming off ankle surgery, may be the 
nation’s top tight end, and the receiving 
corps is full of great targets. 
Offensive weaknesses: A completely deplet- 
ed line first must master the snap count, then 
work on gaining experience and mental 
toughness, especially on the right side. 
Defensive strengths: Better, faster ath- 
letes up front should put more heat on 
opposing quarterbacks. Linebacker Lenoy 
Jones makes a jillion tackles, and outside 
linebacker Geoff Stephens, converted from 
strong safety, can cover running backs on 
pass routes, 
Defensive weaknesses: Undersized line- 
backers and a reliance on zone coverage in 
the secondary makes TCU vulnerable to 


Texas Christian's Brian Collins may be the 
nation’s top tight end. 


ball-control offenses. 
Special teams: These units return intact, 
including deep snapper Ashby Porter. 
Kicker Michael Reeder was successful on 
11 of 15 field-goal attempts, Beau Stephens 
had two punts blocked last year. 
Keys to success: Unless the offensive line 
matures quickly, the Frogs’ vast experience 
at the skill positions could be wasted. 
Outlook: TCU has a good chance of fol 
lowing up its first bowl season in 10 years 
with back-to-back postseason games for the 
first time since 1958-59. Concern over an 
expensive buyout of his contract kept 
Coach Pat Sullivan from moving to LSU, but 
‘TCU gave him a new five-year contract. The 
Frogs should profit from a weak non-con- 
ference schedule in their bid to contend for 
the last SWC title. 
Coach Pat Sullivan says: “We're not 
where I want to be, but from where we 
started and where we are in all areas—facil- 
ities, attitude, all the things you don’t see— 
we are so much better. We've got more ath- 
letes and bettér athletes, We're not very 
deep yet, but if we can get off to a good start 
and gain confidence and get some momen- 
tum, we have a chance.” 

{ED FROGS DATA 
Coach: Pat Sullivan (12-20-2, 3 years), 
1994 record: 7-5 (ost to Virgina in Independence Bow) 
SWC: 437154, 
Key losses: Reggie Anderson, LB; Brian Brooks, NT; Aaron 
Burton, DT; Bart Epperson, G; Boyd Milby, G; Michael 
Mouiton, LB; Barret Robbins, C; Jimmy Oliver, FL; Vincent 
Pryor, LB; Royal West, DT. 
Starters feta Diorise MH Chris Gad FL, Glad 


7.65285, Js 


U5, 61720, de Mana Hopes, 
Hyer, T, 61280, J; Lenoy Jones, LB, 637218, Sr; Mikyha 
Marin, DB, §-11/180, Sr; Chuckie McWiliams, CB, 6-0/175, 
Sr; Chris Pland, E, 6-4/218, St; Tyrone Roy, LB, -2/240, 
Sr; Hayes Rydal, E, 6-2/240, St. Kickers (2): Michael 
Reeder, K, 6-0/162, Soph,; Beau Stophens, P,5-10/172, Sr, 
Other key returnees: Citford Barnes, OT, Sr; Kevin Brewer, 
, Srg Derrick Cullots, FL, Sr; Kevin Holmes, G, St. Rick 
LaFavers, $S, Sr; Ashby Porter, DS, Jr; Geoff Stephens, LB, 
(rnoved from $8), J 
Returning statistical leads 


Rushing: Davis (260 at, 


Continued 
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PRESEASON ALL-SOUTHWEST TEAM 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


FIRST TEAM 


SECOND TEAM 


Bago 7 7lalsis 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
OFFENSE: Ricky Willams, R8, Texas 
DEFENSE: Jimmy Irby, LB, Texas ABM 


COACH OF THE YEAR 
RC. Slocum, Texas ABM 


SPECIALISTS 


KYLE BRYANT, Texas ASM 


4,494 yds,, 7 TD); Passing: Knake (316 at, 184 comp, 
INT, 24 TD, 2,624 yds.) Receiving: Colins (32 rec,, 69 
yds.,7 TD); Tackler: Jones (77); Sacker: Rydel (3) 

Top newcomers: Sterfing Boyd, RB, J. (transte Georgia); 
Greg Davis, C, Fr. (RS); Kam Hunt, LB, Fr; Daryl Johnson, 
DE, Fr, (RS); J.P. McFarland, G/C, Fr, (RS); Bemard Oham, 
DT, Jr. (NC); Dana Robinson, CB, Fr, (RS); James Smith, NG, 
Fr, (RS); Fabian Stegall, G, Jt. (ransted Georgia); Jason 
“Tucker, FL, Fr. (RS); John Wilkams, FB, Fr. 

Site: Fon Worth, Texas. Stadium: Amen G. Carter (46,000) 
Last league ttle won: 1934 (te) 


Oct. 28 —at Baylor 
Nov. 4 —So, Methodist 
Nov. 11 —at Texas Tech 


Sept. 9 —lowa State 
Sept. 14 —at Kansas 
Sept. 23 —at Vanderbit 


Oct, 7 —Houston Nov. 18 —at Texas 
Oct, 14 —at Rice Nov. 25 —Texas A&M 
Oct. 21 Tulane 


5. BAYLOR 

Offensive strengths: Baylor has the best 
group of running backs in the league in 
Jerod Douglas, Anthony Hodge and Kalief 
Muhammad. Fred Miller is one of the best 
tackles around, and the Bears’ huge line 
should be able to mash people and spark 
the running game. 

Offensive weaknesses: When squatty 
quarterback Jeff Watson was good as a true 
freshman last year, he was very good, but 
when he was bad, Baylor lost. And there is 
no backup. Dustin Dennard has terrific 
hands, but the Bears’ three top split ends 
have a combined 29 career catches. The 
tight ends aren't even that experienced— 
the top four candidates have one reception. 
Defensive strengths: Mountainous book- 
ends Daryl Gardener and Donnie Embra 
and speedy linebacker LaCurtis Jones are 
potential all-stars who will lead a defensive 
unit that should be more aggressive and 
blitz more often. Strong safety Adrian 
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Robinson has seven career interceptions and 
is being touted as an All-America candi 
Defensive weaknesses: Only 11 Division 
FA teams were burned for more passing 
touchdowns than Baylor, which yielded 20. 
The secondary has good athletes in 
Robinson and Nikia Codie but couldn't 
cover anyone in a weak zone last season. 
Special teams: Ty Atteberry dropped 14 
punts inside the opponents’ 20 and had a 
very solid 39.9-yard net average. Jarvis Van 
Dyke never misses an extra point (he's hit 
his past 80) but he has poor range on field 
goals. He could get replaced by a freshman. 
Keys to success: Watson must improve 
his accuracy—assuming someone will be 
able to catch the ball if he is on target—and 
stay healthy. Baylor must shore up its weak 
pass defense, too. 
Outlook: The Bad News Bears defense 
became the Early News Bears in the off- 
season, arising at 5 a.m. for workouts. A 
solid work ethic and a renovated pass 
offense with more bootlegs and rollouts 
and pass defense with tighter man-to-man 
coverage will be essential for a team that 
faces six bowl teams, including Miami and 
North Carolina State on the road. 
Coach Chuck Reedy says: “We've got 
more team speed, and we'll be a better team 
than we were a year ago, maybe in every 
area. I don't think there's any question 
about it, but then it’s all relative to who 
you're playing. A lot of it will hinge on get- 
ting off to a good start.” 

BEARS DATA 
Coach: Chuck Reedy (12-11, 2 years). 
1994 record: 7-5 (lost to Washington State in Alamo Bow). 
SWC: 497 Ist. 
Key losses: Kendrick Bel, CB; Ben Bronson, WR; Wil 
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Davidson, G; Marty Dunbar, C; Bradford Lewis, FB; Chris 
Lewis, FS; Scotty Lewis, DE; Tony Tubbs, LB. 

Starters returning: Offense (6): David Davis, T, 6-4/900, Jr 
‘Dustin Dennard, WR, 6-4/197, Sr.; Bradley Domel, TE, 6-4/218, 
‘Soph.; Michael Johnson, G, 6-3/306, Soph. Fred Miller, T, 
6-7/284, St; Jeti Watson, OB, 6-0/205, Soph. Defense (7): 
Gary Bandy, LB, 6-2/229, Sr.; Charles Horton, E, 6-3/282, Sr; 
LaCurts Jones, LB, 6-0/200, Sr; Philip Kent, LB, 6-2/223, 
Sr; Roderick Kinney, NT, 6-2/276, Soph.; Adrian Robinson, 

SS, 6-2/210, St; Tyrone Smith, CB, 5-10/178, Sr. Kickers (2): 
Ty Atiedemry, P, 6-0/196, Jc; Jarvis Van Dyke, K, 5-958, Sr 


+ Other key returnees: Nikia Codie, FS, Soph; Jerod 


Douglas, TB, Soph; Daryl Gardener, DE, Sr; Anthony Hodge, 
RB, Soph; Jerome Jackson, G, Soph; Robert Mason, LB, 
sts Kabet Muhammad, RB, Jr; Pearce Pegross, SE, Soph, 
(RS/academics) 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Muhammad (97 att, 
529 yds, 3 TD); Passing: Watson (172 att, 88 comp., 7 INT, 9 
TD, 1,435 yds; Receiving: Dennard (15 re., 251 yds, 1 
TD); Tacker: Jones (111); Sacks: Gardener (8) 

‘Top newcomers: Clarence Cruse, LB, Fr. (RS); Donnie 
Embra, DE, dt. IC). 

Site: Waco, Texas. Stadium: Floyd Casey (50,000). 

Last league ttle won: 1934 (te). 

SCHEDULE 

Sept, 2 —at Tusa (Oct. 28 Texas Chistian 
‘Sept. 16 —Mississippl State Nov, 4 —at Mami (Fla) 
‘Sept. 23 —at North Carona St. Nov. 11 —at So, Methodist 
Sept. 30 —Texas Tech Nov, 18 Rice 

Oct. 14 —at Houston Nov, 23 —at Texas 

Oc. 21 —Texas AGM 


Offensive strengths: Chris Cooley is one 
of the league's best guards, and 6-foot-1, 
285-pound walk-on guard Charles Torello 
drew raves in the spring. Quarterback Josh 
LaRocca is a stronger runner now, and back- 
up Chad Nelson's passing has improved. 
Spencer George and Yoncy Edmonds form 
a strong 1-2 tandem at running back. 

Offensive weaknesses: Rice's receivers 
dropped far too many passes in a weak aer- 
ial attack a year ago, and the holdovers and 


three recruits will need to be more consis- 
tent. Thad Bridges, an all-state receiver 
from Mississippi, could help. The loss of 
Adam Zylman to spring knee surgery was 
costly because the Owls are searching for 
three quality tight ends. 
Defensive strengths: There isn't a 
tougher player in America than inside line- 
backer Larry Izzo or a surer tackler than 
linebacker Joe Davis. Pass-rushing end 
Ndukwe Kalu is a rising star, and speedy 
cornerback Warrick Franklin can run down 
any receiver. 
Defensive weaknesses: Rice still isn't as 
beefy or physical up front as it needs to be 
against teams that like to mash. The sec- 
ondary doesn't come up with many turnovers, 
either (only five interceptions last year). 
Special teams: Tucker Phillips had a good 
punting average and showed a great vertical 
leap on high snaps. Matt Huelsman, a 
strong-legged walk-on, was too inconsistent. 
He kicked four field goals against TCU but 
missed three in a big game against Baylor. 
Keys to success: Rice must develop more 
surehanded receivers and find several tight 
ends to strengthen a passing game that 
ranked 105th nationally last season. The 
kicking game also must improve if the Owls 
are to contend for a bowl game. 
Outlook: Five of Rice's six losses last sea- 
son were by nine points or fewer. But 
thanks to their attacking defense and solid 
running attack, the Owls still managed to 
tie for the league title, The defense and run- 
ning game should be strong again, but the 
Owls will have to be mentally tough to sur- 
vive a midseason swing in which they play 
five of six games on the road. 
Coach Ken Hatfield says: “We're still not 
as big as other people. The middle part of 
our schedule is a real bugaboo, but to win a 
championship, you've got to win a big one 
on the road. We could have won every 
game last year. But our loss to TCU (27-25) 
showed we weren't better than anybody. We 
have to play near-perfect all the time. The 
biggest thing is the kids believe they can 
win every game.” 

‘OWLS DATA 
Coach: Ken Hatfield (5-6, 1 year, 119-67-3 overall, 16 years). 


1994 record: 56, SWC: 4-3/T1st. 

Key losses: Byron Coston, RB; Bobby Gray, G; Sa) 
<immy Lee, RB; Deric Rutherford, DE; Emmett Waldron, LB. 
Starters returning: Offens 
St; Chris ay 65/200, 


, ; Lay 
Thompson, NG; 59/255, Soph, Kickers (2): Matt Hulsman, 
K, 6-0/190, Soph; Tucker Philip, P, 6-005, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Emerson Allen, WR, St; Kris 
Amstrong, WR, Jt; Everott Burton, OT, Sr; Pat Callahan, 
RRB, Sr. Andy Citton, DE, Soph.; Yoney Edmonds, RB, Sr; 
Brian Lyssy, OT, drs Chad Nelson, QB, Soph; Arthur Tery, 
DE, Je; Jeff Venghaus, WR, Soph; Jason Winship, DT, Jr: 
Adam Zylman, TE, Jt 

Returning Cts leaders: Rushing: George (185 att, 
804 yds, 4 TD); Passing: LaRocca (190 att, 65 comp,, 8 INT, 
9 TD, 806 yds,); Receiving: George (14 rec, 132 yds., 27D); 
Tacklor: Davis (11); Sacker: Kal (8). 

‘Top newcomers: Thad Bridges, WR/DB, Fr; Michael Perry, 
RB/DB, Fr.; Raphael Tilman, QB, Fr; Charles Torllo, G, Fr: 
Donel Victorian, LB, F, 

Site: Houston. Stadium: Alco Stadium (70,000). 

Last league ttle won: 1994 (te). 


‘SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —UNLV Oct. 21 —at Texas Tech 
Sept. 16 —Tuane Oct. 28 —at So. Methodist 
Sept. 23 —at Louisiana Stato Nov. 9—Texas ASM 
Sept. 90 —at Army 
Oc, 7 —at Texas 
Oct, 14 —Texas Christian 


Nov. 18 —at Baylor 
Dec. 2—Houston 


I 
Offensive strengths: The shifty, quick- 
throwing Ramon Flanigan is SMU's answer 
to Charlie Ward, but he needs to stay 
healthy. He could be the league's most ver- 
satile and dangerous quarterback. Brannon 
Kidd might be the SWC’s top center, The 
very underrated and quick Donte Womack, 
who could flourish in a parttime, two-back 
scheme, heads an improving running attack. 
Offensive weaknesses: Flanigan will be 
on the run more than Harrison Ford in The 
Fugitive. (The Mustangs’ offensive line 
gave up 44 sacks last year.) There are few 
proven receivers, a position freshmen may 
have to fill. 

Defensive strengths: Behind middle line- 


Continued 


One of Rice's chief defensive weapons Is Ndukwe Kalu, a pass-rushing end who Is a rising star. 


SUNT OUEST ICN 


Can A&M finally win 
the national title? 


A&M is one of the five win- 
ningest football programs in the 
nation during the 1990s, but the other 
four have something the Aggies 
don't—a__ national championship. 
Florida State, Miami, Alabama and 
Nebraska have won national titles this 
decade, but for Texas A&M, the 
drought has been a bit longer. 

‘Try 1939, 

In each of the past four years, legiti- 
mate Aggie title hopes have been 
derailed, Last year, a tie with lowly 
SMU kept A&M from a perfect season, 
albeit one without a bowl game because 
of probation. In the three seasons 
before that, the Aggies ended with a 
Cotton Bowl loss: to Notre Dame in 
1991 and ’92 and Florida State in '93, 
Regular-season losses to Tulsa (1991) 
and Oklahoma (93) are the only other 
blemishes on the A&M slate, 

With seven starters back on defense 
and four on offense in 1995, the Aggies 
should be in the title hunt again, 

“] think that makes a positive state- 
ment about our program,” Coach R.C, 
Slocum said. “One of our stated objec- 
tives is fo reach a point where year in 
and year out, when they're talking 
about teams with a chance to be good, 
we're included in that list.” 

A&M's hopes for a title are buoyed by 
a sensational recruiting class. Among 
the returnees, Corey Pulliy is a veteran 
starter at quarterback, defensive end 
Brandon Mitchell is a Lombardi and 
Outland trophy candidate, and the line- 
backers, according to Slocum, “could be 
the best group we've had.” 

A national championship in the final 
year of the SWC would be appropriate 
for a league that has not produced a 
national champion in 25 years (Texas in 
the 1970 coaches poll). 

“A&M doesn't have any bad players. 
They've got so darn much depth,” 
‘Texas Tech Coach Spike Dykes said, 

‘The Aggies are hungry for exposure 
after their one-year TV ban, and they 
may benefit from the bowl alliance, 
which this year assures the SWC cham- 
pion of a spot in the Fiesta, Sugar or 
Orange bowls. 

“[ think it’s more realistic probably to 
talk about,” Slocum said of winning the 
title. “If we can go through this season 
undefeated and start from the top five, 
we're going to have a shot to be in the 
hunt. 

“But I recognize how difficult it is. 
You can have a great team and do 
everything right, as Penn State pointed 
out, and still not be national champs. 
‘Then, it’s in the hands of fate or luck or 
breaks,” 

—KIRK BOHLS 
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a) 


The shifty, quick-throwing Ramon Flanigan is 
SMU's answer to Charlie Ward. 


backer Chris Bordano, who had 111 tack- 
les, the Mustangs forced turnovers at a 
nation’s fourth-best clip (1.18 per game) 
last season. Jason Evans could develop into 
a top tackle in a better front, and corner- 
back Cornell Parker is around the ball 
more than a center. 

Defensive weaknesses: Bordano, Evans 
and Parker missed spring practice because of 
injuries or academics, leaving their return in 
doubt. If Bordano doesn’t come back from his 
back injury, this team doesn't have an impact 
player on defense. The numbers in the sec- 
ondary are razor-thin. 

Special teams: SMU needs to find a deep 
snapper and much more consistency from 
punter Anthony Scotti and kicker Ben 
Crosland, who missed a last-minute field 
goal that could have beaten Texas A&M. 
He missed nine of 15 field-goal attempts. 
Keys to success: The Mustangs need to 
get some of those turnovers in positive ter- 
ritory and develop some reliable wide 
receivers to help out a suspect defense. 
Outlook: SMU lost to four ranked teams 
last season (two by seven points or fewer) 
and must face six '94 bowl clubs. It also 
must go to Texas A&M, which couldn't play 
in a bowl game because of probation. The 
hope borne in a shocking 21-21 tie against 
the seventh-ranked Aggies—and added 
depth from two consecutive redshirted 
freshman _ classes—could fuel __the 
Mustangs’ first winning season since 1986. 
Coach Tom Rossley says: “We need to 
have some early success, By our A&M con- 
test last year, we showed we're much more 
competitive than we've been. We had 
chances with real good teams in UCLA, 
North Carolina and A&M and ended the 
Rice game on their 1-foot line. Several 
games, we were on the edge. We need a few 
impact players to make plays.” 


MUSTANGS DATA 
Coach: Tom Rossy (0-32-34 years). 
1994 record: 1-9-1, SWC: 0-6-1/7h 
Key losses: Michael Atmore, CB/SS; John Biggins, WR; 
Bryan Craig, OT; Vernon Edwards, DE; Tory Ned, G; Mick 
Rossley, WR; Jacques Smith, RB; BJ. Stankovich, LB; Erwin 
Wibum, WR. 
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Starters returning: Offense (5): Keith Chiles, G, 511/320, 
‘Je; Ramon Flanigan, OB, 6-2/175, Jt; Jason Holz T, 6-8'300, 
‘J; Brannon Kidd, C, 6-4/285, Jc; James Whitmore, WR, 
5-9/170, St. Defense (8): Chris Bordano, LB, 6-2/220, Jr; 
Jason Evans, T, 4/260, Soph; Jay Harvey, CB, 5-11/160, 
Sr; Brian Kennedy, T, 6/270, Sr; Cagan Morgan, LB, 
6-1/260, Sr; Comell Parker, CB, 5-11/195, St; Wibert 
Mitchel, E, 63/265, Jr; Troy Wiliams, FS, 5-9/175, Sr 
Kickers (2): Ben Crosland, K, 6/220, Sr; Anthony Scot, P, 
6-3/190, Soph. 
Other key retumees: Bryan Harmon, RB, Soph; Ahmad Hayes, 
DT, Soph; Jackson Moore, LB, Soph.; DeAndrea Robinson, 
WR, Soph. (RS); Wade Smith, LB, Soph; Craig Swann, LB, Jt; 
Kevin Thomal, WR, J. (RS); Donte Womack, RB, Soph, 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Flanigan (182 att, 
$502 yds., 12 TD); Passing: Flanigan (312 att, 168 comp. 
BINT, 6 TD, 1,869 yds.); Receiving: Whitmore (29 rec, 963 
yds.,1 TD); Tackle: Bordano (111), Sacker: Evans (2), 
‘Top newcomers: Mercury Hall, LB, Fr. (RS); Enc Thomas, 
i Fr Sh Wendell Washington, DE, Fr. (RS) 

Dallas. Stadium: Cotton Bow! (68,252) 
[nal lage Bl wes 1984 (te) 


Sept. 2 Arkansas Oct. 21 —at Houston 
Sept 9 —Navy Oct. 28 Rico 

Sept. 16 al Oklahoma Nov, 4 —atTeras Christan 
Sept. 23 at Wisconsin Nov. 11 —Baylor 

Sopt. 90 —Texas Now, 18 —Texas Tech 


Oct 14 —at Texas ASM 


Offensive strengths: Chuck Clements has 
thrown for more than 2,000 career yards 
despite breaking his hand in the fourth 
game last season. He has the maturity now 
to reduce his interception total. Tackle 
Jimmy Herndon is very good. Running 
back Jermaine Williams has enough size to 
break tackles and, as does sidekick Jay 
McGuire, good hands. Running back 
Antowain Smith is a threat. 

Offensive weaknesses: There were only 
six linemen on campus during the spring, 
including two tackles, one of whom was a 
converted defensive lineman. The Cougars 
don’t have a true fullback or a tight end 
with experience—they moved a defensive 
tackle and a center to tight end—and pre- 
cious little depth at running back. This 
team is woefully thin at wide receiver. 
Defensive strengths: Although small, 
Mike Parker is an extremely active middle 
linebacker. Otis Grant is one of the few 
defensive linemen on this team with the 
size and height to play the position. 
Gerome Williams, the best player in a weak 
secondary, is moving to free safety. 
Defensive weaknesses; Little speed or tal- 
ent exist in the secondary, which accounted 
for three interceptions last season. The 
Cougars ranked 100th or worse nationally 
in three defensive categories and show little 
cause for improvement. 

Special teams: A new punter and kicker 
can't hurt. Walk-on Michael Waddell is one 
candidate, as is Ignacio Sauceda, who aver- 
aged 42 yards a punt and kicked seven field 
goals (one a 51, -yarder) i in high school last 
year. The return duties are wide open. 
Keys to success: Tops on the Cougars’ pri- 
ority list is finding some semblance of an 
offensive line that can help a dreary running 
attack that averaged just 94.8 yards per game. 
Outlook: This program is floundering. 
Houston has won only one game in each of 
Kim Helton’s first two seasons and there is 
little reason to expect better results in 1995. 
With only 45 scholarship players on campus, 
in the spring, the Cougars will be relying on 
24 freshmen to fill critical holes in both 
lines, at tight end and on the special teams. 
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Coach Kim Helton says: “We have a chance 
to be better because those nine or 10 kids 
who had never played college football are bet- 
ter. We were a terrible defensive football 
team. I hate to use harsh words to describe 
our team, but we were a poor football team in 
most phases of the game other than two tack- 
Jes and a punter. Depending on the impact of 
eight or 10 kids—if some can run in and 
knock the snot out of some folks—we will be 
better, We signed enough talent.” 

COUGARS DATA 
Coach: Kim Helton (2-19-4, 2 years) 
1994 record: 1-10. SWC: 1-66. 
Key losses: Daniel Adams, FL; John Brown, CB; Trace Craft, 
K; Chris Herold, TE; Demond James, LB; Chris Jones, LB; 
Mike Meus, DT; Billy Miner, OT; Ron Peters, SE; Julian Pitre, 
WR; Jason Stot,P; Alted Young, CB. 
‘Starters retuming: Offense (6): Chuck Clements, 08, 6/184, 
J; Ben Fricke, C, 6-2/275, Soph,; Jimmy Hemdon, T, 6-8/280, 
‘Sr; Bobby Rodriguez, FB, 5-11/232, Sr; Steven Wiliams, G, 
6-1/282, St; Jermaine Witiams, TB, 6-1/202, Jt. Defense (7): 
‘Keon Banks, $S, 511/200, Soph; Carlos Chester, T, 62/245, 
‘St; Marion Foots, E, 6-07250, Sr; Rusty Foster, LB 6-3/235, 
Soph; Otis Grant, T, 66/255, Sr; Dedric Mathis, CB, 5-10/181, 
St; Gerome Wiliams, FS (moved from SS), 6-0/195, Sr 
Kickers: None 
Other key returnees: Ryan Burton, FB, Soph.; Damion 
dotnson, WR, Jt; Jay McGuire, TB, Soph; Mike Parker, LB, 
‘Soph; Leonta Rheams, OE, Soph.; Charles West, WR, Jr 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Willams (196 at, 
670 yds, 5 TD); Passing: Clements (12 att, 91 comp., 
5 INT, 3 TD, 838 yds.); Receiving: West (26 rec, 312 yds., 
07D); Tachier: Parker (23); Sacker: Foots (4. 
‘Top newcomers: Greg Brown, OL. Fr. Jason deGroot, WR, 
Fr. (RS); Jonathan Dennis, TE, Ft; Rodney Grifin TE, Fe; 
Gary Haynes, OL, Jt. (C); James Reddish, LB, J. (IC); 
Roper, DL Fr; Ignacio Sauceda, P/K, Fr; Antowain Smith, 
RB, Jr. (JC); Marcus Spriggs, OL, Jr (JC); Michael Waddel, 
KP, Fr. (RS). 
Site: Houston. Stadiums: Astrodome (60,000); Robertson 
Stadium (22,000), 
Last league ttle won: 1984 (te) 

‘SCHEDULE 

Oct. 21 —So, Methodist 
Oct. 28 —at Texas ABM 
Nov. 11 —Texas 
‘Sept. 23 at Kansas Nov. 25 —Texas Tech 
Oct 7—at Texas Christian Dec. 2—at Rice 
Oct. 14 Baylor 


Kirk Bohls covers Texas and the SWC for 
the Austin (Texas) American-Statesman, 


Offensive tackle Jimmy Herndon is one of the 
few bright spots on Houston's squad. 


Lous HEL 


Scourine THE SOUTHWEST _ 


Ascending: Texas Tech and TCU. It took 
Tech 56 years to reach the Cotton Bowl 
again, but it hardly was worth the wait as 
Southern California trashed the Red 
Raiders, 55-14. With that game out of its 
system, Texas Tech should continue its 
resurgence this year. The Horned Ft Togs, 
meanwhile, went bowling for the first time 
in 10 years and should again, thanks to 
superior offensive personnel. 
Descending: Houston, if that’s possible, 
‘The lowly Cougars beat a one-win SMU 
team and was itself shut out by 3-8-1 
Missouri and blown out by 2-9 Louisiana 
Tech. Houston scored more than 13 
points only once—against SMU. 
Nightmare schedule: Baylor, After a 
breather at Tulsa, the Bears have to cope 
with six bowl teams and a Texas A&M 
team that didn’t lose a game in 1994, Three 
of those toughies—Miami, Texas and 
North Carolina State—are on the road, 
Dream schedule: TCU. The Frogs’ non- 
conference slate includes patsies Towa 
State, Tulane and Vanderbilt and middle- 
ofthe-road Kansas. They play Texas 
A&M at home, so perhaps the loss will be 
less lopsided. 

Best matchup of the year; Texas at 
Texas A&M, December 2. The Aggies 
have owned the Longhorns since 1984, 
but Texas could derail A&M's national 
championship hopes in this nationally 
televised game. 

Worst matchup of the year: Houston at 
Florida, September 2. Lord, have mercy 
on the Cougars’ souls. Better yet, Steve 
Spurrier, have mercy on Florida alum 
Kim Helton. 

Shocker of the year: Texas at SMU, 
September 30. This one is tailor-made for 
a grand upset in the Mustangs’ new 
stomping grounds, the Cotton Bowl. 
Texas will be bored (it hasn't lost to SMU 
since 1985) and coming off a game at 
Notre Dame. 

Bowl bound: Texas A&M and Texas, for 
now, Texas Tech should join them ifa 
son-opening disaster at Penn State does 
not destroy the Red Raiders’ psyche. TCU 
and Baylor have a chance, 

Biggest shoes to fill: Texas A&M line- 
backer Antonio Armstrong's, Junior-col- 
lege transfer Jimmy Irby and reserve 
Keith Mitchell both have a chance to 
become the Aggies’ next spectacular, 
pass-rushing linebacker. 

Most underrated player: Texas corner- 
back Bryant Westbrook. This junior has 
been outstanding from the day he 
stepped on campus. 

Most overrated player: Texas A&M 
quarterback Corey Pullig. He is steady 
but hardly sterling, and certainly no 
Bucky Richardson. 

Best head coach: RC. Slocum, Texas 
A&M. Probation, the loss of seven assistant 
coaches in the same year and the lack of a 
great quarterback and great wide receivers 
have not kept Slocum from achieving 
unparalleled success in College Station. 


HONOR ROLL 


Best coaching staff: Texas A&M. The 
Aggies already had the best group of 
assistants in the league, and the addition 
of former offensive line coach Mike 
Sherman (returning from a one-year sab- 
batical at UCLA) only makes it better. 
Offensive coordinator Steve Ensminger, 
who helped shape Georgia's Eric Zeier 


Texas cornerback Bryant Westbrook has 
‘starred since the day he stepped on campus. 


into an NFL prospect, 


continues to 
upgrade the A&M passing attack. 

Coach on the hot seat: John Mackovic, 
Texas. Until he wins big, his seat will stay 
hot. A 19-14-1 record in three years hasn't 


lowered the temperature any, and 
Mackovic has just two years left on his 
contract, 
Best bets: Some team will be dumb 
enough to kick deep to Texas A&M’s 
Leeland McElroy again. His 13 carries 
per game at running back will double, as 
well, .. . A newcomer will lead Texas in 
rushing. . TCU will win its first six 
games, . . . The league race won't end in 
another five-way tie for first. . . . Texas 
‘Tech's Marcus Coleman will return a fifth 
interception for a touchdown to tie the 
NCAA career record... . TCU running 
back Andre Davis will miss a practice, a 
class or a meal... . The SWC will have 
better quarterbacks than any league in 
the country, and one of them, SMU's 
Ramon Flanigan, will get hurt. 
Odds and ends: Celebrating its 50th 
year of football, Houston will play its first 
home game, against Louisiana Tech, at 
22,000-seat Robertson Stadium, an on- 
campus venue where it hasn't played 
since 1960 and hasn't played regularly 
since 1950. . .. Texas hasn't been to bowl 
games in consecutive seasons since 1984- 
85. . . . Texas Tech linebacker Zach 
Thomas ' sister got a modeling job in New 
York City. . . . A&M's Leeland McElroy 
ran a hand-timed 4.27 40-yard dash in the 
spring and posted a 40-inch vertical leap, 
a 390-pound bench press and a 510-pound 
squat... . Texas A&M might have the 
best scout-team quarterback in America 
in Branndon Stewart, a 6-3, 210-pound 
transfer from Tennessee who completed 
34 of 55 passes for 424 yards and one 
touchdown last season and connected on 
all three of his passes against Virginia 
Tech in the Gator Bowl. . . . Houston 
Coach Kim Helton’s son, Tyson, is a 
freshman quarterback at the school. . . . 
Tony Daniels, a 245-pound defensive end 
at Texas Tech, had a 6-10 high jump in 
high school... Baylor has six 300-pound 
players on its roster, including 398-pound 
offensive guard Patrick Dukes... . SMU 
hired former Texas All-America defensive 
back Jerry Gray to coach its secondary. . 

. Texas started 39 different players in 
1994. ... In Baylor's seven victories, quar- 
terback Jeff Watson threw for eight 
touchdowns with two interceptions. In 
the team’s four regular-season losses, he 
had two touchdowns and eight intercep- 
tions. . . . Baylor's defense and special 
teams scored 53 points last season. 
TCU's 64, 225-pound quarterback 
Chance McCarty switched to defensive 
end and, Coach Pat Sullivan predicts, “will 
be an all-star player.” . . . Baylor's 6-7, 315- 
pound defensive end Daryl Gardener has 
a bench press of 420 pounds and runs the 
40-yard dash in 4.6 seconds. 

—KIRK BOHLS 
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1. FRESNO STATE 
Offensive strengths: Hands, hands, hands. 
Fresno State’s returning wide receivers, 
Charlie Jones and Brian Roberson, combined 
for 104 catches and 1,871 yards last season. 
Junior-college All-America Greg Minnatee 
comes aboard, too. The running game isn't 
bad, either, with Jerome Oliver and Michael 
Pittman forming a potent threat at tailback. 
Offensive weaknesses: A possible quar- 
terback controversy looms. Richie Donati 
threw for 2,254 yards last year, but the 
Bulldogs are intrigued by junior-college 
transfer Jim Arellanes. The two will share 
time early in the season. 
Defensive strengths: Coach Jim Sweeney 
was satisfied with the transition from a 3-44 to 
a 433 set. Junior-college linemen Lumumba 
Neal and Kamon Pierce should make noise. 
Gene Smith is solid at linebacker. 
Defensive weaknesses: The junior-col- 
lege additions must help the run defense. 
In 1994, opponents averaged 4.8 yards per 
rush, The four-man front should augment 
the Bulldogs’ pass rush. Steve Casner 
moves from linebacker to end and has 
enough speed to create problems. The sec- 
ondary is the biggest area of concern. 
Special teams: Fresno State needs a punter, 
but Johan Lyssand (14 of 18 on field-goal 
attempts in '94) handles the kicking nicely, 
Key to success: The junior-college recruit: 
ing class was superb. If the new people are 
half as good as Sweeney is hungry, the 
Bulldogs should rise quickly from their sev- 
enth-place WAC finish of a year ago. 
Outlook: Fresno State's big-play lightning 
should return—provided the quarterback 
situation is worked out. The Bulldogs got 
their comeuppance last year and learned 
from it big-time. Added bonus: They don't 
play Colorado State and have Brigham 
Young and Air Force at home. 
Coach Jim Sweeney says: “Last year’s 
demise caused us to rethink what we were 
doing. We took our limited success for grant- 
ed... . The growth of our returning players 
plus the JC guys made us a lot better.” 


ULLOOES DATA 

Coach: Jim Sweeney (137-58-3, 17 years; 194-137-4 overall, 
30 years), 
1994 record: 5-7-1, WAC: 3-4-1/7%h. 
Key loss arty Cook, CB; David Dunn, WR; Demetrius 
Edwards, NG; Jason James, C; Sal Mojo, FB; Ron 
Papazian, LB; Chris Rockwell, DE; Lance Thomas, FS. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (8) Chis Conrad, T (may play 
G), 6-7/280, Soph.; Richie Donati, QB, 6-3/200, Jr; Dan Han, 
T, 6-4/905, Sr,; Charlie Jones, FL, §-10/170, Sr.; Brian 
Malcolm, G, 6-2/285, Sr.; Jerome Otiver, TB, 5-9/200, Sr.; 
Gary Osmundson, TIC, 6-4/275, Jr; Brian Roberson, SE. 5- 
10/170, Jr, Defense (5): Steve Casner, E (moved from LB), 6- 
‘245, St.; Gene Smith, LB, 6-4/235, Sr; Omar Stoutmire, 
SS, 5-11/195, Jr; Rio Wells, CB, 5-9/170, Jr. Danny Willams, 
E, 6-4/265, Jr. Kickers (1): Johan Lyssand, K, 5-7/150, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Reggie Brown, FB, Sr; Woody Green, 
CB, Soph.; Andre Griggs, LB, Sr; Marlon Jackson, CB, 
Soph; Dion Lafitte, LB, Soph; Chis Love, LB (moved from 
S), Soph; Lataio Rachal, WR, St; Scott Mueter,G. J; 
Michael Pitman, TB, Soph; Shatony Sargeant, DT, Je 

turning statistical leaders: Rushing: Olver (258 att. 
1,106 yds., 8 TD); Passing: Donati (263 att,, 152 comp... 9 
INT, 11 TD, 2,254 yds.); Recelving: Jones (54 rec... 971 yds. 
6 TO); Tackler: Casner (98); Sacker; Stoutmire (5). 
‘Top newcomers: Jim Arellanes, QB, Jr. (JC); Chris Bayne, 
OB (JC); Derrick Hentz, LB, Sr. (JC); Jua Jackson, OB, Fr: 
Greg Minnatee, WR, Jr. (JC); Lumumba Neal, DL, Jr. (JC); 
Lee Pakola, DL, Je. (JC); Kamon Pierce, DL. Jr. (JC); Daimon 
‘Shelton, RB, Jr, (JC); John Shelton, LB, J. (JC). 
Site: Fresno, Calif. Stadium: Bulldog (41,031). 
Last league titie won: 1996 (te), 


WESTERN ATHLETIC 


Conference Rank: 8 
By PHILL CASAUS 


Fresno State foes may frequently see the back 
of wideout Charlie Jones’ jersey. 


SCHEDULE 
Sep. 2—NE Louisiana Oct. 14 —at San Diogo St. 
Sept. 9—atCalfomia Oct. 28 —Air Force 
Sept. 16 Pacific Nov, 4—at Hawai 
Sept. 23 —at Utah Nov. 1f Texas-El Paso 
‘Sept. 30 —at UCLA Nov. 18 —at Wyoming 
Oct 7 —New Mexico Nov. 25 Brigham Young 


2. COLORADO STATE 
Offensive strengths: The Rams can grind 
people down behind a line headed by 
Brandon Evans and James Cregg. Running 
back EJ. Watson is due for a big year. 
Offensive weaknesses: Like almost 
everyone else in the WAC, Colorado State 
needs a quarterback to be a reasonable fac- 
simile of last year’s starter. Look for Moses 
Moreno and junior-college recruit Daren 
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Wilkinson to battle for the starting spot left 
by the departure of the gifted Anthoney 
Hill. Depth is so-so at receiver. 

Defensive strengths: The physical Rams are 
excellent at end, with Sean Moran and Brady 
Smith, and the secondary—led by Greg 
Myers and Ray Jackson—is a spider's web for 
opposing passers. 

Defensive weaknesses: In terms of expe- 
rience, linebacking may be an adventure. 
Also, is there enough depth? 

Special teams: Matt McDougal will handle 
both the placements and the punting. The 
snapper, holder and key returners are back. 
Key to success: Colorado State must dis- 
cover a quarterback—and soon. The 
defense will be tough and stingy, but some 
offensive help is a must. 

Outlook: Colorado State turned a corner 
with last year’s trip to the Holiday Bowl. 
The Rams’ brand of football should keep 
them close to the top, particularly if the 
defense creates some easy points. Look for 
some 17-10 games in Fort Collins. 

Coach Sonny Lubick says: “I sense in our 
players that they have a good feeling about 
themselves. For the first time in CSU histo- 
ry, I think we're beginning to think we're 
football players and a football team with 
pride. Now the concern I have is that we 
better not forget what got us there.” 


Coach: Sonny Lubick (15-8, 2 years; 96-27 overall, 6 years). 
1994 record: 10-2 (lost to Michigan in Holiday Bow), WAC: 


Key losses: Jeremy Burkett, WR; Mark Donnel, G; 
‘Anthoney Hil, OB; Steve Hodge, OT; Kareem ingram, LB; Pat 
Meyer, OT; David Napier, K; Enc Olsen, WR; John Polousky, 


Je; Paul Tumer, WR, 5-10/175, Jr; EJ. Watson, FB, 
5-11/208, Sr, Defense (7): Kirk Bowman, T, 6-4/258, Jc; Ray 
Jackson, CB, 5-10/189, St.; Scott Lynch, SS, 6-1/188, Sr; 
Sean Moran, E, 6-3/254, Sr; Greg Myers, FS, 6-21193, Sr; 
Garrett Sand, LB, 6-2/228, Sr; Brady Smith, E, 6-6/240, Sr. 
oll Matt McDougal, KP, 5-10/169, Jr. 

Other key retumees: Ronald Antoine, WR, Jt; Kar Ballard, 
LB, St; Mark Craft, CB, Sr; DeVaughn Hawkins, DT, Soph; 
‘Moses Moreno, QB, Soph.; Mark Rogowski, OT, Jt; Derrick 
Roth, LB, Sr; Van Ward, FB, Sr 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Watson (160 att., 
665 yds., 9 TD); Passing: Moreno (20 att, 8 comp., 1 INT, 
OTD, 72 yds.); Receiving: Shull (12 rec,, 209 yds., 3 7D); 
Tackler, Sand (95); Sacker: Smith (9), 
‘Top newcomers: Derrick Hardon, LB, Fr. (RS); Santee 
Nixon, OT, Fr. (RS); Altie Parker, WR, Fr. (RS); Lynne Ray 
Smith, DE, Soph. (Prop 48); Eric Vaughn, LB, Fr. (RS); Daren 
Wikinson, Q8, J. (IC) 
‘Site: Fort Collins, Colo. Stadium: Hughes Stadium (30,000). 
Last league title won: 1994, 


Scone 
‘Sept. 2 —Montana State ‘Oct, 21 —-New Mexico 
‘Sept. 9 —at Colorado ‘Oct. 28 —at Wyoming 
Sept, 16 —at Air Force Nov. 4 —Texas-El Paso 
‘Sopt. 30 —Brigham Young Now. 11 Hawaii 

Oct. 7 —at Utah State ‘Nov. 25 —at San Diego St 


Oct. 14 —at Utah 


3. BRIGHAM YOUNG 


Offensive strengths: Opponents often for- 
get about BYU’s tight ends. This year, with 
Chad Lewis and Itula Mili around, that 
would be a mistake. Hema Heimuli is the 
factory-issue BYU back who can run (552 
yards) and catch (40 receptions). 

Offensive weaknesses: QB Steve 
Sarkisian is fresh out of the California 
junior-college ranks and will work behind 
an inexperienced line (the only returnee is 
senior James Johnson). It’s not the usual 


CHERTLA ERTELT 


Hema Heimull is the factory-issue Brigham 
Young running back who can run and catch. 


BYU recipe. 
Defensive strengths: Headed by brothers 
John and Stan Rass at defensive tackle and 
linebacker, BYU is tough up front. The 
Cougars reestablished themselves in '94 as 
a team that would hit. The linebacking 
corps is especially deep. 
Defensive weaknesses: Only Dermell 
Reed returns in the secondary. And while 
BYU has reemphasized speed, will the 
Cougars really be able to track down the 
WAC's premier receivers? 
Special teams: The Cougars must replace 
kicker David Lauder, Alan Boardman and 
his 41.7 punting average are back, 
Key to success: The offensive line must 
let the highly touted Sarkisian find his way 
early, and the defense must make oppo- 
nents’ quarterbacks scramble. 
Outlook: Unlike past years, the Cougars 
must depend on defense and the overall 
strength of their program to fend off the 
league's up-and-comers. Coach LaVell 
Edwards has great confidence in 
Sarkisian’s ability to handle an offense that 
gives quarterbacks a variety of choices, and 
Sarkisian has shown a willingness to let fly. 
Last year, he tossed 41 touchdown passes, 
and threw for 645 yards in one game. The 
time to get BYU is early, before the inexpe- 
rienced people find their way. 
Coach LaVell Edwards says: “We've tried 
to get more speed on defense and I think 
we've improved there.” 

COUGARS DATA 
Coach: LaVell Edwards (207-76, 23 years). 
1994 record: 10-3 (beat Oklahoma in Copper Bow). WAC: 
6.21Tend. 
Key losses: Randy Brock, DE; Cory Cook, FS; Jack Damuni, 
‘8S; Bryce Doman, WR; Jim Edwards, C; Travis Hall, DE; Tim 
Hanshaw, G; Eli Herring, OT; David Lauder, K; Patrick 
Mitchell, CB; Tim Nowatzke, WR; Evan Pilgrim, G; John 
Walsh, Q8 (declared for NFL 
Starters returning: Offense 
Sr, James Johnson, T, 6-67285, Jt; Chad Lewis, TE, 6-6/235, 
4, Defense (6): Shay Muirbrook, LB, 6/235, Jr; John 
Raass, NT, 6-0/300, St; Stan Raass, LB, 6-0/260, Sr; 
Dermell Reed, CB, 5-9/175, St; Dennis Simmons, LB, 6- 
4/218, Jt; Mike Ulutle, T, 6-5/285, Sr. Kickers (1): Alan 
Boardman, P, 6-11/190, dr 
Other key returnees: Scott Abrecht, LB, Sr; Mark Atuala, 
RB, Sr, Jamie Cook, DB, Sr; Jim Freeland, LB, Sr. Lane 
Hale, DB, Je; Mike Johnston, WR, Sr.; Kalpo McGuire, WR, 


ut Mula Mil, TE, dr; don Pollock, §, St 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Heimul (126 at, 
852 yds., 4 TD); Passing: None.; Recelving: Heim (40 rec, 
456 yds., 6 10); Tackler: Muirbrook: (107); Sacker: Murbrook 
and Ulta (6), 
‘Top newcomers: Henry Bloomfield, DL. ut (1); Greg 
Hoagland, OL, ur. (IC); Levi Kealaluhi, WR, Jr (JC); Tim 
McTyer, CB, Jr (JC); Stove Sarkisian, QB, J. (JC). 
Site: Provo, Utah. Stadium: Cougar Stadium (65,000). 
Last league title won: 1939 (Fe). 
SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2 —at A Force Oct. 28 Hawaii 

Sep. 9 UCLA Nov, 4 —Tulsa 

Sept. 16 —San Diego State Nov. 11 —at New Mexico 

Sept. 23 —Wyoming Nov, 18 —Utah 

Sept. 30 —al Colorado Stato Nov, 25 —at Fresno State 

Oc 14 —at Arizona State 


Offensive strengths: No o wishbone flour- 
ishes without a good quarterback. Beau 
Morgan, according to Coach Fisher 
DeBerry, has a “chance to be as good as 
anyone we've had.” Air Force has had some 
great ones, The Falcons also are balanced 
on the ground; they ranked second in the 
nation in rushing last season, yet didn't 
have a player run for more than 700 yards. 
Halfback Jake Campbell is primed for a 
good year, 

Offensive weaknesses: The Falcons have 
to find a center and two tackles to mesh 
with guards Carlton Hendrix and Bret 
Cillessen. 

Defensive strengths: Air Force places 
heavy emphasis at cornerback, where 
Kelvin King and Michael Dalton will rule. 
LeRon Hudgins is solid at strong safety. 
‘The Falcons’ secondary should be solid, 
Defensive weaknesses: Where's the pass 
rush? Linebacker Brian McCray leads the 
returnees with three sacks. Replacing 
departed linebackers Johnny Harrison and 
Steve Russ will be a chore. The experiment 
of the spring was the move of noseguard 
Mark DeRock to outside linebacker. It’s a 


tough transition, but if it pays off, Air Force 
will be greatly helped. 

Special teams: Randy Roberts was 13 of 
22 on field-goal attempts. Punter Steve Carr 
averaged a solid 41.7 yards in '94. 

Key to success: Air Force may be the 
streakiest team in the league. A little con- 
sistency wouldn't hurt. Although the 
Falcons aren't a bad passing team (1,563 
yards last season) for a club that runs the 
wishbone, they still can’t afford too many 
third-and-longs. 

Outlook: The Falcons rose from the dead 
last season, putting together an 8-1 finish 
after beginning the year with three losses. 
If Air Force beats BYU early, the rest of the 
league will have a target in its sights. One 
way to help get into a bowl game would be 
to knock off Notre Dame at Falcon 
Stadium, but that might be asking too much 
for the thin Falcons. 

Coach Fisher DeBerry says: “We'll be a 
competitive team, but we need to be lucky, 
healthy and smart if we're going to contin- 
ue the momentum we had at the end of last 


year.” 

FALCONS DATA 
Coach: Fisher DeBerry (84-50-1, 11 years) 
1994 record: 8-4, WAC: 6-2/T2nd. 
Key losses: Erk Davis, DT; Johnny Harrison, LB; Jeremy 
Johnson, RB; Jake Maloy, FB; Jim Moore, OT; Steve Russ, 
LB; Rocky Thurston, G; Jason Tone, DT; Stove Walker, LB; 
Brian Watkins, CB; Kevin Willams, CB; Matt Young, OT. 
Suter retunng: Ofer (Jka Cano 8, 5775, 


3/251, Jc; Richie 
5-11/187, ut; Alox Pupich, TE, 6-4/282, Jr. Do 
Deck, LB (moved from NG), 6-2/250, Sr; 
8S, 6-1205, Sr; Kelvin King, CBIFS, 6: 
Mera, LB, 60221, J. Klckers (2: Steve Ca, P, 65/26, 
Sr; Randy Roberts K,6-0/201, S, 

‘Other key returnees: Nakia Addison, FB, Jr; Michael Dalton, 
CB, Je; Chris Giz, LB, Jr; Cralg Hancock, WR, Sr; Bobby 
Holloway, DT, Sr; Danta Johnson, RB, Sr; Tobin Ruf, RB, 


Continued 


San Diego State's defense returns eight starters, including standout tackle La'Rol Glover. 
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PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 
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NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
OFFENSE: Josh Walwork. QB, Wyoming 
DEFENSE: Chis Bayne S, Fresno Stato 


COACH OF THE YEAR K 


in Sweeney Frese Sass 


Soph; Chris Schweighargt, J, NG. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Campbel (110 at, 
689 yds,, 10 TD); Passing: Morgan (89 att., 41 comp,, 2 INT, 
5 TD, 873 yds.) Receiving: Marsh: (21 rec, 309 yds. 0 TD}; 
Tackes: King (76); Sacker: McCray (3) 

Top newcomers: Stave Femandez, LB, Soph; Sean Finnan, 
LB, Soph; Brad Hutt, OT, Soph 

Site: Colorado Springs, Colo. Stadium: Falcon Stagum (50,049). 
Last league ttle won: 1985, 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—Brigham Young Oct. 14 —at Navy 
9 Wyoming Oct. 21 —at Utah 
Sept. 16 —Colorado State Oct. 28 —at Fresno Stato 
Sept. 23 —at Northwestem Nov. 11 —Army 
Sept. 30 —at New Mexico Nov. 18 Notre Dame 


Oct. 7 —Texas-£l Paso 


|. SAN 
Offensive strength: 
heads a line that returns four starters. 
That's a comfort to quarterback Billy 
Blanton, who did decent work after getting 
the job at midyear but still needs experi- 
ence. Wide receivers Will Blackwell and 
Ray Peterson and tight end Zach Smith 
should help bail out Blanton. 

Offensive weaknesses: The ground game 
is hurting with the departure of efficient 
running back Wayne Pittman. Also, some- 
one needs to step up with big-play ability at 
crunch time. 

Defensive strengths: Eight starters 
return, including the stellar trio of tackle 
La’Roi Glover, safety Ricky Parker and line- 
backer Craigus Thompson. If experience 
up the middle counts for anything, San 
Diego State should be improved. The 
Aztecs went back to the future for help, hir- 
ing former coach Claude Gilbert (1973-80) 
to coordinate the defense. Last year, Gilbert 
coached at a high school in Albuquerque. 
Defensive weaknesses: While Parker 
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Nov. 25 —at Hawaii 


“ART CELESTINE, New Mexico §-9/192 


PRESEASON ALL-WESTERN ATHLETIC 


FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE 


MARCUS HARRIS, Wyoming 62207 dr 
CHARLIE JONES, Fresno State §-10/170 Sr. 
HENRY LUSK, Utah 617232 Se 
MATT TYNER, New. Mexico 63/285 Soph. 
STEVE SCIFRES, Wyoming 657285 Jr 
BRETCILLESSEN, AirForce 6-1/252 Jr. 
CHRIS FINCH, San Diego State 66/295 St. 
sr 
ca 
TORAINO SINGLETON, UTEP 2 Sr 
HEMAHEIMULI, Brigham Young 62210 Sr. 


DEFENSE 


SEAN MORAN, Colorado State 
UAROI GLOVER, San Diego St. 
JOHN RAASS, Brigham Young 
BRADY SMITH, Colorado State 6-6/240 
‘SHAY MUIRBROOK. Brigham Young 6-1/295 
CRAIGUS THOMPSON. San Diego St_6-1/210, 
GARRETT SAND, Colorado Stale 6-2/228 
RAY JACKSON, Colorado State 5-10/189 


GREG MYERS, Colorado State 62/199. 
RICKY PARKER, San Diogo St 6-1/190. 


SPECIALISTS 


MARSHALL YOUNG, Texas-£1 Paso 5-10/189. 
BRIAN GRAGERT, Wyoming 61/228 
GREG MYERS, Colorado State 62/193. 
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SECOND TEAM 


S. 
GEORGE NOGA, Hawai “622464 Sr. 
MIKE ULUFALE, Brigham Young 65/285 Sc. 
JOHN WINGATE, New Mexico 6-3259 Soph. 
GENE SMITH. Fresno State 6-4/295_ Sc. 
MICHAEL COMER, Texas-€i Paso 59253 Jr 
STAN RAASS, Brigham Young 6-0/260 Sr. 
DERMELL REED, Brigham Young 59/75 St. 
KELVIN KING, Air Force 60172 Se. 
LeRON HUDGINS, Air Force _6-1/205_ Sr. 

Jc 


HAROLD LUSK, Utah 5117188 


SPECIALISTS 
CORY WEDEL. Wyoming S91173 __ Soph. 
‘ALAN BOAROMAN, Brigham Young §-11/180_ Jt. 
CAL BECK, Utah -ONE0 Soph. 


could be a dominant player, the Aztecs’ sec- 
ondary did a poor job of tackling—and cov- 
ering—last season (opponents completed 
58 percent of their passes). As a unit, the 
San Diego State defense yielded 30.8 points 
per game and was hammered for 159 points 
in the final four games of '94, 

Special teams: Up-and-down kicker Peter 
Holt is back, but the Aztecs need a punter. 
San Diego State's strength was in punt 
returns, with Peterson ranking third in the 
nation last year with a 15.8-yard average. 
Key to success: While the Aztecs have 34 
of their top 44 players 

back, they need to find a 

way to win close games— 

particularly on the road. 

Outlook: This could be 

the WAC’s sleeper team, 

depending on how much 

Blanton improves and 

how hard the defense 

plays. But then, that's 

why Coach Ted Tollner: 

wound up in San Diego 

in the first place—the 

Aztecs have been sleep- 

ers for far too long. 

Coach Ted Tollner 

says: “We've been in situ- 

ations where we needed 

to make a play. If we can 

be more committed, play 

more intelligently, then I 

think we'll be all right.” 


ATTECS DATA 
Coach: Ted Toliner (4-7, 1 year, 
30-27-41 overal, 5 years) 

1994 record: 4-7. WAC: 2-6/8th 
Key losses: Scott Blade, LB; 
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Jamal Duff, DE; Burton Ewert, OT; Ed Kaszycki, P; Wayne 
Pitman, RB; Curtis Shearer, WR: Eric Sutton, CB. 


‘Sr,; Ene Peterson, C, 6-2/265, Sr; Ray Peterson, WR, 5-8/165, 
Sr; Matt Roe, G, 6-5/265, Jr; Zach Smith, TE, 6-4/240, St; 
Kyle Turley, T, 6-6°275, Soph, Defense (8): Roger Blake, E, 

‘ = 


6-4/250, St; Dwight Chomomud, LB, 6- 
Glover, T, 6:2/275, St; Julus McChy 
Soph; Jason Moore, CB, 6-0/175, Soph; Ricky Parker, FS, 
6-1/190, Jr; Craigus Thompson, LB, 6-1/210, Jt; Doug Tom, 
T. 6-4/260, St. Kickers (1): Peter Holt, K, 5-10/170, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Avo Avetisyan, DT, St; Az Hakim, WR, 
Soph; Adrian loja, DE, Je; DeAndre Maxwell, WR, St; Aaron 
Pruitt, LB, Sr. (RS/knee). 


Wyoming offensive tackle Steve Scifres has allowed just two sacks 
in the Cowboys' last 500 pass attempts. 


[UNIVERSITY OF wyoMNG 


Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Freddie Edwards 
(18 att, 78 yds, 1 TD); Passing: Blanton (178 att, 112 
‘comp., 6 INT, 15 TO, 1,586 yds); Reeling: Blackwell (51 
tec, 689 yds, 6 TD); Tackle: Thompson (101); Sacker: 
Glover (3). 
Top newcomers: Theron Hil, WR, Jr. (transterWashington); 
Dayna Overton, RB, Soph, (transter’Michigan). 
Site: San Diego. Stadium: Jack Murphy Stacium (61,121), 
Last league ttle won: 1986. 
SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2 —Calfomia ‘Oct. 21 —San Jose State 

‘Sept. 9 —at Oklahoma Oct. 28 —at Texas Paso 

‘Sept. 16 —at Brigham Young Nov. 4 —New Mexico 

Sept. 28 —Nevada Nov. 11 Wyoming 

Oct 7 —at Utah Nov. 18 —at Hawaii 

Oct. 14—Fresno State Nov, 25 —Colorado State 


Offensive strengths: The Cowboys’ quar- 
terback, newcomer Josh Wallwork, won't 
have to run for his life—the line is solid. 
Steve Scifres is a big reason, having started 
35 consecutive games at right tackle. But 
here’s why Wallwork is smiling: Scifres has 
allowed only two sacks in the Cowboys’ last 
500 pass attempts, Wide receiver Marcus 
Harris was the only player in the nation 
with more than 1,300 yards receiving last 
year, and Brent Tillman is a nice second 
option for Wallwork, 

Offensive weaknesses: Junior-college 
transfer Jermaine McDowell must save a 
running game that has no names. 
Defensive strengths: End Joe Cummings 
had four sacks last year, but much will 
depend on linebackers Jason Holanda and 
Jim Talich. Depth is shaky, Wyoming is 
moving players hither and yon in the sec- 
ondary but has hopes of coming up with the 
right mix. 

Defensive weaknesses: Three new defen- 
sive coaches arrived in Laramie this year. It 
was a bright-as-neon sign that the Cowboys. 
need help here. 

Special teams: Returning All-WAC punter 
Brian Gragert is terrific at the coffin-corner: 
kick. Left-footed Cory Wedel was 6 of 6 on 
field-goal attempts as a freshman. 

Key to success: If Wallwork and Mc- 
Dowell assume control of the offense, and i 
the defense gets more physical (a big if), 
Wyoming has a chance to move up. 
Outlook: The Cowboys are 23-23-1 under 
Coach Joe Tiller. Their success depends on 
several variables and new players. Bottom 
line: Everything has to break just right for 
Wyoming to contend. The Cowboys do 
have winnable non-conference games 
(Oklahoma State, Louisville, Tulsa). 
Coach Joe Tiller says: “I'm cautiously 
optimistic. If I had to put it into one sen- 
tence, I think we'll be better.” 


COWBOYS DATA 
Coach: Joe Tiler (23-204, 4 years), 
1994 record: 6-6. WAC: 4-4/TSth 
Key losses: John Burrough, DE; Ryan Christopherson, RB 
John Gustin, QB; Steve Hendrix, CB; Ty Hopkins, OT; Jett 
Pinnick, C; Eddie Pratt, WR; Brent Schiefer, DE; Tyrone 
Wiliams, DT. 
Starters returning: Offense 7): Jason Bartlet, T, 66/295, 
St; Jeremy Gistrap, TE, 62295, St; Shane Glasser, G, 6- 
7/280, Soph; Marcus Harts, WR, 6-2/207, Jt; Jay Korth, G, 
6-4/284, Soph; Steve Sites, T, 65/285, Jt; Brent Tilman, 
WR, 6-0/195, Sr Defense (7): Mark Brook, LB, 65/285, St; 
Joe Cummings, E, 6-3/240, Sr. Jason Holanda, LB, 6-0/213, 
Sr; Chuck Polson, SS, 6:1/197, J; dim Talich, LB, 6-1/223, 
, 6-10/185, Soph, Lee Vaughn, CB, 
ian Gragor, P, 61/228, St; Cory 


Wedel, K, 5:9/179, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Ken Boris, DE, Sr; Pat Larson, DT, Jr; 
Brian Lee, CB/FS, Soph; Brent Leu, DT, Jr; Waymon 


New Mexico knows it can count on cornerback 
Art Celestine to excel in the secondary. 


Leevingston, CB, Jc; Donovan MeCom®, RB, Soph.; Rob 
Rathbun C, Jr; Dallas Rose, TE, Jt, (RSinjuy). 
Returning statistical loadors: Rushing: McComb (13 at, 
80 yds., 0 TD); Passing: Jeremy Dombek (99 at. 43 comp, 
5 INT, 37D, 566 yds); Rocelving: Haris (71 rec, 1,431 yds. 
11 TD); Tackler:Talich (78; Sacker: Curnings (4), 
‘Top newcomers: John Davis, QB, vr. (JC); Kirby Drube, TE, 
Fr. (RS); Jerel Haynes, DE, Fr; Jermaine McDowell, RB, Jr 
(JG); Franklin (Pancho) Sales, LB, Jr (JC); David Sarat, WR, 
dr, (JC); Josh Wallwork, QB, Jt. (RSC) 
Site: Laramia, Wyo, Stadium: War Memorial Stadium (33,500). 
Last league ttle won: 1993 (tio). 
SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—Oklahoma Stato Oct. 21 —at Texas-El Paso 
Sopl. 9 —at Air Forca Oct, 28 —Colorado Stata 


Sopl, 16 —Hawaii Nov. 4 —Utah 

Sopl. 23 —at Brigham Young Nov. 11 —at San Diego St 
Oct, 7 —al Tulsa Nov, 18 —Fresno State 
Oct, 14 —Lovisvile 


Offensive strengths: The Lobos’ line, 
headed by center Brandon Turner, 385- 
pound guard Calvin (The Eclipse) Allen 
and tackle Matt Tyner, is big, tough and 
good. 

Offensive weaknesses: Senior quarter- 
back Scott Peterson has thrown just eight 
passes in his career, and his targets for '95 
remain a mystery. 

Defensive strengths: New Mexico has 
good-but-undersized linebackers in Blake 
Irwin and Roston Thomas and will welcome 
back defensive end Buddy Billingsley from 
aknee injury. Cornerback Art Celestine is a 
good one. 

Defensive weaknesses: There is no depth 
up front, and the Lobos weren't exactly the 
biggest people in the world to start with, 
Special teams: There's little experience in 
the kicking game. Winslow Oliver possess- 
es speed as a returner. 

Key to success: For all the questions 
about Peterson's lack of experience, New 
Mexico's season may depend on the quick 
feet of oft-injured Oliver at running back. 
Behind this line, Oliver should run wild; if 
he doesn't, the heat falls on Peterson. 
Outlook: New Mexico has seven home 
games (four to start the season), which could 
give the Lobos the boost they've lacked. Last 


Continued 


SUING Wes 


Will 1996 expansion he 
a hoost to recruiting? 


‘he wide, wide world of recruiting 

gets bigger this year in the WAC, 
which already is trying to lure players 
to the 16team, fourtime-zone mega- 
league that becomes a reality in 1996. 

Which, in recruiting terms, means 
the future is now. 

Particularly intriguing to some 
coaches is the prospect of making 
inroads in talent-rich Texas, Next year, 
when Rice, Texas Christian and 
Southern Methodist join up, schools 
like Wyoming, San Diego State and 
Brigham Young may not seem so for- 
eign to recruits in y'all country. 

Or will they? 

That's a question stirring consider- 
able debate in the WAC. And opinions 
fly like passes around the league, the 
nation’s one true airborne division. 

‘Texas-El Paso Coach Charlie Bailey, 
whose school often has an identity 
problem even in its own state, wel- 
comes the chance to make the WAC 
more than an afterthought in Houston, 
Dallas and San Antonio. 

“It gives us more of an identity in 
those areas,” Bailey said, “Now, the 
Dallas paper and the Houston paper are 
writing us up because of the schools 
that are coming in.” 

Air Force Coach Fisher DeBerry was 
encouraged, too. “It creates some 
media opportunities that we didn't have 
before,” he said, 

Although California is still the golden 
state for WAC recruiters in more ways 
than one, the league does have some 
history in Texas. BYU got Ty Detmer 
‘out of San Antonio in the late 1980s, 
and he went on to win the Heisman. 
Another factor is scholarship limits. 
Unlike years past, Texas and Texas 
A&M can't get every top-notch play- 
er—let alone the late-bloomers that 
WAC schools rely upon. 

Even San Diego State Coach Ted 
Tollner foresees a day when an Aztecs 
recruiter might explore the wilds of Big 
D in addition to making the obligatory 
stops in Los Angeles. 

‘There is some sentiment, though, 
against revising recruiting strategy. 

Brigham Young's LaVell Edwards is 
more concerned about how the 
league’s schedule will make sense to 
fans with the addition of six new teams 
(the Texas schools, plus UNLV, Tulsa 
and San Jose State). 

Then again, who knows? Maybe 
someday, there will be a huge BYU- 
‘TCU rivalry, sparked by a hot recruit- 
ing battle in the Lone Star State over a 
quarterback from Lampasas or a run- 
ning back from Yoakum, 


—PHILL CASAUS 
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year, the Lobos lost their first five games. 
Injuries could hurt manpower-shy New 
Mexico more than any team in the league. 
Coach Dennis Franchione says: “We're 
operating with the slogan ‘Start Fast, Finish 
Strong.’ Septembers have been difficult for 
us, and I'd like to think we'll be better this 
year so we're not behind the eight ball.” 
LOBOS DATA 


Coach: Dennis Franchione (14-20, 3 years; 4-9-2 overall, 
12 years). 

1994 record: 5-7. WAC: 4-4/TSth. 

Key losses: Damon Burrest, DT; Charles Butler, CB; Stoney 
Case, QB; Trent Coit, FS; Dan Coveriey, LB; Alex Crowder, 
G; Gavin Pearman, WR; David Sloan, TE; Nathan Vl, K; 
Zack Wesley, WR. 

Starters returning: Offense 6}: Calvin Alen, G, 6785, Sr; 
Ryan Mummert, T, 62/288, St; Winsiow Otver, TB, 5-8/173, 
SS Chris Sheton, FB, 5-10/220, Soph; Brandon Turner, C, 
6-9/292, Jr; Matt Tyner, T, 64285, Soph. Defense (7): Art 
Celestine, CB, 5-9/192, Sr; Blake Irwin, LB, 6.0211, Soph; 
Daniel Johnson, LB, §-11/216, Jc; Brett Lucksinger, NT, 
6-17261, Soph; Terrence Sharper, CB, 5-9/176, St; Roston 
Thomas, LB, 6-4/228, Sx; John Wingate, E, 6-3/259, Soph 
Kickers: None 


Other key returnees: Bly Austin, FS, Soph.; Buddy 
Bilingsiey, DE, Jt; Andy Gieason, G, Jc; Chris Grifin, TE, St; 
Scott McGarrahan, SS, Soph ; Steve Pagador, WR, Sr; Scot 
Peterson, QB, Sr; Levi Roquemore, LB, Soph 
Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Over (138 att, 706 
yds., 8 TD); Passing: Peterson (2 att, 2 comp.,O INT, OTD, 
20 yas; Recelving: Pagador (21 rec. 428 yds.. 0 TD); 
acer: win (131); Sacker: Wingate (6). 
‘Top newcomers: Lary Brown, WR, Jr. (IC); Anthony 
Coleman, WR, Fr, (RS); Chili Davis, CB, J. (IC); Brad 
Freeman, CB, J. (IC); Seve Malonson, DL, Jr. (UC); Bert 
Marin, WR, Soph. (JC); Jamia Ofver, WR, J. (NC); Mike 
ee 3). 
Stadium: University Stadium (31,218). 
taathops is won 64 
SCHEDULE 

Sept 2—Northem Arizona Oct. 21 —at Colorado St 

Sept. 16 —Utah Oct. 28 —Texas Tech 

Sept. 23 New Mexico State Nov. 4—at San Diego St. 


Sept. 30 —Air Force Now. 11 —Brigham Young 
Oct. 7—atFresno State Nov. 18 —at Texas-El Paso 


Oct. 14 Hawaii 


Offensive strengths: On a team with only 
seven returning starters overall, the presence 
of tight end/slotback Henry Lusk is a bright- 
ener. Lusk missed last season with a broken 
shoulder blade after winning All-WAC honors 
in 1993, Receivers Kevin Dyson, Rick Tucker 
and Derrick Martson have been solid, if 
sometimes forgotten, contributors. 


Utah welcomes back Henry Lusk, who missed 
last season with a broken shoulder blade. 


Offensive weaknesses: Mike McCoy (28 
touchdown passes) and Charlie Brown (839 
yards rushing) are among the departed. 
Inexperience figures to take its toll. With 
only right tackle Chris Rae returning on the 
line, the winner of the Utes’ quarterback 
scramble might just want to remember that 
word: scramble. 

Defensive strengths: The Utes pride 
themselves on team speed, and they'll like- 
ly attack with gusto again. The Kaufusi 
brothers, Jeff and Henry, anchor the line. 
Defensive weaknesses: Lineman Luther 
Elliss, a first-round NFL draft choice, is 
gone, as are six other starters. 

Special teams: Dan Pulsipher returns 
after making 8 of 16 field-goal attempts last 
season, but the Utes need a new punter. 
Kick coverage is solid. 

Key to success: Utah must rebuild after a 
marvelous 1994 season, but the defensive 
schemes are solid enough to keep the Utes 
competitive. The No. 1 priority is quarter- 
back, where Brandon Jones is the most 
experienced operative (a mere six pass 
attempts last year). 

Outlook: The schedule isn't a lot of fun, with 
opening games against Oregon and 
Stanford. But then, who says anything is 
easy the year after the best season (11 victo- 
ries, including a Freedom Bowl triumph) in 
recent memory? Utah nevertheless has 
attained an impressive talent level under 
Coach Ron McBride and should make the 
trip back to the mountaintop before too long. 
Coach Ron McBride says: “It's a new 
team, very young, and we're going to have 
to develop. But we have to realize last year’s 
over. We've got a lot of work to do.” 


‘Coach: Flon McBride (34-26, 5 years). 
1994 record: 10-2 (beat Anzona in Freedom Bow). WAC: 


Garrette, CB; Rob Hamitton, FB; Jason Jones, P; Rises 
Leary, CB; Roy Ma‘afala, G; Curtis Marsh, WR; Mike McCoy, 
8; Bronzell Miler, DE; Kaniela Neves, G; Mark Rexford, LB; 
Lance Scot, C; Derrick Stapley, LB. 

Starters returning: Ottense (2): Chris Rae, 7, 6:3292, Sr; 
Fick Tucker, TE, 62252, Sr. Defense (4): Henry Kuti, 
6.27275, Sr; Jot Kaulus, , 6-6/244, Sr; Jelf Kirkman, DB, 
6-2/215, Se; Harold Lusk, FS, 511/188, Jr. Kickers (1): Dan 
Pulsipher, K, 6-1/177, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Cal Beck, DEVKR, Soph.; Kevin Dyson, 
WR, Soph.; Toele Fa'amoe, DT, St. (RS/injury); Juan 
Johnson, RB, Soph; Brandon Jones, 08, Jr; Clarence 
Lawson, DB, Soph,; Henry Lusk, TEWRIFB, Sr. (RS/shoul- 
der); Derrick Martson, TE, St. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Johnson (61 att, 
an Co 5 TD); Passing: Jones (6 at, 2 comp, 0 INT, 0D, 
% Dyson (24 re, 939 yds, 2 TD); Tackle: 
Harold tik (69); Sacker: Kautusi (5) 

‘Top newcomers: Omar Bacon, RB, Fr; Tenel Ethridge, RB, 
Soph. (Prop 48); Chad Folk, C, Jt. (IC); Chis Ma‘afaa, FB, 
Ft; Kautal Olvao, LB, Fr; Vino Tauanuu, DT, Jr. (IC), 
Site: Salt Lake City, Stadium: Rice Stadium (22,500). 


Last league ttle won: None, 
SCHEDULE 
‘Sept. 2 —Oregon Oct. 14 —Colorado State 
9 —Stantord Oct. 21 —Air Force 
‘Sopt. 16 —at New Mexico Oct. 28 —Utah State 
Sept. 23 —Fresno State Nov. 4—at 


Sept. 30 —at Texas-El Paso Nov. 18 —at Bigham Young 
Oct. 7 —San Diego State 


5. HAWAII 
Offensive strengths: This team gave up 
the football 40 times last season (20 fum- 


bles, 20 interceptions). If that statistic does 
not improve, do strengths really matter? 
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Thanks to players like linebacker Joe Shaw, 
Hawail again will feature a strong defense. 


Tupu Alualu is a positive, though, after aver- 
aging nearly five yards per rush in 1994. 
Offensive weaknesses: There is no bud- 
ding star at quarterback, where Hawaii 
used four players last year. All are back, 
which may or may not be a comfort. 
Defensive strengths: Six starters return, 
including rugged tackle George Noga and 
his six sacks. Noga gets plenty of help from 
Rod York (seven sacks), making for an 
active, fairly experienced line that usually is 
a threat to opponents’ quarterbacks—espe- 
cially the slow-footed variety. Linebacker 
Jeff Bredy and rover Agenhart Ellis are 
quality players. 
Defensive weaknesses: Hawaii needs a 
good nose guard, but there is no Noga-type 
on hand. Cornerback is another concern. 
‘The defensive staff is almost all new, with 
holdover and assistant head coach George 
Lumpkin taking over as coordinator. 
Special teams: Matt Harding, who returns 
kicks and also blocks them (nine in three 
years), is a major plus. Safety Robby 
Blakeney inherits the punting chores—he 
was a prep standout while handling those 
duties—and kicker Carlton Oswalt returns 
after making 7 of 12 field-goal attempts, 
including a 51-yarder, 
Key to success: Hawaii must rid itself of 
the turnover fetish and find someone to 
step forward at quarterback and run the 
offense with verve. Otherwise, the defense 
is looking at another long, long season. 
Outlook: The Rainbow Warriors’ faithful 
comforts itself with this fact: The last time 
Hawaii finished below .500 (in 1991), it won 
the WAC championship the next year. A 
repeat of that scenario is unlikely. 
Coach Bob Wagner says: “We're gonna 
be better. We're going to be improved. How 
much? That's why you write articles.” 
RAINBOW WARRIORS DATA 
Coach: Bob Wagner (5441-3, 8 years), 
1994 record: 3-8-1, WAC: 0-8/10th. 
Key losses: Carlos Anderson, CB; Nalel Cox, NG; Jude 
Dreisbach, OT; Junior Faavae, LB; Kendall Goo, G; Kelly 
McGill, C; Zac Odom, CB; Ed Ripley, NG; Coby Stewart, LB; 
John Veneri, WAIRB. 
Starters retuming: Offense (4): Tupu Aualu, RB, 6-0/220, 
Sr; Phi Cunningham, WR/RB, 6-1/204, St; Clint Kuboyama, 
WR, 5-11/181, St; Shane Oliveira, C, 6:2/262, Soph, 


Defense (6): Jef Bredy, LB, 6-1/236, St; Agenhart Elis, OB, 
5-11/200, Sr; Demitreus (Doe) Henderson, $S, 5-870, Sr 
George Noga, T, -2/244, Sr. Jason Ross, FS, 64/211, Je; 
Fd York, T, 510/259, Sr. Kickers (1): Carton Oswalt, K, 
5.100184 dr 
Other key returnees: Punahou Aina, LB, Soph.; Robby 
Blakeney, SS, Sr; Glenn Fretas, QB, J; Rodney Glover, OB, 
Sr John Hag, QB, St; Matt Harding, WR, Sr; Danny Katoa, 
LB, Sr; Brannon Kennedy, WR, Sx; Joe Shaw, LB, Sr; Matt 
Tutono, DL, Jr. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Alualu (129 att, 
68 yds,, 9D); Passing: Hao (152 at, 86 comp., 6 INT, 
6 TD, 1,181 yds.); Receiving: Kuboyama (27 rec., 315 yds,, 
2 TD); Tacklor: Ross (65); Sacker: York (7) 
‘Top newcomers: Brendyn Agbayani, WRURB, Fr. (RS); 
Michael Anderson, DL, Fr. (RS); Se ame DL, Soph. 
(Prop 48); Goorge Omelas, WRIA, Fr; Robert Robinson, 
DB, Soph. (Prop 48); Bobby Singh, OL, Soph. (Prop 48); 
Niko Vitale, SS, Jr. (IC). 
Site: Honolulu. Stadium: Aloha Stadium (50,000), 
Last league title won: 1992. 

‘SCHEDULE 


Sept, 2 —Texas Oct. 28 —at Brigham Young 
‘Sept. 16 —at Wyoming Nov. 4—Fresno State 
Sept, 23 —Texas-El Paso Nov. 11 —at Colorado St. 
Sept. 30 —at UNLV Nov, 18 San Diogo St 
Oct. 14 —atNew Mexico Nov, 25 —Air Force 


Oct, 21 —Central Florida Dec. 2—Oilahoma St 


10_ TENAS-EL PASO 


Offensive strengths: Running back 
Toraino Singleton runs through defenders 
like a tornado in a trailer park. Singleton 
broke his wrist in the spring—he's not inde- 
structible, after all—but he should be 
healthy come September. 

Offensive weaknesses: Texas-El Paso’s 
quarterbacks are inexperienced and there's 
not a lot up front, save for senior guard 


Jesse Villareal. Third-and-long might be a 
horror story. Any offensive punch besides 
Singleton would be welcomed, because the 
Miners scored only 19.7 points per game 
last year. Senior Alvin Black, who caught 27 
passes, heads a group of receivers not par- 
ticularly well-known or well-tested. 
Defensive strengths: UTEP is deeper 
than it has been in several years, and 5-foot- 
9 middle linebacker Michael Comer can 
play. The Miners’ secondary has potential 
standouts in safety David Terrell and cor- 
nerback Raymond Lindholm. 

Defensive weaknesses: The pass rush is 
uncertain at best. In this league, that’s a liabil- 
ity that can't be covered up. Much will depend 
upon how well UTEP’s outside linebackers, 
Aaron Plante and Todd Turner, perform. 
Special teams: Marshall Young was a so-so 
10 of 18 on field-goal attempts, yet he made 
AIFWAC. Young also handles the punting. 
Kickoff returner Cedric Johnson is a threat. 
Key to success: If UTEP can keep 
Singleton healthy, it has a shot to win every 
now and then. 

Outlook: Inexperienced people at key posi- 
tions, including quarterback. A bleak tradi- 
tion. Those factors are difficult—if not 
impossible—to overcome, no matter how 
hard a team plays. Too bad, because the 
fans who trek to the Miners’ Sun Bow! sta- 
dium are among the most patient and loyal 
in the country. Then again, they have to be. 
Coach Charlie Bailey says: “I think we've 
gotachance to get better. Last year, we did get 


better. I hope we can carry that over into this 
year. We want to get where we can line up and 
play with the better teams in our conference.” 
MINERS DATA 
Coach: Charle Baiey (7-1, 1 year, 1527-3 overal, 4 years). 
1994 record: 3-7-1. WAC: 1-6-1/9th. 
Key losses: Danny Baker, C; Blayne Booth, G; Lamy Burton, 
LB; Carl Cormier, DT; Lamy Davis, DT; Kevin Goolsby, CB; 
‘Shawn Gray, OB; Bruce Jackson, LB; Omar Lowrance, OT; 
Demetrious Maxie, DE; J.J. Rowiet, FL; Amold Vaital, OT; 
Brian Velimure, SS. 
Starters rotuming: Offense (5): Alvin Black, FL, 6-2/176, 
Sr; Jason Blair, TE, 6-5/260, Jt; Terrance Johnson, FB, 
5-11/215, Jt; Toraino Singleton, TB, 6-3/230, Sr; Jesse 
Villareal, G,6-2/299, St. Defense (4): Michael Comer, LB, 
5-923, Jr; Best hegborow, E, 6-2/247, Jc; Raymond 
Lindholm, CB, 5-8/176, St; David Terel, FS, 6-2/172, Soph. 
Kickers (1): Marshall Young, K/P, $-10/189, Sr 
Other key returnees: Keith Boyd, C, J; Andre 
SE, St; Brandon Cumbie, G, Soph, Jar Curtis, OT, Sr; 
Cedric Johnson, RB/KR, Jt; Aaron Plante, LB, Sr; Todd 
Turer, LB, Soph. Anwar White, OT, Soph. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Singleton (289 at, 
1.277 yds., 1 TD); Passing: None,; Receiving: Black: 27 rec, 
514 yds, 3 TO); Tackler: Comer (142); Sacker: lhegborow (2) 
‘Top newcomers: Ray Bale, SE, Jr (JC); Matt Hick, OB, Fr. 
(RS); Jon Olsen, P/K, Jt (JC); John Raybom, OB, Fr. (AS); 
Jesus Renter, OT, J, (NC) 
Site: El Paso, Texas. Stadium: Sun Bow! (52,000), 
Last league ttle won: None, 
SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2—at New Mexico St. Oct. 14 Tusa 

Sept. 9—at Arizona State Oct. 21 —WHyoming 

Sept. 16 Valdosta Stata Oct. 28 —San Diego St. 

‘Sept. 23 —at Hawaii Nov, 4 —at Colorado St 

Sept. 90 —Utah Nov, 11 —at Fresno State 

Oct. 7 —at Ai Force Nov. 18 —New Mexico 


Phill Casaus is a staff writer for the 
Albuquerque Journal. 
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ScouTING THE WESTERN ATHLETIC 


Ascending: Air Force. If the bowl system 
made any sense, the Falcons would have 
seen postseason action last year. They 
won eight of their last nine games and, 
once again, proved they can light up 
scoreboards at will. 

Descending: Utah. The Utes were laid 
low by graduation, There's talent avail- 
able, thanks to a succession of solid 
recruiting years, but finding a quarter- 
back to replace Mike McCoy is a monu- 
mental task. 

Nightmare schedule: Air Force. The 
Falcons’ run for a title will be decided 
before the leaves turn gold in Colorado 
Springs. Air Force must play itself into— 
or out of—the conference chase in the 
first three weeks of the season with 
games against Brigham Young, Wyoming 
and Colorado State. Granted, they're all 
home games, but the Falcons also travel 
to Utah, Fresno State and New Mexico. 
Oh, yes, Notre Dame also is on the dock- 
et (at Falcon Stadium). 

Dream schedule: For once, New Mexico 
qualifies, The Lobos have spent the past 20 
years on the road for non-conference 
games against the likes of Nebraska, 
Florida, Tennessee and Texas. This season, 
though, the Lobos open with four home 
games, including dates with Northern 
Arizona and New Mexico State. After years 
on the “nightmare” side of the fence, Coach 
Dennis Franchione considers seven home 
games “strategic scheduling.” 

Best matchup of the year: BYU at 
Fresno State, November 25. In the finest 
tradition of the WAC's 51-49 defensive 
struggles, welcome to the Fresno 500. 
Last offense on the field wins. Gentlemen, 
start your offenses. 

Worst matchup of the year: Central 
Florida at Hawaii, October 21. Brought to 
you by the Weather Channel. 

Shocker of the year: Texas-El Paso over 
San Diego State, October 28. The Miners 
always make someone miserable in the 
Sun Bowl. The Aztecs always overlook 


Look for quarterback Beau Morgan to again 
lead a high-flying Air Force attack. 


HONOR ROLL 


RANKING THE RECRUITING 
1. Fresno State (Best recruit: WR Greg Minnateo). 
insta-help, 


Joseph Polk). 
{Air Force doesn't announce its incoming play- 
es) 


someone—no matter where the game is 
played. You do the math. 

Bowl bound: BYU will keep its reserva- 
tion at the bow! table, and Colorado State 
figures to be back. Fresno State will 
rebound and win a berth. Will Air Force 
get stiffed again? Probably, unless the 
Pentagon holds a bowl game in Haiti. 
Biggest shoes to fill: New Mexico quar- 
terback Stoney Case's. They'll never for- 
get Case in Albuquerque, but Scott 
Peterson will try to give a performance 
worth remembering. The same goes for 
junior-college product Steve Sarkisian at 
BYU. Sarkisian takes over for John Walsh, 
who threw 57 touchdown passes in the 
past two seasons. 

Most overrated player: No one in the 
no-name WAC has gotten enough atten- 
tion to be overrated, Last year's marquee 
talent is gone, gone, gone. 

Most underrated player: Colorado 
State linebacker Garrett Sand. Somehow, 
he's always around the ball. “What I'm 
hoping for now (from Sand) is some con- 
sistency,” Rams Coach Sonny Lubick said. 
“He could be a very good player.” 

Best head coach: LaVell Edwards, BYU. 
Others coaches come and go, but only 
Edwards’ program has withstood the test 
of time. 

Best assistant coaches: Let's see. The six 
coaches with the most tenure on Edwards’ 
staff have spent 22, 18, 15, 14, 13 and 10 
years in Provo. Are these guys coaches or 
Supreme Court justices? They must be 
doing something right, that’s for sure. 
Coach on the hot seat: Bob Wagner, 
Hawaii. Wagner has a three-year rollover 
on his contract and has become a fixture 


‘on the Rock, but the Rainbow Warriors 
weren't much fun to watch last year. The 
outlook isn't very promising, either. 
Best bets: UTEP’s Toraino Singleton will 
rush for more than 1,000 yards this year, 
. Colorado State's Lubick, who took 
himself out of the coaching derby at 
Miami, will get more feelers, .. , The same 
goes for New Mexico's Franchione, who 
dabbled in the Oklahoma State coaching 
. .. Utah tight end Henry Lusk and 
back brother, Harold, will 
postseason honors. . . . Look for 
Fresno State Coach Jim Sweeney and new 
Bulldogs basketball Coach Jerry 
Tarkanian to become the most quotable 1- 
2 punch in the WAC, But Sweeney doesn't 
like to be thought of as half of a Sunshine 
Boys combination. “As far as I'm con- 
cerned, there's nothing funny about either 
one of us,” Sweeney said. “We talk about 
the same things. We talk about intensity. I 
do know he’s going to help us a lot.” 
Odds and ends: The last time New 
Mexico went to a bowl game was in 
December 1961—the dear, departed 
Aviation Bowl in Dayton, Ohio. ... BYU 
linebacker Stan Raass contributed to a 
painful Notre Dame season in 1994, 
inflicting a concussion on Fighting Irish 
quarterback Ron Powlus during the 
Cougars’ 21-14 victory. . . . Lyrically 
named UTEP defensive end Phillip 
Hippolyte was raised on the island of St. 
Lucia in the Caribbean and played rugby, 
not football, until arriving in the United 
States. . . . Recruiting isn't much fun, but 
how would you like the “chore” of comb- 
ing the Hawaiian Islands for talent? Utah 
got four high school players from Aloha 
land. . . . This is the first time in four years 
that Air Force hasn't had a new starting 
quarterback to begin the season. . . 
Fresno State’s Sweeney was awarded 
another contract extension, an agreement 
that runs through 2000. He'll be 70 when 
the deal concludes, 


—PHILL CASAUS 


Colorado State defensive end Sean Moran is 
the hardest hitter in the WAC. 


i 
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BOWLING GREEN 
Offensive strengths: Ryan Henry is the 
class of the conference at quarterback and 
is poised to lead the Falcons on a strong 
title run. Keylan Cates and Courtney Davis 
form a potent tandem at tailback, while 
Darius Card and Dwaylon Alexander pro- 
vide versatility at fullback. Tackle Chad 
Bukey and tight end Trevor Stover make 
the offensive line potentially one of the best 
in recent school history. 
Offensive weaknesses: There's only one, 
but it's a glaring one: receivers. Jamaine 
Williams had just one catch last season in a 
backup role, and no other receiver on this 
year’s team caught a pass in 1994, 
Defensive strengths: Bowling Green has 
been tough to score on in the past and this 
year should be no different. The strength is 
at linebacker, where Jason Woullard should 
blossom after spending the past two years 
in the shadow of MAC Defensive Player of 
the Year Vince Palko. 
Defensive weaknesses: The middle of the 
secondary, where a free safety is the great- 
est need, is suspect. 
Special teams: Derek Schorejs, who saw 
some action as a kicker two years ago, gets 
achance at the full-time job this year. Punter 
Andy Tracy is an outstanding baseball play- 
er and could pursue that sport instead. 
Keys to success: Henry must find a 
dependable target or two to keep the pass- 
ing game one of the team’s strong suits. 
The kicking game needs to be beefed up, 
too, and the Falcons are placing more 
emphasis on it. 
Outlook: Bowling Green has been the 
MAC's best team each of the past four years 
but hasn't won the league title since 1992. 
The Falcons have what it takes—great 
offensive line, strong defense and top quar- 
terback—to win it this year. 
Coach Gary Blackney says: “I think we 
can pick up where we left off offensively if 
we can find some wide receivers. 
Defensively, we'll be better than we were 
last year.” 


Coach: Gary Blackney (96-8-2 overall 4 years) 

41994 record: 9-2. MAC: 7-1/2nd. 

Koy losses: Curtis Colins, DT; Wille Gibson, LB; Bob 
Johnson, CB; Brian Leaver, K; Rameit 
Marin, FL; Vico Palo, LB; Jason Peters, OT; Ronnie Redd, 
SE; Steve Rodriguez, FS. 

Starters retuming: Offense (7): Cal Bowers, C, 6-2/270, Sr; 
Chad Bukey,T, 6-4/270, Sr; Darius Card, FB, 5-10/225, Se; 
Courtney Davis, 78, §-7/180, J; Shawn George, G, 6-4275, 
ut; Ryan Henry, OB, 6-0/195, Sr; Trevor Stover, TE, 64/240, 
Sr. Defense (7): Chioke Bradley, SS, 5-11/180, Soph; Dave 
Bruhowahi, NG, 6-4/230, Jr; Chris Burton, LB, 6-0'255, Soph; 
Grog Cepek, , 64/240, Sc; Tory Everhart, CB, §-11/180, Je; 
Kevin ONeil, LB, 6-1/200, Soph; Jason Would, LB, 
6-0/220, Sr Kicker (1): Andy Tracy, P, 62/205, St 
Other key returnees: Dwaylon Alexander, FB, Sr; Todd 
Bush, LB, Soph,; Keylan Cates, TB, Jt; Mark Dunaway, 
‘QBMVIR, Jc; Dwayne Hairston, FS, Soph; Sam Heme, OT, 
Soph; Derek Schorejs,K, St; Damon Smith, DT, Je; Jamaine 
Wiliams, BWR, Jt. 

Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Cates (184 att, 603 
yds., 10 TD}; Passing: Henry (283 at, 174 comp, 11 INT, 25 
TD, 2,368 yds.); Receiving: Card (22 rec. 281 yds., 1 TD); 
Tackler: Woullard (86); Sacker: Cepek (4) 

Top newcomers: Morty Bryce, FS, Fr. (RS); Etie James, TE, 
Fr. (RS); Adam Lige, LB, Fr. (RS); Steve Sheets, C, ue. (rans 
fer/Ohio State); Eric Starks, WR, ur. (ransteriOhio State); 
Wille Watson, DL, Soph. (Prop 48). 

Site: Bowing Green, Ohio, Stadium: Doyt Perry Stadium 
(30,599), 

Last league title won: 1992, 


MID-AMERICAN 


Conference Rank: 9 
By DOUG ZALESKI 


PREDICTIONS 


1. BOWLING SOWLING GREEN 

2. WESTERN MICHIGAN 

3. TOLEDO 

4, EASTERN MICHIGAN 

5. BALL STATE 

6. MIAMI OF OHIO 

7. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
KENT 


9. AKRON 
10. OHIO UNIVERSITY 


Ryan Henry, the MAC's premier quarterback, 
should guide Bowling Green to the league title. 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—Louisana Tech Oct. 14 —at Ball State 
Sept. 9 —at Missourl Oct. 21 —Toledo 


Oct, 28 —at W. Michigan 
Sept. 23 —at Central Mchigan Nov. 4 —Ohio University 
‘Sept. 90 —at Temple Nov. 11 —at Kent 

Oct. 7 —Miami of Ohio 


Offensive strengths: Tailback Jim 
Vackaro is a multiple threat as a rusher, 
pass receiver and kick returner, 
Quarterback Jay McDonagh led the MAC 
in total offense last season. 

Offensive weaknesses: McDonagh’s top 
receiving targets are gone, and no return- 
ing receiver caught more than three passes 
in ‘94. The line could be shaky as only one 
player, guard Matt Riordan, returns in a 
starting role. 

Defensive strengths: Tackle Dion Powell 
presents problems for opposing offenses 
and is an inspirational leader to his team- 
mates. Dean Polce is ready to step into the 
limelight at linebacker. The Broncos feast 
on third-down situations. 

Defensive weaknesses: Somebody needs 
to step up as a momentun-breaker and big- 
play maker. Powell showed last year he is 
capable, but replacements are needed for the 
graduated Tony Tiefenbach and Peter Tuffo. 
Special teams: If the Broncos are to win 
the league, big improvement is needed 
here. They were one of the poorest teams 
in the league in punt returns and net punt- 
ing. But Kevin Knope is a top kicker. 

Keys to success: The defense must fulfill 
its promise. The offense is solid, but it 
alone can’t carry this team. 

Outlook: The Broncos have been close the 
past two years, but they haven't been able to 
deliver the knockout punch. They received 
an assist from the schedule-maker this sea- 
son as several easier opponents will serve as 
tuneups before a key clash at home against 
Bowling Green on October 28. 

Coach Al Molde says: “The way our 
(experienced) defense plays early in the 
season will be critical while our offensive 
personnel settles in, Those early-season 
games will be real important in that regard.” 


Coach: Al Molde (53-34-2, 8 years; 151-87-8 overal, 23 years). 
1994 record: 7-4. MAC: 5-9T3rd. 


Starters returning: Otfense (4): Dorok Lot, FB, 6-0/248, St; 
‘day McDonagh, 08, 6-0/193, Sr; Matt Rodan, G, 6-270, 
Sc; Jim Vackaro, TB, 59/186, S. Defense (7): Eric Boersma, 
E, 6-923, Jr; Rk Lucas, LB, 6-1/207, Soph; Darrell 
Mitchel, S, §-11/1B3, Soph; Tristan Moss, CB, 6-0/175, Sr; 
Nate Palmer, T, 511/290, Soph; Dean Pole, LB, 6-1/203, 
4; Dion Powel, 6-4/268, Sr. Kleker (1): Kevin Knope, K, 
641/165, St 

Other key returnees: Bob Mendoza, OT, Sx; Jon Pryor, LB, 
Soph ; Marvin Reynolds, S, Sr; Ene Sain, FB, Sr; Mat 
Shora, OT, St 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Vackaro (187 at, 
910 yds., 8 TD); Passing: McDonagh (293 at, 172 comp, 
12 INT, 16 TD, 2,195 yds.); Receiving: Vackaro (41 rec., 
415 yds., 2 TD); Tackler: Mitchell (65); Sacker: Powell (6). 
Top newcomers: Jason Cavanaugh, OT, Fr. (RS); Dan 
Falcon, DT, Fr (RS); JK. Haehinle, OT, Fr (RS); Tony Knox, 
WR, de UC). 

Site: Kalamazoo, Mich. Stadium: Waldo Stadum (30,000) 
Last league ttle won: 1988. 


‘SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—Weber State Oct. 14 —at Ohio University 
Sept. 9 —al Indiana Oct. 21 —at Aubum 
Sept. 14 —Toledo Oct, 28 Bowing Green 
‘Sept. 23 —at Bal Stato Nov. 11 —atE. Michigan 
Sept. 30 —at Kent Nov, 18 Central Michigan 
Oct. 7 —Akron 


Continued 
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PRESEASON ALL-Mip-AMERICAN TEAM 


BLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE 


WR__ STEVE CLAY, Eastem Michigan _ 5-5/155, 


SECOND TEAM 


WA SCOTT BRUNSWICK, Toledo 6-2/1 


JOHNNIE WILLIAMS: 
LB, Miami 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 
OFFENSE: Jerome Adams, RB, Eastom Michigan 
DEFENSE: Derek Bumette, LB, Eastem Michigan 


COACH OF THE YEAR 
Gary Blackney, Bowing Groen 


SPECIALISTS 
tere 


Offensive strengths: Ryan Huzjak hasn't 
received the same recognition as other 
quarterbacks in this conference, but he is a 
solid performer who makes big plays. 
Tailback Wasean Tait has more speed and 
quickness than a typical MAC running 
back. H-back Scott Brunswick might have 
the best hands in the league. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Rockets have 
to find a way to replace the graduation loss 
of two outstanding starting guards. Quality 
wide receivers are lacking, too. 

Defensive strengths: Cornerback Jamal 
Belt is solid against the run and also was 
among the league leaders in interceptions 
last year. Outside linebacker Aristotle 
Wilson is a converted tailback with 4.4 
speed who gets to the ball quickly. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Rockets, 
who ranked 15th in the nation in total 
defense as recently as 1992, slipped all the 
way to eighth in the MAC last season. They 
ranked next-to-last in both points allowed 
and passing yards against. The defense 
must make more big plays (i.e. get 
turnovers). 

Special teams: The key areas—kickoff and 
punt returns, net punting—all ranked in the 
second division of the league last year. 
Kicker Ryan Klaer was adequate as a fresh- 
man but needs to improve his leg strength. 
Keys to success: Toledo must find a way 
to stop opposing offenses. The Rockets are 
scrapping their stunt 43 defense for a new 
scheme that seal be announced until the 
season 

Outlook: Toledo broke 14 school records 
last season and has many key offensive 
players back. A telling statistic was scoring 


average: The Rockets’ scoring has in- 
creased from 17.0 in 1991 to 32,0 last sea- 
son. They must keep up that pace to have a 
chance at winning the league. 
Coach Gary Pinkel says: “I certainly 
believe in what we are doing, but for what- 
ever reason it has taken longer to produce 
the results I expect.” 

ROCKETS DATA 
Coach: Gary Pinkel (23-19-2, 4 years). 
1994 record: 6-4-1. MAC: 4-3-1/6th. 
Key losses: Tom Boyd, SE: Chadd Dehn, G: Craig 
Donaldson, DT; Casey McBeth, TB; Bo Reichart, DE; Charlie 
Webb, G; Dan Whetsel, OT. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Scott Brunswick, HB, 6- 
2/193, St; Enk Engel, FB, §-10/197, St; Ryan Huzjak, OB, 6- 
2/193, Jr; Kevin Montgomery, T, 64/275, St; Steve Rosi, TE, 


Toledo's Wasean Tait has more speed and 
quickness than a typical MAC tailback. 
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6.9/238, St; James Spriggs, RB, 5-10/170, J; Peto Stone, 
C, 6-1/260, St, Defense (9): Emie Baskin, E, 64/253, St; 
Jamal Bet, CB, 58/185, St; Craig Dues, LB, 6-0188, Jr; 
Steve Haynes, E, 63235, Sr; Mark Herron, FS, 60/178, Jr; 
Brent Parkhill, LB, 6-9'235, St; Syiveste Patton, FS, 59/175, 
Soph; Matt Resen, , 61/264, Jr; Arstobe Witson, LB, -07205, 
St. Kickers (2: Ty Grude, P, 6-1/19, dr; Ryan Kiger, K, 
6-1/190, Soph. 

Other key returnees: Jerry Christensen, G, St; Romain 
Davis, WR, Soph; Tery Foster, WR, Soph. (RS/academics); 
Jamie Jotnson, LB, Jc; John Polkinghom, DT, Sr; Jason 
Fichards, DT, Soph; Mare Staford, CB, Jc; Wasean Tat TB, J 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Tat (158 at, 917 
yds, 12 TD); Passing: Huzjak (289 at, 170 comp.,8 INT, 17 
TD, 1,928 yds ); Receiving: Brunswick (44 rec, 572 yds. 
TD); Tackle Parkhil (89); Sacker: Baskin (6) 

Top newcomers: Gregg King, LB, Fr. (RS); Brock Kreitzburg, 
WR. Fr. (RS); Andy Osbome, LB, Jr. (9G); Chuck Wilson, G, 
Fr. (RS). 

Site: Toledo, Ohio. Stadium: Glass Bow (26,248), 


Last league ttle won: 1990. 
SCHEDULE 

Sept. 9 —East Tennessee St. Oct. 21 —at Bowl. Green 
Sept. 14 —at W. Michigan Oct. 28 ~E. Mchigan 
Sept. 23 —at Nevada Nov, 4 —al C, Michigan 
Sept. 30 —at Cincinnati Nov. 11 Akron 

Oct 7 —Ball Stata Now. 18 —Ohio Univesity 
Oct. 14 —at Miami of Ohio 


EASTERN HIGAN 
Offensive strengths: Wide receiver Steve 
Clay is as explosive as he is diminutive 
(S-foot-5). Tight end Ryan Wheatley isn’t 
flashy, but he does a solid job in helping 
open holes for the running game. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Eagles are 
looking for more consistency from quarter- 
back Michael Armour, whose 10 touch- 
down passes last year were offset by 13 
interceptions. Charlie Batch could emerge 
as the starter. Top 1994 rusher Stephen 
Whitfield (1,232 yards) is gone, and none of 
the returnees rushed for more than 184 
yards last year. 


Defensive strengths: Middle linebacker 
Reese McCaskill hasn't missed a start in 
three seasons and is fifth in school history 
with 331 tackles. Tackle Kevin Kwiatkowski 
anchors the line. Cornerback Maurice 
Reed, who started every game and had 
three interceptions in 1993, will return after 
missing last year because of a knee injury. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Eagles were 
too soft at key times and much too easy to 
score against in '94. They gave up 34 touch- 
downs and 15 field goals in 11 games. 
Special teams: The elusive Clay led the 
nation in punt returns last year with an 
average of 19,9 yards (on 14 returns). It is 
hoped that finding another kicker will 
improve Jay Gardziola’s punting. 
Keys to success: The players must learn 
new Coach Rick Rasnick’s offensive and 
defensive systems in a hurry. The new 
coaches weren't too pleased with the shape 
the players were in when they took over in 
January. 
Outlook: Former coach Ron Cooper did 
not leave the cupboard bare when he 
departed for Louisville; Eastern Michigan 
is a program on the upswing. The Eagles 
outscored their opponents 147-88 in win- 
ning their last four games, and they're 
hopeful that stretch of success will serve as 
a strong foundation for 1995. 
Coach Rick Rasnick says: “We have 
great expectations of winning- champi- 
onships. That's something we worked hard 
on at Utah (in his previous job as offensive 
coordinator) and we made it. We want to 
create the belief that we are the best and go 
about proving it.” 

EAGLES DATA 
‘Coach: Rick Rasnick (ist year) 
1994 record: 5-6. MAC: 5-470. 
Key losses: Vashone Adams, SS; Wardell Davis, LB; Matt 
Giletie, G; Dennis Parker, DT; Ron Rice, FS; Stephen 
‘Whitfield, TB; Shawn Wiliams, DE. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Michael Armour, QB, 6 
1/199, Sr; Steve Clay, FUKR, 5-5/155, St; Bristol Greene, 

oe Fe 


‘Soph,; Mike Lightner (3 

Ontario Pryor, WR, Jr; Maurice Reed, CB, Sr. (RS/ne0); 
David Robinson, CB, Soph 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Edwards (60 at, 
184 yds., 1 TD); Passing: Armour (230 alt., 135 comp., 13 
INT, 10D, 1,629 yds); Recolving: Clay (46 rec, 589 yds, 
6 TD); Tacklor: McCaskill (105); Sacker: Kwiatkowski (4). 
‘Top newcomers: Jerome Adams, RB, Fr; Derek Bumette, 
LB, Jr, (transter/Clemson); Marcus Cox, DB, Jr. (JC); Gurald 
Lewis, DL, Jr (tanster/Pacic); Jeremy Lingenter, LB, Fr; 
David Reese, DL, Jr, (transter/Michigan State); Justin 
Ventura, K, Jt. (JC). 

Site: Ypsiant, Mich, Stadium: Rynearson Stadium (30,200). 


7 —Central Michigan Nov. 18 —at Kent 
14 —at Syracuse 


Offensive strengths: Tailback Michael 
Blair is a 1,000-yard rusher-in-waiting and a 
sure-handed pass catcher out of the back- 
field. Quarterback Brent Baldwin didn’t 
make a lot of mistakes for someone seeing 


Ball State tailback Michael Blair is a 1,000-yard 
rusher-in-waiting and a sure-handed receiver. 


his first regular action last year. His pro- 
duction included a pass efficiency rating of 
133.8 (second in the league), 16 touchdown 
passes and just seven interceptions. 
Offensive weaknesses: Part of the 
Cardinals’ success on the ground last year 
was the outstanding blocking of Blair at full- 
back. With his move to tailback, a quality 
fullback has to be found. No receiver on the 
roster has caught a pass in a game, and two 
players bidding for starting jobs are former 
defensive backs. 

Defensive strengths: Strong safety Cory 
Gilliard is a superb run-stopper who has a 
linebacker’s mentality. The return of sus- 
pended tackle Jermaine Daniels and the 
move of Keith McKenzie from linebacker to 
end should provide some much-needed 
meat on the line. 

Defensive weaknesses: There are lots of 
holes to shore up here. Ball State was the 
easiest team in the league to convert third 
downs against last season, and it ranked 
last in the MAC in passing defense and 
ninth in total defense. 

Special teams: The Cardinals are the best 
team in the MAC when it comes to return- 
ing and covering kicks. Punter Brad 
Maynard's 45.5-yard average ranked third 
in Division LA and Ball State’s net punting 
average of 42.2 was tops in the country. The 
Cardinals also led the nation in punt 
returns (19.9). 

Keys to success: Huge strides must be 
made on defense. The Cardinals simply can- 
not allow the yards and points they did in '94 
and expect to finish in the first division. 
Outlook: The Cardinals have a refreshing 
new attitude, which many times is custom- 
ary with a change in coaches. New Coach 
Bill Lynch, Indiana's quarterbacks coach 
the past two seasons, has them believing 
they can be a factor in the race, and they 
might be a surprise team if the defense can 
carry its own weight. 

Coach Bill Lynch says: “People want to 
watch football that is fun and exciting, and 
the best way to do that is to go out and get 
players who can make those plays and 
make things exciting. That's the type of pro- 
gram I'm going to run.” 


Coach: Bill Lynch (1st year, 36-12-3 overall, 5 years), 
1994 record: 55-1. MAC: 53-1/5th. 


statistical leaders: Rushing: Bla (157 att, 614 
yds, 11 TD); Passing: Baldwin (188 att, 100 comp, 7 INT, 16 
TD, 1,342 yds); Receiving: Blair (10 rec., 138 yds, 2 TD); 
Tackler Gillard (126); Sacker: McKenzie (9). 

‘Top newcomers: Manuel Compas, WR, Fr; Jake Joset, 
8, Ft; Wiber McDonald, DE, ur (4C); Jason Perry, WR, Fr; 
Pat Shannon, WR, Fr; Phil Taylor, WR, Fr. 

Site: Muncie, Ind. Stadium: Ball Stato Stadium (16,319), 
Last league title won: 1993. 


Sept. 2 —at Miami of Oct. 14 Bowing Green 
Sept. 9 —Westemn llinols Oct. 21 —E. Michigan 
Sept. 16 —at Minnesota ‘Oct, 28 —at Ohio University 


Sept. 23 —Westem Michigan Nov. 4—at Kent 
Sept. 30 —at Purdue Nov. 11 —C. Michigan 
Oct. 7 —at Toledo 


6. MIAMI OF OHIO 
Offensive strengths: Tailback Deland 
McCullough returned to his 1992 MAC 
Freshman of the Year form by rushing for 
1,103 yards last season. He also is a capable 
receiver. Quarterback Neil Dougherty is 
injury-prone, but had a respectable 94, The 
receivers, headed by Eric Henderson, were 
productive. 

Offensive weaknesses: The line will be 
suspect unless replacements are found for 
three departed starters, including Al- MAC 
first-team center Jeff Chabot. 

Defensive strengths: Miami has one of the 
most solid groups of linebackers in the con- 
ference. Johnnie Williams led the MAC in 
tackles for loss last year, and he and Dee 
Osborne logged more than 100 tackles each. 
Defensive weaknesses: Miami lost two 
AI-MAC performers on the line and the 
replacements haven't seen a lot of game 
action. Ditto for the secondary, where only 
one starter is back. 

Special teams: MAC first-team punter 
Gary Layton has graduated. Chad Seitz is a 
dependable kicker who has made 35 of 46 
field-goal attempts in three seasons, includ- 
ing a 52-yarder last year. Henderson is a 
good kickoff returner. 

Keys to success: Miami has to avoid getting 
pounded in its game at Michigan on 
September 30, as it has back-to-back games 
against title contenders Bowling Green and 
Toledo in the following two weeks. 
Outlook: The Redskins rolled up 4,115 
yards in total offense but averaged just 23.8 
points per game. They'll have to find the 
end zone more often—like they did when 
they averaged nearly 30 points a game in 
their last six contests—in order to move up 
in the standings. 


Continued 
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Miami tailback Deland McCullough returned to 
his 1992 MAC Freshman of the Year form in '94. 


Coach Randy Walker says: “We're throw- 
ing the ball real well, probably as good as 
we've thrown it since I've been here, but I'm 
a little concerned, I don't know if we're real 
good throwing it or not as good as we need 
to be covering it.” 

REDSKINS DATA 
Coach: Randy Walker (26-254, 5 years), 
1994 record: 5-5-1, MAC: 5-a/T3rd. 
Key losses: Bil Atha, DT; Jeff Chabot, C; Marius Douglas, 
CB; Mike Jackson, LB; Bobby Johnson, OT; Nick Kamberis, 
DT; Gary Layton, P; Jeremy Patterson, WR; Jason Philips, 
DE; Mike Sterling, G; David Thomas, FS; Skip Tramontana, 
RBMWR; David Wison, DB. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Darrell Dodson, T, 6-9/300, 
J; Nel Dougherty, OB, 6-2/220, Sr; Gene Guidry, G, 637272, 
Sr, Eric Henderson, SE, 5-8/175, St; Deland McCullough, TB, 
5-11/190, Sr; Damian Vaughn, TE, 6-4/235, Soph. Defense 
(4); Jason Holmes, E, 6-3/240, St; Dee Osbome, LB, 6-2/200, 
Jt; Emest Perry, SS, §-11/190, Jt; Johnnie Willams, LB, 6- 
0/225, Sr. Kickors (1): Chad Seitz, K, 5-9/160, Sr. 
Other key retumees: Jeremy Adkins, FB, Soph; Tremayne 
Banks, WR, Jr; Brad Carlisle, DE, Sr. (RS/njury); Ty King, 
TB, Jr; C.J, McDavid, OLB, Soph.; Cleon Plummer, CB, Jt; 
‘Sam Ricketts, QB, Soph.; Artie Shaw, FS, Soph.; Marcus 
Stepp, OT, Soph; Jamie Taylor, CB, Soph ; Scott Trostel, WR, Jt. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: McCullough (227 
att 1,103 yds, 8 TD); Passing: Dougherty (201 att, 120 
omp., 6 INT, 10 TD, 1,431 yds.); Receiving: Henderson (43. 
rec., $60 yds., 5 TD); Tackler: Willams (158); Sacker, 
Wiliams (7) 
‘Top newcomers: Jason Cheney, P, Jr. (JC); Paul Nichols, 
OT, Ft. (RS); Ted Stec, OG, Fr. (RS). 
Site: Oxford, Ohio. Stadium: Yager Stadlum (25,189). 
Last league title won: 1986. 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —Ball State ‘Oct. 14 Toledo 
Sept. 9 —at Kent Oct. 28 at C, Michigan 
Sept. 16 —at Nonthwestem Nov. 4—E. Michigan 
Sept. 23 Cincinnati Nov. 11 at Oio Uriversty 
Sept. 80 —at Michigan Nov. 18 Akron 


Oct. 7 —at Bowing Green 


— 


Offensive strengths: Four starting line- 
men, all of whom are at least 6-3 and 290, 
return. 

Offensive weaknesses: Of the three play- 
ers contending for the starting quarterback 
Job, only Chad Darnell saw game action last 
year, and he threw all of five passes. Three 
other untested players are trying to fill the 
void at tailback left by Brian Pruitt (1,890 
yards). Of the 95 passes caught by 
Chippewas receivers last season, returning 
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players accounted for only five. 
Defensive strengths: Three starting line- 
backers return, including Bubba Hester, 
who had six sacks in 94. The safety tandem 
of Quincy Wright and Chad Murphy is one 
of the best in the league. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Chippewas 
must replace their entire line with untested 
upperclassmen or inexperienced young 
players. Both cornerbacks will be playing 
full time for the first time. 
Special teams: This team was mediocre 
on kick returns and lost most of its regulars 
in that area. Central Michigan also is look- 
ing for a new punter. 
Keys to success: The Chippewas aren't tal- 
ented enough on offense to overcome all the 
mistakes they're certain to make. Turnovers 
will absolutely kill them this season. 
Outlook: Central Michigan has been one 
of the steadiest programs in the MAC for 
the past 20 years, but there are too many 
question marks at too many positions for 
this team to finish in the first division. 
Coach Dick Flynn says: “In reality, we prob- 
ably don't have the ability to put points on the 
board like we have the last few years, The 
defense has to perform better to keep us in it.” 
CHIPPEWAS DATA 
Coach: Dick Fiynn (9-3, 1 year) 
1994 record: 9-3 (lost to UNLV in Las Vegas Bow). MAC: 
Bist 
Key losses: Tim Banks, CB; Brandon Bruce, LB: Jerremy 
Dunlap, TE; John King, FB; Andy Korythowski, WR; Chris. 
st, DT; Terance McMlan, WR; Matt Nastaly, G; Chris 
OBrien, OT; Chad Preston, MG; Dustin Preston, OT; Brian 


Reetuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Tobbert (22 at, 108 
yds. 1D); Passing: Damel (5 att, 5 comp, O INT, 1 TD, 60 
ys); Receiving: Eimqust (1 tec., 6 yds, 1 TD); Tackle: 
Wright (112); Sacker: Hester (6). 

Top newcomers: Tony Lorenzati, OB, Fr. (AS); Slas 
Massey, TB, Fz. (RS); Adam Simonson, TE, Fr. (RS); Shawn 
Wiliams, CB, Fr. (RS). 


Sept. 9 —WeberState Oct. 21 —Kent 

Sept. 16 —at East Caroina Oct. 28 —Miami of Ohio 
Sept. 23 —Bowing Green Nov. 4 —Toledo 
Sept. 30 —at Akron Nov, 11 —at Bal State 
Oct. 7 —atE. Michigan Nov, 18 —at W. Michigan 


Oct. 14 —at Youngstown State 


Offensive strengths: The offense is built 
around tailback Astron Whatley, the 1994 
MAC Freshman of the Year. He also was 
Kent's top pass catcher. Center Bob Hallen 
is only a sophomore, but he is a good leader 
on the offensive line. Brian Paroda gives 
the line some stabilit 
Offensive weaknesses: There is no depth 
in the backfield. The second-leading rusher 
behind Whatley was quarterback Mike 
Challenger, who had 193 yards. The leading 
wide receiver, Lance Hansen, caught only 
17 passes. 

Defensive strengths: Ends Mike Barry 
and Steve Szymanowski and tackle Gerald 
Washington have the ability to make plays 
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kent STATE Unversity 


behind the line of scrimmage. 

ive weaknesses: This team wasn't 
very good on defense last year and lost its five 
leading tacklers. There's not much experience, 
Special teams: Kent was one of the least 
productive return teams in the MAC last 
year. A new punter and kicker must be found. 
Keys to success: The Golden Flashes fin- 
ished second in the MAC in turnover mar- 
gin last season but the offense struggled to 
put points on the board. The offense has to 
take advantage when given opportunities. 
Outlook: There is not enough talent at 
most positions for Kent to make much of a 
move in 1995. The defense lost eight 
starters and the offense isn't potent enough 
to carry the team. 
Coach Jim Corrigall says: “The second 
year (after a coaching change) always helps 
teams in a situation like ours. The players 
are getting to know their assistant coaches, 
the intensity is up, the overall team 
strength is improved and we're more confi- 
dent in what we're doing.” 


GOLDEN FLASHES DATA 


1994 record: 2:9. MAC: 2-7/8th, 

Key losses: Vance Benton, CB; Robbie But, 
Clagett, CB; Jon Durkos, LB; Matt Jenne, DT; Travis 
Jennings, DT; Roger Jones, SS; Morrey Nonts, LB; Ken 
Water, P; Rich Yurklewicz, LB. 


iheloy 


Starters Offense (10): Mike Chalenger, 08, 61/192, 
Sr; Steve DeLuca, G, 6/257, Sc; Bob Hallen, C, 6-4/240, 
Soph; Lance Hansen, FL, §-10/174, Jc; Joe Miler, FB, 
6-2/235, Soph ; Bran Paroda, T, 64/276, Sr; Mark Porter, 
TE, 6-3/224, Sr; Astron Whatey, TB, 58/177, Soph.; Donny 
White, G, 64/261, ue; Steve Zahursky,T, 65/245, Soph 
Defense (4): Chris Amil, DB (moved trom WR), 64/210, Jr; 
Mike Barry, E,6-1/240, Sr; Robert Moore, FS, 5-9/164, J; 
‘Steve Szymanowshi,E, 6-2/228, Sr, Kickers: None. 
Other key retumees: Brian Miler, LB, Sr; Chris Morgan, FB, 
‘Soph. (RS); O.. Santiago, TE, Je; Gerald Washington, DT, Si. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Whatley (241 att, 
1,003 yds., 10 TD); Passing: Challenger (162 at. 81 comp., 
5 INT, 2TD, 642 yds): Recehing: Whalley (23 rec., 120 yds, 
OTD); Tackle: Bary (61); Sacker: Bary (5) 

Top newcomers: Roger Forgatsch, P, ur. (JC); Marc O'Brien, 
8, Jc (JC); Joseph Romano, K, Soph. (NC); Kantroy Waker, 
WR, Jt (vanslerThe Citadel) 

Site: Kert, Ohio. Stadium: Dix Stadium (30,520), 

Last league title won: 1972. 


The Golden Flashes’ offense will be built 
around tailback Astron Whatley. 


‘SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —Youngstown Slate Oct. 21 —at C. Michigan 
‘Sept. 9 —Miami of Ohio. Oct. 28 —at Akron 
Sept. 16 —at Ohio University Nov. 4 —Ball Stale 
Sept. 23 —at West Virginia Nov. 11 —Bowing Green 
Sept. 30 —W. Michigan Nov. 18 E: Michigan 
Oct. 7 —at South Carolina 


Offensive strengths: Quarterback Brian 
Magrell showed signs of promise late in his 
freshman season last year. There is great 
speed at wide receiver, 
Offensive weaknesses: The Zips strug 
gled on the ground in '94 and have no 
returnees who gained even 100 yards for 
the season, There is no depth on the line. 
Defensive strengths: Jason Taylor is a ver- 
satile athlete who can play on the line or at 
linebacker. Linebacker Darwin Wilson and 
free safety John Harpring lead by example. 
Defensive weaknesses: The front seven 
is mostly inexperienced, which doesn’t 
bode well for a team that allowed an aver- 
age of 409 yards per game. 
Special teams: Michael Hayes showed 
some ability when he took over the punting 
duties late last season, but he lacked consis- 
tency. Kicker Jozsef Jakab is solid, buta weak 
offense won't put him in position very often. 
Keys to success: The Zips need to build a 
running game to get their offense started. 
They managed just 2.9 yards per rush last 
year. Akron also must take care of the ball. 
Ttled the MAC last year in fumbles lost (12) 
and passes intercepted (26). 
Outlook: Despite a change in coaches, 
Akron is in the same position it was last sea- 
son—fighting Ohio to stay out of last place. 
There's not much on the roster for new 
Coach Lee Owens, an assistant at Ohio State 
the past three years, to get excited about. 
Coach Lee Owens says: “With this kind 
of competition (the Zips play bowl teams 
Kans ate and Virginia Tech and 
Division AA national champ Youngstown 
State), I just hope to see the 1996 season.” 

UPS DATA 
Coach: Leo Owons (1st year), 
1994 record: 1-10, MAC: 1-8/9th. 
Key losses: Eric Agost, C; DeShawn Brown, TB; Moris 
Cosey, DE; Phil Dunn, LB; Pete Habib, SS; Jeff Junko, P; 
Mike Lyon, G; Matt Rose, OT, 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Jetf Blakely, WR, 5-9/192, 
J; Brian Gabrieshesh, T, 6-4/275, Jt; Andy Kittle, G, 
6-4/265, Jr.; Brian Magrell, QB, 6-3/200, Soph.; Jermaine 
Porter, TE, 6-4/240, Sr; Jamie Reader, FB, 6-2/230, Sr.; Matt 
Thiry, WR, 5-10/182, Jc, Defense (8): Bryan Coles, CB, 
6-2/175, Jt; Symeon Floyd, E/LB, 6-1/240, Jt; John Harpring, 
FS, 6-2/210, Jt; Al Holmes, E, 6-5/260, Jt; Jalye Murdock, 
CB, 5-8/160, Soph; Jason Taylor, LB, 6-5/220, Jr; Mack 
Warren, NT, 6-2/268, Jt; Darwin Wilson, LB, 6-2/230, Sr. 
Kickers (1): Jozset Jakab, K, 5-8/200, St. 
Other key returnees: Eddie Allord, WR, Jr; Nate Boyd, LB, 
‘Soph.; Erk Brancho, C, J; Lamont Brown, DE, Jr; Corey 
Christian, LB, Soph, Terrel Dixon, TB, Sop! 
P, Soph; Mike Junko, QB, Jt; Matt Kaulig, OB, 
Riles, CB, Jr.; Joe Rumolo, OF, Jr; Devon Scott, WR, Jr; 
Chad Zgone, TE, Soph, 
Roturning statistical leaders: Rushing: Reader (40 att, 106 
yds. 1 TD); Passing: Magrel (79 at, 44 comp., 6 INT, 27D, 
5548 yds.); Recetving: Scott (19 rec, 243 yds., 1 TD); Tackler: 
Wilson (95); Sacker: Taylor (6). 
‘Top newcomers: Ray Edmonds, OL, J. (vansterIMichigan), 
Lew Lawhom, WA, St. (tansfetTemple); Greg Lomax, TB, Fr 
(AS); Fichard Schiederer, OT, Fr. (RS). 
Site: Akron, Ohio. Stadium: Rubber Bow! (35.202) 
Last league title won: 

/HEDULE 


Sept. 2—E. Michigan’ Oct. 21 —Ohio University 
Sepl. 18 —al Bowling Green Oct. 28 —Kent 
Sept. 23 —at Kansas State Nov. 4—Youngstown St 


Sept. 30 —C. Michigan 
Oc. 7 —atW. Michigan 
Oct, 14 —at Virginia Tech 


10. OHIO UNIVERSITY 
Offensive strengths: Tailback Lakarlos 
Townsend can be a capable rusher, and run- 
ning back Hank Ray is shifty in the open field. 
Offensive weaknesses: Where to start? 
The Bobcats have no solid quarterback 
prospect, no receivers of note, and are 
rebuilding on the line, 

Defensive strengths: Linebackers Jabaar 
Thompson and Benny King and strong 
safety Damiso Johnson are good players 
who finished 1-2-3 on the team in tackles 
last season, Noseguard Mario Daniel will 
give you an honest day's work. Kevin 
Martells is ready at cornerback. 
Defensive weaknesses: The line has to 
get tougher if the Bobcats are going to cut 
down on the rushing yardage they allow. 
Opponents averaged 4.5 yards per rush and 
214 yards per game in 1994. 

Special teams: Scott Roberts is a highly 
accurate kicker from inside 40 yards, but he 
doesn't get many opportunities. The punt- 
return team needs improving, too, 

Keys to success: In Ohio's case, it’s more 
like keys to small steps toward improve- 
ment. The Bobcats have decent talent at a 
few positions on defense, but they have to 
get some help from an offense that was 
inept most of last year, 

Outlook: The Bobcats didn’t win a game in 
1994 and the prospects for "95 aren't a 
whole lot better. Their best chance comes 
when they host LAA Illinois State on 
September 9. 

Coach Jim Grobe says: “Our success 
hinges on our ability to increase our 
strength and develop better foot quickness. 
I'm pleased with the overall speed of our 
football team, and I hope that will offset our 
lack of size at some positions.” 


ICATS DATA 


Coach: Jim Grobe (1st year). 
1994 record: 0-1, MAC: 0-9/10th, 

Key losses: Troy Brandt, DE; Andy Canter, OT; Jim Frenzer, 
DT; Marcus Gamblin, CB; Casey Gayle, WR; Jason Goss, WR; 
‘Chris Horgan, TE; Scot Jude, G; Korey King, CB; Tim None, 
FS; Dewight Pickons, FB; Sam Vink, OB; David Wendt, . 
Starters returning: Offense (4): Jason Caudil T,6-4/280, 
Soph; Matt DeWit,G, 65/296, Jr; Hank Ray, RB, 5-11/175, 
‘J; Lakarios Townsend, RB, §-9/195, Sr. Defense (6): Burt 
Brooks, , 6-245, Soph ; Mario Daniel, NG, 6/290, Sr; 
Damiso Johnson, $S, 6-0206, St; Benny King, LB, 6-0°245, 
Sc; Charles Owens, LB, 62/220, Jr; Jabaar Thompson, LB, 
6-0/220, St. Klekors (2); Jon Beier, P, 511/180, Soph; Paul 
Hamiton, P, 6-0/180, St; Scott Roberts, K, 6-220, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Justin Anderson, SS, Soph; Bob Bees, 
(08, Jr; Matt Fitzgerald, LB, Sr; Doug Kester, LB, Jr; Kevin 
Martell, CB, Jr; TJ, Martin, WR, Jt; Chis Floss, LB, Sr. 
Roturning statistical leaders: Rushing: Townsend (199 att, 
676 yds, 1 TD); Passing: Boes (71 att, 20 comp, § INT, 

2 TD, 248 yds,); Receiving: Ray (9 rec., $1 yds., OTD); 
Tacklor: Thompson (153); Sacker: Brooks (2) 

Top newcomers: Sid Hall, RB, Fr. (RS); Woligang 
Kratzenberg, OL, Fr (RS); Miko Solominshy, DL, Fr. 

Site: Athens, Ohio, Stadium: Peden Stadium (20,000). 

Last league ttle won: 1958, 


Nov. 11 —at Toledo 
Nov. 18 —at Mami of Ohio 


‘Oct. 21 —at Akron 
Oct. 28 —Ball State 


‘Aug. 31 —at lowa State 
Sept. 9 —Ilinois State 
Sept. 16 —Kent Nov. 4—at Bowing Green 
Sept. 23 —at E. Michigan Nov. 11 —Miami of Ohio 
‘Sept. 30 —at North Carolina Nov. 18 —at Toledo 

Oct. 14 —W. Michigan 


Doug Zaleski is a sportswriter for the 
Muncie (Ind.) Evening Press. 


BURNIN OUEST ON 


Is league’s Division I-A 
future on solid ground? 


{ the 10 conferences in the nation 

that play Division FA football, the 
league on shakiest LA ground entering 
the 1995 season is the Mid-American 
Conference, which barely retained its 
A status last season. The problem? 
Attendance, or lack thereof, 

For a league to maintain Division LA. 
Status, a majority of member schools are 
required to meet one of two attendance 
criteria: (1) an average minimum count- 
able attendance of 17,000 per game in 
home games only; or (2) an average min- 
imum countable attendance of 20,000 per 
game in all games. Last season, six of the 
10 MAC schools met such requirements. 

In January, in conjunction with the 
NCAA Convention in San Diego, the 
MAC's Council of Presidents held a 
meeting to discuss the matter. The end 
result: Each of the league’s 10 schools 
was told to develop a four-year plan to 
achieve and maintain the NCAA's foot 
ball attendance requirement for 
Division I-A. Among the mandates is 
that each school eventually must have a 
stadium that seats at least 30,000 for 
football, a requirement only five 
schools (Akron, Bowling Green, 
Eastern Michigan, Kent, Western 
Michigan) meet. But no deadline was 
set for compliance. 

“1 feel very comfortable with what has 
been adopted by our membership in 
regards to meeting the attendance 
requirement,” MAC Commissioner Jerry 
Tppoliti said. “When told they have to do 
something, it comes across stronger than 
saying they should try to do it.” 

Six of the league's schools usually 
meet the attendance requirements. 
Four—Ball State, Eastern Michigan, 
Kent and Ohio—have had trouble in the 
past. Those four have had to submit mar- 
keting and promotions plans detailing 
how they are going to beef up their atten- 
dance figures in future seasons. If they 
don't, or can't, fines ($75,000 or more), 
conference probation or outright expul- 
sion from the league are possible. 

“What Ise . . isa commitment by the 
MAC and the presidents of the confer- 
ence schools to do what is necessary to 
be a LA conference,” said Central 
Michigan A.D. Herb Deromedi. i 

Each school must present an annual 
strategic plan to the conference office 
for review. To help member schools 
achieve the goals set by the confer- 
ence, the commissioner and a league 
committee will provide input in areas 
such as scheduling, marketing and 
media exposure. But if the conference 
feels individual schools are not on 
course to achieve attendance require- 
ments, the penalties may come next. 

—DOUG 
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Ascending: Eastern Michigan. The 
Eagles are coming off their first winning 
record in league play in four years (5-4). 
‘They've improved each of the past two 
seasons and have enough talent at several 
positions to make another move upward 
in 1995, 

Descending: Central Michigan. The 
Chippewas’ fall from the league champi- 
onship pedestal they were on last season 
could be along one. This year’s squad has 
a lot of holes that will have to be filled by 
inexperienced players. Watch out below. 
Nightmare schedule: Akron, New 
Coach Lee Owens’ rebuilding job isn't 
helped by a schedule that has the Zips on 
the road for four of their first six games. 
The Zips play at MAC title contenders 
Bowling Green and Western Michigan, at 
Kansas State and at Virginia Tech in a 
span of five weeks. 

Dream schedule: Eastern Michigan. 
The Eagles’ first two league games are 
against last-place contenders Akron and 
Ohio, and they face a weakened Central 
Michigan team in their third MAC game. 
Best matchup of the year: Toledo at 
Bowling Green, October 21. Bowling 
Green has been the MAC's dominant 
team the past four years, but it has beaten 
Toledo by a touchdown or less in three of 
the past four seasons. This rivalry is 
always hot, but this year’s game also 
could have championship implications. 
Worst matchup of the year: Ohio at 
Akron, October 21. These teams made 
history last year when they battled each 
other with identical 0-10 records in the 
last week of the season. Ninth place could 
be on the line again. 

Shocker of the year: Ball State over 
Bowling Green, October 14. This is a dan- 
gerous game for the Falcons, who travel 
to Ball State one week after hosting tradi- 
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Western Michigan quarterback Jay 
McDonagh has good stats but no titles. 
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tion-rich Miami and one week before 
hosting Toledo. 

Bowl bound: Bowling Green. The 
Falcons have the top quarterback in the 
MAC and a solid defense, which should 
earn them the automatic bid to the Las 
Vegas Bowl. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Central Michigan 
tailback Brian Pruitt's. All Pruitt did was 
rush for 1,890 yards and win MAC Player 
of the Year honors while leading the 
Chippewas to the 1994 title. His replace- 
ment likely will be Damon Tolbert, who 
gained 106 yards last season. 

Most underrated player: Eastern 
Michigan linebacker Reese McCaskill. 
This guy has made 331 tackles in the past 
three seasons and hasn't gotten even hon- 
orable mention on the All-MAC team. 
Most overrated player: Western 
Michigan quarterback Jay McDonagh. 
His statistics in two years as a starter are 
impressive, but he hasn't delivered a 
championship when the Broncos have 
had a chance to win one, 

Best head coach: Gary Blackney, Bowling 
Green. Since taking over the program in 
1991, his teams have gone 282-2 in league 
play and 2-0 in bowl games, the MAC’s only 
postseason wins in seven years, 

Best assistant coaches: Bowling Green. 
One man can't do it alone, so it stands to 
reason that Bowling Green's assistants 
have had a lot to do with the Falcons’ 
recent success. 

Coach on the hot seat: Randy Walker, 
Miami of Ohio. The once-mighty 
Redskins haven't won the league title 
since 1986, four years before Walker 
arrived. With a 26-254 record in five sea- 


sons and a new athletic director on board, 
Walker needs to firm up the trembling 
ground he’s standing on. 
Best bets: With Gerry Faust gone, 
Akron’s postgame news conferences 
won't include the line, “Our coaches and 
kids have had an unbelievable attitude all 
season. We had our best practice of the 
season last Wednesday.” ... With a dearth 
of talented receivers in the league this 
year, look for MAC coaches to run the 
ball a bit more often than they would like. 
.-. November will be anticlimactic as far 
as the league race goes. The title should 
be wrapped up by the time Bowling Green 
concludes its season against Ohio on 
November 4 and Kent a week later. 
Odds and ends: Four schools have new 
coaches. Bill Lynch replaced Paul 
Schudel at Ball State, Rick Rasnick took 
over for Ron Cooper at Eastern Michigan, 
Lee Owens stepped in for Faust at Akron 
and Jim Grobe succeeded Tom 
Lichtenberg at Ohio. Schudel is now 
offensive coordinator at Illinois, Cooper 
the coach at Louisville. . . . Bowling 
Green's 36-8-2 record since 1991 (includ- 
ing bowl games) ranks seventh in 
Division LA over that span. The Falcons’ 
-804 winning percentage is slightly better 
than Florida’s (40-10-1, .794) and just 
below Penn State's (41-9, 820). . . . Pity 
quarterbacks Ryan Henry of Bowling 
Green and Brent Baldwin of Ball State, 
who had the two highest pass efficiency 
ratings in the MAC last year. Bowling 
Green's returning wide receiver corps 
includes only player who made a catch in 
1994 (and he made only one catch), Ball 
State's none. . . . Bowling Green, Ball 
State and Central Michigan each have 
won two MAC championships in the past 
six years. 

—DOUG ZALESKI 


Despite the presence of star free safety Quincy 
Wright, Central Michigan is descending. 
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trength: 
again will be the best in the Big West. 
Returning are quarterback Mike Maxwell, 
the league's offensive player of the year last 
season, and wide receiver Alex Van Dyke, a 
second-team All-America. Offense is never a 
question at Nevada, which finished second 
nationally in average yardage to Penn State. 
Offensive weaknesses: Replacing three 
guards who split almost equal time will be 
the main concern. The line didn't give up 
many sacks last season, and it will need to 
get its timing down quickly. And Nevada 
fans will hold their breath whenever Ken 
Minor carries the ball. He could rush for 
1,000 yards, but his fumbling problems are 
areal concern. 
Defensive strengths: While many of his 
teammates watched opponents run toward 
the end zone, outside linebacker Deshone 
Myles dominated. He quickly became the 
Wolf Pack’s best defender as a freshman 
last season. Nevada coaches, who put a 
heavy emphasis on the secondary during 
recruiting, hope newcomers Mike Guider, 
Doyle Holmon and Molech Blythe upgrade 
what has been a weakness. 
Defensive weaknesses: Three of the four 
starting defensive linemen are gone, and 
the starter coming back, tackle David 
Miller, was academically ineligible in the 
spring. His status is uncertain. If the new 
prospects don't come through in the sec- 
ondary, look for opponents to throw at will 
against the Wolf Pack. 
Special teams: Armando Avina was the 
kicking game last season, but he is gone. 
The kickoff- and punt-return teams should 
be solid, but Nevada must do a better job on 
covering returns. 
Keys to success: Minor must hold on to 
the ball, and the new defensive backs must 
shut down opposing passing attacks. 
Outlook: This is the team to beat. Nevada 
has the best talent in the conference, most 
of its key players back, the league’s top 
recruiting class and plays its toughest Big 
West opponent, Southwestern Louisiana, at 
home. The Wolf Pack has suffered season- 
ending, no-excuse losses each of the past 
two seasons—to Arkansas State in 1993 and 
UNLV last year—that cost it trips to the Las 
Vegas Bowl. It is hungry. 
Coach Chris Ault says: “I don't think 
we're the team to beat. Southwestern 
Louisiana is the co-champion. They tied us 
last year, and the year before tied Utah 
State. I think they're the team to beat. 
They're the team that’s been the most con- 
sistent the last couple of years. I think our 
team is good enough to go to the higher 
echelon without question, and I think we 
will have something to do with who wins 
the championship.” 

WOLF PACK DATA 

Coach: Chris Ault (154-50-1, 18 years). 
1994 record: 9-2. Big West: 5-1/Ttst. 
Key losses: Armando Avina, P/K; Mike Breaux, G; Andy Buh, 
LB; Marcellus Chrishon, RB; Jeff Kondra, DT; Clayton Lopez, 
FS; Frank Marvitz, DE; Jude Mayne, TE; Tim Fucks, SS; 
Marty Washington, DE; Mark Welker, G; Dan Zamora, WR. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Jeff Hadwick, C, 6-4/250, 
dt; Mike Maxwell, QB, 6-4/200, 
9/205, St; Ken Minor, RB, 5-1/200, 
7-01310, St; Deron Thorp, T, 6-8295, Dyke, 
WA, 6-1/195, Sr. Defense (6): James Canna T, 62/270, 
‘Soph,; Juan Givens, CB, 5-10'175, St; Damell Hasson, CB, 


BIG WEST 


Conference Rank: 10 
By MARK ANDERSON 


ORDER OF FINISH 


1. NEVADA 

2. SW LOUISIANA 

3. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
4. NEW MEXICO STATE 
5. UTAH STATE 

6. LOUISIANA TECH 
7. UNLV 

8. PACIFIC 

9. SAN JOSE STATE 
10. ARKANSAS STATE 


‘With the return of receiver Alex Van Dyke, 
Nevada again will have an awesome offense. 


6-0/175, Jt; David Miler, T, 63/275, Sc; Deshone Myles, 
LB, 6-97215, Soph; Lamonte Porter, LB, 6-2/225, St. 
Kickers: None. 


Other key returnees: Bob Cooper, OT, Sr; Tawan Hal, LB, 
‘J; Gamett Overby, S, Jt; John Peaua, LB, St; Comel West, 
WRIKR, Sr; Jan Yearwood, LB, Sr. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Minor (160 att, 748 
yds., 14 TD); Passing: Maxwell (447 at, 271 comp, 15 INT, 
29'TD, 3537 yd.); Recehing: Van Dyke (98 rec, 1,246 yds, 
10 TD); Tackle: Myles (198); Sacker: Hall (5) 

‘Top newcomers: Molech Biythe, FS, Je (JC); Mika Guide, 
DB, J. (UC); Soma Helu, G, J. (IC); Doyle Holmon, DB, Je 
(UC); Aur Lloyd, WR, Ft (RS); Deon McDaniel, DB, Fr. 
(RS); Don Morgan, DB, Fr. (RS); Cint Peterson, LB, J. (RS); 
‘Sean Simms, TE, J. (RS); Demond Witkons, WR, J. (IC) 
Site: Reno, Nev. Stadium: Mackay Stadium (31,545). 

Last league title won: 1994 (te) 


Sept. 2—SW Louisiana Oct. 21 —at Lousiana Tech 
‘Sept. 9 —at New Mexico St. Oct. 28 —UNLV 

‘Sept. 23 —Toledo Nov. 4—at Utah State 
‘Sept. 30 —at San Diego State Nov. 11 —at Pacific 
Nov, 18 San Jose State 


ngths: i 
have become known for their defense, but 


their offense is dangerous, too. 
Quarterback Jake Delhomme is only a 
junior, but he already is No. 3 on the 
school's career passing list (3,554 yards). 
He has Donald Richard to throw to and an 
experienced line to protect him. 
Offensive weaknesses: The running 
game is a real concern. Top 1994 rusher 
Steve Mocek is gone, and fullback Kenyon 
Cotton may be academically ineligible. If 
the running game doesn’t come around, 
that puts more pressure on Delhomme. 
Defensive strengths: End Jeff Mitchell 
and cornerback Tim Sensley are two of the 
few players on defense with much experi- 
ence, and both will be counted on heavily. 
Mitchell could be the conference's best 
defender. The Ragin’ Cajuns always play 
tough defense. 
Defensive weaknesses: Inexperience. 
The secondary lost three starters and both 
middle linebackers, and there will be some 
major reshuffling done in the front seven. 
Special teams: Mike Shafer doesn't kick 
much, but he doesn't miss, either. He made 
all 14 field goals he attempted last season 
and was a finalist for the Lou Groza Award. 
Punter Mike Jones averaged 40 yards a kick 
and placed 20 punts inside the 20-yard line. 
Keys to success: Southwestern Louisiana 
must continue to do what it does best: play 
defense. To do that, the Ragin’ Cajuns must 
find quality replacements in the secondary 
and figure out what to do with the front seven. 
Outlook: Even with all the question marks, 
Southwestern Louisiana will be one of the 
league’s premier teams. If it gets past 
Nevada in the opener, it should be in good 
shape. Problem is, Southwestern Louisiana 
has shared the conference title the past two 
seasons but did not advance to the Las 
Vegas Bowl either time. As good as the 
Ragin’ Cajuns have been, they still need to 
take the next step. 
Coach Nelson Stokley says: “Hopefully, 
(not going to the Las Vegas Bow! the last two 
seasons) makes us hungry, It's a frustrating 
fact, but we didn’t take care of business. 
‘There's no one to blame but ourselves.” 
RAGIN’ CAJUNS DATA 
Coach: Nelson Stokley (48-50-1, 9 years) 
1994 record: 6-5. Big West: 5-1/TIst 
Key losses: Patrice Alexander, LB; Joe Balley, DE; Casey 
Brabham, LB; Ronald Gunner, OT; John Harrs, SS; Steve 
Mocek, TB; Femando Thomas, C8; Orlanda Thomas, FS; 
ion Thomas, WR; Brett Yarbro, G. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Greg Baker, TE, 6-9/218, 
‘St; Kenyon Cotton, FB, 6-0/251, Jr; Jake Delhomme, OB, 
6-2/190, Jt; Sam Heinen, G, 6-4/300, St; Keno His, T, 


Deryk McKinley, E, 61/257, Se; Jet Michel E, 6-023, Sr; 
Tim Sensley, CB, 5-8/168, Sr; Citon Syvester,T, -2/288, 
Sc. Kickers (2): Mike Jones, P, 58/178, Jt; Mike Shafer, K, 
S070, Sc 

Other key returnees: Anthony Clement, OT, Soph; Brit 
Jackson, CB, Jc; Marcus Prie, TB, St; Ken Skidmore, LB, 
Soph. (RS/hamstring); Franco Smith, WR, Soph. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Cotton (129 att, 547 
yJs,, 6 TD); Passing: Delhomme (259 at, 119 comp,, 18 INT, 
10D, 1,712 yds.); Receiving: Fichard (41 re., 729 yds, 

5 TD); Tackle: Sensley (62); Sacker Mitchell, Cabble (4). 
‘Top newcomers: Troy Clement, WR, Soph. (Prop 48); Chad 
Hakemack OTF. (9); Chad Hohl T, Je (0); Peter 
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PRESEASON ALL-Big West TEAM 


__ PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


Bageorer-| 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: Maurice Thomas, WR, Arkansas State 
DEFENSE: Mike Guider, DB, Nevada 


COACH OF THE YEAR 


Charlie Sadler, Norther tiinois 


og g6IGIEIn4 


___ FIRST TEAM 


2 


Viele leieieia|eieia! 


eels eegieeiee 


Lawrence, FS, Soph. (Prop 48); James Maxie, DE, Soph. 
(Prop 48}; Vandrea Spels, DT, Soph. (Prop 48); Brandon 
‘StoKey, WR, Fr. (RS); Chucky Woodall, LB, Fr. (RS), 
Site: Layette, La. Stadium: Cajun Feld (31,000). 
Last league title won: 1994 (tie). 
Stl 
Sopt. 2 —at Nevada Oct. 21 —Paciic 
Sept. 9 —Alzbama-Bimingham Oct. 28 —at Tulane 
Sept. 16 —at Memphis Nov. 4 Louisiana Tech 
Sept. 23 —at Norhem llinis Nov. 11 —at Arkansas 
Oct 7 —atArkansas State Nov. 18 —S, Mississipi 
Oct. 14 —New Mexico State 


aE ERN ILLINOIS 
Offensive strengths: After playing well 
offensively down the stretch last season, 


Northern Iilinois quarterback Aaron Gilbert will 
work behind one of the Big West's best lines. 


5 
: 
i 


the Huskies should be able to carry that 
momentum into this season. This no longer 
is a two-quarterback team. With Sean 
Allgood gone, the offense is Aaron Gilbert's 
to run alone. Gilbert threw for 1,437 yards 
last season, the most by a NIU quarterback 
in 19 years. Plus, he will have what Coach 
Charlie Sadler calls the conference's top 
offensive line to work behind. 

Offensive weaknesses: Replacing tail- 
back Brian Grimes and wide receiver 
Vaurice Patterson will not be easy. Grimes 
rushed for 876 yards, and Patterson caught 
34 passes for 578 yards. 

Defensive strengths: Good luck trying to 
run against this line. End CJ. Rose has made 
20 tackles for loss in the past two seasons, 
and noseguard Hollis Thomas helps clog the 
middle. With seven starters back, the 
defense as a whole should be improved. 
Defensive weaknesses: Two starting 
defensive backs have departed, and solid 
replacements need to be found if the 
Huskies don’t want opponents throwing 
over their heads. The loss of inside line- 
backer Gerald Nickelberry doesn’t help. 
Special teams: Patterson's departure 
hurts the return team. Punter Jamie Dobay 
is back, but he must improve on his 37-yard 
average. Brian Clark, a true freshman, will 
be the kicker. 

Keys to success: The defensive line must 
play up to its potential. If that happens and 
the offense continues to play like it did at 
the end of last year, the Huskies should 
contend for the Big West title. 

Outlook: Northern Illinois has the ingredi- 
ents to make a run at the conference cham- 
pionship but appears to be a step behind 
Nevada and Southwestern Louisiana. But 
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SECOND TEAM. 
OFFENSE 


KEVIN ALEXANDER, Utah State 5.101174 

DEAN JACKSON, Louisiana Tech 510/180 
BRIAN ROCHE, San Jose Stato 65/231 
‘GRANT WILLIAMS, Lousiana Tech 6-7/905 
DEREK SHOLDICE, Nosh linols 6-4/297 


S/2iPisielgigic 


COREY WALKER, Arkansas Stato 5-10/185 


DEFENSE 
KEITH WASHINGTON, Lousiana Tech 6-9/240 
CARLO WHITE, Aransas State 6:1/270 
JAMES CANNIDA, Nevada 62270, 
CARLOS EMMONS, Arkansas Stato 6-4/240 
LANGE REED, Louisiana Tech _6-0/206 
SAM MANUEL, New Menico State 6:97240 
60299 
5-068 
SCOTT CARINGELLA Norhem lirois §-10/174 
MAURICE HARRIS, Aransas State 6-0/210 
MARCUS GALBREATH, San Joss Stata 5-9/196 


SPECIALISTS 


1/178 


who could have predicted UNLV would 
wind up in the Las Vegas Bow last season? 
Northern Illinois could be this year’s UNLV. 
Coach Charlie Sadler says: “Winning the 
last two Big West games and going toe-to- 
toe with Vanderbilt and Arkansas gave the 
team confidence. This is the strongest team 
to date.” 


HUSKIES QATA 
Coach: Charlie Sadler (15-29, 4 years), 
1994 record: 47. Big West 39/TBth 
Key losses: Sean Allgood, 08; George Anthony, FB; Eddie 
Davis, CB; Sam Denson, FS; Mike Duchane, DE; Brian 


‘i; Otha Brooks, FL, 6-1/188, Sc; Aaron Gilbert, 08, 64/219, 
St; Mich Jacoby, TE, 65/248, Jr; Derek Sholtice, , 6- 
4/297, St; Mike Sutherland, C, 61/287, Sr, Detenso (7): 
Orlando Bowen, LB, 6-2/219, Soph; Scott Caringela, CB, 5+ 
10/174, Sr; Mandel Hester, LB, 5-11/240, Sr; Greg Parish, 
$8, 6-1/182, Soph; Stove Rhoads, T,6-2/257, Jr; C.J. Rose, 
E, 6-2249, Sr; Holis Thomas, NG, 6-1/298, Sr. Kickers (1) 
Jamie Dobay, P, 5-11/163, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Kent Booth, G, Soph. Justin Knapp, 
FB, Soph; Jamie Macdonald, OT, Soph; Salim Philips, SS, 
Soph; Charles Talley, TB, Jc; Shawn Wehrspann, LB, Sr; 
Brandon Wis, WR, St. 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Talley (122 att, 566 
yds, 9D); Passing: Gibert (155 att, 80 comp,, 7 INT, 8 TD, 
1,212 yds); Recelving: Wilis (15 rec, 198 yds., 1 TD}; 
Tackler: Hester (114); Sacker: Rose (7). 

Top newcomers: Brian Clark, K, Fr; Scott Florence, TB, Jt. 
(UC); Marceo Haywood, TB, Fr. (RS/njury); Deon Mitchell, FL, 
Fr (RS); Dan Stankowsk, DE, Fr, (RS); Michael Stokes, TB, 
Fr; Kenneth Wiliams, QB, Soph, (JC) 

Site: DeKalb, Il. Stadium: Huskio Stadium (31,000). 

Last league title won: None. 


‘SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—atS. Missssippi Oct. 14 —at Utah State 
Sept. 9 —Louisvile Oct. 28 —Cincinnati 


Sept. 16 —at San Jose State Nov. 4 —at Florida 
Sept. 23 —SW Louisiana Nov. 11 —Arkansas State 
Sept. 30 —at Kansas State Nov. 18 —at Louisiana Tech 
Oc. 7 —UNLV 


4. NEW MEXICO STATE 
Offensive strengths: This wouldn't be a 
Big West team without a strong passing 
game, and the Aggies have that with quar- 
terback Cody Ledbetter and wide receiver 
Lucious Davis. If Davis is covered, tight end 
Sean Manuel is more than capable. 
Offensive weaknesses: Who will step for- 
ward at running back? Kirk Compton, a 
walk-on last season, could start. The offen- 
sive line also will be scrutinized, but it's not 
as iffy as the running game. 

Defensive strengths: There are players 
returning in every area. The strongest part 
of the defense should be the secondary, with 
safeties Cedric Walton and James Mclntyre. 
Sam Manuel leads a strong linebacking crew. 
Defensive weaknesses: New Mexico 
State usually is not a strong defensive team; 
it yielded an average of 445 yards per game 
last year, The line failed to put much pres- 
sure on quarterbacks, which placed the 
defensive backs in peril. 
Special teams: Kicker Bubba Culin and 
punter Chad Zecha haven't sparkled, but 
they've been solid. They are heading into 
their fourth season as starters. The return 
teams could be hurting after the loss of 
Parrish Foster, one of the country’s best 
kick returners. 
Keys to success: Ledbetter needs to stay 
healthy, He missed the last four games 
be of injury last season. Both lines 
need to improve. 
Outlook: The defense should be better, but 
how much is anyone's guess. Still, this is a 
team that should improve greatly on its 3-8 
record ofa year ago. But contending for the 
title probably is too much of a reach. 
Coach Jim Hess says: “We don't say any- 
thing about anything. We're going to see 
what happens this time around, Every time 
I've been optimistic, I've had it stuck up my 
butt. So I'm not going to be optimistic, and 
I'm not going to be pessimistic. I'm going to 
be straight neutral.” 

AGGIES DATA 
Coach: Jim Hess (17-38, 29-91-5 overall, 21 years), 
1994 record: 3-8. Big West: 2-4/T7th 
Key losses: Parish Foster, CB; Tony Gray, LB; Tim Hotand, 
OT: David Osbome, WR; Brian Pizula, RB; Gerald Siovacek, C; 
Brian Stewart, LB; Lawrence Truehil, FB; Owayne Waltower, DE. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Keelin Boulware, T, 6-4/285, 
‘Jt; Lucious Davis, FL, 511/170, Sr; Heath Haedge,T, 63275, 
St; Cody Ledbetter, OB, 6-2/205, Sr; Sean Manvel, TE, 63/244, 
Sr; Greg Snyder, G, 64/298, St. Defense (7}: Jerry Atkinson, 
E, 6-1/230, Jr; Bemie Johnson, T, 63276, Sr; Sam Manuel, 
LB, 6-3/240, Sr; Andy Martinez, T, 6-1/280, Jr; James 
Melntyre, SS, 6-0/200, Jr; Donald Veasley, CB, 5-9/175, Sr; 
Codric Walton, FS, §-9/192, St. Kickers (2): Bubba Culin, K, 
6-/200, Sr; Chad Zecha, P, 6-0/216, St. 
Other key returnees; Matt Botone, LB, Jr; Kirk Compton, RB, 
Sr; Duane Gregory, WR, Soph.; Mike Harvey, CB, Jr; Dean 
LaChapelia, DE, Sr. (RStback); Adan Lomas, DE, Sr (RSVaca- 
demics); Mark Mitchel, SS, Soph; Mickey Murray, RB, Sr. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Compton (46 att, 
191 yds, 1 TD); Passing: Ledbetter (247 att, 120 comp., 
6IINT, 11 TD, 1,578 yds.); Receiving: Davis (54 rec., 985 ys, 
11 TD); Tackler; Walton (99); Sacker: Mitchell (1), 
‘Top newcomers: Sean L'Ecluse, LB, Jr. (JC); Denvin Manns, 
RB, Fr; Chad Salisbury, OB, Fr 
a Cruces, NM. Stadium: Aggie Memorial Stadium 


(30,343) 
Last league title won: None. 
‘SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2—Texas-ElPaso Oct. 14 —at SW Louisiana 
Sept, 9 Nevada Oct, 21 —Utah State 
Sept. 16 —at Georgia Nov. 4 —at Pactic. 
Sept. 23 —at New Mexico Nov. 11 —San Jose State 
Sept, 30 —at lowa Nov. 18 —at UNLV 


Oct, 7 —Louisiana Tech 


Lucious Davis helps provide New Mexico State 
with a Big West-must: a strong passing game. 


Offensive strengths: Abu Wilson leads a 
strong running game. He will have a more 
experienced line to run behind, too, The 
line was ravaged by injuries last season, and 
a lot of young players received valuable 
playing time. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Aggies could 
not find a suitable quarterback last year, so 
they recruited three for this year. They 
need one to step forward, perhaps Patrick 
Mullins. He led Georgia Military College to 
a No. 12 ranking among the nation’s junior 
colleges last season. 
Defensive strengths: The line, maybe. 
Most of the returnees on defense play on 
the line, and they have the ability to play dif- 
ferent positions. The loss of tackle Dave 
Balls hurts. 
Defensive weaknesses: Six defensive 
backs have departed, so opposing quarter- 
backs could have fun throwing deep against 
the Aggies. But three promising backups 
do return, 
Special teams: Kevin Alexander is the best 
kick returner in the league. Micah Knorr is 
one of the Big West's better kickers. 
Keys to success: All the youngsters who 
gained unexpected experience last season 
need to come through, and a quality quar- 
terback must be found. 
Outlook: Injuries killed the Aggies in 1994, 
‘They began the season with 105 players 
and ended with 63, Then they lost their 
coach, Charlie Weatherbie, to Navy. John L. 
Smith, the former head man at Idaho, takes 
over, He inherits a young team that should 
finish better than 3-8. 
Coach John L. Smith says: “We are look- 
ing for immediate success, We always are, 
but we have to be realistic and realize to build 
a good program you're not going to do it with 
aquick fix. I'm nota big believer in junior col- 
leges. I believe you have to do it with fresh- 
men and recruit freshmen every year.” 
ABIES ATA 
Coach: John L. Smith (1st year, 53-21 overall, 6 years). 
1994 record: 3-8. Big West: 24/T7th. 
Key losses: Dave Bali, DT; Gary Brown, LB; Paul 
Gustafson, SS; Mike Hamilton, TE; Charles McMillan, CB; 
Travis Schow, FS; Donald Toomer, CB; Jared Tuione, G; 


Johnie Wiliams, DE. 

Starters returning: Offense (9): Kevin Alexander, SE, 

5.101174, Sr; Shawn Griswold, TE, 62/255, Sr; Robert 

Holmes, C, 64/269, Sr; Novich Hunter, T, 6-2/263, Sr; Darrin 

Michel, G, 6-4/278, J; hy Russell, WA, 67/164, 

6-2/202, Jc; Matt Wells, OB, 6-1/184, Je; Abu 

6-1/202, Sr, Defense (4): Sean Coleman, SS, 

David Gil, LB, 6-299, Je; Matt Hauk, T, 6- 

2/296, Sr; Danilo Robinson, E, 6-1/293, Jr, Kickers (2): 

Micah Knorr, K, 641178, Jt; Nathan Morreale, P, 511/189, J 

Other key returnees: Korey Alexander, CB, Sr; Ben 

Crosland, DT, Soph; Brian Davies, G, Soph. (RS/knee); 

Brandon Dyson, OT, Soph; Kenyatta Green, LB, Sr; Jalonn 

Harrison, WR, Jr (RS); Markell McCain, FS, Sr (RS/ankle); 

Spencer Waggoner, CB, Jt 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Wison (158 att, 822 

yds,, 4 TD); Passing: Wels (311 at, 159 comp, 11 INT, 1 

TD, 1,812 yds); Receiving: Tumer (48 rec, $63 yds, 2 TD); 

Tacklor: Gil (89); Sacker: Gl (3), 

Top newcomers: Waiter Filia, DT, Soph; Troy Kema, G, J. 

(UC); Patrick Mulins, QB, J. (NC); Marcus Scot, LB, Fr. (RS) 

Site: Logan, Utah. Stadium: Romney Stadium (90,257). 

Last league ttle won: 1993 (te). 
SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2 —at Arkansas State Oct, 21 —at New Mexico St 

Sept. 9 —Boise State Oct, 28 —at Utah 

Sept. 16 —Southem Mississippi Nov. 4 —Nevada 

Sept. 30 —at San Jose Stato Nov. 11 —at UNLV 

Oct, 7 —Colorado Stato Nov. 18 Pacific 

Oct. 14 —Northem ilinois 


6. LOUISIANA TECH 
Offensive strengths: The arrival of junior- 
college transfer Lee Ragsdale should give a 
tremendous boost to the running game. 
‘The Bulldogs also added LSU transfer Josh 
Bradley, who is expected to start at tight 
end. Quarterback Jason Martin returns 
after a rough '94 season, but he should 
show some improvement. 

Offensive weaknesses: While Martin 
does have talent, he still needs to show it. 
That won't be easy without a deep threat. 
There have been some key losses in the 
middle of the line. 
Defensive strengths: The linebacking 
should be strong, but it’s a mixed bag else- 
where. Look for quality production from 
the ends and cornerbacks. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
must stop giving up big plays, but it could use 
some help in the form of a better pass rush. 
Special teams: Dean Jackson was a decent 
punt returner last season, and kicker Marty 
Kent also was solid, But Jackson isn’t likely 
to break a long one, and Kent's ability to hit 
from long range is unknown, Punter Jason 
Cain has a good leg but was inconsistent. 
Keys to success: The Bulldogs must do 
something about their pass defense, 
whether it’s putting more pressure on the 
quarterback or improving their coverage, 
or both, Ragsdale has to spark the offense. 
Outlook: The foundation appears solid. 
Louisiana Tech had an outstanding recruit- 
ing year to go along with some of the quali- 
ty players already in place. But the payoff 
won't come this season. 
Coach Joe Raymond Peace says: “For 
two years, the offense hasn't been very pro- 
ductive. It may be youth, it may be whatev- 
er. I don't know. ‘The offense needed a 
boost (Gary Crowton was hired as coordi- 
nator). It needed a change.” 

ATA 


Coach: Joe Raymond Peace (35-38-4, 7 years). 

1994 record: 3-8. Big West: 1-5/9th. 

Key losses: Chis Block, G; Brad Bul, ; Jason Cooper, RB; 
Chris Gray, CB; Thedrick Harris, DT; Matt Massey, SS; Fred 
Price, LB; Sieve Roberts, DT; Regge Van Duren, FS. 


Continued 
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‘Starters returning: Otfense (8): Dean Jackson, WR, 501180, 
4c; Chad Mackey, SE, 62/184, Jr; Jason Matin, OB, 6-320, 
Jt; Mike Mote, G, 6-2/270, St; John Rogers, T, 65/272, Sc: 
Eric Sutuovih, TE, 64222, Jc: Cedric Wikams, WR, 5-11170, 
Soph; Grant Wiliams, T,6-7/305, St. Defense (5): Wikam 
Flowers, E, 6-234, Jr; Shannon Jenkins, LB, -11/206, S; 
Lance Reed, LB, 6/206, Sx; Wille Smith, CB, §-10/175, Je: 
Keith Washington, E, 6:3/240, Sr. Kickers (2): Jason Cain, P, 
5-8/180, Sc; Marty Kent, K, $-9/160, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Jason , RB, Soph; Shane 
Carrigan, LB, Sr; Derrick Moore, DT, Sr; Howard Thomton, 
DT, Jt; Preston Washington, TE, Sr 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Armstrong (82 at, 
259 yds. 2 TD}; Passing: Marin (342 att, 160 comp,, 15 INT, 
47D, 1,882 yds); Receiving: Jackson (62 rec, 790 yds. 0 
TD); Tackler: Reed (95); Sacker: K. Washington (7) 
‘Top newcomers: Josh Bradley, TE, Soph, (ranstee/Louisiana 
State); Lee Ragsdale, RB, J, (IC) 
Site: Ruston, La. Stadium: Jos Allet Stadium (30,600). 
Last league title won: None. 

SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—at Bowing Green Oct. 14 —at Pacific 
Sept. 9 —at Houston Oct. 21 Nevada 
Sept. 16 —at South Carolina Nov. 4 —at SW Louisana 
Sopt, 23 —Avkansas Stale Nov. 11 —at Vanderbit 
‘Sept. 30 —Tusa n Steven, La) Nov. 18 Norther lings 
Oct. 7 at New Mexico Stato 


7. UNLV 


Offensive strengths: Despite heavy losses, 
some key players return. Both quarterbacks 
who split time last season are back. So is 
running back DeJohn Branch and some key 
linemen. If Demond Thompkins regains aca- 
demic eligibility, he'll be one of the most dan- 
gerous receivers in the Big West. 
Offensive weaknesses: UNLV's offense 
wasn't great last season, but somehow it 
kept scoring just enough points, Wide 
receivers Henry Bailey and Randy 
Gatewood were two major reasons why, and 
both are gone. If Thompkins isn't eligible, 
the Rebels will be hurting for receivers. 
Defensive strengths: Rossie Johnson is a 
quality linebacker, but outside of him there 
isn't much. 

Defensive weaknesses: Last season, 
UNLV won games mostly because of 
defense. But only three starters return, and 
adequately replacing the players lost proba- 
bly will take longer than this season. 
Special teams: Kicker Nick Garritano and 
punter Brad Faunce are gone. In 1994, 
Garritano merely had the best season any 
Big West kicker has had. A walk-on may 
take his place, and Todd Floyd, a quarter- 
back, could be asked to punt. 

Keys to success: UNLY had a terrific recruit- 
ing season, and the Rebels will need some of 
those youngsters to produce this year. 
Outlook: Not good for this season. UNLV 
simply took too many hits to graduation. 
‘The Rebels should be tough to beat in the 
future, but by then they'll be in the Western 
Athletic Conference (1996). 

Coach Jeff Horton says: “We expect to 
defend our championship. We'll be picked 
fifth, sixth or seventh—if that high— 
because of the players we lost. The kids 
think we can win. They had a taste of suc- 
cess last year. They hope to carry momen- 
tum into the WAC now.” 


REBELS DATA 
Coach: Jeff Horton (7-5, 1 year, 14-9 overall, 2 years). 
1904 record: 7-5 (beat Cental Michigan in Las Vegas Bow!) 
Big West: 5-17Ttst 
Key losses: Henry Bailey, FL; Randy Brewer, TE; Mark 
Byers, LB; DeShannon Campbell, DT; Keith Clough, LB; 
Jason Davis, QB; Brad Faunce, P; Nick Gamtano, K: Randy 
Gatewood, WR; Daemon Keener, WR: Rodney Mazion, SS: 
‘Mark Mecham, OT; Howard McGowan, G; Brittney Posey. LB: 


Aside from linebacker Rossie Johnson, the 
UNLV defense lacks bite. 


Marvin Robinson, CB; Keith Washington, DE. 
‘Starters Otfense (5): DeJohn Branch, TB, 5-10/205, 
&; Jared Brown, OB, 5-11/190, Se; Jose Gonzalez, C, 607245, 
Se; Robbie Morrison, G, 6-4/290, Sr; Dennis Whitmore, T, 
6-5/265, J. Detense (3): Paul Carrilo, NG, 6-2/275, Sr; 
Rossie Johnson, LB, 6-4/245, Sr. Jermaine Webster, CB, 
5-10/175, Jr. Kickers: None. 
Other key returnees: Kwame Coleman, WR, Soph; Jason 
Davis, 08, Sr; Todd Floyd, QB, Soph.; Marvin Robinson, LB, 
‘St; Demond Thompkins, WR, Sr. (RSacademics); Chris 
‘White, DE, Soph.; Shannon Wilson, RB, Sr. 
statistical leaders: Rushing: Branch (90 at, 
‘374 yds., 4 TD); Passing: Davis (267 aft. 130 comp., 14 INT, 
12 TD, 1,539 yas.) Receiving: David White (16 rec., 136 yas 
0 TD): Tackier: Johnson (76); Sacker: Johnson (3.5). 
‘Top newcomers: Tony Burton, RB, Jr. (IC/RS); Carlos 
Hillard, DB, Jr. (JC); Mike Rely, OT, Fr. (RS); Jason Toohey, 
WR, Soph. (transfec/Nevada); Justin Trammel, G, Fr, (RS). 
Site: Las Vegas. Stadium: Sam Boyd Stadium (32,000). 
Last league ttle won: 1994 (te). 
SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2 —at Rice ‘Oct. 14 —~at San Jose St, 

Sept 9 Arkansas State Oct. 28 —at Nevada 

‘Sept. 16 at Eastern Michigan Nov. 4—North Texas 

Sept. 23 —at lowa State Nov. 11 —Utah State 

Sept. 30 


Nov. 18 New Mexico St 
Oct, 7 —at Norther Ilinois 


8. PACIFIC 
Offensive strengths: Joe Abdullah could 
be the best running back in the conference. 
With an improved line, he should have little 
trouble having another 1,000-yard season. 
Offensive weaknesses: Junior-college 
transfer Chad Fotheringham will be given 
every chance to start at quarterback. If he 
doesn’t work out, the Tigers will be in seri- 
ous trouble, putting more pressure on 
Abdullah. 
Defensive strengths: Defense? At Pacific? 
If there is a positive, it would be at inside 
linebacker, where Vince Bruno, Bill Denny, 
Ty Locatelli and Ed Tatola return. 
Defensive weaknesses: Everywhere. 
Help is needed on the line, at outside line- 
backer and in the secondary. 
Special teams: Roger Fleenor was so-so as 
a punter/kicker in his 1994 freshman sea- 
son. He has time to improve. 
Keys to success: Fotheringham must pro- 
duce, and the defense must contribute. 
Outlook: Pacific came from almost 
nowhere last season to challenge for the Big 
West crown. But the Tigers have lost too 
many players, including their quarterback. 
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Even so, Coach Chuck Shelton insists this 
team will be better. That will be difficult. 
Coach Chuck Shelton says: “I think 
more than anything, (last season) proved 
we could do it. When you don't have a win- 
ning season in 17 years, everybody kind of 
thrives on that. From the standpoint of mak- 
ing people believe we're not a junior high 
pretending to be a football team, it helps us 
in recruiting when we talk to people.” 


|. 3 years; 78-119-1 overall, 
18 years). 
1994 record: 65, Big West: 4-24th 

Key losses: Kery Brown, WR: Darius Cunnigan, CB; Aaron 
McCielan, C; Matt McGinn, OT; Charles Mile, DT; Jef! 
Russell, FS; Brad Stammer, DT; Duane Thomas, CB; Craig 


Whelan, QB. 

Starters returning: Offense (8): Joe Abdullah RB, 6-0/206, 
St; Enc Atkins, WR, 58/165, St; Kerry Blakney, FB, 511/233, 
Sr; Ryan Green, TE, 65/225, Jr; Branon Kane, T, 63/289, 
1B, 


Sr: Tyrone Watley, WR, 5-10/174, dr: Dan Weldon, G, 6-505, 
Sx; Justin Werth, G, 6-228, Jr. Defense (6): Vince Bruno, 
62/226, J; Eliot Burke, LB, 6-4251, Sr; Rodney 


Campbel, DB, 5-10/178, Sx; Bil Denny, LB, 6-1/224, 
Jason Evans, T, 6-1/267, ut. Kicker (1): Roger Fleenor, PK, 
61/177, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Tala Jetlerson, OT, St; Ty Locate 
LB, Soph; Damon Perasso, DT, Soph; Nick Sellers, OB, Sr; 
Ray Stutes, DB, Sr; Ed Tatola, LB, St; Grog Weston, WR, 
Je; Steve Wright, DT, dr. 

Statistical leaders: Rushing: Abdul (250 att, 
1,075 yds.,7 TD); Passing: Sellers (110 att, 60 comp, 4 INT, 
3TD, 685 yds.); Receiving: Atkins (53 rec,, 791 yds., 5 TD); 
Tacker: Bruno (69); Sacker Wright (2) 
Top newcomers: Chad Fotheringham, QB, Jr. (IC); Jim 
Mohamed, DL, ut (JC); Chris Rainey, DL, J. (NC). 
Site: Stockton, Cal. Stadium: Stagg Memorial Stadium 
(20,000). 
Last league ttle won: None 


Sept. 2 —at Anzona Oct. 21 —at SW Louisiana 
‘Sept. 9 —Oregon State Oct. 28 —at San Jose St 
Sept. 16 —at Fresno Stata Nov. 4 —New Mexico St. 
Sept. 23 —at Nebraska Nov. 11 —Nevada 

Oc. 7-2 Nov. 18 —at Utah State 


9. SAN JOSE STATE 


Offensive strengths: Finding someone to 
throw the ball shouldn't be a problem, Wide 
receivers David Doyle and Brian Lundy are 
back, as is tight end Brian Roche, a second- 
team All-Big West selection. 

Offensive weaknesses: Improvements 
can be made in many areas. Quarterback 
Alli Abrew threw 11 interceptions last sea- 
son. The line, which returns four starters, 
gave up 42 sacks. The running game, which 
will hold a lottery to find a starting back, 
averaged just 87.5 yards a game. 
Defensive strengths: Among the few bits 
of good news last year was the improved 
play of the secondary late in the season. 
Fortunately for San Jose State, three of the 
starters are back. 

Defensive weaknesses: Players are being 
moved around in hopes of improving the 
line and the linebacking. Although many 
players return in both areas, the fact the 
coaches are scrambling to find the right 
positions for them is not a good sign, 
Special teams: The Spartans lost two posi- 
tions in one player when punter/kicker Joe 
Nedney departed. Three players will com- 
pete for the kicking duties, and Jason 
Chapple is expected to do the punting. 
Keys to success: The defenders must suc- 
cessfully adjust to their new positions, expe- 
rience must pay off on the offensive line, 
and a quality running back must be found. 


Outlook: The Spartans have a few things 
to build on—experience, some quality play- 
ers—but they haven't yet proven they can 
get the job done. San Jose State must prove 
it can compete in the Big West if it hopes to 
do well in the Western Athletic Conference 
beginning in 1996. 
Coach John Ralston says: “It isn't fair to 
the present football team if we don’t con- 
centrate on this year. We don’t want to think 
about the WAC.” 

SPARTANS ATA 
Coach: John Ralston (5-17, 2 years; 91-64-4 overall, 
15 years), 
1994 record: 3-8. Big West: 3-VTSth. 
Key losses: Dan Godtrey, LB; Robert Gregory, DT; Tim 
Holliday, FB; Theron Miller, LB; Joe Nedney, K/P: Jerry 
Reese, WR; Carlos Rivera, OT; Jacobbi Willams, WR; Chris 
Wits, SS. 
Starters returning: Offense (7); Alli Abrew, QB, 6-1/195, Jt; 
John Grootegoed, G, 6-1/290, Sr. Chris Hil C,6-2/258, Sr; 
Brian Roche, TE, 6-5/231, Sr, Mike Snel, G, 6-2275, 
Salofi Tautua, T, 6-2/318, Sr; Patrick Walsh, TB, 5-8/185, Jr. 
Defense (8): Howard Butler, NG, 6-1/265, Se; Wardell 
Crutchfield, CB, 5-8/170, Soph; David Elzey, LB, 5-11/230, 
Sr; Marcus Galbreath, FS, 5-9/196, Sr; Jacob Malae, LB, 
6-1/220, dt; Greg Philips, LB, 6-2/238, Sr; Maurice Simpson, 
CB, 5-7/180, Jr; Tom Sotelo, T,6-1/248, St. Kickers: None. 
Other key returnees: Charlie Adams, FB, Sr; David Doyle, 
WA, Sr. Donald Lindsey, TB, Sr; Brian Lundy, WR, Sr. 
(RS/academics); Curtice Mactarane, OT, Soph,; Jerald Perry, 
OT, Soph; Eric Quaries, LB, Jr. 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Walsh (119 at, 
483 yds., 3 TD); Passing: Abraw (270 att, 135 comp, 11 INT, 
40 TD, 1,743 yds.); Recelving: Doyle (32 rec, 562 yds., 
3 TD); Tackler: Galbreath (78); Sacker; Sotelo (3), 
Top newcomers: Jason Chapple, P, Fr.; Carl Dean, QB, Jr. 
(JCIRS); Joe Furlow, K, Jr. (JC/RS); Mare Goodson, LB, Jr, 
(JC); Carlos Meeks, TB, Fr. (RS); Tucker Setterberg, S, Jr. 
(JC/RS); Kurt Strauss, OT, Fr. (RS); Dominic Walker, LB, 
Fr, (RS). 
‘Site: San Jose, Calif. Stadium: Spartan Stadium (31.218). 
Last league title won: 1991 

SCHEDULE 

Oct, 21 —at San Diego St. 
Oct. 28 —Pacific 
Nov, 4 —at Arkansas St 
Nov. 11 —at New Meio St 
Now, 18 —at Nevada 


Sept. 2 —Stanford 

Sept. 9 —at S. California 
Sept. 16 —Northern Hlinois 
Sopt. 23 —at Calfomia 
Sept. 20 —Utah State 
Oct. 14 —UNLY 


: 
i 
Hy 
i 
i 


Tight end Brian Roche acer to be a favorite 
target of San Jose State quarterbacks. 


10. ARKANSAS STATE 
Offensive strengths: Very few. Actually, 
the receivers should be OK. Derrick Austin 
and Reginald Murphy are good, and fresh- 
man recruit Maurice Thomas—an all-stater 
from Florida—could have an immediate 
impact. 

Offensive weaknesses: Arkansas State 
finished last in the conference in 1994 in 
total offense, scoring offense and passing 
offense. Improvement is needed every- 
where. 
Defensive strengths: This isn't quite as 
worrisome as the offense. The Indians are 
set at safety, and the starting line is solid. 
The only problem is a lack of depth—tackle 
Carlo White sustained a serious knee injury 
in the season finale, so his effectiveness is 
unknown. 
Defensive weaknesses: Injuries would 
kill the defense. If Arkansas State has to dig 
into its bench, the Indians will be in trouble. 
They might be anyway. 
Special teams: This may be the strongest 
part of the team. Kyle Richardson averaged 
42.1 yards a punt last season, and Jeff 
Caldwell made nine of 11 field-goal 
attempts. Over the past two seasons, 
Caldwell has converted 23 of 28. 
Keys to success: No injuries and the 
emergence of a passing game. 
Outlook: The schedule is much easier than 
it was a year ago, and the Indians were in 
some games last season. They can avoid 
last place, but anything more is asking too 
much. 
Coach John Bobo says: “I'd like to think 
we have a chance to grow. When you have 
seven road games (like last season), you 
have no chance to grow.” 

wou ATA 
Coach: John Bobo (3-18-1, 2 years) 
1994 record: 1-10. Big West: 0-6/10th. 
Key losses: Jeremy Blohowiak, G; Stacy Crockett, CB; Brad 
Davis, CB; Stacy Harrell, G; Lorenzo Parker, C; Ed Rutus, 
NG; DelRay Stephens, LB. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Derrick Austin, WR, 
62/190, St; Johnny QB, 6-0/185, Sx; Zoe 
Freeman, RB, 6-2/190, Sc; Roy James, T, 6-5°300, St; Clark 
McBride, TE, 6-2/235, Sr; Jerome Mcintosh, WR, 5-11/170, 
‘St; Jessie Miler, G, 6-1/270, St; Corey Walker, RB, 
5101185, Je 
Defense (7): Carlos Emmons, E, 64/240, St.; Maurice Harris, 
‘$8, 6-210, St; Rodney Hawthome, LB, 5-9/210, St; Gary 
Jackson, E, 6:3/220, Jr; Bryan Singleton, LB, §-11/215, Sr; 
(Clark Watkins, FS, 5-11/180, Sr; Carlo White, T, 6-1/270, Sr 
Kickers (2): Jetf Caldwell, K, 5-11/165, Jr.; Kyle Richardson, 
P, 6-2/180, St. 
Other key returnees: Stefan Gamiin, DT, Sr.; Reginald 
‘Murphy, WR, Je; Torrance Suggs, LB, Jr; Austin Tinsley, FB, 
Jt. (RS/njury), 

Statistical leaders: Rushing: Walker (175 att, 
630 yds. 2 TD); Passing: Covington (185 att, 85 comp., 
SINT, 6 TD, 890 yds.) Receiving: Austin (27 rec.. 947 yds. 
2 TD); Tackler: Emmons (72); Sacker: Emmons, White, 


Site: Jonesboro, Ark. Stadium: Tnsan Sedum (S110) 
Last league title won: None. 

‘SCHEDULE 
‘Sept. 2 —Utah State (Oct. 14 —at Texas Tech 
Sepl. 9 —at UNLV 
Sept. 16 —Souther linois 
Sept 23 —at Louisiana Tech Now. 11 —a Ninos 
Nov. 18 —MasispgiValey St 


SUNG Ws Siu 


Mark Anderson covers the Big West for the 
Reno (New) Gazette Journal. 


What does the future 
hold for the Big West? 


fase va weary eal eae 
me ae ees that has taken 

co) sports in recent years, 
- be forewarned. 

It's not over yet. 

_ The Big West's four Eastern schools 
(Arkansas State, Louisiana Tech, 
Northern Mlinois and Southwestern 
Louisiana) must decide soon whether 
to try to get the minimum six teams 
they need to. eon their own division or 
leave the league. If they become inde- 
pendents, that would leave just seven 
football-playing schools in the Big West 
after Boise State, Idaho and North 
‘Texas join the league in 1996 (and San 
Jose State and UNLY leave). 

Conference mas would like to 


keep the league int 2 
Finck toouldtbe vapid arrogant, 
ignorant and dumb to separate the 
schools,” said New Mexico State Coach 
Jim Hess, who said he is willing to take 
his team to the Eastern division if that 
‘means keeping the league together. 
- That would leave the East needing just 
ae more school to form a division. 
most likely candidates to join the 
Bars would be Northeast Louisiana, 
Central Florida and East Carolina. 
AlabamaBirmingham is another possi- 
_ bility. UCF and UAB become Division FA 
schools in 1996. 

‘The Big West's Eastern schools are 
being forced to make a decision 
because the athletic directors at Pacific 
and Utah State would rather play oppo- 

~ nents from the West. They don't believe 

| playing Eastern foes at home helps 
| attendance and, in fact, may hurt it. 
Plus, it's expensive to travel far dis- 
tances. Many Big West schools are 
looking for ways to cut costs. 

‘The coaches favor a division system, 
which would include a season: 
playoff game to determine which team 
advances to the Las Vegas Bowl. 

In 1996, San Jose State and UNLV 
will leave the Big West to join the 
“Western Athletic Conference. Boise 
State, Idaho and North Texas come in, 
‘but Idaho is table to meet Division LA 
“standards for football and will remain 
| Division FAA in that sport. 

But the addition of Idaho only com- 
pounds the league's perception prob- 
lem. The Big West actually was rated 
below the Division ‘TAA Big Sky 


3b Havas, rae ae 
“dtl Big West “In all other sports, the 
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Scouting THE Bic WeEsT 


Ascending: Utah State. A season after 
being torn apart by injuries, the Aggies 
bring back all those young players who 
suddenly were thrust into the fray last year. 
Utah State also has a new coaching staff, 
headed by John L. Smith, who ran Big Sky 
power Idaho. Smith was able to lure Bob 
Petrino, the coordinator of Nevada's high- 
powered offense, to the staff. 
Descending: UNLV. Only temporarily, 
though. The Rebels are more concerned 
with how they're going to perform in the 
‘Western Athletic Conference in 1996 than 
how they will finish out their Big West 
membership this season. This young 
team could be a force in the future, but 
not now. 

Nightmare schedule: Pacific. The 
Tigers play at Nebraska, Oregon, Arizona 
and Fresno State. They also host Oregon 
State. Even by Big West standards, that is 
a tough non-conference slate. 

Dream schedule: Arkansas State. The 
Indians host Division I-AA Southern 
Illinois, Mississippi Valley State and 
Jacksonville State. Even Arkansas State 
should win with this schedule. 

Best matchup of the year: Southwestern 
Louisiana at Nevada, September 2. Why 
these teams are meeting this early in the 
season is anyone's guess. These are the 
league's two best teams, and the Big West 
representative in the Las Vegas Bowl could 
be decided here. 

Worst matchup of the year: Pacific at 
Nebraska, September 23. The Cornhuskers 
crushed the Tigers, 70-21, last season. 
Considering Pacific might not be as good, 
don't expect the score to be any closer. 
Shocker of the year: Colorado State at 
Utah State, October 7. After losing 11 
starters, WAC champion Colorado State 
could be vulnerable. Plus, Utah State 
should be much better than last season, 
and the Aggies will have the home-field 
advantage. 

Bowl bound: Nevada. The Wolf Pack has 
all the ingredients to win the conference 
and go to the Las Vegas Bowl. It also has 
motivation of coming close each of the 
past two seasons, 

Biggest shoes to fill: Southwestern 
Louisiana safety Orlanda Thomas’. He 
was the Big West's Defensive Player of 
the Year each of the past two seasons. 
Whoever takes his place won't have much 
help: Three of the team’s four defensive 
backs from last year are gone. 

Most underrated player: UNLV quar- 
terback Jared Brown. He doesn’t dazzle 
with unbelievable plays or put up stunning 
numbers, He just wins. Despite sharing 
time with Jason Davis, Brown led the 
Rebels down the stretch last season, 
directing them to huge victories over 
Nevada (to advance to the Las Vegas 
Bowl) and Central Michigan (in the Las 
Vegas Bowl). 

Most overrated player: Arkansas State 
running back Corey Walker. He averaged 
just 3.6 yards a carry (630 yards total) but 


HONOR ROLL 


Best offensive backfield: Nevada 

Best wide receivers: Nevada. 

Best offensive line: Southwestem Louisiana. 
Best defensive line: Norhem linois. 

Best linebackers: New Mexico State 

Best secondary: San Jose State, 

Best special teams: Arkansas State. 

Hardest hitter: Jef! Mitchell, DE. Southwestom Louisiana. 
Best backup Jason Davis, UNLV. 
Best pro prospect: Alex Van Dyke. WR, Nevada. 
‘Best stadium: Romney Stadium (Utah State). 
Best rivalry: Nevada-UNLV. 


: 


RANKING THE RECRUITING 


2 tte Toh (8 se Fea). 
3. UNL (RB Dahrin Fookman). 


10, Nettles ba eee rca 


Expect Nevada's Mike Maxwell to again be 
the Big West Offensive Player of the Year. 


was an honorable mention All-Big West 
choice by league coaches. 

Best head coach: Chris Ault, Nevada. 
It's hard to argue with his accomplish- 


DAVE ROMEY 


ments. He took a Division II program in 
1976, turned it into a I-AA power and 
eventually moved it into IA. Mackay 
Stadium, which has grown from 7,500 
seats to 31,545, should be named after 
him. 

Best coaching staff: New Mexico State. 
Coach Jim Hess does a fine job, but his 
staff plays a valuable role. The results will 
be evident this season. 

Coach on the hot seat: John Bobo, 
Arkansas State. A year ago, Athletic 
Director Brad Hovious gave Bobo an 
impossible schedule and caught a lot of 
heat for doing so. Now Hovious has given 
Bobo a much easier schedule, signaling 
that if Bobo can't win now, a new coach 
may be needed. 

Best bets: Coaches Jeff Horton of UNLV 
and Chris Ault of Nevada will take verbal 
shots at each all season, either disguised 
or overt. . . The conference again will be 
rated the weakest in the country in the 
Sagarin ratings, but its representative will 
win the Las Vegas Bowl for the third con- 
secutive year. . . .UNLV will win one or 
two big games, and no one in Las Vegas 
will notice. . .. John L. Smith will make 
Utah State fans forget about former coach 
Charlie Weatherbie. . . .Many Big West 
football scores will resemble basketball 
scores, . . . Nevada quarterback Mike 
Maxwell will repeat as conference 
Offensive Player of the Year, but team- 
mate/wide receiver Alex Van Dyke will be 
the league's best player. 

Odds and ends: Arkansas State is 
mourning the death of middle linebacker 
Dedrick Greenleaf, who was killed in a 
freak accident over Christmas break. He 
was on his way home to Kildare, Texas, 
when he spotted a deer. Being a hunter, 
Greenleaf pulled his vehicle over and 
grabbed his 20-gauge shotgun. The 
weapon discharged accidentally, killing 
him. . . .San Jose State is marking its 
100th year of intercollegiate football this 
season. . ., Spartans Coach John Ralston, 
68, is the only member of the College 
Football Hall of Fame currently active... . 
The Big West has had multiple champi- 
ons in three of the past four years. Before 
1991, the conference went 12 consecutive 
years with a single champion. . . .With an 
eye toward entering the WAC in 1996, all 
but one of UNLV’s signees was a high 
school player. . . . John Dutton, a backup 
quarterback at Texas, transferred to 
Nevada during the off-season. He will sit 
out this season and have two seasons of 
eligibility left. . . . San Jose State's new 
defensive line coach is Rubin Carter, who 
had held that position as well as defen- 
sive coordinator duties at Howard 
University the past five years. Carter, 
who played 12 seasons with the Denver 
Broncos, is reunited with Ralston, who 
drafted him in the fifth round of the 1975 
NFL draft when Ralston was coaching the 


Broncos. 
—MARK ANDERSON 
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Offensive strengths: Ron Powlus had a 
tremendous debut. Really. He threw for 
1,729 yards and a school-record 19 touch- 
downs, with only nine interceptions. 
Powlus needs to improve his completion 
percentage (53.6), but he kept producing 
despite taking a beating all season. He'll be 
more comfortable this year, thanks to bet- 
ter health along the offensive line. That will 
give him more time to find wide receiver 
Derrick Mayes and give backs Randy 
Kinder, Robert Farmer and Mare Edwards 
more room to run. 

Offensive weaknesses: Mayes is a true 
game-breaker, but he is the only real burner 
on the roster. Freshman receiver Randy Moss 
has potential and Kinder grabbed All-America 
honors in indoor track last winter, but the Irish 
are slow just about everywhere else. 
Defensive strengths: Coordinator Bob 
Davie has begun transforming the defense 
into an attack-style unit, and he has some 
promising speedsters at several positions to 
work with. Melvin Dansby and Renaldo 
Wynn are solid ends, while Bert Berry, Lyron 
Cobbins and Kinnon Tatum have potential at 
linebacker. Free safety Brian Magee was 
Notre Dame's leading tackler last year. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Irish lost seven 
starters on defense and must hope their her- 
alded recruits of the past three years can step 
up, particularly at linebacker and defensive 
back. Don't be surprised to see true freshmen 
such as linebackers Kory Minor and Jimmy 
Friday and defensive back Mario Strayhorn 
in the lineup by season's end. 

Special teams: This area was a disaster 
last year, and freshmen Kevin Kopka and 
Hunter Smith have shots at the kicking and 
punting jobs, respectively. Emmett Mosley 
averaged 24.6 yards on kickoff returns but 
only 4.4 on punts. Moss could help here. 
Keys to success: The offensive line must 
stay healthy enough to provide stability for 
Powlus and the backs, and the youngsters 
on defense must produce. Both freshmen 
kickers need to contribute immediately, 
and Coach Lou Holtz must find a way to 
inject some speed throughout the lineup. 
Outlook: The Irish are too young and slow 
to make a title run. Expect this to be a solid 
transition season for a run in "96. Powlus and 
the running game should be better, thanks 
to the healthy line. If the defense gels— 
hardly a guarantee—expect nine or 10 wins. 
The schedule won't help much, however. 
Although Notre Dame plays all three service 
academies and takes a break from Michigan, 
it visits Ohio State and Washington and 
hosts Texas, USC and Boston College. 
Coach Lou Holtz says: “I think last year 
was the most frustrating year I ever had as 
a football coach. We never got our problems 
solved, and usually by the end of the year, 
we can solve them.” 


FIGHTING IRISH DATA 
Coach: Lou Hotz (83-242, 9 years; 199-897 overall, 25 years). 
1994 record: 6-5-1 (lost to Colorado in Fiesta Bow) 
Key losses: Lee Becton, TB; Travis Davis, SS; Over Gibson, 
NG; Justin Goheen, LB; Brian Hamiton, DE; Germaine Holden, 
DE; Oscar McBride, TE; Jeremy Nau, LB; Jeremy Sample, LB; 
‘Bobby Tayor, CB (declared for NFL cra}; Ray Zetars, FB. 
Starters returning: Otfense (8) Jeremy Akers, G, 65/281, 
ts Chris Clevenger, T, 687286, Soph ; Mike Doughty, T, 
£6-7/285, Soph; Ryan Leahy, G, 6-4/299, Se; Derick Mayes, SE, 
6-17221, Sr; Ron Powus, OB, 62/225, Soph, Charles Stato, 


IEDICTIONS 


EDI OF FINISH 


1. NOTRE DAME 

2. LOUISVILLE 

3. EAST CAROLINA 

4, SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
5. MEMPHIS 

6. TULSA 

7. CINCINNATI 

8. NORTHEAST LOUISIANA 
9. TULANE 

10. ARMY 

11. NORTH TEXAS 

12. NAVY 


FL, 5-9/189, Sc; Dusty Zeglr, C, 66288, J Defense (4): Paul 
Grasmanis, NG, 62275, Sc; Bian Magee, FS, §-107206, Se; 
Shawn Wooden, CB, 511/185, Sc; Renaldo Wynn, E, 63247, 
& Kicker (1): Soot Cenga, K, 58/180, Soph 


‘Soph; Kinnon Tatum, LB, Jc 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Kinder (119 at, 702 
yds, 4 TD); Passing: Powtus (222 att, 119 comp, 9 INT, 19 TD, 
1,729 yds); Recehing: Mayes (47 re, 847 yds, 11 TD); 
Tackier: Magoo (81); Sacker Beny (6). 

‘Top newcomers: Jimmy Fay, LB, Fr; Kevin Kopka, K, Ft; 
Kory Miner, LB, Fr; Randy Moss, WR, Fr; Hunter Smith P Fr; 
Jasme Spencer, FB, Fr; Maro Srayhom, DB, Fr. 

Site: South Bend, Ind. Stadium: Notre Dame Staum (59,075). 


SCHEDULE 

‘Oct. 14 —at Army 
Oct. 21 —S. Caifomia 
Oct. 28 Boston College 
Now. 4—Havy 

Nov. 18 —at Air Force 


co 30 —at Ohio State 
Oct. 7 —at Washington 


Offensive strengths: If former coach Howard 
Schnellenberger were still running the show, 
you could depend on quarterback Marty Lowe 
(nine touchdowns but 17 interceptions last sea- 
son) to throw, throw, throw. But new Coach 
Ron Cooper, who arrives from Eastern 
Michigan with only 22 games of head-coach- 
ing experience on his resume (and therefore 
not much to judge him by), says he'll turn 
Lowe and his scrambling backup, Jason Payne, 
loose in a one-back set. But Cooper also loves 
to control the game between the tackles. 

Offensive weaknesses: Of course, maybe 
Cooper will be forced to pass. Tackle Roman 
Oben is a crushing run-blocker and a poten- 
tial first-round draft pick, and center Jason 
Stinson can hit people. But who is going to 
follow those two guys up the middle? The 
Cards might use a four-back rotation. Calvin 
Arrington gets first crack at carrying the 


ball, but he has had trouble staying healthy. 
Defensive strengths: Cooper, a defensive 
assistant at Notre Dame in 1991-92, believes 
the linebacking corps of Tyrus McCloud, 
Johnny Frost and Alan Campos could start 
in South Bend, Ann Arbor or Tuscaloosa. 
They're fast, fearsome and nasty. 
Defensive weaknesses: There's a reason 
McCloud, Campos and Frost ranked 1-2-4 
in tackles on the team last season: The line 
wasn't hitting anybody. That’s why the 
Cards were tortured by strong running 
teams like Army and Texas A&M. 
Special teams: If kicker David Akers had 
made a couple of critical kicks last season, 
the Cards would have finished 8-3, not 6-5. 
He has great range but not much accuracy 
(he missed 2 of 6 field-goals attempts under 
30 yards). Applications still are being 
accepted for the kicking and punting jobs. 
Awoman (Kathy Klope) has applied. 
Keys to success: The players must make 
a confident transition from Schnellenberger 
to Cooper. And somebody has to give the 
Cardinals a running game and take the run- 
ning game away from opposing teams. 
Outlook: This is a veteran team coming off 
consecutive winning seasons. Lowe is a 
solid leader and thrower who is surrounded 
by quality receivers. The linebackers not 
only stop people, they create turnovers, 
And the schedule has been fine-tuned for 
success (Texas, Arizona State, Pitt, Boston 
College and Texas A&M were dropped). 
Coach Ron Cooper says: “I like every- 
thing I see. Coach iSchnellenberer left this 
program in great shape.” 

CARDINALS DATA 
Coach: Fon Cooper (18t year, 13 overall 2 years) 
1984 record: 65. 
Key losses: Jamie Asher, TE: Kendall Brown, DE; Orvis 
Fizpatick, FB; Shawn Jackson, WR; Terry Quinn, SS; Terrance 
Roscoe, DE; Anthony Shelman, RB; Jermaine Willams, OT. 
‘Starrs returning: Otfense (6): John Bel, SE, 61/81, on 
‘Shawn Kies, G, 511273 St; Marty Lowe, QB, 6-201, Sr; enon 
‘Meadows, G, 6/271, Je; Roman Oben, T, 65/290, S; Jason 
‘Sanson, C, 64/286, Sc Defense (8): Tony Bethel, CB, 6-0/178, Je; 
‘Aen Campos, LB, 6.3233, S; Fico Clark, FS, 5-10/174, dr: 
soheny Frost, LB, 62243, Sx; Aton Jones, T, 65/275, Sr; Derick 

‘Sam Madison, CB, 611/169, Je; Tyrus 
Kickers (1): David Akar, bal sai, ot 


key Arrington, 
Bates, WR, Soph ; Mike Bogan, TE, Soph. iano Bd, 
DE, Soph; Frank Fountain, RB, Soph, John Fuqua, SS, 
‘Soph; Kendrick Gholston, DE, Soph, Matt Johnson, OT, J; 
Rondel Marsh, DE, Soph; Jason Payne, OB, Jt. 
Returning statstical leaders: Rushing: Payne (21 at, 85 yds 1 
TD); Passing: Lowe (319 at, 196 comp, 17 INT, 9D, 2091 yds) 
Receiving: Bel (34 rc, 473 yas, TD); Tackler: MeCioud (133), 
‘Sacker Ghalston (4). 
Top newcomers: Eric Coleman, WRIRB, ut. (JC); Caswell 
Goodman, TE, Fr. (RS); lon Green, TE, Fi; Ikem Maduaka 
Cain, OT, Fr. (RS); James Pesavento, OT, Fr, (RS); Mike 
Scott, DL. Ut. (NC) 
‘Site: Louisvile, Ky, Stadium: Cardinal Stadum (35,500). 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2 —at Kentucky (Oct. 14 —at Wyoming 
‘Sept. 9 —at Norhem lis Oct. 28 —Maryiand 
Sept. 16 —Michigan State Nov, 4 —Tulane 
Sept. 21 —North Caroina Nov. 11 NE Louisiana 
‘Sept. 30 —at Memphis Nov, 18 —North Texas 
Oct. 7 —at Southem Miss 


3_ EAST CAROLINA 
Offensive strengths: Two words: Marcus 
Crandell. The junior quarterback has the abil 
ty to put up some impressive numbers if he has 
time to set up and throw. Receiver Mitchell 
Galloway is a bigplay threat. Running back 
Jerris McPhail has game breaking speed. 


Continued 
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PRESEASON ALL-INDEPENDENTS TEAM 


BEATERS: OF THE YEAR 


FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE 


SECOND TEAM 


Me DANSE. Notre Dame 6-9/258 


NEWCOMERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: Randy Moss, WR, Notre Dame 
DEFENSE: Kory Minor, LB, Notre Dame. 


60175 


COACH OF THE YEAR 


6-1/208 


Ron Cooper, Louisville 


— S185. 


Offensive weaknesses: Aside from Galloway 
and true freshman Troy Smith, the Pirates lack 
real quality at the receiver spot. The line, 
which yielded just nine sacks last year, has a 
couple of crucial holes to fill. McPhail has 
played only a complementary role the past two 
years; can he withstand the grind of starting? 
Defensive strengths: ECU will have the 
same defensive coordinator (Paul Jette) in 
consecutive years for the first time since 
Steve Logan became coach in 1992. A bevy of 
experienced linebackers, led by Mark 
Libiano, are the heart and soul of the defense. 
Outside linebacker Morris Foreman has 
uncanny instincts and always is around the 
ball; Foreman also is the punt returner. 
Defensive weaknesses: For a team that 
picked off 22 passes last year, the sec- 
ondary remains a question mark because of 
alack of size, a knee injury to Hank Cooper 
and the exit of position coach Chuck 
Pagano to Miami (Fla.). Depth is a real con- 
cern up front. Any injury, especially to tack- 
le Walter Scott, could be devastating. 
Special teams: Although things have 
improved substantially, this still is a concern. 
Kicker Chad Holcomb has been inconsistent 
and could be replaced by Matt Levine if he 
misses a couple of early chances. Levine, on 
the other hand, is an unpredictable punter. 
Keys to success: The defensive line must 
stay healthy and generate a pass rush. 
Someone in the running game, either 
McPhail or one of several young backs, 
must emerge as a threat. 


Outlook: The Pirates better be ready in ~ 


September when trips to Tennessee, 
Syracuse and Illinois hit them square in the 
helmet. If an orange crush can be avoided, 
another berth in the Liberty Bow! is likely. 


Coach Steve Logan says: “We had some 
seniors step up last year and carry this foot- 
ball team. We need that to happen again 
this year because the schedule we have pro- 
vides us a real opportunity, not just region- 
al but on a national scale.” 

PIRATES DATA 
Coach: Steve Logan (14-20, 3 years) 
1994 record: 7-5 (lost to Iinois in Liberty Bow) 
Key losses: Wilie Brookins, LB; Ken Carrol, OT; John 
Krawezyk, DT; Junior Smith, RB; Terry Taghman, G 
‘Starters retuming: Offense (8): Marcus Crandel, 08, 60/196, 
J; Mitchell Galloway, H-Back, 510/159, Jr; Jamie Gray, G, 
62/293, Jt; Jason Nichols, WR, 5-11/171, Soph; Sean 
Richardson, TE, 6-5/232, Jt; ian ee: WR, 6-6/200, 


Southem 
814 yards last season to lead the team in rushing. 


's Chris Buckhalter ran for 
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Har, $S, 510/192, Je; Dwight Henry, FS, 511/175, Je; Mark 
Libjano, LB, 6-37235, Sc; Emmanuel McDaniel, CB, 5-10/167, 
Sr;, Walter Scott, T, 6:3270, Sr; Lorenzo West, E, 6-9/243, 
st Kickers (2): Chad Holcomb, K, 62/160, J; Mat Levine, 
P, 5.81195, Soph. 

Other key retumees: Charles Boothe, OT, Sr; Marvin Burke, 
LB, Jr; Lamont Bums, G, Jt; Alphonso Collins, NG, Soph.; 
David Crumbie, CB, Sr; Linwood DeBrew, WR, Soph, David 
Har, CB, Jr; Jeris McPhail, RB, Sr; Scot Richards, TE, Jr; 
Daniel Russ, DE, Jt; Lamy Shannon, WR, Soph, 

Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: McPhail (73 at, 326 
yds. 2 TD); Passing: Crandel (401 att, 230 comp., 15 INT, 
24 TD, 2.687 yds): Recelving: Nichols (42 rec, 450 yds, 27D), 
Tackter: Libiana (135); Sacker: West (3). 

Top newcomers: Travis Darden, LB/DE, Fr.; Scott Harley, 
RB, Fr. (RS); Daryl Jones, RB, Fr. (RS); Bemard Lackey, DB, Fr. 
(RS); Decone McKethan, DB, Fi, (RS); Pedro Monte, OT, 
Soph. (JC); Mike Sellers, WR, Fr. (RS); Shep Sepaniak, LB, Fr 
(RS); Mike Sheehan, OT, Fr (RS); Troy Smith, WA, Fr. 


Site: Groenvile, N.C. Stadium: Dowdy-Feken Stadum (35,000) 
SCHEDULE 

Sopt. 2—atTennessee Oct. 21 —Temple 

Sept. 9—at Syracuse Oct, 28 —a Southam Miss 
Sept. 18 —Central Michigan Nov. 4 —at Amy 

‘Sept. 23 —at Illinois Nov. 11 —Tulsa 

Sept. 30 —West Vigna Nov. 18 —Memphis 

Oct 7 —at Cincinnati 


4. SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


Offensive strengths: For the first time in 
many moons, the Golden Eagles are well- 
stocked at the skill positions. Quarterback 
Heath Graham set a school record for com- 
pletion percentage (58.2) and a freshman 
mark for yards (1,603) in only six starts. 
Quarterback recruit Chris Windsor, the 
junior-college player of the year in some cir- 
cles last season, will give Southern Miss its 
first true double threat at the position since 
Reggie Collier in the early '80s, Tailbacks 
Chris Buckhalter and Harold Shaw are 
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INDEPENDENTS 


interchangable in any set. Six of the top 
seven receivers return. 

Offensive weaknesses: The line. Only two 
fulltime starters returned in the spring, and 
for the first two weeks of drills, it showed. 
The first unit looked better as spring ended, 
and junior-college help is on the way. The 
guys up front need to come through so 
offensive coordinator Norman Joseph’s 
multi-faceted attack won't be grounded. 
Defensive strengths: The Golden Eagles 
led the nation in takeaways (40) and finished 
second nationally with a school-record 25 
interceptions. Defensive end Robert Brown 
is a blooming star. Outside linebackers 
Eugene Harmon and Albert McRae will start 
for:the fourth consecutive year. Cornerback 
Rod Thomas and free safety LT. Gulley lead 
an outstanding secondary. 

Defensive weaknesses: Tackle Michael 
Tobias, who set up his linemates by attract- 
ing double- and tripleteam blocking, is 
gone. But interior players Quentin Jackson, 
Kendall Dunn, Jason Hall and Jeff Hopgood 
had solid springs, Junior-college transfer 
Quantrellis Phillips could be the key. 
Special teams: Gulley was among the top 
punt returners in the nation and Buckhalter 
would have ranked among the top kick 
returners with a few more returns, The 
kicking game will be in good hands, or feet, 
with punter Chris Pierce and Johnny 
Lomoro, the team’s former No. 1 kicker 
who will try to regain the job after missing 
most of last season with a back injury. 

Key to success: The offensive line must 
gel or it could be a long fall. 

Outlook: The Golden Eagles finished last 
season on a roll, winning four of their last 
five, But the '95 schedule is a mixed blessing. 
Utah State replaces Auburn, but Southern 
Miss must play seven games on the road, 
including games against Alabama and 
Tennessee. If they can handle last year’s suc- 
cess—something this program hasn't done 
well in the past—the Golden Eagles have the 
defense and offensive potential to soar. 
Coach Jeff Bower says: “We do have a num- 
ber of people coming back on both sides of 
the ball, but there are some areas—our front 
lines—that are critical. I think we have the tal 
ent to play at those places, but we just have to 
make sure we have those guys ready.” 


GOLDEN EAGLES DATA 
Coach: Jett Boner (19-251, 4 yeas) 
1994 record: 6-5 
Key losses: Brent Duggins, OT; Scott Harper, TE: Coty 
Jones, G; Ronald Jones, FB; Mark Montgomery, WR; Kenny 
Ray, C; Michael Toblas, DT 
Starters returning: Offense (5): Jason Baron, G, 6:2240, 
Jt; Chris Buckhater, TEYKR, 6-01195, Se; Heath Graham, 
QB, 6-3/215, Soph.; Rod Olison, G, 6-2/270, Jr: Ryan 
Pearson, WR, 6-2/185, Jr. Defense (10): Robert Brown, E, 
6-2/245, Soph, LT. Gulley, FSVKR, 5-11/185, Sr; Eugene 
Harmon, LB, 6-0/220, Sr; Denck Hervey, CB, 59/180, Sr: 
Quentin Jackson, 7, 6-4/240, Jr; Albert McRae, LB, 6-1/220, 
Sr; James Robinson, E, 64/240, Sr; Roy Stabler, FS, 6- 
208, Jr; Rod Thomas, CB, 6-2/175, Jc; Cedric Walthaw, 
LB, 6-1/225, Jt. Kicker (1): Chris Perce, K/P, §-11/190, Sr 
Other key retumees: Eric Booth, RB, Soph. Fred Brock, 
WR, Sr; Kendall Dunn, DT, Soph; Jason Hail, DT, Je; Adam 
Kennedy, WR, St; Marchant Kenney, LB, Soph; Kenderick 
Lee, WA, Je; Johny Lomoro, K, dr. (RS%back; Tim Metevia. 
OT, ut; Lanry Norton, TE, Jt; Mehin Rai, SS, Sr; Harold 
‘Shaw, TB, Soph; Roy Stabler, SS, Jk 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Buckhalter (182 at, 
814 yds, 3 TD); Passing: Graham (208 att, 121 comp, 15 
INT, 7 TD, 1,606 yds): Receiving: Pearson (97 rec., 436 yds. 
3 TD); Tackle: Harmon (96); Sacker: Brown (8). 
Top newcomers: Leroy DeWit, OL, J. (JC); Jet! Hopgood, 


DT, Fr. (RS); Quantrelis Phitips, DT, ut (IC); Fred Tate, LB, 
xb Daryl Terrell, OL, Jr. (IC); Chris Windsor, OB, Jr. (C).. 
Site: Hattiesburg, Miss. Stadium: Roberts Stadium (33,000). 


SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—Norhem Ilinois Oct. 7 —Louisvile 
Sept. 9 —Alabama Oct. 14 —at Cincinnati 
(atBimingham, Ala) Oct. 28 East Caroina 
Sept. 16 —at Uh Stzte Nov. 4 —at Tennessee 
Sept. 23 —at Indiana Nov. 11 at Memphis 
Sept. 39 —Tuiane Nov. 18 —at SW Louisiana 


Offensive strengths: New Coach Rip 
Scherer's offensive philosophy—be aggres- 
sive and unpredictable—will help the 
Tigers. When the quarterback threw a pass 
to the tight end on the first play of the spring 
game, you would have thought Joe Montana 
had just found Dwight Clark in the back of 
the end zone judging from the crowd's reac- 
tion. Forgive them, These fans endured an 
offense that averaged 14.5 points last year. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Tigers may 
need to find a quarterback who can run 
what Scherer wants. Joe Borich, a parttime 
starter last season, struggled in the spring 
trying to learn his third offense in three 
years (he was a junior-ollege recruit last 
year). Sophomore Chad Reed, the spring 
game MVP, and newcomers Qadry 
Anderson and Bernard Oden will duel for 
the job in fall practice. 
Defensive strengths: Some veterans were 
worried that the new 4-3 scheme Scherer 
installed would hurt the blitzing ability of a 
defense that ranked third in the nation last 
season. Fear not. The scheme plays to the 
strengths of tackles Tony Williams and 
Brian Barnett. Linebackers J Allen and 
Dan Bonner are big-play makers, as is end 
Rod Mason. 
Defensive weaknesses: There's some 
concern in the backfield, where the Tigers 
lost starters Ken Irvin and Barry Dillard, 
who combined for five interceptions and 
122 tackles last year. Some defensive backs 
tate to be found in a hurry. 
Special teams: Veteran kicking coach 
Murray Armstrong always churns out 
strong kickers and punters. Walk-on Luis 
Tejeda earned a scholarship for his perfor- 
mance last season. Punter Drew Pairamore 
figures to improve his 38.7 average, but he 
is good at dropping kicks inside the 20-yard 
line. Ryan Roskelly set five school punt- 
return records last season. 
Keys to suce Scherer, who was hired 
away from Division LAA James Madison, 
must find a quarterback. His system calls 
for a mixture of option and pass-action. 
Depth is a question on both lines. 
Outlook: The Tigers have a brutal schedule 
that sends them on the road five times in 
their first seven games. If their confidence 
remains unshaken after trips to Mississippi 
State and Michigan, the Tigers have the 
capability of rallying down the stretch. As 
much as anything, Scherer’s offense must 
be entertaining. Fans who stayed away 
under the conservative reign of previous 
coach Chuck Stobart need to be lured back. 
Coach Rip Scherer says: “I think you've 
got to be aggressive and | want our players 
to feel that from us. That gives them confi- 
dence, We want to play as aggressive offen- 
sively as we did defensively. The players 
want to win so bad, and that gives us some- 
thing to build on.” 
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TIGERS DATA 

Cot ip Scie eye: 219 oa 4 years). 
1994 record: 6- 
Key losses:, Davis, FB; Barry Dillard, SS; Ken Irvin, CB; 
James Logan, DE; John Ludwiczak, C; Robbie Quinn, OT; 
‘Duane Vandborg, LB. 
Daniel Gomez, G, 65273, Soph.; Emest Keefer, WR, 5-11/173, 
dc; Josh Miler, G, 6-1/274, Je; Joel Peschke, TE, 6-5/239, St; 
Ryan Roskelly, FLIKR, 5-10/170, Sr, Kelth Seller, T, 61/311, Sr 
Defense (7): Jesse Allen, LB, 62/220, Jr; Brian Bamett, T, 
6-0270, Sr; Dan Bonner, LB, 6-0/208, Sr; Rod Mason, E, 
6-2/250, St; Chris Smith, CB, 5-10/164, Sr. Tony Wiliams, T, 
627242, Jr; Jerome Woods, SS, 64190, St. Kickers (2): Drew 
Pairamore, P, 6-0/197, Soph ; Luis Tejeda, K, 5-9/200, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Chancey Carr, WR, Soph; Frank 
Fletcher, TB, Sr.; Richard Hogans, LB, Jr.; Derrick Jones, TB, 
‘Soph.; Chad Reed, QB, Soph. Keith Spann, DB, Soph,; 
‘Marvin Thomas, DE, Jr. 

statistical leaders: Rushing: Fletcher (91 att, 412 
yds., 1 TD); Passing: Boric (123 att, 43 comp,, 2 INT, 37D, 
473 yds.) Recelving: Roskelly (44 rec., 602 yds., 3 TD); 
Tackler: Alen (128); Sacker: Bamett (9). 
‘Top newcomers: Qadry Anderson, OB, Jr. (JC); Keith Cobb, 
DB, Soph. (Prop 48); Joe Darington, G, Fr. (RS); Marcus 
Gary, LB, Jr. (JC); Berard Odan, QB, Soph. (Prop 48); 
‘Shaun Sands, RB, Fr. (RS); Duron Sutton, OB, Jr. (IC), 
Site: Memphis, Tenn, Stadium: Liberty Bow! (62,380). 

‘SCHEDULE 
ite Oct. 21 —at Cincinnati 

Oct. 28 —Tulsa 
Nov, 4 —Mississippi 
‘Nov. 11 Southern Miss 
Nov. 18 —at East Carolina 


The Golder 
Hurricane is loaded with talented skill peo- 
ple. Tailback Solomon White rushed for 
1,003 yards and caught 31 passes last sea- 
son, and receiver Wes Caswell caught 74. 
His running mate, Michael Kedzior, 
grabbed 37 balls and scored six times, while 
former tailback Kenny Gunn brings more 
speed and versatility to the receiving corps. 
A solid line is fortified by David Millwee, 
one of the best centers in the country. 
Offensive weaknesses: Quarterback 
John Fitzgerald threw 14 interceptions and 
only five touchdown passes in relief of Troy 
DeGar, who went down in the first game 
with a knee injury. DeGar is healthy, but 
Tad Jones (collarbone) is not. If everyone is 
sound, quarterbacking could be a strength. 


David Millwee, one of the best centers in the 
nation, is the bulwark of Tulsa’s line. 


Defensive strengths: End Sedric Clark, 
who had eight sacks last year, is the sole 
returnee up front. Muadianvita Kazadi, 
John Peters and Jody Sparks form the 
nucleus of a capable linebacking corps. 
Cornerback Malcolm Williams is a solid 
man-to-man coverage guy. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Hurricane 
gave up 27.6 points and 199.4 rushing yards 
per game last year. Tulsa is somewhat 
undersized and inexperienced up front and 
needs to settle on a secondary rotation. 
Special teams: Jason Jacoby, who returned 
a kickoff 100 yards for a touchdown against 
UNLY, and Gunn form an excellent return 
tandem. Unfortunately, Tulsa’s opponents. 
were equally effective at returning punts 
and kickoffs last year. Thanks to punter 
Mark DeLozier (42.1 average) and kicker 
James Anderson (13 of 20 field-goal 
attempts), the kicking game seems set. 
Outlook: The Golden Hurricane’s success 
in its final year of independence will depend 
on the health of its quarterback and the 
development of a strong defensive front. The 
schedule is manageable. Tulsa fans should 
expect a lot of shootouts, with scores in the 
30s or 40s, 
Coach Dave Rader says: “If we stay healthy, 
we'll be OK. I like the makeup of our team, 
and I like its demeanor. I think we have some 
playmakers, even more so than last year.” 
GOLDEN HURRIGANE DATA 
ador (34-44-1, 7 years). 


Key losses: Pat Denofro, CB; Floyd Goode, LB; Miko 
Hacnszel, SS; Justin Heinecke, OT; Cory Lax, DT; Jason 
Percy, FB; Jason Sanders, G; Lance Sloan, OT. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Chis Anderson, TE, 64/255, 
St; Wes Caswell, SE, 59/165, Jr; Michael Kedzior, FL, 6- 
3/485, Sx: David Milwee, C, 63275, Sx; Brian Newman, G, 
6-4/282, Jt; Doug Pisula,T, 64280, Jt. Solomon White, TB, 
5-8/180, 1. Defense (7): Salty Abuduihai, LB (moved from 
E), 6-2/220, dr Joremy Bunch, FS, 6-0/201, Jc; Sedrc Clark, 
E, 62/248, Sr; Terrance Joseph, FS, 6201, Soph; 
Muadianvta Kazad, LB, 6-2/225, J; John Peters, LB. 60/218, 
St; Malcolm Willams, CB, 5-10/175, St. Kickers (2): James 
Anderson, K, 6-0/175, Soph; Mark DeLozier,P,6-1/208, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Coco Butler, DT, St; Troy DeGar, OB, 
Jt. (RS/knee); John Fitegerald, QB, Soph; Kenny Gunn, 
TBISE/KR, Sr; Mark Haberfield, OT, Sr. (Sknee); Jason 
Jacoby, DBYKR, Soph; Tad Jones, Q8, J; Mark Lippe, TE, 
Soph; Michael Rul, OT, Soph; Jody Sparks, LB, Soph, 
Roturning statistical leaders: Rushing: White (230 att, 
1,003 yds, 8 TD); Passing: Fitzgerald (255 att 196 comp., 
14 INT, 5 TD, 1,409 yds); Receiving: Caswell (74 rec, 

89 yds, 3 TD); Tackler: Kazadi (94), Sacker Clark (8). 

Top newcomers: Tony Fisher, DE, Fr. (RS); Marshal 
Gordon, SF (RS) Tm Marin, OT, Fe (RS): Regge 
Wiliams, 7B, Fr (RS) 

Site: Tulsa, Okla. Stadium: Skoly Stadum (40,385), 


‘SCHEDULE 
Oct. 7 Wyoming 
‘Sept. 9—Oklahoma State Oct. 14 —at UTEP. 
‘Sept. 16 —at Texas ABM Oct. 28 —at Memphis: 
Sepl. 23 —East Tennessee St. Nov. 4 —at BYU 
‘Sept. 30 — Louisiana Tech Nov. 11 —at E. Carofina 
(at Shreveport, La.) Nov. 18 —Cincinnati 


Sept, 2 Baylor 


Offensive strengths: The top four wide 
receivers—Anthony Ladd, Robert Tate, 
Sean Stewart and James Scott—are back. 
‘They are among the best athletes on the 
team. All four have the speed to break a 
long one. Eric Vibberts returns at quarter- 
back. He isn't particularly flashy, but he was 
very efficient near the end of last season. 

Offensive weaknesses: The running 
game never got going last year because the 
line got manhandled. The Bearcats 


addressed that need by recruiting four line- 
men who'll be counted on to supply depth 
and challenge for starting positions. None of 
Cincinnati's running backs is overpowering. 
Defensive strengths: All four starters in 
the secondary return, including team-lead- 
ing tackler Sam Garnes. Jermaine Trent, a 
junior-college transfer, may allow Chris 
Hewitt, the team’s biggest hitter, to move 
from corner to free safety. Phillip Curry, 
who started as a freshman last year, could 
be Cincinnati's best linebacker in years. 
Defensive weaknesses: There's not much 
size on the line. None of the returnees is a 
proven run-stuffer, and to compensate the 
Bearcats have changed from a 4-3 to a 3-4. 
Special teams: Kicker Tom Dallen and 
punter Jeff Blaylock are gone. Eric Richards, 
a redshirt sophomore, will take over the 
kicking duties. Steve Smith, who averaged 
43.7 yards a kick at Mississippi Gulf Coast 
College, was brought in to punt. Tate is dan- 
gerous on both punt and kickoff returns. 
Keys to success: The Bearcats must 
establish a running game and stop their 
opponents’. Craedel Kimbrough, last year’s 
leading rusher, has to step up. 
Outlook: The early part of the schedule 
(Kansas, Kansas State, Virginia Tech) will 
make a good start nearly impossible. The rest 
of schedule is alot more reasonable, so if their 
recruiting class plans out, the Bearcats could 
improve on last year’s 2-8-1 record. 
Coach Rick Minter says: “There's a dif- 
ferent attitude this year. This is a more con- 
fident, high-spirited group.” 
BEARCATS DATA 

Coach: Rick Mintar (2841, 1 year). 
1994 record: 28:1 
Key losses: Emest Alen, DT; Paul Blackwood, FB; Jeff 
Blaylock, P; Tom Dalen, K; Regge Hudson, LB; Rick Semons, 
OT, Matt Vaupel, G. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Jason Fabin,T,6-6/260, 
‘Soph; Crasdel Kimbrough, TB, 5-11/181, St. Anthony Ladd 
WR, 62/190, Jr; Jamie Lemire, C (moved from G), 63/280, 
St; Pat Oakes, G (moved from C), 6-275, Jr; Jesse 
Otverson, TE, 6-3/250, Jt; Sean Stewart, WA, 6-0/185, Sr.; 
Eric Vibberts, QB, 6-2/190, Sr. Defense (9); Dorian Adams, E, 
6-9/243, St; Philip Cur, LB, 6-1/205, Soph.; Muhammed El- 
Mubarak, LB, 6-2231, Sr; Darrius Felder, E, 6-4/240, Je; Sam 
Games, SS, 63/208, Jt; Darrel Harting, CB, 6-1/185, St; 
(Chris Hewitt, CB, 6-0/195, Jr; Kevin Jackson, FS, 6-2/170, dr; 
Derrick Ransom, T, 64/235, Soph. Kickers: None, 
Other key returnees: Ken Fower, LB, Sr; Tery Grooms, DE, 
st; John Kobalka, DE, Soph; Eric Patterson, FB (moved from 
LB), Sc; Todd Preston, OB, St; Eric Richards, K Soph; James 
Scott, WR, Jt; Robert Tate, WRIKR, Je 
Returning statistical leaders: Rushing: Kimbrough (132 att, 
‘565 yds., 0 TD); Passing: Vibberts (182 att, 114 comp, 
BINT, 6 TD, 1,335 yds); Recehing: Ladd (35 rec, 446 yds, 
3 TD); Tackler: Games (134); Sacker: Grooms (3), 
‘Top newcomers: Pierre Brillant, OT, Fr. (RS); Latrez Mis, 
DL, Soph. (JC); Brandon Rader, TE, Jr. (JC); Deron: 3 
DT, Fr; Steve Smith, P, dr. (JC); Jermaine Trent, DB, Jt (JC); 
Delmar Tumer, LB, Jr, (JC). Esau! Viramontes, OL, Jr. (JC); 
Fred Ward, DL, dr (1C). 
Site: Cincinnai. Stadium: Nppert Staum (36.000) 
‘SCHEDULE 

‘Oct. 14 —S. Mississippi 


Sept. 2 —at Kansas 
Sept. 9 —Kansas State Oct. 21 Memphis 

Sept. 16 —at Veginia Tech Oct. 28 —at N Iiinois 
Sept. 23 —at Miami ct Ohio Now. 11 —at Kentucky 
Sept. 30 —Toledo Nov. 18 —at Tulsa 

Oc. 7 —East Carolina 


8. NORTHEAST LOUISIANA 
Offensive strengths: The Indians’ skill 
people are talented, but there aren't many of 
them. Wide receiver Stepfret Williams had 
four scoring catches of 50-plus yards last 


Continued 


BU ANINEOESTACN 


Will Notre Dame be 
only independent by '98? 


ike Tranghese, commissioner of 

the Big East Conference, has to 

be a pretty happy man these days. By 

wooing Notre Dame into the league for 

everything but football, he might just 

grab the biggest prize in college athlet- 
ics: Fighting Irish football. 

It may take a little while, and it isn'ta 

cinch, but given the recent frenzy of' inde 


Vidualists within a few years. At ne 
point, they may just have to find a home. 

By this time next year, there will be 
no more than seven teams without con- 
ference affiliation. Tulsa is headed to 
the WAC, North Texas is joining the 
Big West, and Louisville, Cincinnati, 
Memphis, Southern Miss and Tulane 
will join Houston in the football edition 
of the newly minted Conference USA. 

And there could be more. The Mid- 
American Conference will decide this 
summer whether to extend invitations to 
Army and Navy for all-sport or football- 
only membership. Central Florida, 
which nes on a shoul be 
snapped up quickly, to its attrac 
tive Orlando home. Alabama- 
Birmingham, which also moves to FA 
next year, eventually will become a mem- 
ber of Conference USA since it already is 
participating in every other sport. 

‘That would leave East Carolina and 
Northeast Louisiana as the only 
orphans besides Notre Dame. The 
Pirates have been turned down twice 
by the Big East because their 
Greenville, N.C., home doesn't provi 
the demographic pop the Big East 
desires, East Carolina also was frozen 
‘out of Conference USA thanks, in part, 
to the protestations of former Louisville 
coach Howard Schnellenberger, who 
didn't want to play more than five 
league games. But don't be surprised if 
East Carolina joins the league with 
Alabama-Birmingham, just for balance. 

Northeast Louisiana might not be so 
lucky because in-state rivals Louisiana 
Tech and Southwestern Louisiana may 
not want a third team from Cajun country: 
in the Big West. But the Indians aren't 
giving up and hope to find safe haven in 
the Big West or convince the Eastern 
members of that conference to break off 
and join it in an all-sports confederation 
that makes more geographic sense. 

If all that happens before the turn of 
the century, Notre Dame may have no 
choice but to ask for Big East member- 
ship in football. Nothing is guaranteed, 
but you can bet Tranghese is smiling. 
And cheering every time another inde- 
pendent finds a home. 

—MICHAEL BLUES 
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year and joins with improving quarterback 
Raymond Philyaw to form a potent passing 
combination. Three backs—Eric Foster, 
Pete Miles and Carson Fields—rushed for 
100 yards in a game last season. 

Offensive weaknesses: Holdover guards 
Orlando Bobo and Shawn Jenkins join a cast 
of newcomers, youngsters and unproven 
reserves on a shaky offensive front. 
Defensive strengths: Not many; the 
Indians allowed 450.6 yards and 34.9 points 
per game last year. Chad Nerenberg is the 
best ofa linebacking corps that was crippled 
by injury last year, while free safety Alonzo 
Hampton and cornerback Terrace Dunbar 
return to start in the secondary. 

Defensive weaknesses: The departure of 
relentless end Shawn King makes a weak 
line even more susceptible, while the sec- 
ondary will be filled with select newcomers 
and a group of guys rehabbing injuries. 
Special teams: Mike Yocca, who attempt- 
ed (and missed) one field-goal attempt last 
year, inherits the starting job after the loss 
of Roger Miller. Backup fullback Jason 
Pope (one punt for 36 yards two years ago) 
takes over the punting chores. A replace- 
ment is needed for departed return special- 
ist Kevin Washington. 

Key to success: The Indians must develop 
cohesion along both lines immediately. 
Outlook: Northeast’s second year in 
Division I-A shouldn't be much better than 
its first. The Indians visit big-time killers 
like Colorado, Auburn and Mississippi 
State, and they can attract only I-AA schools 
to Monroe, La. Coach Ed Zaunbrecher 
somehow kept the team’s spirits high last 
year and must continue to sell the future to 
his young players. Williams again will thrill 
fans with his long-distance receiving antics, 
and Philyaw has the potential to be a special 
quarterback. But the Indians are well below 
their FA brethren in overall talent and 


lepth. 
Coach Ed Zaunbrecher says: “We're 
going to be in a transition phase for three 
more years. That comes with trying to con- 
vert a program to where you build through 
young players. We're going to have the 
young guys play a lot for us, and eventually it 


will pay off.” 

INDIANS DATA 
Coach: Ed Zaunbrecher (3-8, 1 yea). 
1904 record: 3-8, 
Key losses: Rod Adams, DE; John Barbee, C; Conrad 
Clarks, FS; Emest Dison, CB; Shawn King, DE; Brian 
Lambert, P; Roger Miler, K; Ain Paschal, G; Damon Poage, 
LB; Chris Stortz, G; Lorenzo Wallace, OT; Kevin Washington, 
WR; Michael Watkins, WR. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (6): Orlando Bobo, G, 6-4/300, 
Sr; Erie Foster, FB, 6-0/228, Sr; Shawn Jenkins, G, 62274, 
‘Soph,; Raymond Philyaw, OB, 6-0'185, Je; Charles 
Randolph, TE, 6-2/265, Sx; Steptret Willams, SE, 6-2/170, 
St. Defense (5): Terrace Dunbar, CB, §-9/175, Sr; Alonzo 
Hampton, FS, 510/155, Jt; Chris Holjild, E/LB, 6-0'210, 
‘Soph; Chad Nerenberg, LB, 51/235, Je; Robert Smith, T, 
6-4/280, Sr. 


Other key returnees: James Boyet, TE, St; Carson Fielss, 
RB, Soph; Damien Foster, DE, Soph. (RSVacademics); 
Shawn Lang, DE/LB, Jr. (RS/academics); Bo Miles, LB, J. 
(AS); Pete Miles, RB, Sr; Jason Pope, PIFB, Jr; Shane 
Price, DT, Sophy; Mike Yocea, K, Sr. 

Returning statistical leaders: Eric Foster (107 at, 
447 yds., 97D); Passing: Phityaw (243 att, 131 comp.,7 INT, 
13 TD, 1,89 yes); Receiving: Willams (57 rec, 1,105 yds, 
10 TD); Tackle Nerenberg (73); Sacker: Price (2) 

Top newcomers: Julius Aicee, WR, Soph. (Prop 48); Steve 
Foley, TE, Soph. (Prop 48); Michael Hervey, OT, Soph. (JC); 
ayy sai 8 UC}: Meal Your, DB. (1) 
Site: Monroe, La. Stadium: Malone Stadium (30.427). 


‘SCHEDULE 
Sept. 2—at Fresno State Oct. 14 —at Nevada 
‘Sept. 9—Nicholis State Oct. 21 —Nortmestem St. 
Sept. 16 —al Colorado Oct. 28 —Central Florida 
Sept 23 —at Missouri Now. 4—at Aubum 
Sept 30 —at Mississippi State Nov. 11 —at Louise 
Oc. 7 —Troy State 


Offensive strengths: None, except for junior 
wide receiver Derrick Franklin, who caught 
45 of the 172 passes Tulane completed last 
season. But he got a lot of double coverage 
late in the season when it became apparent he 
was the Green Wave's only weapon. The 
same thing will happen this season. 
Offensive weaknesses: Where to start? 
How about the quarterback position, which 
accounted for 36 of Tulane’s 43 turnovers 
last season. The offense hinges on the 
development of redshirt freshman Matt 
Cammuso or true freshman Shaun King, 
but neither has played in a college game. 
Both were all-state performers in high 
school in Florida. 
Defensive strengths: Although small, the 
line showed improvement during the 
spring, specificially end Jeff Dean. The line- 
backing appears to be the strongest posi- 
tion on the team. 
Defensive weaknesses: Although it's not 
as bad as the offense, the defense is under- 
manned. It's not very big, very quick or 
very fast. The secondary constantly was 
burned last season. Mississippi State, 
which prefers the run, threw for 466 yards 
against the Green Wave last season. The 
defense spends too much time on the field 
because of the inept offense. 
Special teams: Redshirt freshman Brad 
Palazzo is expected to be the kicker, while 
tight end Danny Lasseigne will do double- 
duty as the punter. The Green Wave was 
13th in the nation in kickoff returns and 
wide receiver Jeff Liggon is the main man. 
Liggon set an NCAA record with 1,038 
yards on a record-tying 44 returns; expect 
him to get a lot of opportunities this season, 
too. Franklin is the punt returner. 
Keys to success: Tulane needs a huge infu- 
sion of talent before its September 2 opener 
against Maryland. But that’s not likely. The 
offense has to score more (it averaged 12.3 
points last year) and turn the ball over less. 
Outlook: Even with an easy schedule, 
Tulane’s prospects don't look good. A 2-9 or 
1-10 season is a safe bet, and the school's 
14th successive non-winning season appears 
imminent. Tulane doesn't possess the talent 
needed to compete in Division LA. 
Coach Buddy Teevens: “We need some of 
those young kids coming in to help us. And 
‘we have to eliminate hurting ourselves.” 
GREEN WAVE DATA 
‘Coach: Buddy Teevers (6-28, 3 years; 45-592 overall, 10 years) 
1994 record: 1-10 
Key losses: Bart Baldwin, K; Michael Smartt, LB; Mike Staid, 
FS; Kevin Tingley, FB: Keino Tumer, WR: Marcos Vela, DE. 
‘Starters returning: Otfense (9): Cyri Brockmeler, T, 67/234, 
J; Wil Carls, G, 65/284, de; Derick Frankin, WR, 6-074, 
t Cory Geason, T, 6-3/260, Soph.; Danny Lasseigne, TE/P, 6- 
2238, Sr.; Russ Meissner, C, 6-5/273, Jr; Danny Metzger, G, 
64/264, Jc; Jerald Sowell, RB, 6-1/230, Jr; Tracey Watts, QB, 
6-423, Sx. Defense (9): Cedric Anderson, CB, 6-0189, Sr; 
Keeth Cook, T, 64/242. Je; Jeff Dean, E, 6-2/236, St; Eljah 
Freeman, FS (moved from CB), 6-0/178, Jackson, 
LB, 61/230, Soph; Dwight Jones, DE (moved from LB), 6- 


Other key retumees: Monte Bute, LB, J; Ryan Deaton, DE, 
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‘Sc; Chris Dodd, G, J; Andre Goines, CB, Jr; Brad Hignight, 
LB, St; Tim Homirook, DE, Je; Todd Hunter, OT, Je; Shawn 
Jones, DT, Se; Je Liggon, WAVKR, J; Adam Moorhead, RB, 
‘Soph.; Joey Peny, RB, Sr; Thaddasus Prosper, DT, Jt. (retum- 
Ing from suspension); Steve Schuler, OT, Sr 

statistical leaders: Rushing: Sowell (156 att, 609 
yds, 3 TD); Passing: Watts (204 att, 91 comp, 12 INT, 4 TD, 
816 yds.) Receving: Franklin (45 rec. 450 yds,, 2 TD); 
TacKler: Cook (72); Sacker: Deaton (4.5) 
Top newcomers: Matt Cammuso, OB, Fr. (RS); Johnny 
Curis, LB, Sr. (RSMransfer-Mississippi Sate); Shaun King, 
8, Fr; Brad Palazzo, K, Fr (RS); Stanford White, RB, Fr 
(RS); OKie Woods, RB, Fr. 


Sept. 2 —Maryland Oct. 21 —at Texas Chestan 
Sept 9—Wake Forest Oct, 28 -SW Lousiana 
Sept. 16 —at Rice Nov. 4—al Louisville 
Sept. 30 —at S. Mississippi Nov. 11 Rutgers 

Oct 7 —at Nov. 18 —at Navy 

Oct. 14 —Memphis 


Offensive strengths: If Akili King can stay 
healthy, he can be one of the nation’s best full 
backs. He is joined in the backfield by talented 
halfbacks Steve Carpenter and Jeff Brizic. 
Guard Joel Davis anchors an experienced line, 
while tight end Ron Leshinski has started 22 
consecutive games. Ron Thomas and Leon 
Gantt are a strong wide receiver tandem. 
Offensive weaknesses: What is it with 
Army quarterbacks and knee injuries? When. 
he hurt his ACL during spring drills, Ronnie 
McAda became the fourth Cadets signal- 
caller to go down with a knee injury since 
1991. McAda is expected to be fine by fall, 
but another injury would leave the untested 
Charles Kean as Army’s option triggerman. 
Defensive strengths: The Cadets’ front 
three features veterans Adrian Calame and 
Al Roberts (moved from linebacker), while 
Colin Kearns looked good last year at nose- 
guard. The secondary, led by free safety 
Jim Cantelupe, is deep and talented. 
Defensive weaknesses: The graduation 
of inside stalwart Pat Work and Roberts’ 
move to the line has weakened the line- 
backing. Ben Kotwica is the only returning 
starter at the position. 
Special teams: Chris McQuillan, who 
showed promise as a kickoff man in '94, 
replaces Kurt Heiss as the kicker. The punt- 
ing job is wide open, with Kevin Frosch and 
Scot Lord the top candidates. The Army 
kick-return game needs improvement. 
Outlook: Three I-AA opponents (Lehigh, 
Colgate, Bucknell) are welcome oases on a 
schedule that includes Duke, Washington, 
Notre Dame and Boston College before 
Halloween. If Coach Bob Sutton can get his 
quarterback situation settled, the Cadets 
should score some points, but he'll need to 
develop the linebackers quickly. 
Coach Bob Sutton says: “The thing you 
have to do here is win the close ones. We 
had four games last year that we lost by a 
combined 15 points. We have to find a way to 
win those games. We don't think we're quite 
as far away from success as it might appear.” 
CADETS DATA 
Coach: Bob res (19-25, 4 years). 
1994 record: 4- 
Key losses: ates Chun, CB; Josh Freeman, G; Kurt Heiss, 
K; Mark Houston, P; Dondra Jol, SE; Jon Kerr, DT; Gavin 
Lawrence, OT; Eric Oliver, LB; Joe Ross, FB; Kevin Vaughn, 
RB; Pat Work, LB. 
Starters returning: Offense (5): Bill Bai, T, 63272, St; 
Joel Davis, G, 6-4/290, Sr; Ron Leshinski, TE, 6-3/245, Jt; 
Ronnie McAda, OB, 64/198, Jk; Ed Stover, G, 6-4/275, Sr. 
Defense (7): Adsian Calame, T, 6-1/260, St; Jim Cantelupe, 


FS, 6.0/195, S¢; Garland Gay, DB, 5-10/190, Je; Coin 
Keams, NG, 6-1/260, Je; Ben Kotwica, LB, 6-0/206, Jc; 
Abdulah Muhammad, DB, 5-11/185, St; Ray Tomasits, SS, 
62/198, Sr. Kickers: Nong. 

Other key returnees: Jet Brzic, RB, Jc; Stove Carpenter, 
RB, Sc; Bil Dout, LB, St; Kevin Frosch, Pdr; Leon Gantt, 
SE, Sx. (RS); Chris Gedwed, LB, Je; Charles Kean, OB, Jt; 
Axil King, FB, Sr; Scot Lord P, Soph. Chris McQuillan, K, 
Soph.; Al Roberts, DT (moved from LB), Sr.; Ron Thomas, 
SSE, Jt; Brian Tucker, LB, St (injured during spring). 

Returning statistical leaders: ¢ McAda (105 att, 
543 yds,, 2 TD); Passing: McAda (99 at, 51 comp., 4 INT, 3 
TD, 618 yds.); Receiving: Thomas (23 rec., 244 yds., 0 TD); 
Tacker: Cantelupe (99); Sacker: Calame, Roberts (2) 

‘Top newcomers: None. 

Site: West Point, NY. Stadium: Michie Stadium (39,929), 


‘SCHEDULE 

‘Sept, 9 Lehigh Oct. 28 Colgate 
Sept 16 —Duke Nov, 4—East Carolina 
‘Sept 23 at Washington Nov. 11 —at A Force 
‘Sept. 30 —Rice Nov. 18 —Bucknell 
Oct. 14—Notre Dame Dec. 2—Navy 

(at East Rutherford, Nl) (at Philadelphia) 
Oct.21—at Boston College 


11. NORTH TEXAS 
Offensive strengths: Running back Hut 
Allred gave the Eagles a much-needed shot 
in the arm last year. Sophomore Bo Harrison 
also figures big in North Texas’ plans. Wide 
receiver Troy Redwine was an All-Southland 
Conference selection last year. 

Offensive weaknesses: The loss of all- 
time leading passer Mitch Maher hurts a 
lot. Sophomore Jason Mills, the son of line- 
backers coach Chuck Mills, is the most 
experienced quarterback. But he played in 
only two games last year. 

Defensive strengths: Willis Hudson, an All- 
SLC selection at end, returns along with 
senior tackle Shane McLaughlin, who missed 
all of last season with a knee injury. Three 
linebackers—Benny Cherry, who holds 
down the middle, and outside men Justin Ray 
and Brett Renfro—should help until the line 
stabilizes. Cornerback Gerald Farley and 
safety Lorenza Washington are solid. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Eagles have to 
replace two starters in the secondary and 
almost their entire line with largely untested 
players. They're high on lineman Scott 
Murphy, a transfer from Fresno City College. 
Special teams: The Eagles are in good 
shape. Kicker Jeff Graham is the team’s lead- 
ing returning scorer and punter Toby Gowin 
is solid. The kickoff and punt returning 
should be decent, but nothing 

Keys to success: Maturity, and luck. North 
‘Texas is moving up from Division FAA and 
has an ambitious schedule. 

Outlook: The Eagles aren't likely to soar 
very high. Their recruiting class was rela- 
tively small physically, and they didn’t sign 
any Top 100 recruits in the state. But nobody 
expects Coach Matt Simon to take the team 
to a bowl game this year, anyway. The key is 
to be as good as possible now while readying 
for {he move to the Big West Conference in 
1996. 

Coach Matt Simon says: “We're just 
going to try to do the things we did last year 
alittle better.” 


EAGLES DATA 
Coach: Matt Simon (7-441, 1 yeat)- 
1994 record: 7-41 (lost in 1st round of FAA playots to Boise 
State), Southland: 5-0-1/1st 
Key losses: Anthony Bridges, S; avid Brown, WR: Greg Hirsch, 
(OL; ofr Luke, DL; Mich Maher, OB; Dit Markham, CB; Greg 
Price, G; Luis Siva, TE; Brad Smith, OL; Stan Thomas, DL 
Starters returning: Offense (4): Jetf Bowles, L, 63/277, 


Soph; Troy Redwine, WR, 60/180, Sc; Brian Smith, WR, 
5-11/165, St; Rober Waddle, L, 6-9/270, Soph. Defense (6): 
Benny Cherry, LB, 6-1/209, Jc; Gerald Farley, CB, 5-9/180, 
Sr; Wills Hudson, E,6-1/259, Sc; Justin Ray, LB, 61233, 
-&; Brett Renfro, LB, 60217, Soph; Lorenza Washington, S, 
62/192, Sr. Kickers (2): Toby Gowin, P,5-10/150, Jc; Jet 
Graham, K, 63/224, J 

Other key retumees: Hut Aled, RB, Soph; Tory Castilo, 
CVG, Jr; Rodney Hall, TE, St.; Bo Hamison, RB, Soph.; Clay 
Jennings, DL. Sc; Verts McKinney, WR, St; Shane 
MeLaughin, DT, Sx (RS/knee); Jason Mis, OB, Soph; 
elon Wilson, DB, Sx; Avery Wright, DB, Jr. 

Retuming statistical leaders: Rushing: Aled (59 att, 255 
yds. 1 TD); Passing: Mis (25 att, 14 comp., 3 INT, 1 7D, 
115 yds); Receiving: Redwine (49 rec., 811 yds.,7 TD); 
‘Tackler: Hudson (81); Sacker: Hudson (14.5) 

Top newcomers: Aaron Grinstead, DL, Jr. (JC); Scott 
May DL, ut. (IC); Damon West, OB, Fr. (RS). 


Texas. Stadium: Fouts Field (30,500), 
‘SCHEDULE 

Sept. 2 —at Missouri Oct, 14 —Ala-Birmingham 

Sept. 9 —Kansas Oct. 21 —at Louisiana St 
(at ving, Texas) Oct. 28 —at Alabama 

Sept 16 —Oregon State Now. 4 —at UNLV. 

Sept. 23 —at Oklahoma Nov. 11 —idaho State 

Oct. 7 —at Nevada Nov. 18 —at Louisville 


Offensive strengths: New Coach Charlie 
Weatherbie, who comes from Utah State, 
thinks the spread option offense that coordi- 
nator Paul Johnson brought with him from 
Hawaii should boost an anemic offense that 
produced just 55.7 rushing yards and 17.1 
points per game. Guard Alex Domino leads a 
line that returns four starters, while backs 
Omar Nelson and Patrick McGrew were 
impressive in spring drills. 

Offensive weaknesses: Weatherbie isn't 
sure who will trigger the new offense. Ben 
Fay, Eddie Buckles and Chris McCoy are 
candidates, but only Fay has taken a varsity 
snap. And though there's experience on the 
line, the Middies allowed 36 sacks last year. 
Defensive strengths: Weatherbie likes his 
defensive front, which includes All-East 
candidate Andy Person (four sacks in '94) 
at end. Fernando Harris recovered three 
fumbles last year from his outside line- 
backer spot, and cornerback Joe Speed and 
strong safety Andy Thompson are reliable 
holdovers in the secondary. 

Defensive weaknesses: The Middies 
allowed 36.3 points and 408.6 yards per 
game last year even with guys like Person, 
Harris, Speed and Thompson around. Navy 
lacks size up front (no returning defender 
weighs more than 255 pounds) and isn’t 
blessed with much speed, either. 

Special teams: Both punter Brian Schrum 
(40.1-yard average) and kicker Ryan 
Bucchianeri (4 of 8 on field-goal attempts) 
are back, but Navy needs to find new return 
men and find a way to prevent a repeat of 
‘94, when three punts were blocked. 

Keys to success: Weatherbie must find 
the right triggerman for his demanding 
offense, solidify the shaky offensive line 
and find a way to prevent teams from over- 
powering the light Midshipmen along the 
defensive front. 

Outlook: Weatherbie says the players need 
a serious attitude adjustment before Navy 
can win again. He is right. But Navy also 
must upgrade its overall speed, find 
stronger linemen and realize that service 
academy discipline and sense of purpose 
aren't enough to win on the FA level. 
Coach Charlie Weatherbie says: “To me, 
Navy has a great sense of tradition that can 
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Outside | linebacker Femando Harris is a ic 
player for Navy's outmanned defense. 


be brought back. The school won a nation- 
al championship in 1925 (actually 1926) and 
has had two Heisman winners. Navy hasn’t 
been real good the last 12 years, but I see 
this as an opportunity to gain back some of 
the tradition and respect.” 
MIDSHIPMEM DATA 

Coach: Chariie Weatherbie (1st yoar, 15-19 overall, 3 years). 
1994 record: 3-8. 
Key losses: Damon Dixon, WR; Shane Halloran, LB; Chris 
Hast, CB; Kevin Hickman, TE; Jim Kubiak, QB; Tom Neville, 
DT; Travis Salley, DE; Dean Wakeham, OT. 
‘Starters returning: Offense (7): Alex Domino, G, 6-4/294, 
Sr; Erasto Jackson, T, 6-2/260, J; Bryce Minamyer, G, 6 
2/264, St; Omar Nalson, RB, 5-9/223, Je; Matt Soomavacchi, 
WR, 5-10/185, Sr. Garrett Smith, C, 6-9/260, Sr; Monty 
Wilkams, RB, 5-10/225, Sr. Defense (7): Gervy Alota, FS, 5- 
11/185, Soph, Cit Bruce, LB, 6-0/233, Jr; Mark Hammond, 
7, 63243, Sr; Femando Harris, LB, 617215, Sr; Andy 
Parson, E, 6-4/241, Sr; Joe Speed, CB, 6-1/190, Sr; Andy 

$5, 6-0/210, Sr. Kickers (2): Ryan Bucchianer, 


Roturning statistical leaders: Rushing: Willams (74 att, 
215 yds, 7 TD); Passing: Fay (11 att, 5 comp, 0 INT, OTD, 

45 yds); Receiving: Scomavacchi (22 rec., ee 37D); 

Tackler: Thompson (112); Sacker: Hammond (6). 

‘Top newcomers: Sean Andrews, CB, Soph; John Gainey, G, Soph. 
Site: Annapois, Md. Stadium: Navy-Marne Corps Stadium 


(30,000). 

SCHEDULE 
Sopt 9 —at SMU ‘Oct. 21 —Vitanova 
Sept. 16 —at Rutgers Nov. 4 —at Notre Dame 
‘Sept. 23 Wake Forest Now. 11 —Delaware 
Sopt. 30 —at Duke Nov. 18 —Tulano 
Oct. 7—ViginiaTech Dec. 2—Amy 
Oct. 14 —Air Force (at Philadelphia) 


Writers contributing to this preview were 
Michael Bradley, freetance writer (Army, Navy, 
Northeast Louisiana, Notre Dame and Tulsa); 
Rick Bozich, Louisville (Ky) CourierJournal 
(Louisville); Tim Doherty, Hattiesburg (Miss.) 
American (Southern Mississippi); John Fay, 
Cincinnati. Enquirer (Cincinnati); Mike 
Grizard, Greenville (N.C) Daily Reflector 
(East Carolina); Ron Higgins, Memphis 
(Tenn.) Commercial Appeal (Memphis); Trey 
Tles, New Orleans Times-Picayune (Tulane); 
and Chris Perkins, Dallas Morning News 
(North Texas). 
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USTED STATES RAVAL ACADEMY 


. SCOUTING THE INDEPENDENTS 


Ascending: East Carolina. Last season's 
Liberty Bowl loss to Illinois notwithstand- 
ing, the young Pirates are on the rise. 
Nineteen starters and 46 lettermen return 
to a program that was floundering because 
of injuries and youth just three years ago. 
Quarterback Marcus Crandell is one of the 
top young passers in the country, and 
Coach Steve Logan is doing some impres- 
sive resume-building. Why no conference 
wants this program is somewhat confusing. 
Descending: North Texas. The Eagles are 
excited about their jump to Division L-A this 
year, but the thrills of playing big-time ball 
should be erased quickly. Last year’s 
Southland Conference champs will be 
lucky to win three games in 1995. The road 
to lA respectability will be long and painful. 
Nightmare schedule: Northeast Louisiana. 
A few more seasons like this and the Indians 
will be able to retire the trophy. Although 
they don't start the season with four road 
games (like last year), they do visit Colorado, 
Mississippi State and Auburn. Trips to 
Fresno State, Missouri, Nevada and 
Louisville won't be easy, either. 

Dream schedule: Louisville. If the Cardinals 
don't win at least seven games, something's 
wrong. Their ‘95 opponents were a combined 
51-71-1 last year, and only North Carolina 
won more than six FA games. Check out 
November: Tulane, Northeast Louisiana and 
North Texas visit. Thanksgiving comes early 
with those turkeys. 

Best matchup of the year: Notre Dame 
at Ohio State, September 30. When these 
teams first met in 1935, the Irish pulled 
one of their biggest upsets. Down 13-0 in 
the fourth quarter, Notre Dame used the 
heroics of Andy Pilney and Bill 
Shakespeare to pull out an 18-13 victory. 
‘The Irish won the next year, too (7-2), but 
the teams haven't met since. 

Worst matchup of the year: Northeast 
Louisiana at Auburn, November 4. Instead 
of putting out a line, oddsmakers should 


Receiver Derrick Mayes’ talents should help 
lead to an enjoyable season for Notre Dame. 


HONOR ROLL 


RANKING THE RECRUITING 


1, Notre Dame, (Best recruit: LB Kory Minor). Minor, 


(Army and Navy don't announces their incoming 
players.) 


establish an over-under for how many 
school records the Tigers will break. 
Shocker of the year: East Carolina over 
Illinois, September 23. Sure, the Illini 
ripped them in the Liberty Bowl, but the 
Pirates are a year older. And wiser. And the 
Illinois defense is not quite as formidable. 
Bowl bound: Even if Notre Dame were 
to win only two games, some bow] would 
find a way to skirt the NCAA rules and 
invite the Irish to play. Louisville has a 
cushy schedule, and if it doesn't play in a 
bowl, something is wrong. East Carolina 
should qualify for the Liberty Bowl again. 
Biggest shoes to fill: Howard 
Schnellenberger’s. Say what you want 
regarding his proclamations about win- 
ning a national championship at Louisville, 
but Schnellenberger revitalized the pro- 
gram. Now it's up to new Coach Ron 
Cooper to sustain things. With a 50,000- 
seat on-campus stadium scheduled for 
1997, he has little margin for error. 

Most underrated player: East Carolina 
linebacker Mark Libiano. All he did last year 
was make 135 tackles (13 behind the line), 
knock down seven passes and force one fum- 
ble. He had 21 tackles against Tulsa alone. 
Most overrated player: Notre Dame 
quarterback Ron Powlus. Calm down, 
Irish fans. There's no way Powlus could 
live up to the expectations that accompa- 
nied him as he entered into one of college 
football's most high-profile positions. 
Powlus is a good quarterback who will get 
much better, but he isn’t a savior (no one 
is) and should be allowed time to develop. 
Best head coach; Lou Holtz, Notre 
Dame. He is a master motivator, and he 


may have no peer when it comes to game- 
day abilities. 

Best coaching staff: Notre Dame. Bob 
Davie (defensive coordinator) and Bob 
Chmiel (recruiting coordinator/tight 
ends coach) are perhaps the best in the 
country at what they do, 

Coach on the hot seat: Buddy Teevens, 
Tulane. Teevens is 6-28 in three seasons 
at Tulane, including 1-10 last year, With 
games against Wake Forest, Rice, 
stern Louisiana and Navy on this 
edule, the Green Wave should 
ames. If it doesn't, the already- 
oppressive New Orleans climate could 
heat up a little for Buddy. 

Best bets: Holtz will vehemently 
defend the school's decision to play all 
three service academies this season. . . . 
East Carolina quarterback Marcus 
Crandell will throw five touchdown passes 
in a game. . . . New Memphis Coach Rip 
Scherer will not send a thank-you note to for- 
mer Tigers mentor Chuck Stobart, a Bo 
Schembechler disciple, for scheduling a trip to 
have one of the nation’s top giveaway/takeaway 
ratios... Northeast Louisiana wide receiver 
Stepfret Williams will have at least two 
touchdown catches of more than 50 yards. 
Odds and ends: East Carolina has 
signed a deal with ESPN that gives the 
cable network exclusive rights to Pirates 
home games from 1996-2000. The school 
is guaranteed eight broadcasts on ESPN 
or ESPN2 during the contract... .. North 
Texas used the lure of Texas Stadium to 
entice Kansas to Dallas for the Eagles’ 
inaugural home game in Division I-A. . . . 
A winning season by Memphis would be 
the Tigers’ fourth in a row, something 
that hasn't happened since 1973-77. 
Notre Dame takes a two-year break 


m 


playing Michigan and Michigan State, 
replacing those traditional rivals with 
Ohio State and Texas. 

—MICHAEL BRADLEY 


i 


East Carolina linebacker Mark Libiano made 135 
tackles last season and is one of the nation’s best. 
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~ recruiting like never before! Our nationally acclaimed publication is 
subscribed to by hundreds of colleges nationwide and has been 
featured in USA Today, ESPN, Sporting News, Football News- 
Basketball Weekly, Athlon, Lindy’s, National radio programs and 
hundreds of major newspapers from coast to coast as the leading 
expert in college recruiting. 

. If you like College Football, you'll Love BLUECHIP ILLUSTRATED! 
RTC Mii Bel iolous ihe nation’s Top 1s00 high school and JUGO prospects 
from preseason to signing day, complete with All-America and 
All-Regional selections, player profiles, college choices, photos and 
much, much, more! 


“BLUECHIP ILLUSTRATED is not only a great magazine 
for the recruiting fan, it is also a valuable recruiting aid 
for college coaches!” 

Joe Hubbard, Recruiting Coord., USC Football 


“BLUECHIP ILLUSTRATED is our bible for college recruiting”! 
Jerry Vailancourt, ESPN Sports 


For HOT, Up -To-The-Minute 
Recruiting News Call... 


1-900-7RECRUIT 


(900-773-2784) $1.59 per min., must be 18 yrs. or older 
BCI Has released over 1,000 
Verbal Committals in each of the pust 
four years before National Signing Day! 


Bonus Report on your 


YES, please send me your 1995-96 Recruiting Package and 
my FREE Favorite College Bonus Report for only $59! 


5 Action-Packed & Exciting 
Issues for 1995-96: 


#1 Pre-Season Report (Aug) 
#2 Post-Season Report (Nov) 


Name: 


Address: 


City: St: 


#3 Recruiting Kick-Off (Dec) 

#4 Pre-Signing Date Issue (Jan) 

#5 Recruiting Re-Cap Issue (Mar) 
Bonus! Special JUCO Review in Issue #2! 


Zip: Favorite College: 


Please Send To: BLUECHIP ILLUSTRATED 
22704 Ventura Blvd., Woodland Hills, CA 91364 


BLUECHIP ILLUSTRATED takes you inside college football 


Super recruit Kevin Faulk raises spirits 
of LSU fans by staying in his home state 


By WILLIAM WEATHERS 


he persistent thunderstorm out- 
side Pete's Sports Cafe in 
Lafayette, La., had finally ceased. 
And the cheers that once filled the 
place were nothing more than a memory. 

Attired in a purple pullover LSU sweat- 
shirt, Kevin Faulk decided to call it a day. 
But this wi just any day. 

Not for Faulk, the 5-foot-10, 195-pound All- 
America running back from nearby 
Carencro (La.) High who had just publicly 
announced his commitment to LSU, nor the 
hundreds of diehard Tigers fans who had 
turned January 24 into a purple-and-gold hol- 
iday. Mardi Gras still was several weeks 
away, but the atmosphere at Pet 
seded that generated by any carnival 

“We're treating this like a home game,” 
one LSU fan said, 

To understand such fervor, you have to 
know the recent history of LSU football. 
Tigers faithful have endured six consecu- 
tive losing seasons—the longest drought in 
school history—so they hang their collec- 
tive breath on any possible solution to their 
team’s lingering difficulties. 

A year earlier, Josh Booty, a star quarter- 
back at Evangel Christian Academy in 
Shreveport, La., signed with LSU. But 
Booty, regarded by some as the country's 
top prep prospect, opted for baseball before 
ever taking a snap at LSU. He signed a 
lucrative contract with the Florida Marlins, 
officially ending the dreams of Tigers fans. 

Faulk, perhaps the nation’s top recruit in 
"95, didn't disappoint the LSU faithful. 

“The last month heated up a bit, but I took 
it all in stride,” he said. “I didn’t let anything 
get to my head, or anybody on the side get 
to me. It was rarely easy at times to handle.” 

Faulk was a bit under the weather at 
Pete's after a week of traveling (he took his 
final three official visits—to LSU, Florida 
State and Florida—in the same week) and a 
case of chicken pox. 

“The last week, people were telling me it 
would heat up even more than it was the 
last month,” he said later. “But I caught the 
chicken pox, so I wasn't able to go to school 
and didn't receive phone calls. So it wasn’t 
really that bad. I probably wouldn't have 
been able to go to class at all that week had 
Treceived all of the phone calls.” 

The week leading up to National Signing 
Day (February 1) was an eventful one for 
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Faulk, 17, who became a father the morn- 
ing he returned from his visit to Florida. 
Because of an expected media crush, he 
decided to announce his college choice at 
Pete's, a sports bar whose proprietor, 
Preston Guidry, had no idea what was 
about to take place—or which school Faulk 
would choose. 

Hoping for the best, LSU fans traveled 


supporter Larry Aycock said. “To see a 
Louisiana player of 1 iber stay home 
and play for us is gre (Former LSU 
coach) Paul Dietzel and Charlie 
McClendon went to major bowl games and 
even won a national championship by sign- 
ing such Louisiana talents as Billy Cannon, 
Tommy Casanova and Bert Jones.” 

One particularly interested viewer was 


As LSU fans tailgated in the parking lot of Pete's Sports Cafe in Lafayette, La., a horde of media 
gathered inside to hear Carencro (La.) High star running back Kevin Faulk commit to the Tigers. 


from all parts of the state to witness Faulk’s 
announcement. A tailgate party began at 7 
a.m., and five television stations were there 
to televise the event. 

“When Kevin chose LSU, he lifted the 
spirits of every Tiger fan,” longtime LSU 
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Gerry DiNardo, the Tigers’ new coach, 
who was watching the drama unfold just an 
hour down Interstate-10 in Baton Rouge. 
“I'm in my office watching this and I can’t 
believe it,” said DiNardo, who spoke with 
Faulk on a cellular phone just minutes after- 


ward. “I put the TV on and I see all of these 
people. It was a great day for us.” 

Ina brief, prepared statement, Faulk gave 
thanks to many people, including 
DiNardo’s predecessor, Curley Hallman, 
and Larry Edmondson, the former LSU 
assistant who laid the groundwork of 
Faulk’s recruitment. 

Hallman had signed Carencro’s top player 
the previous three years, and while NCAA 
regulations prohibited him from talking 
about Faulk, there was little doubt Hallman 
coveted him since the day in 1992 that then- 
sophomore Faulk quarterbacked the 
Golden Bears to their first state title. Faulk 
led Carencro to a 28-27 overtime victory 
against Neville for the Class 5A title and 
earned Most Valuable Player honors. 

“He helped draw the community closer 
together,” Carencro assistant coach Tony 
Courville said, “At the state finals, they had 
people who used to be enemies that were 
pulling together.” 

Faulk’s legend continued to grow during 
his junior and senior seasons, By the time 
his high school career ended, he owned 17 
school records, including rushing yards 
(4,877), rushing touchdowns (62) and total 


touchdowns (89). He also used his spectac- 
ular running ability and 4.35 speed to ter- 
rorize opponents on kick returns. 

As a senior in 1994, Faulk rushed for 
1,870 yards and 23 touchdowns in 11 games 
while leading Carencro to its third consecu- 
tive district championship. The Golden 
Bears were 32-5 during Faulk’s three-year 
career, a career in which he totaled 7,612 


all-purpose yards 
and intercepted 11 
passes in cameo 
appearances as a 
defensive back. 

Yet whenever possi- 
ble, Faulk was more 
than willing to relin- 
quish the spotlight 
and share his good 
fortune with others. 

“Tm proud to have 
a lot of records,” he 
said. “But I owe that 
all to the offensive 
line, the defense and 
our coaching staff. 
We just played hard 
on the field.” 

Faulk was featured 
on ESPN's Scholastic 
Sports America be- 
fore last season and 
was honored by 
Parade _ magazine, 
USA Today and 
Reebok after it, mak- 
ing those respective 
All-America teams. 
He also was chosen 
as the Atlanta 
Touchdown Club’s 
Offensive Player of 
the Year. Faulk can 
expect to also be in 
the limelight at LSU, 
as he likely will be on 
the field early in the 
Tigers’ season-open- 
er at Texas A&M on 
September 2. 

Faulk, who saw a 


LSU, which has endured a school-record six straight losing sea- 
‘sons, figures to look to Kevin Faulk for immediate help. If he gets 
significant playing time, he'll have a chance to become one of the 
‘SEC's greatest freshman rushers. Following is a list of the SEC’s 
Top 10 first-year ground-gainers: 


number of Carencro | PLAYER, SCHOOL YARDS _YEAR 
famines secret 1. Herschel Walker, Georgia 1,616 1980 
tans, Houck 2. Emmitt Smith, Florida 1,341 1987 
approach when it 3, James Stewart, Tennessee 939-1991 
came to his recruit- 4, Moe Williams, Kentucky 928 1993 
ment. He trimmed | 5, Dalton Hilliard, LSU 901 + 1982 
his list of prospective 6. Rodney Hampton, Georgia 890 ~=—-:1987 
schools to 10 before | 7, Fred Taylor, Florida 873 1994 
Bt whittled ittofive | 8 Tony Green, Florida 856-1974 
midway through the | _% Emict Rhett, Florida 845 1990 
year. He took his 10. Bo Jackson, Auburn 829 1982 


first trip, to Notre 


Dame, in December. 

“I realized when I got to Notre Dame I 
wouldn't be able to go too far away from 
home,” Faulk said. “I mean, my mom and 
dad were with me and I was still missing 
home. I'm not ashamed to say it... . I'ma 
mama's boy and I didn’t want to go too far 
from home.” 

Dennis Erickson’s departure eliminated 
Miami, leaving Faulk with his last three 
trips, which he lumped together in the 
same week. After a visit to LSU, Faulk and 
his family piled into their car and headed 
east for trips to Florida State and Florida. 
But for Faulk, the decision became clearer 
by the mile. 

“I really knew where I wanted to go about 
three weeks before I even visited LSU,” 
he said. “I really didn't need to visit. I just 
knew it” 


DiNardo was keenly aware of what Faulk 
meant to his first LSU recruiting class. Less 
than an hour after the news conference 
introducing him as the Tigers’ new coach in 
December, he was off to visit Faulk. 

“Tve never been involved with a kid who 
captured so many people's attention,” 
DiNardo said. “It was on the news live, peo- 
ple were tailgating outside. It’s a first for 
me, but I don’t think it will be the last.” 

Faulk doesn't let all the talk go to his head. 

“I don't think I'm going to be a savior,” he 
said. “I'd be a great asset to them. Football 
is not a one-man thing . . . especially not in 
the SEC. It’s going to take a team effort to 
bring LSU to where it used to be. But I'm 
ready for that challenge.” 


William Weathers is a sportswriter for the 
Lafayette (La.) Advertiser. 
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HE SPORTING NEWS PRIME PROSPECTS 


‘Tae Sporn News asked five top recruiting “gurus” to provide lists of the top seniors at each position. We have compiled 
ayer Is considered one of the nation’s best by that recrulting analyst. 


one “master” list. The players are listed alphabetically 


by position. 
KEY: BE—BIll Buchalter; TL—Tom Lemming; GW—G&W Recruiting Service; BC—Bluechip Illustrated; NA—Nalional Recrulting Advisor. 
14 
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ABOUT THE ‘GURUS’ 


el ‘Schaumburg, IL 60193, or call 708-893- 


Bill Buchalter, a sportswriter for the Orlando 
‘Sentinel, publishes the Bill Buchalter Re 


Newsletter, which isin its 10th year of publication. 


G&W Recruiting, in its 10th year of publication, 


To subscribe, mail inquiries to 344 East Hillcrest is published by Phil Grosz. To subscribe, mail 

St, Altamonte Springs, FL 32701. inquiries to P.O. Box 2021, Sanatoga, PA 19464, or 
Tom Lemming publishes Tom Lanning’ call 610-326-3750. Ls 

Football Report, which is in its 16th year of pedi BluechipIustrated is published by Jet Duva 

Cation, To subscribe, mail inquiries to 1104 and edited by Rick Kimbrel; is in its 13th year of 
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iblication. To subscribe, mail inquiries to 22704 
fentura Blvd., Woodland Hills, CA 91364, or call 
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Nati sruiting Advisor, in its fourth year 
‘of publication, is published by Ken Greenberg and 
edited by Bobby Burton and Robert Williams. To 
subscribe, mail inquiries to P.O. Box 26825, Austin, 
TX 78755, of call 512-459-7000. 
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ON THE MOVE: Hotshot quarterback 
Chris Redman hasn't played a down of col- 
lege football, but he already has caused 
some controversy. 

Redman, from Louisville, Ky. signed with 
Tlinois on February 1. On February 2, Illinois 
Coach Lou Tepper announced that offensive 
coordinator Greg Landry would not be return- 
ing to his staff. Wait a minute, said Redman 
and his father/coach, Bob: Landry was the 
main reason Chris signed with the Illini. 

Usually, though, student/athletes like 
Redman are stuck. The letter of intent is 
signed by the athlete, his parents and the 
university's athletic director. It states—in 
a doublelined rectangular box for empha- 
sis—that the athlete signs “with the insti- 
tution.” It further states that, “If the coach 
leaves the institution or the sports pro- 
gram, I remain bound by the provisions of 
this (commitment).” 

In this case, Tepper agreed to release 
Redman from his letter of intent. Still, Redman 
had to appeal to the Collegiate Conferences 
Association for a waiver. In somewhat ofa sur- 
prise move—likely because Tepper gave his 
“blessing’—a fivemember CCA committee 
ruled in Redman's favor. 

Had the committee not ruled in 
Redman’s favor, he still could have gone 
elsewhere—but he would have lost a year 
of eligibility. He ended up signing with 
Oklahoma and its new coach, Howard 
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THE NUMBERS GAME: At Syracuse, 
No. 44 is the No. 1 choice of running backs 
who yearn to be special. 

How meaningful is No. 44 to the 
Orangemen? Consider the university 
changed its zip code from 13210 to 13244. 
And in 1988, when the school changed 
phone systems, the exchange was 
switched from 423 to 443. 

The fervor for 44 started with Jim 
Brown, who wore the number while earn- 
ing AllAmerica honors from 1954-56. 
Since Brown has left campus, nine players 
have opted to wear 44 in hopes of living up 
to the legacy. But few have succeeded. 

Ernie Davis (195961) and Floyd Little 
(1964-66) proved worthy of the double-digit, 
and Michael Owens (1987-89) enjoyed suc- 
cess. But most of Brown's followers have 
fallen short of the expectations. 

But that didn't stop incoming freshman 
Rob Konrad from opting to don the num- 
ber. Konrad, a 6-foot-3, 230-pound fullback 
from St. John’s Prep School in Danvers, 
Mass., hopes the expectations of wearing 
No. 44 don’t wear him down like they did 
Tom Stephens, Bill Schoonover, Rich 
Panczyszyn, Mandel Robinson, Glenn 
Moore and Terry Richardson. Stay tuned. 

FIGHTING BACK: After taking a beat- 
ing (at least by its standards) on the field last 
fall, Notre Dame whipped everyone in 
recruiting and was crowned mythical nation- 
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on the West Coast (Kory Minor of 
LaPuente, Calif.) and the best linebacker 
in the Southwest (Jimmy Friday of Fort 
Bend, Texas). But they didn't stop there. 

‘They also signed two of the top offensive 
linemen in the nation in Mike Rosenthal of 
Penn High in Mishawaka, Ind., and Tim 
Ridder of Creighton Prep in Omaha, Neb. 
But wait—there’s more. Notre Dame also 
signed Randy Moss, a wide receiver from 
DuPont High (Belle, W.Va.) who has been 
compared to Michael Irvin, and Jerry 
Wisne of Jenks (Okla.) High, one of the 
nation’s top defensive linemen. 

GATOR FLIP-FLOP: While Florida 
State was the beneficiary of one oral de- 
commitment by a top recruit, the Seminoles 
were hurt by another. 

Dan Kendra, the top high school quarter- 
back prospect in the nation, signed with 
Florida State after originally committing to 
Penn State. But defensive lineman Reggie 
McGrew, generally considered one of the top 
three defensive linemen in the nation, signed 
with Florida after committing to FSU. 

‘What made McGrew’s situation so intrigu- 
ing is that his father, Taylor, who also was 
his high school coach at Lafayette County 
High in Mayo, Fla., is an FSU alum. In addi- 
tion, Reggie didn't make an official recruit- 
ing visit to Florida. But Reggie did make a 
number of unofficial visits to Gainesville, 
which is about 60 miles southeast of Mayo. 


Schnellenberger. Schnellenberger also al champion by every talent-rating guru. UF has to be hoping that Reggie is as good a 
signed another highly touted quarterback ‘The Fighting Irish, 6-5-1 in 1994, signed player as the most famous Lafayette County 
in Justin Fuente of Tulsa, Okla. the player considered the best linebacker High grad—ex Gators quarterback Kerwin Bell. 
WHERE THE TOP PLAYERS SIGNED = (um 
1. Notre Dame 
2. Florida 
3. Florida State 
4. Auburn 
5. Texas A&M 
6. Penn State 
or 7. Nebraska 
4 Dayon MeCitcheen 0B a H He 
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10, Feber McOuates 08 S160 Tulsa Onta/Mstingon “Okuma SL _ 20. Bandon Haus _OL_ $6280 _ Kay, Terao Tees 10, Michigan 
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The Ultimate In Recruiting Information... 


Tom Lemming's 
je \ze) Football Report 


Starting August 1st... 


Now In It’s Fifteenth Year 


For all the latest on the nation’s top prep stars call: 


1-900-860-9888 


The Prep Football Report (PFR) 
gives college coaches and college 
football fans the most accurate, up-to- 
date and insightful information on all 
of the nation’s top prep football stars. 

Tom Lemming, the country's leading 
prep football recruiting analyst, per- 
sonally interviews the nation’s top 800 
Players to gain direct knowledge of 
their strengths and weaknesses. PFR 
gives you detailed player information 
with insights, stats, photos and college 
choices. 


Pre-Season Issues 1, 2, and 3 

A complete profile of the top 1,000 
players nationally with complete biogra- 
phies and photos of the top players. 
Post Season Issue 4 (Mid Jan.) 

lists the All-American and All-Area Teams 
chosen by the nation’s top college coach- 
es and a look at the nation’s top 1,000 
Prep players and their senior season plus 
Official visits. 

Wrap-Up Issue 5 (March 1st) 
Comprehensive profiles of the top 50 
recruiting classes and rankings of the 
nation’s top players. 


Here's what some of the top college recruiters have to say about 
the Prep Football Report: 


“It’s the most efficient, depend- 
able and informative publication, 
not only for the college coaches, 
but also for the public.” 
~ TIM CASSIDY 
Texas A&M Recruiting Coordinator 


“If you're a fan of football recruiting, 
you really need to check out PFR. It is the 
most detailed and up to date magazine of 
this kind available.” 
— ROB IANELLO 
Univ, of Arizona Recruiting Coordinator 


“The Prep Football Report is the most infor- 
mative and accurate recruiting publication in 
the country.” 
— VINNY CERRATO 
San Francisco 49er's Scout & Former 
Notre Dame Recruiting Coordinator 


“Tf your interest is recruiting, then your first 
stop should be the Prep Football Report.” 


- RONNIE COTTRELL 
Florida State Recruiting Coordinator 


Res, ! would like to ____ RENEW ____ ENTER my subscription to Tom Lemming's 


| Prep Football Report. 
1 $50 for 5 issues 
TAILS issues mailed first class. 


Name 


I 
1 Make check or money order 
I payable to: 


Address 


City 


1 
1 Tom Lemming 
1 1104 East Point Drive 


State 


1 Schaumburg, IL 60193 


ee | 


Zip. 


Just | WO tt 
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One-armed cornerbacks 
blend in, yet stand out 


By CARL DUBOIS 


hen it comes to one-armed 

cornerbacks, not everyone 

practices political correctness. 

Boise State coaches call 

DaWuan Miller “Slot Machine.” Trey 

Woods’ Sam Houston State teammates have 
dubbed him “One-Armed Bandit.” 

Those seem like cruel and unsympathetic 
monikers for two players who were born 
with just one hand. Miller's left arm ends at 
the elbow. Woods’ right 


the title game. 

“Ifhe had two arms, he wouldn't be playing 
for Boise State,” Boise State secondary coach 
Ron Gould said, “He'd be in the Pac-10.” 

Woods, whose motto is carpe diem, Latin 
for “seize the day,” has a T-shirt that reads: 
“Second place is the first loser.” Indeed, 
Woods, 21, is second to none when it comes 
to blocking kicks. Despite missing three 
games in 1994 with a broken thumb, he still 
blocked two kicks and ranks as Sam 
Houston State's career leader in blocked 


arm ends just below the 
elbow. But both players 
seem to have an energy 
supply that has no end— 
and both say the jokes and 
nicknames they hear from 
teammates and coaches 
confirm they are part of the 
team. That’s how they like 
it. 
“If you're going to have 
one-and-a-half arms,” Mil- 
ler said, “you'd better have 
a sense of humor.” 

The urge to be accepted, 
to be treated like every- 
body else, has driven both 
players, Now they stand 
out, not because they're 
missing a hand, but 
because they excel. 

The two seniors have 
known about each other for 
only a few months, yet 
each knows the other's 
story because, in many 
ways, each has lived it. 

Both rejected using a prosthesis at a 
young age. Both were three-sport stars in 
high school, Both bench press more than 
300 pounds. Fueled by challenges and the 
doubts of others, both deflect sympathy or 
special treatment as they would a lazy pass 
to the flat. 

Miller, 22, can dunk a basketball, bowls in 
the 200s and drives a stick shift. He had 49 
regular-season tackles last season plus two 
pivotal interceptions during Boise State's 
run in the I-AA playoffs, which ended with 
the Broncos losing to Youngstown State in 


Boise State coaches call DaWuan Miller “Slot Machine,” but he 
thinks you need a sense of humor if you have one-and-a-half arms. 


kicks with 10 (six punts, two field goals, two 
extra points). 

After a blocked kick or any big play, 
Miller's Boise State teammates give each 
other “dap” or high-fives. “Give me some 
nub,” they tell him. Miller might dap them 
or rub their heads with his nub. “You're my 
left-hand man,” they say. 

Woods says his Sam Houston State team- 
mates are afraid of his nub. “I give 'em a 
good shot with it every once in awhile,” 
Woods said. “It’s quite hard. They don't like 
the nub.” 


Trey Woods, a noted bully, hits his Sam Houston 
State teammates with his nub on occasion. 


Miller and Woods are two sides of the 
same rare coin. This fall, their paths will 
cross: On September 16, Sam Houston 
State plays the Broncos on the bright blue 
turf in Boise, Idaho. 

“T guess it will be like watching myself out 
there,” Woods said. 


ake a snapshot of Trey Woods, 
magnify the negative a bit and you 
might see DaWuan Miller. 
At 5foot-10 and 163 pounds, 
Woods would be considered small on many 
high school football teams in Texas, his 
home state. Miller is 6-2 and 184 pounds, 
ideal proportions for an NFL defensive 
back. 

“He looks more like a football player than 
Woods does,” said Sam Goodwin, coach at 
Northwestern State, a Southland Confer- 
ence rival of Sam Houston State. Goodwin, 
whose team plays September 30 at B 
State, saw Miller in the TAA finals. 
build is much more physical than Trey's,” 
he said. 

That hasn't kept Woods from blocking 
three kicks against Goodwin's teams. 

“I! don't know that I've seen anybody 
quicker on the takeoff,” Goodwin said. “His 
get-off time on kicks is amazing. His reac- 
tion to the snap is the best I've seen. You 
have to plan for him on every kick. We plan 
for him and he still blocks them.” 

Woods may be small, but he's the closest 
thing to a bully there is in the Southland. 
No one cheats him out of his quota of per- 
sonal fouls. 

“He's kind of a cheap-shot artist,” 
Goodwin said. “He's going to get his licks 
in. But I don't begrudge him that. I admire 
his toughness.” 

Woods says you can't seize the day with a 
soft grip. 

“I try to pretend like every play’s going to 
be my last play,” he said. “If | have to run 
out there like a wild man to get my team- 
mates fired up, I'll do that. 

“It’s not that you're trying to hurt the other 


Continued 
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guy. You're just trying to do as much as you 
can within the whistle and sometimes it goes 
over the whistle just a little bit.” 

Some people might be offended by 
Woods’ overzealous tactics. But he can’t 
help it. After all, he learned to be tough at 
an early age. His parents divorced when 
Woods was 7, Miller's parents divorced 
when he was 4. But their mothers came 
from large families, and their stepfathers’ 
families embraced them. 

“Trey had a lot of love as a child,” said 
Tammey Freeman, who was 16 when she 
gave birth to Woods. “I think that’s why 
he's so giving, He works with children who 
have far more debilitating circumstances 
than he does." 

But Woods experienced some rough 
times as a youth growing up in Saginaw, 
Texas, just north of Fort Worth. “Children 
can be cruel,” Freeman said. “They strive 
so hard to be like everyone else that when 
they can point out someone who isn't, it 
helps their confidence.” 

But the only signals Woods got at home 
were of unlimited potential. 

“Being young and naive,” Freeman said, 
“I never thought about Trey’s limitations. 
‘The only thing I thought was, ‘I'm not let- 
ting anybody take him from me.’ That's 
how you think when you're 16 and you have 
so many fears, 

“Now, when I look back, I wonder some- 
times how we made it. We've come so far. 
We've learned so much together. Trey has 
kept me in syne with believing nothing’s 
impossible.” 

Freeman learned fast that her son was not 
handicapped. When he began to walk, she 
got him a plastic prosthesis. He'd take it off 
and play with it. 

When Woods was old enough to play foot- 
ball, his mother called a YMCA coach to 
sign him up. She thought it was only fair to 
tell the coach about his arm. Woods was 
dispatched to a weak team, His first game 
was against the league powerhouse, which 
was coached by the man who'd pawned off 
Woods to the weak squad. 

“The first time he touched the ball, Trey 
ran for a touchdown,” Freeman said. “He 
ran up and down the field, and they won the 
game. After the game, the coach came to me 
and said, ‘I made a mistake. He should be on 
my team.’ I told him, ‘No, he shouldn't.’ ” 

Woods continued to dominate as a youth 
and later as a teen, But no college offered 
him a scholarship after high school, despite 
a senior year at Boswell High that saw him 
rush for more than 1,000 yards, compile an 
11-1 pitching record and record a triple 
jump that sent him to the Texas state cham- 
pionship meet. 

“He got letters from all over the country 
based on his stats,” Freeman said. “When a 
scout would come and see him, the letters 
would stop.” 

Woods chose to walk on at Sam Houston 
State. On the first day of freshman practice, 
he introduced himself. An assistant coach fir- 
ing balls at players from 10 yards away in 
what is known as “the machine-gun drill” took 
something off a throw intended for Woods. 

Woods caught the ball and zipped it back 
to the coach. “Throw it harder!” he yelled. 

Carpe diem. 


In his first game, Woods made the tackle 
on the opening kickoff. Before the season 
was over, he'd blocked three field goals, 
was starting at cornerback and was on full 
scholarship. He even served on the “hands 
team” that covers onside kicks, 

“Lused to look at Trey and be amazed by 
what he does with one hand,” Sam Houston 
Coach Ron Randleman said. “Now he’s just 
one of the guys. I don't give (his arm) a sec- 
ond thought.” 


aWuan Miller doesn’t have 
Woods’ reputation for late hits, 
but off the field he has struggled 
to stay within the whistle. “I sus- 
pended him for one game in '93 and 
benched him for another in '94,” Boise 
State Coach Pokey Allen said, “He was a 
bother. He had some problems—nothing 


Woods has seized the day at Sam Houston 
State, where he’s a renowned kick-blocker. 


major, but they kept getting in the way of 
him being a good player. 

“He had some parking tickets, he'd miss 
study hall, he wasn't concentrating. There was 
always something hanging over his head.” 

But Miller didn’t let the benching dampen 
his enthusiasm. 

“He led the cheers for the guy who took 
his place,” Gould said. “When he came to 
us and said he was ready, we knew he was.” 

Miller appreciates the lesson. “I needed to 
grow up a bit,” he said. “I learned a lot 
about becoming a man. They don't just 
teach football here.” 

As a youth, the last thing Miller needed 
any help learning was how to play football. 
He was so good, in fact, his mother, 
Rochelle Morrison, recalls being uncom- 
fortable at games—but not for reasons you 
might think. 

“DaWuan ran the ball, played defense, 
kicked the ball and returned kickoffs,” she 
said. “I'd be sitting near parents whose chil- 
dren had two good arms but never got to 
play. It was a little embarrassing.” 

Miller did it all in baseball too. At Battle 
Ground (Wash.) High, he pitched, played 
center field and led the team in steals and 
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hitting. He even was a switch-hitter. 

Allen was the coach at nearby Portland 
State but didn’t recruit Miller because of 
high out-of-state tuition costs. After Miller's 
freshman season at Boise State, Allen 
became the Broncos’ coach and brought 
Gould with him to tutor the defensive backs. 

“DaWuan was kind of defiant at first,” said 
Gould, who tried to teach Miller to 
backpedal. “He was taught another way. It 
took him a long time to believe in what we 
were doing.” 

The story does not surprise Miller’s 
mother. When others saw that her son was 
missing a hand, she instead saw the chip on 
his shoulder, 

“He had quite a temper,” she said. “No 
fuse at all. He would just explode. He would 
be teased and he would fight. When kids 
saw he wasn't going to let himself be picked 
on, they became his friends.” 

Miller's mother knows nothing is impos- 
sible to a 4-year-old boy who wants to be 
like his older brother. 

“I'd always assumed DaWuan would wear 
shoes with Velcro straps,” Morrison said. 
“But that’s not the kind his brother had. He 
wanted whatever his brother had. That's 
siblings.” 

Morrison had no way to teach her son how 
to tie his shoes with one hand, So at age 4, he 
taught himself, She was the first of many 
stunned by watching him do it. Fifteen years 
later, Miller’s girlfriend, Alice Hoalst, saw 
him tie the knot at a bowling alley. “I was like, 
‘Wow, do that again,’” she said. 

Miller's childhood was one episode after 
another of keeping up with his brother, one 
fistful at a time. 

“If 1 gave a cookie to his brother,” 
Morrison said, “his brother would hold out 
the other hand and ask for another. If I gave 
acookie to DaWuan, he would automatically 
put it under his nub and reach for another.” 

Miller’s hand is larger than most, and 
when he reaches with it, he usually doesn't 
miss, As Gould says, in unblinking coach- 
speak, “He's got great hands.” 


n the spring of 1992, Woods’ high 

school baseball coach took him to see 

the Texas Rangers play the California 

Angels, Woods was told a pro scout 
wanted to meet him. Instead, pitcher Jim 
Abbott, then with the Angels, greeted 
Woods in the stands. 

Abbott, whose right arm does not extend 
much past the elbow because of a birth 
defect, told Woods to keep up the good 
work. “I was speechless,” Woods said. 
“Later, I was kind of mad there wasn’t a 
scout there to see me.” 

Woods" mother said meeting Abbott, who 
now pitches for the Chicago White Sox, was 
important for her son. 

“That day is a priceless memory,” she said. 
“The look they had—they looked each other 
up and down. It was an instant recognition of 
what it took to get where they were.” 

It's a look her son might wear again this 
fall when he meets the other one-armed 
bandit of LAA. 


Carl Dubois covers the Southland 
Conference and I-AA football for the Lake 
Charles (La.) American Press. 


DIVISION I-AA TOP 20 


PREDIGHIONS 


1. BOISE STATE 

2. McNEESE STATE 

3. YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
4, JAMES MADISON 
5. MARSHALL 

6. MONTANA 

7. APPALACHIAN STATE 
8. EASTERN KENTUCKY 
9. DELAWARE 
10, CENTRAL FLORIDA* 
11, TROY STATE 
12, NORTHERN [OWA 
13. IDAHO 
14. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
15. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE 
16. LIBERTY 
17. SOUTHERN 
18. GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
19, NORTHERN ARIZONA 
20. WESTERN ILLINOIS 


“Eligibility for HAA tte won't be known unt August, 


TOP TRANSFERS 


NAME Pos. Now schoolFormer school 
DE Tennessee State/Auburn 


Myron Burton 
Daymon Carter 
Mike Cherry 


Kevin Foley 
Jeff Hecklinski 
Kerry Jenkins 
Pratt Lyons 
Lawrence McPherson RB 
Jason Miletic 
Cleon Mitchell 
Rod Narcisse 
Frank Russell 
Milton Shaw 
Jeff Tuss 
Kerwin Waldroup DE" 
Lee Wiliams DE 
Mark Zban 


1994 PLAYOFFS 


FIRST ROUND 

Youngstown Stato 63, Alcorn State 20 
Eastern Kentucky 90, Boston University 23 
McNoese State 38, idaho 21 

Montana 23, Northem lowa 20 

Marshal 49, Middle Tennessee State 14 
lames Madison 45, Troy State 26 

Boise State 24, North Texas 20 
‘Appalachian State 17, New Hampshire 10 
QUARTERFINALS 

‘Youngstown State 18, Eastem Kentucky 15 
Montana 30, McNeese State 28 

Marshall 28, James Madison 21 

Boise State 17, Appalachian State 14 
SEMIFINALS 

Youngstown State 28, Montana 9 

Boise State 28, Marshall 24 
CHAMPIONSHIP. 

Youngstown State 28, Boise State 14 


PRESEASON ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


OFFENSE DEFFENSE 
WR Reggie Batow 6-088 Sr Alabama Stato E Jermaine Hopkins 6-0230__Sx._ Youngstown State _ 
WR Ose Ward 59/72 — dk Nota wa pati 


o)-4/-4) 


I" 


CB Matt Stovens 


CB Pasha Gay 


*B\z/2/° 


OFFENSIVE DEFENSIVE 
PLAYER OF PLAYER OF 
THE YEAR THE YEAR 
DAVE DICKENSON LEON JONES 

ES) 08, Montana LB, Youngstown St 


1995 I-AA ALL-AMERICA RANKINGS 


QUARTERBACKS: Huw Class Schoo! DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HL/WL Class Schoo! 
1. Dave Dickenson __5-117175_ Sr. _ Montana 1 Jermaine Hopkins (E)_ 607200 Be Youngstown Site 
2.JoH Lows 6/210 Sr. Nother Arizona 2. Chip Mite (7) Sao 
3. Mark Brungard 617205 St. Youngstown Stato 9. Kavi Pitman (E) 
Boise State “4, Ryan Philips (E) Zz, 
“5, Dan Brandenburg (@)_6:27248 Sr 
= 6, Rober Lesio (E) 62/025 Sr. 
~ 6.8200 7, dot Gayean(€) — 
Tom Prougian ———G-100St. ona 8. Josh Hays (E) i 
9. Antwan Chiles 62233. Sr. 9. Domingo Ruiz (1) 511/278 St 
10. Kendrick Nord 64/210 Sr. Grambing State 10. Pratt Lyons (7) 64250 
RUNNING BACKS 


WIDE RECEIVERS —_ 
_1. Rogge Barlow 
Dosis Ward i 


— 4. Doug Popovich (SS) _6-1/185 
5. Frank Spraggins (FS) 5-11170 
6-208 
S-11105 


—BANTO 
5-665 St 


5 Clarence Mathews 58/160 Jr Nothwestem State 
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Not-so-young Read makes winning 


old hat for explosive Montana team 


___ By JIM MEEHAN 


t would be unfair to call Montana Coach 
Don Read a late bloomer. He refuses to 
divulge his age, so no one knows exact- 
ly how late Read's blooming actually is, 

“My SID (sports information director) 
said you would be calling. He said the topic 
was, ‘Oldest coaches in America,” said 
Read, laughing heartily. 

“I never used to think about it (age), but 
people remind me, You'll be coaching a kid 
and you also coached his dad. People are 
probably saying, ‘How old can that guy be? 
The players give me a bad time.” 

But not on the field, Four of Read's nine 
Grizzly teams have made the NCAA Division 
LAA playoffs and two, including the 1994 
squad, advanced to the semifinals, The 1993 
Grizzlies were Big Sky Conference champi- 
ons with a 7-0 league record, 

Though the state is called Big Sky 
Country, pre-Read Montana teams hardly 
dominated Big Sky competition. The 
Grizzlies won only one league title in the 15 
years before Read's arrival in Missoula in 
1986, and they were also-rans for most of 
that time frame. Furthermore, the Grizzlies 
had enjoyed no more than three consecu- 
tive winning seasons in the previous 70 
years, Under Read's leadership, Montana 
has posted nine winning records in a row. 

So, why is Montana winning all of a sud- 
den? And why is Read? 

Like Montana's emergence, Read's suc- 
cess has been a long time in evolution. 
‘Throw out his Montana tenure and Read 
has six winning seasons in 16 years as a col- 
lege coach. 

Read cites many reasons for the Grizzlies’ 
revival, typically underselling himself and 
the impact of his wide-open, spread passing 
offense. 

“The university wanted it (success) to 
happen,” said Read, who is 72-34 at 
Montana. “They built a new stadium 
(Washington-Grizzly in 1986) and that gen- 
erated enthusiasm, (Former) president Jim 
Koch made a commitment philosophically 
and financially, People came forth, during 
troubled times financially in the state, and 
gave more. 

“The timing was right.” 

So often in Read's career, the timing was 
rotten. He had two stints at Portland State 
(1968-71, 1981-85), enduring attempts by 
that school to sack the football program 
permanently. He worked under three ath- 
letic directors in three seasons at Oregon 
(1974-76) and also spent time at Oregon 
Tech (1977-80). 

“Thad good experiences at those places 
and I have no bitterness about what hap- 
pened,” said Read, who looks and acts 
much younger than a man who has been a 
coach for 36 years. “But I did feel like if we 
had been able to secure some things in 
terms of support and cooperation, we prob- 
ably could have got it done.” 

He certainly has gotten it done at 
Montana. Author of a book on passing, 


Read favors an exciting, multiple-receiver 
offense that helped the Grizzlies score 35 
or more points eight times last season. 
Quarterback Dave Dickenson, the trigger- 
man in the attack, passed for 510 yards in 
one game and threw for 360-plus yards in 
four other contests. The I-AA leader in pass- 
ing efficiency and No. 2 to Alcorn State's 
Steve McNair in total offense, Dickenson 
returns for his senior season in 1995. 

Read could have had the Montana job 
when it opened after the 1979 season, Alas, 
the timing was horrible again. The mother 
of Read's wife, Lois, was in poor health and 
the Reads remained at Oregon Tech to stay 
close by. 

Read, whose energy level is limitless, 
describes his health as excellent. A meticu- 
lous note-taker and doodler, Read has 11 
folders on his desk, one for each opponent. 
He stuffs each with the appropriate data, 
using a 12th folder as a catch-all for random 
thoughts and ideas. He also keep his office 
staff loose, varying the years of his birth so 
that no one really knows what's right. 

In the past, Read had chances to leave 
Montana for jobs in college or in the pros. But 
these days, there isn't much of a market for 
older coaches, even successful ones such as 
Read, As his resume gains luster, the phone 
calls from prospective employers dwindle. 

‘That's fine with Read. He said Montana, 
realistically, is probably his last job and 
Missoula his likely site to retire. He engages 
in self-evaluation after each season and vows 
to continue on, health and drive willing. 

“If an opportunity came tomorrow I might 
look at it, but I can't second- guess what I've 
done,” he said, “and I can say I've had fun 
with the kids.” 

Oh, the best guesstimate as to Read's 
age? Let's say 58. Going on 28, @ 


Jim Meehan covers the Big Sky Conference 
for the Spokane, Wash., Spokesman-Review. 


Don Read has led Montana to a 72-34 record in 
his nine years as Grizzlies coach, 
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EREDICHIO 


1. BOISE STATE 

2. MONTANA 

3. IDAHO 

4, NORTHERN ARIZONA 
5. IDAHO STATE 

6. MONTANA STATE 

7. EASTERN WASHINGTON 
WEBER STATE 


BIG SKY TEAM 
OFFENSE 


& 


Hut Class 


(QB DAVE DICKE! i. Montana 511/175 Sr. 
RB_KC.ADAMS, Boise Stato __6-0/187 Sr. 
RRB ALFREDO ANDERSON, Idaho St 510/178 Jt. 


DEFENSE 


Pos. _Name, Schoo! HUW Class 
E RYAN PHILLIPS, Idaho B.al24t Je 


T__ALIPATE TAUALUPE, Idaho Si. 6:2/280_ Sr 
Stato 62/245 Soph. 
5.117215 St 


EJOSHHA 
\B STACEY ELLIS, N. Arizona 
LB BRIAN SMITH, Boise State 
UB JASON SHELT, daho 


OFFENSE: 


DAVE DICKENSON, 
QB, Montana 


DEFENSE: 


RYAN PHILLIPS 
E, Idaho. 


Bic Sky Team Cuarts 


1, BOISE STATE 


Coach: Pokay Allen (16-10, 2 years; €0-26-2 overall 9 years). 


1994 record: 19-2 (including 3+ in LAA playolls) Big Sky: 
6-1Nst 
Top ply KG: Mans RB; Pau Cian, Cog 


tebe WR; Dain Me CB Bran Sth LB ox 
Toyos, OG: Keith Walk-Green, 5, 

‘Strengths: The Broncos’ otfensive line returns intact, 
wich should give Hilde, Adams and Ikebe operating time 
Gayle is outstanding, Boise State's recruiting class was 
regarded as the best inthe Big Sky. 

Weaknesses: The biggest concerns probably are replacing 
defensive end Joe O’Brien and linebacker Stefan Reid. 
Now olfensive coordinator Dave Stromswold suppants Al 
Borges, who left for Oregon, Wil Boise State's slow o for 
‘mations, alignments and motion continue? 
Outlook: t's more fk lookout. Runner-up to national cham 


Nontham Aizona, Oc. 7; at Weber Stata, Ot. 14; kdaho 
Stal, Oct 21; Portand State, Oct. 28; Easton Washington, 
‘Nov, 4; Montana State, Nov. 11; at Idaho, Nov. 18. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1994, 

Nickname: Broncos. Site: Boise, Idaho. 


2, MONTANA 


Coach: Don Read (72-34, 9 years; 141-125 overall, 25 


yeas) 
1994 record: 11-3 (including 2-1 in I-AA playotts). Big Sky: 
§-2Tend. 


‘Top players: Mike Agee, G; Dave Dickenson, OB; Mike 
Erhardt, WR; David Kempfert, C; Yohanse Manzanarez, 
DE; Blaine McElmurry, FS; ronson, OT; Brian 
Toone, OT; Matt Wells, WRIPR; Jeff Zellick, G. 

Strengths: Dickenson, a senior, seemingly wills the 
Grizzlies to victories, He'll have numerous targets, includ- 
ing returnees Erhardt and Wells (only 5-foot-7) and trans- 
{ors Joe Douglass (Oregon State), Maurice White (5:9, 
‘New Mexico) and Trevor Woods (5-7, Ohio University), 
Colorado transter Mike Lorentz should see time at defen- 
sive end, 

‘Weaknesses: The defense returns just three starters, none 
‘at linebacker. Bit must produce in starting roles. 
Outlook: Point parades figure to be the rule, which won't 
harm Dickenson's Payton Trophy candidacy. Circle 
‘September 23 on the calendar, with an early Big Sky show: 
down matching Boise State against Montana in Missoula, 
‘Schedule: Eastern New Mexico, Sept. 2; at Washington 
State, Sopt. 9; Minnesota-Duluth, Sept 
23; UC Davis, Sept. 30; Weber State, Oct. 7; 
Arizona, Oct. 14; at ldaho, Oct. 21; Idaho State, Nov. 4; at 
Eastern Washington, Nov. 11; at Montana State, Nov, 18, 
Last AA playoff appearance: 1994, 

‘Nickname: Grizzies. Site: Missoula, Mont. 


Coach: Chris Tormey Tay eat). 

1994 record: 9-3 (including 0-1 in -AA playotts). Big Sky: 
5.2/T2nd, 

Top ples: in Braman, 08 He, 8; Eric 
sohnson,C; yan 
Philip, DE; Jason Shel, LB Ja ‘Thomas, RB; Montell 
Wiliams, $8; Ryan Woolvertan, PK. 

Strengths: The defense, anchored by Shalt (who missed 
most of last season with a knee injury) and ends Philips 
and Barry Michel, is improving, 

Weaknesses: The Vandals are desperately short on 
receivers, which could stymi their spread passing game. 
Idaho's secondary must dever if the defense Is to go rom 
good to very good. 

Outlook: Promising. Tormey/s first major decision wil be at 
quarterback, where senior Hisaw and sophomore Brennan 
(Who has great potential) spit time last year after Hisaw 
Injured his knee. Robert Scott, a redshit freshman, may end 
up in the secondary i he doesn't win the quarterback ob. 
Schade of ropa i Sip Z Sopa Ble, Sont. 
16; at Idaho State, Sept. 30; at Montana State, Oct. 

Eastem Washington, Oct. 14; Montana, Oct, 21; a ete 


‘State, Oct. 28; at Northem Arizona, Nov. 4; at Northern 
se State, Nov. Th 


appearance: 
Nickname: Vandals Site: Hela Idaho. 


4, NORTHERN ARIZONA 


Coach: Steve Aiman (26-29, 5 years). 

1994 record: 7-4. Big Sky: 4-2/T4th. 

Top players: Alex Calderwood, OB; Stacey Elis, LB; Dan 
Finn, OL; Kevin Koknan, DE; Jet Lewis, OB; Ryan 
Lingenteder, OL; Rod Marshal, WR; Kevin OLeary,P; 
‘Strengths: Lovs, a four-year starter, has fine receiver in 
Marshal (a medical redsh) and Reyes, Stewarts impress- 
ing po scouts wih his 4.4 speed and coverage ably 
Weaknesses: Tho kicking game, although freshman Jay 
Bums should improve Northam Arizona's 6-020 efclancy 
in fild-goa atompts. The defense must replace two stand- 
‘ut safeties, Alex Marcoln and Jef Bergman. 

Outlook: Forever onthe doorstep ofthe Big Sky's upper 
echelon, the Lumberjacks have a chanoe ifthe follow their 
leader (Lewis). the defense can limit opponents to 25 
points or fowar, there's even more hope. 

oe at New Maxico, Sep. 2; Cal State Sacramento, 
State Northridge, Sept. 23; Montana Stata, 
seh at Boise State, Oct. 7; Montana, Oct 14; at 
Eastern Washington, Oct. 21; at Idaho State, Oct 28; 
‘Idaho, Nov, 4; at Weber State, Nov, 11. 


Nickname: Lumberjacks. Site: Flagsta, Ar 
5. IDAHO STATE 


Goach: Brian MeNoely (1-22, 3 years). 
$00 recor: 65, Be Sy: 474 

fop players: Alrodo Anderson, TB; Steve Burch, OL; Mark 
Eearant F9 Bian Gat (Bosh Hays, DE; ke 
Johnson, LB; Ahmad Lewis, DE: Alpate Taualupe, DT; 
Thomas Washington, T/P; Robb Wetta, OB. 
‘Strengths: Wetta got his foot wet asa true freshman last 
year. His qualty play allowed the speedy Anderson to play 
im the backfield or at the slot Sophomare Hays, a walk-on, 
had an astounding 165 sacks ast season. 
Weaknesses: Wil Wetta have any qualty receives, fl- 
lowing the departure of Rommie Wheeler and Sam Carter? 
Wil Wetta have time to throw, working behind a line 
stocked with unior-cllge transters? 
Outlook: it transters can cement the offensive and deten- 
sive lines, there's considerable hope. A4-4-3 defensive set, 
wtich utilzes speedy 215-pound linebackers in coverage, 
shoud be strong. 
Schedule: at Cal Poly-SLO, Sep. 2; Cal State Northridge, 
Sept 16; Southern Utah, Sept. 23; Idaho, Sept. 30; at 
Eastern Washington, Oct. 7; Montana State, Oct. 14; at 
Boise State, Oct 21; Northam Arizona, Oct. 28; at 
Montana, Nov. 4 at North Texas, Nov. 1; Weber Stato, 
Now. 18, 
Last FAA playotf appearance: 1983. 
Nickname: Bengals. Site: Pocatolla, Idaho. 


6G, MONTANA STATE 


Coach: Giff Hysell (14-19, 3 years). 
1994 record: 38, Big Sky: 0-7. 
mice Crump, TB; Devlan Geddes, DE; 
Jason Hicks, DE; Eric Hopkins, WR; 
Ryan, FB; Jef Tuss, 


Chad Mayer, TE: 
QB; Jason Westbrook, OL, 

Strengths: Fresno Stale transfer Tuss, 25 years old, could 
be a star at quarterback. Hopkins isa threat at receiver, on 
reverses and as a kick retumer, 

Weaknesses: The Bobcats’ running game wited last sea- 
son and has no proven talent after the loss of Fred Moore 
and Cint Morton. Stl, the ground attack may improve 
since the line figures to be better in 1995. 

Outlook: Tuss and Hopkins should give Montana State 
some point production. Can the defense, which is under- 
sized on the line and filed with junor-college players in the 
secondary, holdup its end ofthe bargain’? 

Schedule: al Colorado Stata, Sept. 2; Central Washington, 
‘Sept. at Cal Po-SLO, Sept. 16; Southwest Texas Stata, 
‘Sept. 23; at Norbem Arizona, Sept. 30; Idaho, Oct. 7; at Wah 
‘Sate, Oc. 14; Weber State, Oct. 21; Eastem Washington, Oct. 
28; at Boise Stale, Nov. 11; Montana, Now. 18. 


Eastem Washington linebacker Dion Alexander. 


Last FAA playott appearance: None 
Nickname: Bobcats. Site: Bozoman, Mon. 


7. EASTERN WASHINGTON 


Coach: Mike Kramer (4-7, 1 ea 
ot record: 


op players: Tom Ackerman, ‘on. ion Alecander, LB; 
oy eter, DB; Justin Guiry, LB; Jesse Hardt, TE; 
Jerrold Jackson, WR; David Lewis, RB; Steve Mattson, 
TE;; Ryan Moore, DB; Chis Scot, D. 
Strengths: The Eagles have a capable offensive line, good 
running backs and a savvy tight end in Hardt 
Weaknesses: The defensive front graduated and the sec- 
‘ondary willbe reconstructed around junlor.colega trans- 
fers, The quarterback poston wil lack experiance, whether 
its manned by redshirt freshman Josh Les or sophomore 
Bian Sherck. The kicking game was abysmal lst year. 
‘Outlook: Facing potent Big Sky offenses with a retooled 
line and secondary doesn't bode well. The Eagles may be 
ape ey 

Schedule: at Southwest Texas State, Sop. 7; Cal State 
Sarna Sp. 16 Por Sa, Sept. 23; at Weber 

State, Sept. 20; idaho State, Oct, 7 at Idaho, Oct. 14; 

‘Northem Arizona, Oct, 21; at Montana State, Oct, 28; at Boise 
Stato, Nov 4; Montana, Nov, 11; at Cal Poly'SLO, Now. 18 
Last FAA playoff appearance: 1992. 
Nickname: Eagles. Site: Cheney, Wash. 


8. WEBER STATE 


Goach: Dave Arsianian (34-33, 6 years). 
494 record: 56. Big Sky: 2-57T6th 

‘Top players: Junior Baker, $S; Jacob Belmont, LB; Pokey 
Ecklord, WR; lan Franklin, CB; Jason Jensen, DE; Bryan 
Martin, QB; Mike Minnach, K; Lary Rogers, RB; Kyle 

; Norvel Young, WR. 

ths: The Widcats have some offensive weapons in 
Martin, Ecklord and running backs Rogers and Reggie 
Carter Like many of is Big Sky brethren, Weber State 
recruited junir-colage offensive linemen to lug holes. 
Weaknesses: Nether the ofonse nor the defense is stella. 
Opposing passers coud tum the secondary into a fring range. 
Outlook: Martin's erm wil have a direct bearing on the 
‘amount he uses his leg. He's the quarterback and punter, A 
player to watch: Steve Bodnar, a fheshman running back 
from powerhouse Mater Dei High in southern Caitoria—if 
heli academically eigile. 

‘Schedule: at Western Michigan, Sept. 2; at Central 
Michigan, Sept. 9; St. Mary's, Sept. 16; Cal Poly-SLO, 
Sept. 23; Eastern Washington, Sept. 30; at Montana, Oct. 
7; Boise State, Oct. 14; at Montana Stata, Oct, 21; Idaho, 
Oct. 28; Norther Arizona, Nov, 11; at Idaho State, Nov. 18. 
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Ex-quarterback excels at life 
on the other side for Sycamores 


By CHRIS PRUETT 


‘ou would think Indiana State star 

Dan Brandenburg would pick 

someone other than quarterbacks 

to harass. After all, he knows what 
it's like to be sacked. 

But the fact that Brandenburg used to be 
the rushee and not the rusher hasn't 
stopped him from becoming one of the pre- 
mier defensive linemnen in Division LAA. 

At Rensselaer (Ind.) Central High, 
Brandenburg usually played offense. He 
finished his prep career as a quarterback, 
rushing for 1,016 yards and 14 touchdowns 
as a senior. But he knew his future was on 
the other side of the ball. 

“That's one of the first things (Indiana 
State coaches) said—‘You're not going to 
be a quarterback.’ So I knew that coming in 
(to college),” said Brandenburg, whose 
father played at Indiana State and still holds 
the school single-game scoring record with 
four touchdowns in a 1961 contest. 

But he didn’t know how tough the switch 
to defense would be. 

“I had a little size on me, but it was still 
pretty difficult,” Brandenburg said. “I 
played some defense when I was younger, 
but not a lot. 

“Tremember lining up for a tackle drill (as 
a freshman) and I didn't know what I was 
doing. I think (the coaching staff) thought I 
was a coward or something.” 

Brandenburg has been anything but cow- 
ardly since arriving on campus. After red- 
shirting in 1991 and making one sack in 

992, Brandenburg blossomed in 1993, reg- 
istering a school-record 13 sacks and earn- 
ing first-team All-Gateway _ honors. 
Brandenburg had eight sacks last season 
and enters his senior season as the 
Sycamores’ career leader with 21. 
sort of a special feeling, but a lot of 
the time I'm just doing my job and people 
expect me to get there,” Brandenburg said 
of bagging quarterbacks. 

Brandenburg’s speed (he covers 40 yards 
in 4.52 seconds despite being 6-foot-2 and 
248 pounds) and athletic ability are the 
components that have allowed him to suc- 
cessfully switch from high school offensive 
star to college defensive terror. 

He was the leading scorer on his high 
school basketball team as a senior, when he 
led the team to the final eight of the state 
tournament. Brandenburg also high- 
jumped 6-9 in high school. 

“The first thing you've got in dealing with 
Dan Brandenburg is . . . a kid with a mea- 


above normal for that position,” said Dennis 
Raetz, entering his 16th season as Indiana 
State coach. “Then you add on speed. . 
He's one of the five or six fastest football 
players we have, regardless of position. 
“From there, it's the realm of importance 
of football to him and being able to make 
the mental adjustment from being a quar- 
terback to playing a down lineman.” 
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Senior defensive end Dan Brandenburg is 
Indiana State's all-time sacks leader with 21. 


Over time, Brandenburg has adapted to 
the switcl 

“At first, I was kind of tentative, but then I 
just got comfortable with it until it came nat- 
urally,” he said. “I just try to go out and play 
and not let things bother me. Of course, 
you have to have a mind-set. I mean, you've 
got to get ready to play because you've got 
a guy across from you who wants to knock 
the crap out of you.” 

Opponents don't always get that chance 
because of Brandenburg’s quickness, 

“What I remember about him is that he 
plays so hard and all out all the time. He's 
always around the football,” said Youngs- 
town State assistant John Klacik, whose 
team has played the Sycamores each of the 
past three seasons and won three of the 
past four I-AA national titles. “And he enjoys 
playing so much. 

“Sometimes we have a back help out, and 
that doesn't always do the job because of 
his speed. We just have to be aware of him 
all the time.” 

Opponents kept track of Brandenburg in 
1994, when the Sycamores finished 5-6 
overall and tied for fifth in the Gateway with 
a 24 mark, but that didn’t stop him from 
earning second-team I-AA All-America hon- 
ors from The Associated Press, 

“I didn’t have as many sacks because 
teams would (have the quarterback take a) 
three-step drop and they'd double-team me 
or slide the line on me,” said Brandenburg, 
who was a first-team All-Gateway choice in 
‘94. “I'd try to go inside and there'd be four 
guys on me. It was tough because I was 
thinking, ‘What's going on here? I'm faster 
and stronger than I was last year and I'm 
not getting it done.” 

“It took me awhile to realize that, hey, it’s 
going to be open for everyone else, so just do 
what you're doing and you've done your job.” 

So far, that’s worked just fine. @ 


Chris Pruett covers Indiana State for the 
Terre Haute (Ind.) Tribune-Star. 
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SOUNA STATE UnevEREATY 


u 
ORDER OF FINISH 


NORTHERN IOWA 
WESTERN ILLINOIS 
SW MISSOURI STATE 
ILLINOIS STATE 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
INDIANA STATE 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 


|ATEWAY TEAM 


OFFENSE 
Name, Schoo! 


Nearest 


_SPECMLISTS._ 


K__ TODD KURZ, 
fw 


Chass 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


DEFENSE: 


TIM CARVER 
LB, Easter itinois 


1. NORTHERN IOWA 
Coach Terry Alen (6519, 6 years). 
1994 record: 8-4 (including 0-1 in LAA playots). Gateway: 
Gist. 
Top players: Dan Bower, OT; Cory Burkle, DE: Kevin 
Hammond, LB; Matt Harken, TE; Jacob Kothe, WR; Brian 
Moretz, NT; Marvin Sims, RB; Jet! Stovall, RB; Matt Water, 
K; Dedvic Ward, WR. 
Strengths: Northern low is boistered by 10 returning 
starts on offense. Five of the top six ushers are back, 
including the hard-nosed Stovall. Ward made 60 catches 
{or 1,083 yards in 1994, Harken isa huge target (6 foot 6, 
£259 pounds) at ight end. 
‘Weaknesses: The entre secondary must be replaced, and 
just one starting linebacker returns, That one inebacker 
isn't Andre Alen, the Gateway Defensive Player of the 
Year. A punter and quarterback must emerge quickly 
because the Panthers wil be tested by a dificult early-sea- 
son schedule. 
Outlook: The offense possesses big play ability, ut Coach 
Terry Alen might emphasize bal-contal to take pressure 
off the young defense, After sharing the 1990 ttle, Northern 
Jowa has won the past four league crowns outight. The 
Panthers should add to that in'95. 
Schedule: at Stephen F. Austin State, Sept, 2; at lowe, 
‘Sept. 9; Lock Haven (Pa.), Sept. 16; at Western Minois, 
Sept. 30; Eastern lino, Oct, 7; Indiana State, Oct. 14; 
Southern Ilinls, Oct. 21; at Southwest Missouri State, Oct 
28; at lino State, Nov. 4; Maho, Nov. 11; Winona (Minn.) 
State, Nov. 18 
Last AA playott appearance: 1994, 
Nickname: Panthers. Site: Cedar Fal, lowa 


2, WESTERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Randy Bal (29-251, 5 years). 
1994 record: 8:3. Gateway: 4-2/T2nd. 
Top payers: Mark Ata, DE; Shawn Barnes, G; isaac 


Wayne Sova DT: Goward Twyne, FL 

‘Strengths: It starts with a defense that features two stars 
in the secondary: Spraggins, who had a schoo-record 
seven interceptions in 94, and Philips, the conlerence’s 
top newcomer who doubles as an excellent retum man. 
The defensive ine also wil be stout. Twyner could be the 
Jeague's top receiver. 
Weaknesses: Conference Offensive Player ofthe Year 
Fob St. Sauver wil be hard to replace at quarterback, but 
Winois transfer Hecklinsk could fil the bil. The offensive 
fine is a concern and some running backs must emerge. In 
addton, a leader needs to step forward at inebacker. 
‘Outlook: The Leathernacks shouldbe able to overcome 
any perceived shortcomings and make arun forthe 
Gateway ttle after finishing ted for second in each ofthe 
past four seasons, 

Schedule: ra ein Sept. 2 at Ball Stat, Sept 9; 


28; at Ease linos, Nov. 4 at Jacksonvile Sat, Nov. 
1a Muray State, Nov. 18, 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1991. 

Nickname: Leathernecks Site: Macomb, Ii 


3. SW MISSOURI STATE 


Coach: Del Miler (1st year). 

1984 record: 47, Gateway: 24/75th. 

Top players: Ryan Bravo, G; Dee Debro, TB; DeLaun 
Fowler, LB; Robbie Fresquez, WR; Luke Hake, C; Matt 
Hosey, TB; Chris Hurst, P; Brad Kubik, OT; Kevin 
Lightburn, LB; Wille Parks, CB; Tom Procter DE. 
‘Strengths: The depth and experience is good, as eight 
starters on both offense and defense return. Hake wil 
block forthe strong talback tandem of Debro and Hosey 
Fowler isa stud (140 tacles last season) and Parks is 
three-year starter at comerback The punting and Kicking 
should be sold. 

‘Weaknesses: The offense must adjust trom what was px- 
marly an option attack to a pro-syle set that wil feature 
passing. The defense aso wil need time to lea the new 
stats system. 


Northern lowa running back Jeff Stovall. 


Outlook: The Bears dipped below .500 last season forthe 
fist time since 1987. Expect Southwest Missouri to 
rebound behind Miler, a former Kansas Stale assistant, 


7; at Souther lino, Oct. 14; at Wester llinois, Oct. 21; 
Northern lowa, Oct. 28; at Southeast Missouri State, Nov 
11; Jacksonvile State, Nov. 18. 

Last FAA playott appearance: 1920. 

Nickname: Bears. Site: Springfield, Mo 


4. ILLINOIS STATE 


Coach: Jim Heacock (32-43-2, 7 years). 

1994 record: 5-5-1. Gateway: 3-3/4th. 

‘Top players: Tim Achterberg, TE; Duane Butler, FS; Keith 
ight. AB; Will Hil, RB; Eric Johnson, DT; Todd Kurz, 

IK; Deon McDaniel, CB/KR: Kyle Robinson, WA; Wille 

Ross, OT; Chris Stevens, LB; Andy Zebarth, OT. 

3: Eight ofensive and seven defensive starters, 
return, The offensive ine is deep, led by Zebarth, The 
Redbirds’ top two rushers, Hill and Goodnight, are back. 
Robinson is a pass-catching threat. Butler paces a talented 


secondary. 
‘Weaknesses: A quarterback must emerge fo complement 
an experienced offense. The top candidates are junior 
Lester Anderson and uniorcollege transfer Bil Hagman, 
The defensive ine is suspect, and Ilinois State lacks depth 
at wide recever and linebacker. 

Outlook: Increased team speed and a strong reserve of 
talent—provided by redshirs and transters—should mean 
an upper-dvision fish for linois State in its 100th season 
of football. But the Redbirds’ status as a contender hinges 
con the pay oftheir quarterback. 

Schedule: Washburn (Kan), Sept. 2; at Ohio U. Sept. 9; 
Buta, Sept. 16; Hofstra, Sept. 23; at Southwest Missouri 
State, Sept. 30; at Souther lino, Oct. 7; Wester lino, 
(Oct. 14; at Eastern linois, Oct. 28; Northern lowa, Nov. 4; 
flan Ste Noe. 1 Youngs Sate v1. 


5. EASTERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Bob Spoo (42-47-7, $ years). 
1994 record: 65. Gateway: $2T2nd. 


fe Op ae Get See, 


ing seasons, Mauch, a running and passing threat, is an 
‘experienced quarterback. The hard-hitting Carver holds 
school records for tackles in a game (31), season (179) 
and career (427), 

‘Weaknesses: Jus our stars, including one from the 
secondary, retum on delense. Both ines lack depth, The 
receiving corps must be rebuilt 

Outlook: The Panthers finished strong, winning thet final 
four games en route to posting the schoo's frst winning 
record since 1989. Eastem lino’ schedule is set up for a 
‘quick stan, but don’ expect another winning campaign 
Schedule: Austin Peay, Aug. 31; Southeast Missour State, 
Sept. 9; UT Marin, Sep. 16; Southwest Missouri State, 
Sept. 23: Central State (Ohio), Sept. 30; at Northern lowa, 
(Oct. 7; at Western Kentucky, Oct. 14; linois State, Oct: 28; 
‘Wester Ilinis, Nov. 4; at Southern llinals, Nov. 11; at 
Indiana State, Nov. 18, 

Last -AA playott appearance: 1989. 

Nickname: Panthers. Site: Charleston, 


6. INDIANA STATE 


Coach: Dennis Raetz (77-8941, 15 years). 

1994 record: 5:6, Gateway: 2-4/TSth, 

‘Top players: Dan Brandenburg, DE; Larry Brown, WR; 
Kevin Cox, QB; Larry Gaver, TE; Robert High, FS; Dre! 
Knox, CB; Chris Libare, LB; Richard Moss, LB; Jason 
Patter, TB; Lary Scaly, CB; David Wright, TB. 

‘Strengths: Six starters return to a uit that led the confer- 
‘ence in total (282.7 yards per game) and scoring defense 
(15.8 points per game). Brandenburg isa fierce pass rush: 
t, Seven starters return on offense, incuding the 1-2 tal 
‘back punch of Wright and Potter (the son of former Notre 
Dame All-America running back Vagas Ferguson). The 
special teams and recelvers are good. 

‘Weaknesses: Junior Kevin Cox and redshirt freshman 
‘Courtland Tubbs are batting for quarterback duties. Each 
lacks experience, The otfensive line lacks depth, 

Outlook: The Sycamores need to develop a passing game 
to complement a potent ground attack. Untl a passer 
‘emerges, the defense should keep Indiana State in most 
‘games, but won't be enough to make the Sycamores a 
contender. 


Schedule: Mars Hil (N.C), Sept. 2; at Mississipi, Sept. 9; 
Glenvile (W.Va) State, Sept. 16; Western ifinois, Sept. 23; 
Southern lines, Sept 30; at Southwest Missoun State, 
(Oct. 7; at Northern lowa, Oct. 14; Eastern Iinois, Ot. 21; 
at Youngstown State, Oct. 28; Western Kentucky, Nov. 4; at 
Minols State, Nov. 11 

Last AA playotf appearance: 1984, 

Nickname: Sycamores. Site: Terre Haut, Ind. 


7. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 


‘Coach: Shawn Watson year). 

1994 record: 1-10. Gateway: 0-67th, 

Top players: Tommy Anderson, DB; Patick Baldwin, NG; 
Mark Gagliano, P; Ryan Hallahan, LB; Darnell Hendricks, 
(DB; Damon Jones, TE; Cedric Kenner, DB; Hassan 
McCullough, DB; Tony Seman, LB; Brian Tranchtella, LB; 
Ka Whiting, WR, 

Strengths: The linebackers and defensive backs, paced by 
Hendricks, bolster what should be a stout defense. The 
offensive line, which returns three starters, will open holes, 
the otfense sputters, Gagliano will bail it out with his 
‘booming leg. Jones is a massive fight end (6-6, 270) who 
‘can block and catch, 

Weaknesses: The ctfense is searching for a quarterback. 
‘The Salukis also tack experience at running back and wide 
receiver. Souther ilinois, a combined 7-26 the past three 
‘seasons, must lear how to win. 

Outlook: The Salukis still are rebuilding and relying on too 
‘many young players. That's why they're picked to finish 
last, But don't be surprised if Souther Illinois finishes 500, 
thanks to its detense. 

‘Schedule: at Southeast Missouri State, Aug. 31; Murray 
‘State, Sept. 9; at Arkansas State, Sept. 16; Nicholls State, 
‘Sept. 23; at indiana State, Sept, 30; ilinois State, Oct. 7; 
‘Southwest Missouri State, Oct. 14; at Northem lowa, Oct. 
21; at Wester Iilinois, Oct. 28; Western Kentucky, Nov. 4; 
Eastern Minois, Nov. 11 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 1983. 

Nickname: Salukis. Site: Carbondale, Il, 


"Text by Scott Heberger, of the Peoria (i) Journal Star. 
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Penn star doesn’t have miles to go 
to become a productive receiver 


By FRANK BENSON _ 


t has been a long time since 
Pennsylvania has lost a football game. 
Try November 7, 1992. For Penn wide 
receiver Miles Macik, that's what 
makes college football great. 
“We've won 2 


pound senior from Marlboro, NJ. “I'm very 
proud of that.” 
Penn has run the table in the Ivy League 


the past two seasons, the first team to 
accomplish that feat in the often-unpre- 
dictable Ancient Eight. And if the Quakers 
do so again in 1995, Macik will play a sig- 
nificant role, 

“Usually it’s possible to shut down a wide 
receiver by giving him considerable atten- 
tion on coverage,” Penn Coach Al Bagnoli 
said. “But Miles just keeps on making the 
big pl: 

M 


caught 60 passes for 708 yards last 
season, eight for touchdowns. That was 
down from the 72 receptions he had as a 
sophomore in 1993, but Macik is about 
more than just numbers. 

“He makes the big catch,” Bagnoli said. “In 
a league with a lot of 5-8 and 5-9 cornerbacks, 
Miles is big and physical and no one can stop 
him. And he cuts across the middle.” 

Ah, cutting across the middle. Macik 
remembers venturing into that area to 
catch a pass in a game against Fordham two 
years ago, but that’s all he remembers. 

“It was like I was hit by a truck,” he said. 
“I broke a rib. I couldn’t catch my breath. 1 
was hurting a lot.” 

But he held on for a touchdown. And the 
next week against Colgate, he caught 
another touchdown pass. Cutting across 
the middle. 

“I'm not fast,” Macik admits, 
afraid of a little contact.” 

His biggest asset is his hands. 
e ball i is } anywhere near me, I 
said. 


, “but I'm not 


grew up eh baseball and bas- 
ketball and thought he'd eventually play 
basketball in college. After all, he lettered 
four years in basketball at Marlboro High. 
College recruiters thought otherwise. 

“The only Division I schools that showed 
any interest in me wanted me for football, 
not basketball,” he said. 

“He went to a high school that didn't 
throw the ball much,” Bagnoli said. “So he 
was a bit of a gamble. And he had deceptive 
speed | but not the great breakaway thrust.” 

M 


he never ran track, But he valeurs Tuned 
just catching passes. I could watch Jerry 
Rice for hours. 

Like many Ivy League players, Macik 
feels most fans don't know how good the 
league really is. 

“I know the reputation here is that what 
we're playing isn't quality football, but once 
people actually see us they like us,” he said. 
“Last year, ESPN2 came to one of our games 
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Penn's Miles Macik has made 132 catches in 
the past two seasons combined, 


and Sports Illustrated has been here. | just 
wish we could compete in the playoffs.” 

Ivy League rules forbid football teams 
from postseason play, a rule Bagnoli hopes 
will be amended soon. 

“I think it will be changed; it has to be,” said 
Bagnoli, whose three-year record at Penn is 
263. “Every other sport is allowed to com- 
pete against the best—why not football?” 

Another Ivy League no-no of years past— 
spring practice—was overturned two years 
ago ina vote of Ivy Group school presidents. 

“We don't offer athletic scholarships, so it 
would probably be impossible for one of us 
to go all the way and win a national title,” 
Columbia Coach Ray Tellier said. “But 
Penn deserved a chance to try.” 

Macik’s other dream is one he has a bit 
more control over: the NF1 

“If pro football happens, it happens,” he 
said. “I never really expected to get a 
chance, but a few scouts have been calling.” 

Macik, who expects to move on to gradu- 
ate school next year (he is majoring in inter- 
national relations), admits he may not be 
reatly (9 give up football at the end of this 
se 

“I came to the sport late; maybe that’s 
why it's not out of my system yet,” he said. 
“I don't want to give it up.” 

Especially since his teams win so often. @ 


Frank Benson covers the Ivy League for the 
Ithaca (N.Y) Journal. 
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[ONIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANA. 


RIONS 


1. PENNSYLVANIA 
2. COLUMBIA 

3. BROWN 

4, CORNELL 

5. PRINCETON 

6. HARVARD 

7. YALE 

8. DARTMOUTH 


OFFENSE 
School 


“MICHAEL BENDER, Yale 


CARTER WESTFALL, Princeton 
3 CRAIG VALENTINE, Columbia 6: 


Pos. _ Name, Schoo! Hut. Class 


SPECIALISTS 


Pos. _Name, Schoo! Huw _ Class 
_K__JOE ALDRICH, Coun 54 


P 
KA 


OFFENSE: 


CHAD LEVITT 
RB, Comelt 


DEFENSE: 


RORY WILFORK 
LB, Columbia 


Ivy League TEAM CHARTS 


1, PENNSYLVANIA 


Coach: Asaoel esa yea 11222 overall, 13 years). 
+0. Wy: 


Top players: Kevin ‘it 08; Mark DeRosa, 8; ‘Scott 


Strengths: Penn retums 10 starters, including the league's 
top passing combo—DeRosa and Macik. Three of those 
‘starters are on the offensive line. Allen is one of the 
league's best defensive backs, and three returning detend- 
ers were al-league picks. 

‘Weaknesses: All the linebackers from last year's champi- 
‘onship team are gone, including league player of the year 
Pat Goodwilie, Even Bagnoli admits the Quakers will have 
to rebuild more than they have in the past, Terrance 
Stokes, who averaged 117 rushing yards In 1994, will be 
hard to replace, 

(Outlook: No team in recent ly League history has had a run 
ke the Quakers, who are cing a 21-game winning streak, 
the longest current streak in colege football and a Dwvision - 
‘AA record, They probably won't dominate as they have inthe 
past, but the Quakers should win the league again. 
‘Schedule: Dartmouth, Sept. 16; at Lafayette, Sept. 23; 
Bucknell, Sept. 30; at Columbia, Oct. 7; at Willam & Mary, 
Oct. 14; Brown, Oct. 21; at Yale, Oct. 28; Princeton, Nov. 4; 
‘at Harvard, Nov. 11; Cornell, Nov. 18. 

Last I-AA playott appearance: Ivy League does not com- 
pote in playotts. 

Nickname: Quakers. Site: Philadelphia. 


2. COLUMBIA 


Coach: Ray Tellier (13-46-1, 6 years; 34-72-2 overall, 11 


years). 

1994 record: 5-4-1. Ivy: 3-4/T4th. 

Top players: Joe Alcrich,K; Mike Cavanaugh, 08; Joe 
Harper, FB; Ralph Hudson, S; Anthony Jackson, RB: Jim 
sn aes WR Ee Keck, Tk i 8 Randy Mr, 
OT; Mike Quinn, RB; Rory Wik, LB. 
Strengths: The Lions have mare aeons en 
‘any team in the league. Cavanaugh, a parttime starter last 
year, is the top running quarterback inthe league. Jones is 
‘a speedy receiver, and Quinn and Jackson are good run- 
ning backs. Wiork might be the league's best inebacker 
and Hudson might be the best defensive back. Aldch set 
‘school records for extra points (25) and total points kicking 
(58) last year. 

Weaknesses: This i, afterall, Columbia. Belore last sea- 
‘son, the school went 23 years without a winning record. 
‘Tha loss of al-league tight end Brian Basset to graduation 
\s abig one, and Marcellus Wiley, probably the league's 
best defensive lineman, i taking a year of for personal 
reasons, 

Outlook: There's alt of talent here and Teller says he'd 
like to build a new tradition at Columbia. The Lions never 
have been a physical team, but that is changing. Columbia 
‘ould pul off another surprise. 

‘Schedule: at Harvard, Sept. 16; ‘St. Mary's, Sept. 23; at 
Lafayette, Sept. 30; Pennsytvania, Oct. 7; Lebigh, Oct. 14; 
Yale, Oct. 21; at Princeton, Oct 28; Dartmouth, Nov. 4 at 
Cornell, Nov. 11; at Brown, Nov. 18. 

Last AA playotf appearance: Ivy League does not com- 
pet inplaytts. 

‘Nickname: Lions. Site: New York. 


3. BROWN 


Coach: Mark Whipple (7-3, 1 year; 55-20 overall, 7 years). 


1994 record: 73, hy: 4/T2nd. 

Top players: Paul Fichiera, HB; Brendan Finneran, DT; 
‘Marion Francis, LB; Marquis Jessie, HB; Joe Karcutskie, 
LB; Dan McCiutchy, C; Jason McCullough, OB; Greg 
Parker, S; Tony Quamaccio, DE; Matt Sivia, OL. 
Strengths: Offense offense, ofense. The Bears raised 
‘more than a few eyebrows when they tied a league 
record by scoring 59 points in their final game of the sea- 
son (a 59-24 rout of Columbia). Whipple cals the offense 
“the Whip-Lash,” and he has the horses to runt, includ 
ing honorable mention al-eague quarterback McCullough 
and the duo of Jessie and Fichiera, who combined for 
1,488 yards last fall. 
‘Weaknesses: Brown stuggied on defense and the sec- 


condary wil have all new faces in'95. Two new starters are 
needed on the ofensive line, and a replacement must be 
found fo Kicker Bob Warden, athrd-team Al-America. 
Outlook: Brown, coming ois frst winning season since 
1967, is out to prove tha last year was no fake. Ater 
many down seasons, the Bears wil have to build on last 
year's surprising second-place finish with young players. 
Schedule: at Yale, Sept. 16; Rhode Island, Sept 23; at 
Holy Cross, Sept. 30; Princeton, Oct. 7; Colgate, Oct. 14; 
at PennsyWvania, Oct. 21; Comell, Oct. 28; Harvard, Nov. 4; 
at Dartmouth, Nov. 11; Columbia, Nov. 18. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: Ivy League does not com- 
pete in playotts 

Nickname: Bears. Site: Providence, Rl. 


4, CORNELL 


Coach: Jim Hotner (29°21, Sean 
1994 record: 6-4 hy: -47T&th 
‘Top players: Chris Allen, FS; Greg Bloedom, C; Steve 
Bus, DE; Steve Joyce, OB; Doug Knopp, CB; Chad Levit, 
TB; Ron Mateo, WA; Seth Payne, DT; John Rodin, PK; 
Terry Smith, TB, John Vitulo, LB. 
Strengths: The Big Red has the league's top running back 
nL ed x19 od raga 
pots pe ane, both league-leacing fgures 

Copel tes base pairs tess sca ooo 
ofthe ball 
‘Weakness: For the thi consecutive year the Big Red wil 
have a new starting quarterback; Joyce, a senior, is 
expected to take over this year. There's inexperience at 
‘wide receiver and in the secondary. 
Outlook: Comellis the only team that has finshed in the 
top haf ofthe ly League in each ofthe past five seasons. 
Last year, the Big Red began 6-0 before faling back to 
‘earth. Look for Comell o bein the league race again 
Schedule: a Princeton, Sept. 16; Holy Cross, Sept 23; at 
Dartmouth, Sept. 30; Harvard, Oct. 7; Bucknell, Oct. 14; at 
Lehigh, Oct. 21; at Brown, Oct. 28: Yale, Now. 4; Columbia, 
Nov. 11; at Pennsylvana, Nov. 18. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: iy League does not com- 


pete in playotts, 
Nickname: Big Red, Site; haca, N.Y. 


5. PRINCETON 


Coach: Steve Tosches (53-26-1, 8 years). 
1904 records 73. Wy: 4-T2nd. 


Patterson, LB; Marc Washington, RB; Carter Westal, G 
Strengths: The Tigers have the best nebacking corp in 
the league and perhaps in school history. Patterson retums 
ater a making a school-record 190 tackles last year. Moore 
pitched in with 78 stops and thee sacks, and Olveira 
added 70 tackles and nine sacks. Archie and Ludwig 
(even interceptions) are top defensive backs. 
Weaknesses: 


returing running back, and the fight end postion is ques- 
sonable. 


‘Outlook: Princeton has won two league fies in the past 
‘ght years and has put together four consecutive winning 
‘seasons for the first time since 1967. After a slow start last 
year, the Tigers rallied tote for second place. They should 
challenge again in 1995. 

‘Schedule: Cornell, Sept. 16; Bucknell, Sept. 23; at 
Colgate, Sept. 30; at Brown, Oct. 7; Lafayette, Oct. 14; at 
Harvard, Oct. 21; Columbia, Oct. 28; at Pennsylvania, Nov. 
4; Yale, Nov. 11; at Dartmouth, Nov. 18. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: Ivy League does not com- 


6. HARVARD 


Coach: Tim Murphy (4-6, 1 year; 36-51-1 overall, 6 years), 
4994 record: 46. ly: 2-5/T7th. 

‘Top players: Jetf Compas, 0B; Vin Ferrara, QB; Justin 
Frantz, LB; Tim Grifin, P; Mike Haligan, FL; Jason 
Hughes, DT; Eion Hu, HB; Sean Riley, OT; Colby Skelton, 
WR: Kwel Thompson, HB. 

‘Strengths: Harvard has the Ivy League's top returning 


ra Care al ea oe 
against Dartmouth and had 124 
Pa eer ey 
The biggest surprise was the play of Hu, who captured the 
league's top rookie award by rushing for 1,011 yards and 
scoring 11 touchdowns. 
Weaknesses: Three starters are gone from the offensive 
line andthe defensive line has litle experience, Frantz is 
the team’s only retuming linebacker. 
‘Outlook: The Crmson showed new lie last season under 
‘Murphry, who took over fr longtime coach Joe Restc, 
Entering is Second season, Murphy has a good nucleus to 
work wit, but Harvard needs to show more consistency to 
move back among the league's eit, 
‘Schedule: Columbia, Sept 16; at Colgate, Sept. 23; 
Fordham, Sept. 30; at Comell, Oct. 7; Holy Gross, Oct. 14; 
Princeton, Oct. 21; Dartmouth, Oct. 28; at Brown, Nov. 4; 
Pennsylvania, Nov. 1; at Yale, Nov. 18 
Last FAA playotf appearance: Ivy League does nat com- 
pete in payots 


7. YALE 


Coach: Carmen Cozza (174-1045, 31 years). 

1994 record: 55. ly: -4/TAth, 

Top players: Michael Bender, OT; Bob Greenlee, DL; 
Chris Hetherington, 08; Dan Iwan, WR; Rob Masela, 
KRVDB; Kevin Mayer, OB; Tony Mazurkiewicz, DB; Dave 
Prypyla, TE, 

Strengths: A strong defense returns almost intact on 
the line and in the secondary. Greenlee is one of the 
league's top defensive linemen, and Mazurkiewicz and 
Masela are solid safeties. Masella also is an excellent 
punt returner, 

Weaknesses: None ofthe running backs have any real 
Varsity experience. At quarterback, Hetherington andor 
Mayer have alot to prove. The linebacking corps is 
thin. 

Outlook: Yale finshed strong last season and won the Big 
Game (32-13 over Harvard), The Bultogs have been hurt 
by injuries the past few years and could rebound, but they 
have to find ways to score. 

Schedule: Brown, Sept. 16; at Lehigh, Sept. 23; 
Connecticut, Sept. 30; at Holy Cross, Oct. 7; Dartmouth, 
(Oct 14; at Columbia, Oct. 21; Pennsyivania, Oct. 28; at 
Corel, Nov. 4; at Princeton, Nov. 11; Harvard, Nov. 18. 
Last FAA playott appearance: Ivy League does not com- 


8. DARTMOUTH 
Coach: John Lyons (19-11, 3 years). 
1994 record: 4-6. Wy: 25/771. 
Top players: Mark Abel, LB; Jon Ajance, 8; JJ. Cos, 
1 . Lee, 


Swanson, 

Songs Tw of be Pre cunts Wo made slats 
last season should be healthy and ready to pay. Singleton, 
1 Colorado State transfer, threw for 620 yards and four 
touchdowns before breaking his wrist and being lost for the 
year. Ajancic, who took over when Singleton went down, is 
good at running the option. Larsen and Cost are exper 
enced offensive linemen, 

Weaknesses: Ober, one of the best backs in the 
league (625 yards in just 51/2 games), sustained a ser- 
‘ous knee injury last season and is questionable for 95, 
The Big Green also has to replace three top receivers, 
including all-league pick David Shearer. Only one return- 
ing wide receiver caught a pass last season, and he 
caught just two. 

utlook: Dartmouth isn a rebuing made, But this pro- 


Colgate Oct 21 at Harvard, O28: at Columbia Nov 4 
Brown, Nov. 11; Princeton, Nov, 18. 

Last IAA playotf appearance: Ivy League does nat com 
pete in playots. 

Nickname: Gren. Ste: Haroves, NH 


“Tent by Frank Benson. 
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Red Storm’s Jermaine Creighton 
takes the Metro Atlantic by storm 


By ROGER RUBIN 


ne thing you can say about St. 
John’s sophomore running back 
Jermaine Creighton is that he 
makes quite a first impression. 

The St. John’s coaching staff found that 
out on a typical off-season day after the 1993 
season. As Coach Bob Ricca worked quietly 
a desk on the Jamaica, N.Y., campus, 
his staff, assembled in the next office, 
viewed tapes sent by prospective recruits. 

When Creighton’s tape was rolled, it 
caused such a frenzy among the assistant 
aches that Ricca was summoned from his 
desk. “That truly is rare,” Ricca said. 

One couldn't blame the staff for its 
unabashed enthusiasm. The '93 season had 
been the last of four for St. John’s running 
back Anthony Russo, the No. 3 rusher in 
NCAA history (all divisions), and coaches 
were eager to find an adequate replacement. 
Creighton, from nearby Wyandanch High 
on Long Island, got everyone's hopes up. 

“It was a very impressive film,” Red Storm 
offensive coordinator Bob Moltisanti said. 
“He had thin legs but a strong upper body, 
and he could see openings and hit them 
with a great burst of speed.” 

Though Ricca also was encouraged by the 
film, his reaction was tempered with real- 
ism. St. John’s is a non-scholarship pro- 
gram, and the Red Storm staff knows a 
scholarship talent when it sees one. Ricca 
returned to his desk, resigned to the fact 
St. John’s probably was out of the running 
for a player of Creighton’s skills. 

Scholarship offers did come Creighton's 
way during his final prep year, but the 
opportunities weren't quite right. “(One 
school) wanted me to move to inside receiy- 
er in arun-and-shoot,” he said. “Others had 
other running backs. And I was interested 
in staying close to home. 

“I saw an opportunity to play right away at 
St. John’s, which isn't too far. Russo was gone, 
St. John’s needed a tailback. Why not me?” 

Creighton didn't disappoint. Not only did 
he go ahead and choose St. John’s, he 
demonstrated a rare blend of speed, power 
and football smarts as a freshman. Such 
attributes put him a cut above the other run- 
ning backs in the Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference. Time and again, Creighton 
showed he was. holarship-caliber player 
flourishing in a non-scholarship league as 
he reeled off 10-yard gains almost at will. 

Still, success didn't come instantly. 
Creighton, a 5-foot-9, 175-pounder, man- 
aged only 122 yards in his first three 
games. In his next three outings, though, 
he gained 549 and got St. John’s rolling 
toward a 10-1 season. By the end of the 
year, he had amassed seven consecutive 
100-yard rushing games and a season total 
of 1,164 yards (52 more than Russo accu- 
mulated as a freshman). 

Ricca is tickled over finding considerably 
more than an adequate replacement for 
Russo. Creighton is the cornerstone of a 
foundation for what should be three more 


‘St. John’s Jermaine Creighton ran for 1,164 
yards as a true freshman last season. 


winning seasons, and he could smash many 
school rushing records before he’s 
through. And, just maybe, he'll find a place 
in the NCAA record book. 

“Some things are just hard to figure,” said 
, marveling at his good fortune, “You 
lose a running back like Anthony Russo 
and you have to shrug and say, ‘A guy like 
him comes around once in a lifetime.’ Then 
Jermaine Creighton comes along and you 
wonder if you could be fortunate enough to 
get another,” 

Ironically, Russo’s success drew 
Creighton to St. John’s. “I had seen what 
Russo did here (5,834 yards on the ground, 
behind only all-time NCAA leader Johnny 
Bailey of Texas A&I and No, 2 Tony Dorsett 
of Pittsburgh) and I wanted to be a tailback 
just like he was,” Creighton said, “He was 
good, but Iam good, too. I see no reason I 
can't be as successful.” 

Creighton is getting along just fine with- 
out a free ride. In fact, the only rides he 
took last year were of the hour-long variety 
from his home to the commuter university, 
It didn't hurt that once he got to St. John’s, 
he hooked up with another standout new- 
comer, quarterback Mark Levine. 

Last season, Creighton and Levine com- 
bined to give the Red Storm a youthful and 
potent offense. When Creighton wasn't 
breaking into the clear, Levine was passing 
for 1,952 yards and 15 touchdown: 

Now, both sophomores are brimming 
with confidence after their banner seasons. 
And you have to wonder if the rest of the 
MAAC can stop them—particularly 
Jermaine Creighton, the ultimate replace- 
ment player. @ 


Roger Rubin is a sportswriter for New York 
Newsday. 
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METRO ATLANTIC 


ST. JOHN'S 
MARIST 
GEORGETOWN 
IONA 
DUQUESNE 
SIENA 

ST. PETER'S 
CANISIUS 


ALL-MAAC TEAM 


Pos_Name, School Mass 
6-065 _ Jr. 


eps 


on oan S 


WR _ ANTHONY PORCARO, Jona 
WR ERIC SPEZIO, lona 


JERMAINE CRE) 
“JOVAN RHODES, 


DEFENSE 


Pos. _Name, School 


SPECIALISTS. 


Pos. Name, School 
Ratan 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 


JERMAINE CREIGHTON 
RB, St. John’s 


TOM WONICA 
LB, Georgetown 


Metro ATLANTIC ATHLETIC TEAM GHARTS 


1. ST. JOHN'S 


Coach: Bob Ricca (110-631, 17 years). 

1994 record: 10-1, MAAC: 6-1/T1st 

‘Top players: Jermaine Creighton, RB; Stephen DeAmics, 
CCB; Kurt Ditzlr, DB; Stove Dombrowshi, DL; Anthony 
Ferrara, DE; Ken Forte, DB; Randolph Howard, LB; Mark 
Levin, OB; John O'Leary, WR; Dan Parker, TE; Dan 
Rhein, OT, 

Strengths: Creighton is both tlonted and motivated; he is 
taking his pursuit of record-breaking St. John's predecessor 
“Anthony Russo very seriously. Levine isa top-notch pass- 
ey, has decent speed out ofthe pocket, reads defonses 
with aplomb and likely won't make the poor decisions he 
made last year as a freshman. The offensive line blocks 
well for the run and the pass. 

Weaknesses: Tho Red Storm's defense was decimated by 
graduation but retums some skilod reserves. The special 
teams need a lot of work; Rcca must find a now punter 
and Kok 
Outlook: St. John's is coming of ts best season and no 
team has more confidence intel. With Lovie caling the 
shots and Creighton carrying the bal it could be another 
banner year in Now York. 

Schedule: at Pace, Sept. 16; at Monmouth, Sept, 23; 
Marist, Sept. 29; at Georgetown, Oct 7; Canisius, Oct. 14; 
St. Peter's, Oct 21; at Siena, Oct, 28; at Duquesne, Nov. 
Alor, No 1; Send Hot Hv 2, 

Last AA playotf appearance: None. 

Nickname: Red Storm, Site: Jamaica, NY, 


2, MARIST 


Coach: Jim Parady (16-13-1, 3 years). 

4994 record: 7-3, MAAC: 6-1/T1st. 

Top players: Omar Bivins, DE; Chris D’Autori, WALK; 
Pete Ford, OB; Roger Hancock, LB; Jovan Rhodes, TB; 
deft Saccomanno, DT; Mario Wison, S; Malik Woodard, 
CB; James Wynkoop, OT. 

‘Strengths: Rhodes rushed for 1,058 yards last season and 
's one ofthe best backs in the conference. The receiving 
corps of D’Autoro, Curin Wikerson and Jon Reed is a cut 
above. The entire ine retums from a defense that alowed 
only 97.8 rushing yards per game, 
‘Weaknesses: The offensive line that Rhodes wil run 
behind is young. The back seven on defense will ba a huge 
question mark. The key losses were linebacker Rick Fish 
‘and comerback Bruce Harris, 

‘Outlook: Unlike last season, most of the Red Foxes’ tough 
‘games will be on the road. But Rhodes' presence lends 
hope for another stellar season, 

Schedule: Monmouth, Sept. 2; at Fordham, Sept. 9; at St. 
Francis, Sept 16; at St. John's, Sept 29; at lona, Oct. 7; 
Duquesne, Oct. 14; at Canisius, Oct. 21; Georgotown, Oct 
28; St. Peter's, Nov. 4; Siena, Nov, 11, 

Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 
Nickname: Red Foxes. Site: Poughkoepsia, N.Y. 


3. GEORGETOWN 


Coach: Bob Benson (9-9, 2 years) 

1994 record: 5-4, MAAC: 4-9T3rd 

Top players: Tim Benitez, DE; Jim Cesare, WR; Derok 
deBekker, OT; Joe Eacobacci, DE; Steve loro, RB; Chris 
Johnston, FS; Janne Kour, DT; Enrico Maran, NT; Bl 
Ward, QB; Tom Wonica, LB 

Strengths: There are 49 lettermen, including 20 with stat 
ing experience, retuming from a team that closed 1994 
with four consecutive victres. Defense willbe the forte in 
the nation’s capital, with Wonica (101 tackles) and 
Johnston (five interceptions) leading the way. 
Weaknesses: The let sido of the offensive line i being 
rebuilt, Players atthe ski postions aro young, A punter is 
needed. 

Outlook: There is considerable experience and no shor 
age of confidence, so i's ima for Bonson's Hoyas to con- 
tend. 

Schedule: at lona, Sept, 16, Duquesne, Sept, 23, at 
Canisius, Sept. 20; St. John’s, Oct, 7; Franklin & Marshal, 
Oct. 14; at Johns Hopkins, Oct, 20; at Marit, Oct. 28; 
Siena, Nov. 4 at St Peters, Nov. 11, 

Last LAA playoff appearance: None 

Nickname: Hoyas. Site: Washington, D.C. 


4. 10NA 


‘Coach: Harold Crocker (45-54+1, 10 years). 
1994 record: 3-6. MAAC: 3-4/5th. 

Top players: Dan Bergin, LB; John Calandros, DT; Ron 
ark, DT; Michael Etreich, DE; Whitney Epps, CB; Chris 
LaMotta, DB; Rich McCall, RB; Anthony Porcaro, WR; 
‘Tom Prousian, QB; Eric Spezio, WR, 

Strengths: Proudian is the conference's premier quar- 
terback and he has excelient receivers, inch 
and Porcaro. Every key skill-position player i 
‘ence and the offensive line has plenty of veterans, Last 
‘season's young defensive line displayed outstanding 
potential, 

Weaknesses: Tho defense nevertheless has alt to prove 
afar several sieveike showings in'94, The Kieking duties 
are up for grabs. 

Outlook: Last season was a major disappointment for the 
Gaels, who were unbeaten in league play in 1993. There's 
too much offense here for lona to stumble again, with 
Proudian giving lana a chance to beat anyone on its 
schedule. 

‘Schedule: Georgetown, Sept. 16; Pace, Sept. 23; at 
‘Siena, Sept. 30; Marist, Oct, 7; at St. Peter's, Oct. 
Wagner, Oct. 21; Duquesne, Oct 28; at Canisius, Nov. 
at St. John's, Nov, 10. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 

Nickname: Gaels. Site: New Rocholle, N.Y. 


Coach: Greg Gattuso (10-10, 2 year). 
1994 record: 6-4. MAAC: 4-97T3rd. 
‘Top players: Kris Bergman, K; Andy Crocker, G; ea 
Kemauf, LB; Mauro Monz, Neckerman, 

Neely, WR; Bruce Nelson, WR/P; Mike Orsi, Di cae 
Rivera, G; Brian Staines, OB; John Wojciechowski, DE. 
Strengths: The Dukes, who should benefit from senior 
leadership, retum more than 20 playars with some starting 
‘duty and have a solid kick-etuming corps. Staines and 
Dave Loya provide quality quarterbacking. 
‘Weaknesses: The offensive line needs retooling. 
‘Outlook: There are no superstars on the Duguesne roster, 
bout most positions seem welH-fortfed. Quick, athletic play- 
ers are on hand at running back and wide receiver, and the 
kicking game appears strong. With a itl luck, Gattuso's 
team could be a Metro Atantic sleeper in 1925, 

Schedule: at St. Francis, Sept. 9; Robert Mortis, Sept. 16; 
at Georgetown, Sept. 23; at Gannon (Pa.), Sept. 30; St. 
Peter's, Oct. 7; at Marist, Oct, 14; Siena, Oct. 21; at Iona, 
Oct. 28; St. John's, Nov. 4; Canisius, Nov. 11, 

Last FAA play eppeerens: eon 


Goach: Jack DuBois (14-51, 7 years). 

1994 record: 2-7, MAAC: 2-S/TEth 

‘op players: Dave Commander, G; Ande DiDomenico, 
WR; Tom Gianatasio, DE; Reggie Green, RB; Scott 
Hartman, LB; Todd Keeler, S; Stove Mazurosk, C; Soott 
Riecke, QB; Jeff Sawulski, RB; Scott Snyder, LB. 
Strengths: The retum of Riecke, Sawuiski, Green and 
DiDomenico gives Siena the nucleus for a potentially form 
ddable offense. Snyder and Hartman head a tough group of 
linebackers. 


‘Weaknesses: The Saints lack size and depth and aro 
inexperienced on the defensive ine, 

Qutlook: Success seems to be at least a year or two away 
{or DuBois and company. Siena will have to gear up for a 
tough fish in'95, with its final three games (two of them 
‘onthe road) coming against the MAC's top teams. 


Oct, 14; at Duquesne, Oct. 2; 
Georgetown, Nov. 4; at Marist, Nov, 11. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: None, 
Nickname: Saints, Site: Loudonville, N.Y, 


7, ST. PETER'S 


Coach: Mark Collins (1-8, 1 year). 

1994 record: 1-8. MAAC: 1-6/8th, 

Top players: Erc Baxter, LB/TE; Carlos Dias, OT; Keth 
Kettles, DB/QB; Eddie McDowell, RB/DB; Marc Molloy, OT; 


Enrique Pizarro, DL; Justin Treloar, OL; Markeem Watson, 
1B; John Wisebumn, LB/DB/P; Lou Zampela, DB, 
Strengths: The offensive ling retums intact and there's. 
plenty of experience in the defensive backfeld. The best 
‘news, though, i the presence of Watson a junior who 
made 123 tackes last season 

Weaknesses: That offensive line is a veteran uni, all right, 
butt gave inadequate protection tothe Peacocks’ quarter- 
backs in'94, Newcomers will man most of the skil posi- 
tions. Special-teams play has been atrocious. 

Qutlook: Freshmen must step up to compensate for the 
lack of depth—and talent. n the word of non-scholarship 
football, though, i's vitually impossible fr St. Pete's—or 
anyone elso—to gauge the strength ofits incoming cass. 
Schedule: Monmouth, Sept. 16; at Siena, Sept, 2; 
Wagner, Sept. 29; at Duquesne, Oct. 7; fona, Oct. 14; at 
St. Jotn's, Oct 21; Canisius, Oct. 28; at Marist, Now 4; 
Goorgotown, Nov. 11 

Last FAA playott appearance: None. 
Nickname: Peacocks. Site: Jersey City, NJ. 


8. CANISIUS 


Coach: Chuck Wiliams (Yet year), 
1994 record: 2-8. MAAC: 2-5/T8th, 

‘Top players: Tom Bernardo, WR; Chris Carlson, FS; Scot 
Dochal, DE; Chris Edwards, OT; Aaron Fix, SS/KR; C.J, 
Hurl, LB; Mark Kole, WR; Scott Philips, TB; John 

TE; Frank Zabawa, DE, 

wards, a 285-pounde, wil anchor the ofen- 
sive ine. Kolbe has great hands. The defense played very 
well in '94 during an eight-oss season. Most of al, there's 
Fix, a fine defender end puntretumer extraordinaire. Last 
year, Foc ran back three punts for touchdowns in one 


game. 
Weaknesses: The ofensive backfield is unsetied. The 
Golden Grifns are desperate at running back. 

Outlook: Willams, 61, was promoted to coach from his 
defensive coortnator post. Fix and the special teams may 
be able to produce some victories for Wiliams, but there 
are too many question marks for Canisius to contend tis 


season. 
‘Schedule: Mercyhurst (Pa), Sept. 7; at Siena, Sept. 16; 
Gannon (Pa), Sept. 23; Georgetown, Sept 30; at Buttalo 
‘State, Oct. 7; at St. John's, Oct. 14; Marist, Oct. 21; at St 
Petr Os fen, Hot ses, M1 

Last FAA playotf appearar 
Nickname: Golden Grifins. Site ut 


Text by Roger Rubin 


Canisius offensive tackle Chris Edwards, 
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When the game is on the line, 
Bulldogs’ Hicks wants the hall 


By NEIL WHITE 


runch time. It’s the defining 
moment of a game, when the score 
is tight and the clock is winding 
down, It's the time when the game 
is won or lost. 
For South Carolina State, it simply is the 
time to get the ball in Michael Hicks’ hands, 
“He waits for it. He loves it,” South 
lina State Coach Willie Jeffries said of 
enior tailback. “When the 
ine, he wants the football.” 


left, Hicks breaks off a 72- 
yard touchdown run to break a 27-27 tie in 
the Bulldogs’ 1993 victory over Bethune- 
Cookman. He finishes with 196 yards and 
three touchdowns. 

* In a 58-52 triple-overtime victory over 
North Carolina A&T in 1993, Hicks rushes 
for 228 yards and five touchdowns, one 
coming on a 75-yard run that begins a 24- 
point fourth quarter. 

© Against Delaware State in 1994, Hicks 
scores on a 24-yard run—his fourth touch- 
down of the game—with 34 seconds left to 
give South Carolina State a 42-38 victory. The 
decisive touchdown caps off a 208-yard day. 

“When we need a touchdown, he'll figure 
out how to get it, whether it's 80 yards or 20 
yards,” Jeffries said. “I've noticed when we 
were behind, he'll get the football and make 
some unbelievable runs, some things I 
haven't seen anybody else do before. Michael 
has a little something extra he can give you 
when it gets tight in the critical moments.” 

Scoring seemingly comes naturally for 
Hicks, who led Division I-AA and set a Mid- 
Eastern Athletic Conference record with 22 
touchdowns last season, when he was 
named a second-team Division LAA All 
America. That increased Hicks’ two-season 
touchdown total to 39, nine behind the con- 
ference record set by Howard's Harvey 
Reed (1984-87). 

Reed’s MEAC career rushing record 
(4,142 yards) also stands on unsound 
ground. Hicks, who missed his freshman 
year because he did not meet minimum aca- 
demic requirements, needs 1,386 yards to 
surpass Reed. After rushing for a school- 
record 1,388 yards as a sophomore and 
1,368 last season, Hicks is right on track. 

Even though the numbers scream out, 
Hicks does not. He never showboats on the 
field, and he is exceedingly quiet off it. 

“He's one of the finest gentlemen you've 
ever met in your life,” Jeffries said. “Never 
a disciplinary problem.” 

Ask the soft-spoken Hicks what makes 
him special and he pauses. 

“I really don’t know,” he said. “Instincts, 1 
guess, That's about it.” 

He downplays his accomplishments. 

“There's a little satisfaction,” he said. “I 
really don’t think I've played the first couple 
of years the way I'm capable of playing.” 

But he isn’t so modest that he doesn’t set 
exacting standards for himself. How much 


South Carolina State's Michael Hicks is on 
track to become the MEAC’s all-time rusher. 


better could he play? Well, he doesn’t shy 
from talk about gaining 2,000 yards in 95. 

“Anything's possible,” he said. “Hopefully, 
Tl be able to accomplish that.” 

If he does, NFL scouts will be wandering 
through Orangeburg for a look. Jeffries cer- 
tainly expects him to keep playing after he 
leaves school. 

“He can make it because he can run with 
the best of them,” Jeffries said. “He can block 
and he has the best pair of hands catching 
the football. He's got the whole package.” 

And as Hicks—who's 6foot-l and 185 
pounds—racks up numbers on the field, 
the Bulldogs pile up impressive numbers in 
the win column. In 1994, South Carolina 
State finished 10-2, including a MEAC 
championship and a 31-27 Heritage Bowl 
victory over Grambling. It was the 
Bulldogs’ second consecutive Heritage 
Bowl appearance. 

Jeffries knows how fortunate he was to land 
Hicks. At Lamar County High in Barnesville, 
Ga., Hicks ran for 2,413 yards as a senior. 
Southeastern Conference schools lined up, 
then backed off when it became apparent 
Hicks wouldn't qualify academically, 

Georgia tried to place him at Georgia 
Military, a junior college. But Hicks decid- 
ed to go to a four-year school right away 
and he liked Jeffries’ program, a traditional 
MEAC powerhouse. 

No regrets there, even though he had to sit 
out his freshman year to work on academics. 

“I made a great choice coming to South 
Carolina State,” Hicks said. 

Jeffries couldn't agree more. 

“I knew he was a good running back, but 
I didn't know he was going to be as good of 
a football player as he has turned out to be,” 
he said. 

Especially during crunch time. @ 


Neil White covers college sports for The 
State in Columbia, S.C. 
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1, SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
2. DELAWARE STATE 

3. FLORIDA A&M 

4, NORTH CAROLINA A&T 
5. BETHUNE-COOKMAN 
6. HOWARD 

7. MORGAN STATE 


SPECIALISTS 
Pos. Name, School HUW Class 


K_ JASON DECUR, Howard _ 
‘RUBEN RUZ, 


58160. 


TYRONE SNEED, 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 


MICHAEL HICKS 
RB, South Carolina State 


DEFENSE: 
EARL HOLMES 
LB, Florida A&M 


1, SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 


Coach: Wille Jotries (01-37-4, 12 years, 142-934 overall, 

24 years) 

1964 record: 10-2 (beat Grambling State in Heritage 

Bow), MEAC: 6-0/st 

Toop Kenny Bynum, RB; Kely Craig, TE; Jermaine 
Dericott, DB; Michael Hicks, RB; Timothy Holmes, P/DB; 

Bobby McGowens, WR; Lamond Nelson, LB; Damoon 

Peimer, LB; Kevin Pope, CB; Raleigh Roundtree, OT; 

Russell Thomas, CBKR. 

Strengths: With Hicks, Sout Carolina State's alltime 

Jeading rusher, running behind an experienced line, the 


Jatries likes it.The defense should be beter, thanks total 
ent at inebacker and in the secondary. 

Weaknesses: Replacing magical quarterback Marvin 
Marshall wil be dificult, and South Carolina Stat lacks 
‘experience at wide receiver, That means the passing game 
‘may be nonexistent The defensive front will miss star end 
“Anthony Cook as much asthe offanse wil miss Marshall A 
‘icker must emerge, 

‘Outlook: The Bulldogs, who are coming of thet fist 
MEAC crown since 1983, won't go another 10 years 
between tes. South Carolina State wil go as far as Hicks, 
‘who's gunning for his third consocute MEAG rushing tia, 
takes i, which may bo to first place. 

‘Schedule: at Georgia Southern, Sept 2; Furman, Sept, 9; 
Charleston Southern, Sept. 16; Tennessee Stato (at 
‘Aianta), Sept. $0; at Morgan Stata, Oct. 7; at Bethuno 
Cookman, Oc. 14; Hampton, Oc. 21; Delaware State, Oct. 
26; at Howard, Now, 4; Florida ABM, Nov. 11; North 
Carolina ABT, Nov. 18. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 1982. 

‘Nickname: Bulldogs. Site: Orangeburg, §.C. 


2. DELAWARE STATE 


Coach: Wiliam Colick (72-35, 10 years). 
1994 record: 7-4, MEAC: 4-2/2nd 

Top players: Tarik Abut-Casim, LB; Jamel Blagmon, SS; 
Keith Jani, OT; Cedric Jones, DT; Dennis Jones, 
Bennie Lee, G; Emest Shockey, DE; Fabian Thome, FB; 
Ronnie Wikerson, LB; Jason Wiliams, FS 

‘Strengths: Jarvis and Lee retum to open holes for Thome, 
who rushed for 1,089 yards and 13 touchdowns last sea- 
son, Jones, the conference's top-rated passe, returns as 
well, giving the Homets plenty of ways to sting opponents, 
Weaknesses: The defense doesn't possess a oy. 
Maybe Blagmon, Willams, Abul-Casim o Jones wil fil the 
bill. Or maybe they/t all play well enough that t won't mat- 
ter, The top three pass-catchers, who combined for 113 
receptions and 1,800 yards, are gone. A punter and kicker 
‘must be found 

‘Outlook: The Homets won four oftheir last five games to 
fish with a non-losing record for the 12th consecutive 
season, That stroak should continue, and Delaware Stato 
may even claim ts first MEAC title sinco 1991, 

‘Schedule: Rhode Island, Sept. 2; at Wester Iinois, Sept 
16; Liberty, Sept. 23; Norfolk (Va. Stato, Sopt, 90, al 
Hampton, Oct 7; at Florida ABM, Oct. 14; Morgan Stato, 
Oct, 21; at South Carolina Stato, Oct. 28; at North Carolina 
AST, Nov. 4 Bethune-Cookman, Nov, 11; Howard, Nov. 18, 
Last -AA playotf appearance: None. 

Homets, Site: Dover, De, 


3. FLORIDA A&M 


Coach: Willam (Bily) Joe (6-5, 1 year, 172-59-4 overall, 
21 years), 

1994 record: 6-5. MEAC: 2-4/T5th. 

‘Top players: Demetrius Bille, OL; Tony Bland, WR; 
Primus Burley, DB; Ray Domingo, QB; Reggie Glover, FB; 
Earl Holmes, LB; Reggie Lee, DT; Rod Williams, DE; 
Robert Wilson, WR. 

3: The Rattlers can play defense, Florida ABM 
topped the MEAC in scoring (17.1 points per game) and 
total defense (309.1 yards per game) last season, Expect 
more of the same, thanks to Wiliams, Lee and Holmes, a 
ferocious hitter who makes plays all over the field 
Weaknesses: An inconsistent otfense doomed the Rattors 
last season. And FAMU's best offensive player, running 
back Sha-mell Simpkins, has departed. The detense, which 
will have an inexperienced secondary, may need to pitch a 
string of shutouts for FAMU to win consistently 


Outlook: Joe's first season in Tallahassee produced highs 
(veto Gearing wd Sathen) ar oes (reas 
{o Morgan State and archvival Bethune-Cookman), Count 

‘onthe Rattlers being more consistent this season. 

Schedule: Tuskegee (Ala), Sept 2; at Miami (la), Sept. 
8; Jackson State, Sep. 16; Tennessee State (at Orlando), 
Sept. 23 at Howard, Sept. 3; at Noth Caroina ABT, et 


1; Sete Caran a Taro N Nov. 25 
Last -AA playott appearance: 
Nickname: Rattlers. ae Tosh ee: Fla. 


4. NORTH CAROLINA A&T 
ose Bil Hayes (48-31, 7 years, 197-71-2 overall, 19 


Jeet records 6-5, MEAC: 3-4T3rd, 
Carlos Baldwin, TE; Maseo. 
Mike Hamiton, LB; Toran 


Knight, DB; Rod McDougal, LB; Miton Shaw, RB (trans- 
fer/Clemson); Jamain Stephens, OT, 

Strengths: The Aggies linebackers, including Johnson, 
Hamilton and McDougal, are studs who should make life 
miserable for MEAC runners. Throw in James, and points: 
and yards will be in short supply for ABT foes. The 
receivers figure to shine. 

Weaknesses: For the Aggies to improve offensively, Bolin 
must step up. He has to reduce his interceptions. 
Developing some running backs is a high priory, 

Outlook: Never overlook North Carolina A&T. If they aren't 
in the thick ofthe tle hunt, the Aggies figure to have a say 
‘about who wins it. 

Schedule: at North Carolina Central, Sept. 3; at Winston- 
Salem (N.C.) State, Sept, 9; Appalachian State, Sept. 16; 
at Jacksonville State, Sept. 23; Florida A&M, Oct. 7; at 
Morgan State, Oct. 14; Howard, Oct. 21; at Bethune- 
Cookman, Oct. 28; Delaware State, Nov. 4; Lane (Tenn), 
Nov. 11; South Carolina State, Nov. 18. 


Coach: Jack (Cy) McClaren (65-43-3, 13 years) 
1994 record: 5-6. MEAC: 3-973. 
‘Top players: Joa Brown, C; Mortis Nobles, WR; Wile 
Oslesby, S; Derick Payne, DB; Cecil Risher, G; Tyrone 
Sneed, WRIKR; Steve Wallace, RB; Wilmer White, RB; 
Michael Womack, LB; Raymond Woodie, DE. 
Strengths: Woodie and Oglesby are the stars ofa defense 
that should keep the Wildcats in every game. White and 
Nobles are the skil-positio players to watch on offense, 
They benefit from the blocking of Risher and Brown. The 
linebackers and secondary are solid, Sneed isa dangerous 
retum man, 
Weaknesses: Tho Wildcats lack a proven quarterback. 
Depth on both ines also appears tobe a problem, A kicker 
must emerge. 
Outlook: The rest of the conference isn't likely to overlook 
Bethune-Cookman this season, not after the job tho wily 
MeOlairen, who won MEAC Coach of the Year honors, did 
in 1994, when he resuscitated a program that went 1-10 in 
"93, Bethune-Cookman is improving, but don't expect the 
Wildcats to post thelr first winning record since 1985, as 
there is a tough non-conference schedule. 
‘Schedule: Howard, Sept, 2; Morgan State, Sept. & at UT 
Chattanooga, Sept. 16; Hampton (st Jacksonvile), Sept. 
30; at Norfolk (Va. Stat, Oct. 7; South Carolina State, 
Oct, 14; at Alvany (Ga, State, Oct 21; North Carolina ABT, 
(Oct, 28; at Central Florida, Now. 4 at Delaware State, Nov. 
{i ia AM (Tang) No. 25. 

None. 


Last AA playotf appearance: 
Nickname: Wildcats. Site: Daytona Beach, Fla. 
6, HOWARD 


Coach: Steve Wison (38-28, 6 years). 

1994 record: 4-7, MEAC: 157th. 

‘Top players: Robert Bel, OT; Wiliam Burch, S; David 
Carington, LB; Marc Christe, LB; Jason Decut, K; Daryl 
Hall, C; Anthony Heyward, OT; Sabastian Owens, WR; 
‘Clarence Peacock, LB; Ruben Ruiz, P; Sylvester Settles, 
C8; Marco Ward, WR. 


Morgan State linebacker Levi Baucom, 


Strengths: Start with the conference's best punter (Ruiz) 
and Kicker (Decui), The offensive line, led by Hall and Bell, 
fetus four starts, The receivers and linebackers should 
be sold, Problems that stem from inexperience, a bugaboo 
in'94, should be minimal. 

‘Weaknesses: The front seven on defense stil is woak, 
which means Settles and Burch may be making alot of 
tackles in the secondary. There's no proven quarterback. 
Junior Antonio King is the front-runner, but he'll be pushed 
by redshin freshman Ted White. 

Outlook: The Bison took the express elevator down last 
‘season, crashing to the basement after going 1-1 (6-0 in 
the MEAC) in 83. Howard should improve in 1995, but it 
won't finish inthe upper dvision, 

Schedule: at Bethune-Cookman, Sept. 2; Hampton, Sept. 
9; North Carolina Cental, Sept. 16; Arkansas-Pine Blu (at 
St. Lous), Sept. 23; Florida ABM, Sept. 30; Alcorn State (at 
Indianapolis), Oct. 7; t North Carolina ABT, Oct. 21; 
Morehouse (Ga.), Oct. 28; South Carolina State, Now. 4; at 
Morgan Stato, Nov. 11; at Delaware State, Nov. 18, 

Last I-AA playoff appearance: 1993, 

Nickname: Bison. Site: Washington, 0.C 


7. MORGAN STATE 


Coach: Ricky Diggs (2-35, 4 years), 

1994 record: 3-8, MEAC: 2-4/TSth, 

‘Top players: Levi Baucom, LB; O'Anthony Cameron, WR; 
Marcus Moore, G; Michael Moore, QB; Jetrey Myers, OT; 
Dary! Ray, HB; Jason Stamper, OT; Andre Thomas, FB; 
Wille Thompson, NG; Chris Ursini, WR. 

Strengths: Michaol Moore and Thomas lead an offense 
that's adoquato, Thoy'l work bohind a line that has four 
starters back. Tho hard-hiting Baucom isan impact player 
‘on defense, For tho fist timo in schoo! history, the Bears 
wil havo three fulltime offensive and dofensive assistants 
Weaknesses: Who'l help Baycom tackle opponents? 
‘Morgan gave up 38.2 points and 404.5 yards per game last 
season, the lowlight of which was an 87-12 loss to 
Grambling 

Qutlook: Much-maligned Morgan State improved last sea- 
son, which was highlighted by victories over Florida ABM 
‘nd Howard that allowed the Bears to escape the collar. 
Given its lack of resources, Morgan State wil have prob- 
Jems taking anathor stop forward. 

Schedule: at James Madison, Sept 2; at Bethune- 
Cookman, Sept. 9; .), Sept. 23; South 
Caroina State, Oct. 7; North Carolina ABT, Oct. 14; at 
Delaware State, Oct. 21; at Florida AAM, Oct. 28; at 


Text by Nel White 
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Holcey has become big fish in 
small pond after leaving Auburn 


By TONY PETTIS _ 


t's about 20 miles from Tuskegee, Ala., 
to the Auburn University campus. At 
one time, Michael Holcey thought that 
was perfect. 

In 1992, Holcey was a freshman line- 
backer for Auburn, trying to make sense of 
college classes and at the same time con- 
vince his coaches that he was too good to 
redshirt. 

And if those pressures got too tough, he 
was just a few minutes’ drive from the 
warmth of home, eating well and feeling 
better, 

Problem was, the pressures got too tough 
too often. 

“I had to transfer,” said Holcey, who 
enters his junior year at Tennessee State 
this season. “I was too close to home and I 
felt like I needed to get farther away. Every 
day I could go home and I don't think I was 
focused on football. 

“Here the only thing I can do is grades 
and football.” 

He is doing both of them well. On the 
school end, he is on course to earn a degree 
in physical education. In football, he is on a 
collision course with every quarterback in 
the Ohio Valley Conference. 

Last season, his second at Tennessee 
State, Holcey registered 83 tackles (61 unas- 
sisted) and had eight sacks. He also caused 
three fumbles and recovered three. He had 
one interception and broke up one pass. 

To Tennessee State Coach Bill Davis, 
those are numbers that give offensive coor- 
dinators headaches. 

“He is what I would call an impact player,” 
Davis said. “He makes things happen on 
defense. He's somebody that you have to 
account for on every play, or he'll hurt you.” 

Holcey thinks it all goes back to the year 
he spent at Auburn, in the fishbowl of a 
Division I program. Even though he was 
redshirted, he went head-to-head in prac- 
tice with players who were talented but not 
very friendly to upstart freshmen who 
wanted their jobs, 

According to Holcey, you had no choice 
but to get better. 

“In Division I, there is no half-speed,” he 
said, “There’s much more competition and 
you learn a lot more because you're going 
up against somebody that’s just as good as 
you are. Practices and games are so intense 
because the players know there are people 
right below them that will take their jobs if 
they don't go all out. 

“I don't think I would be as good of a play- 
er if | hadn't started out at Auburn.” 

Davis said Holcey’s attitude has played a 
part as well. 

“A lot of guys who transfer down to LAA 
from Division I think they're better than the 
average player,” Davis said. “They just 
transfer because they want to play more 
and not because it’s best for them. 

“But if they want to get an education and 
play football and their philosophy is the 
same as the situation they’re coming to, 
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Tennessee State linebacker Michael Holcey fin- 
Ished second in the OVC in fumble recoveries. 


then it can be a positive transition. That's 
the way it was for Michael.” 

As impressive as his numbers were last 
year, few around the league seemed to notice 
when the season was over. Despite finishing 
third in the OVC in sacks and tied for second 
in fumble recoveries, he was not named to 
the all-conference team picked by the league 
coaches and sports information directors. 

“I was really shocked at that,” Davis said. 
“There weren't many linebackers in the 
league last year that were in his class, What 
he needs to do now is show that what he did 
last year is really the kind of player Michael 
Holcey is.” 

‘That's the plan, Holcey says. 

“At the end of the season, I thought I 
would make AILOVC, but it really didn’t 
affect me when I didn't,” he said. “I knew I 
had done a good job and I've got two more 
years to do that kind of stuff.” 

He also has two more chances to help the 
Tigers break their streak of losing seasons, 
which now stands at four. Tennessee State was 
4-7 in Holoey's first year and 56 a year ago. 

The irony is that if he had stayed at 
Auburn, Holcey would have been part of 
the Tigers’ 11-0 season of 1993. Does he 
have any regrets? 

“T'm not going to lie. I wouldn't mind hav- 
ing a ring,” he said. “I still have a lot of 
friends down there and I still hope they 
have a great year every year. 

“But I think I made the right decision for 
me. I wouldn't change a thing.” @ 


Tony Pettis covers the Ohio Valley 
Conference for the Nashville Banner. 
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REDICHIONS 


ORDER OF FINISH 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE ST. 
TENNESSEE STATE 

SE MISSOURI STATE 
TENNESSEE TECH 
MURRAY STATE 

AUSTIN PEAY 

UT MARTIN 

MOREHEAD STATE 


SCononuren 


Pos. _ Name, Schoo! Hui Class, 
WR LAWRENCE SEGRE, Ternesses St_6-21195 Sr. 


‘TENNESSEE STATE UNAVERSITY 


MARC COLLINS, E. Kentucky 6-4/208 
BRANDON THOMAS Mid, Tenn 8 


OFFENSE: 


MICHAEL PENIX 
AB, Tennessee Tech 


DEFENSE: 


MICHAEL HOLCEY 
LB, Tonnesseo State 


1, EASTERN KENTUCKY 


Coach: Roy Kidd (257-918, 31 years). 

1994 record: 10-3 (ncucing 1-1 in FAA payots). OVC: BONtst 
‘Top players: Dialeo Burks, SE; Marc Colins, KP; Jason 
Combs, OT; Greg Couch, QB; Chris Guyton, FS; James Hand, 
G; Bob Head, CB; Tony McCombs, LB; Joe S. Smith, SS; Son 
‘Tran, GIO; Bobby Washington, FL; Chris Whtefeld, TE. 
Strengths: The delending league champs appear 1 be solid 
everywhere. Couch, who sat onthe bench in favor of Penn 
‘State transfer John Sacca a year ago, is a proven quarterback 
Who led EU to the OVC tie two years ago. As usual the 
lines are stacked, Colins isa good kicker. 

Weaknesses: When lat season's leading usher, Etc Clay, 
decided to transfert a lower-dhision school, ft the 
CColone’s witout a proven talback Thats a rant at his 
‘school. Kentucky transfer Daymon Carter may help. 
LUnebacker Vitor Hyland, who had more than 100 tales last 
year, wi miss the season after injuring a nee during spring. 
utlook: Even in a down year, Eastem isa good pick to win 
the league. But wih a huge senor cass and possible al-oor- 
ference players at key postions ike toh end and defensive 
back, Kidd sil might have enough to make a run at his third 
‘national tte. EKU is going for ts 12th OVC te in 15 years. 
‘Schedule: at Central Florida, Aug. 31; Westem Kertucky, 
‘Sept. 9, at Tennessee Tech, Sept 23; at Southeast Missout 
‘State, Sept. 30; Middle Tennessee State, Oct. 14; UT Mart, 
(Oct. 21; at Tennessee State, Oct. 28; at Muay Stata, Nov. 4; 
‘Austin Peay, Now. 11; Morehead State, Nov. 18. 


2, MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 
Coach: Boots Donnelly (188-67-1, 16 years; 122-74-1 
overall, 18 years) 

1994 record: 89-1 (ncudng On LAA pays). OV 


Strengths: if Donnelly can find some depth, the defense 
could be outstanding. Claybrooks has All-America potential, 
while Snorton, a sophomore, is one ofthe Oto Viley's 


going int fal dis. Wh just 37 lettermen retuming, any 
injury is going to create a hole that wil be tough ofl. The 
schedule isa ler, too. 

Outlook: Donnelly cries every year about how his team is 
cverrated. With only eight starters back, could tis be the 
year he final is taken seriously? 

Schedule: Tennessee State, Sept. 2; at Georgia Souther, 
Sept. 9; at Morehead State, Spt. 16; Murray State, Sept. 
23; Alabama Birmingham, Sept. $0; at Austin Peay, Oct. 7; 
at Eastern Kentucky, Oct. 14; Southeast Missour State, 
Oct. 21; UT Martin, Now. 4; at Tennessee Tech, Nov. 11; at 
Texas AM, Now, 18. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 1994. 

Nickname: Blue Raiders. Site: Murtreesboro, Tenn. 


3. TENNESSEE STATE 


(0-13, 2 years; 111-62-1 overall, 16 years). 
OVC: 4-4/TAth. 


WR; Jim Lackey, DT; Rayce McGowan, OL; Lawrence 
Segree, WR; Darel Wiliams, FS; Dary Willams, OB, 
Strengths: The passing game could set records if Daryl 
Willams and wide receivers Segree and Jones stay 
healthy. Darel Willams is a punishing safety, and Holcey 
is on the verge of a monster year. 
Weaknesses: Wih the program having suffered through 
four consecutive losing seasons, Davis has to be concemed 


asserts itself in the OVC. All the pieces to the puzzle are 
there. Its up to Davis to make them fit 

‘Schedule: at Middle Tennessee State, Sept. 2; at Jackson 
State, Sept. 9; at Florida ABM, Sept. 23; South Carolina 
State (in Atlanta), Sept 90; Morehead State, Oct.7; at UT 


Martin, Oct. 14; at Austin Peay, Oct. 21; Eastem Kentucky, 
(Oct. 28; at Tennessee Tech, Nov. 4; Murray State, Nov. 11; 
at Southeast Missouri State, Nov. 18. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1986, 
Nickname: Tigers. Site: Nashvite, 


SE MISSOURI STATE 


Coach: John Mumford (22-33, 5 years). 

1994 record: 7-5. OVC; 5-331. 

‘Top players: Durand Frierson, C; Bobby Haggerty, LB; Fred 
Hoston, QB; Shane Kennedy, QB; Greg Kiund, S; Stanley 


quarterbacking is 
Lnsetted as Kennedy and Hoston, both of wham started at 
ties last season, go into the fal batting forthe postion. 
(Outlook: Last season was the Indians’ best since moving 
to Division -AA in 1992. if Mumford can keep the players’ 
attitude high, this one could be even better. 
‘Schedule: Southem Ilincis, Aug. 31; at Eastem Ilinois, 
Sgt Sp era a Sept. 16; al Austin Peay, Sept 
Eastem Kentucky, Sept. 30; Tennessee Tech, Oct. 7; at 
jase oeenoe Sue Oct. 21; at UT Martin, Oct. 28; 
Morehead State, Nov. 4; Southwest Missouri Stat, Nov. 
11; Tennessee State, Nov. 18. 
Last FAA playott appearance: 
Nickname: indians. Site: caea ceaeieu ‘Mo. 


5. TENNESSEE TECH 


Coach: Jem Ragland (39-58, 9 years). 

1994 record: 5-6. OVC: $-5/TEt 

Top players: Gerald Bertie, WR; Trent McNauf, LB: Jef! 
Moran, LB; Michael Pens, TB; Brad Pery, WRVPR: Chis 
ald, G; Brad Simmons, S; Scot Trent, TE; Adam Wright, DE. 
‘Strengths: Penix isthe league's top retuming rusher, and 
he could be even better now that backfield mate Wit 
‘Queen is gone. A defense that was young in 1994 should 
be more mature 95. 

Weaknesses: Quarterback is a huge question mark with 
the loss of 1,900-yard passer Mike Jones, The schedule 
provides no breaks. 

Outlook: Tech sipped from 8 in 1999 to 5-6 last year, 
which means Ragland has some repait work 1o do on the 
teams atttude. The Golden Eagles have talent, but getting 
into the upper division ofthis league wil be tough. 
Schedule: 


Oct 14; ‘a Morehead Stale, Oct. 21; Murray State, Oct. 28; 
‘at Tennessee State, Nov. 4; Middle Tennessee St,, Nov, 11. 
Last FAA playott appearance: None 

Nickname: Golden Eagles. Site: Cookevile, Tenn 


6. MURRAY STATE 
Coach: Houston Nut (913, 2 years). 
3, OVC: 4-47TAt, 


leads a defense that retums 10 starters. 

Weaknesses: Wit just fve starters back, the offense will 
have to be rebuilt Depth remains a problem despite the 

retum of 56 lettermen. The team will have to gel quickly 

with four ofthe fst fve games on the road. 

Outlook: Nuts postive attude helped to coax the Racers 
toa 4-4 OVC record last season, but only one ofthe vito- 
fas came against team wih a wering coerce record. 


‘Tennessee Tech, Oct. 28; Eastem Kentucky, Nov. 4; at 
Tennessee State, Nov. 11; Westem Ilinois, Nov. 18. 


7. AUSTIN PEAY 


Coach: Roy Gregory (13:31, 4 years). 

1994 record: 4-7. OVC: 35/T@th. 

“Top players: Jacob Dickson, FB; Jet! Gooch, FS; Steven 
Haywood, OL; Chris Horton, RB; Kirk Pointer, CB; Tyrone 
‘Shorter, DB; Micheal Swift, DB; Marcus Watkins, DL; 
Daniel Wiliams, OB; Thomas Wiliams, LB. 

‘Strengths: For the fist ime in his four years, Gregory has 
‘depth: 10 starters return on each side ofthe ball A senior 
‘Gass tha is 16 strong should provide leadership. The sched- 
ue, wih theft sx games al home, alors some slack 


sil are behind the league's top teams in overall talent. 
Outlook: Last season, Austin Peay improved three games 
from 1993. Unfortunatly, that meant only four wins total 
The Govemors wil need a lot of breaks if they are to dupl- 
cate that jump this season 
‘Schedule: Eastem llinois, Aug. 31; Samford, Sep. 9; 
Wester Kentucky, Sept. 16; Southeast Missouri Stato, 
Sept. 23; Muray State, Sept 30; Middle Tennessee State, 
Oct 7; at Tennessee Tech, Oct. 14; Tennessee State, Oct 
21; at Morehead State, Oct. 28; at Eastem Kentucky, Nov. 
1M; UT Martin, Now. 18. 


8. UT MARTIN 


Coach: Don MeLeary (45-57, 9 years; 5-65 overal, 11 years). 
{outro 54. 00:26 

fop players: James Brown, CB; LaShone Brown, DE; 
Pes coonn Or Lenny Harts, WR; Jason Johnson, RB; 
Preston Jones, SS; Todd Mather, OB; Kevin Mawyer, DT. 
Strengths: With 38 lettermen and 18 starters back, there 
\s depth fr a change. Godwin was an impact player in his 
{ast year, and forthe frst time in awhile, there is a definite 
‘starter at quarterback (Mather) going into the fall. 
‘Weaknesses: Plenty of starters return on ofense, but 
we're taking about an offense that ranked eighth in the 
Jeague in yards per game and seventh in scoring 
‘Outlook: McLeary is preaching to his players tha this isthe 
season they wil tum the comer alter four years of struggling 
since moving up from Divsion Il, But unless significant 
improvements come on both sides ofthe bal, the only 
change at UT Marin will be ks new “Skyhawks” nickname, 
‘Schedule: Bethel Colege (Tenn), Sept. 7; at Eastem 
Winois, Sept 16; at Morehead State, Sept. 23; Tennessee 
Tech, Sept. 30; at Muay State, Oct. 7; Tennessee State, 
Oct. 14; at Eastern Kentucky, Oct. 21; Southeast Missour 
State, Oct. 26; at Middle Tennessee State, Nov. 4; 
Samford, Nov. 1; Austin Peay, Nov. 18. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 
Nickname: Skyhawks Site: Martin, Tenn, 


9. MOREHEAD STATE 
Coach: Wat Balad 1, ter 95:96 owl, 7 yea). 


Strengths: There arent many. Balard does have an nfeo- 
tious atttude, and if anyone can make something out of 
nothing, it's him, 

‘Weaknesses: They/re everywhere. The Eagles who do 
relum are not of OVC-caliber, and there i very ite depth, 
Outlook: When the school's adminstration decided to cut 
scholarships and de-emphasize football, it assured the 
Eagles ofa last-place fnish in the league. Last year, 
Morehead gave up 454 more points than it scored, That 
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Lemon doesn’t feel squeezed 
by heavy workload at Bucknell 


By BILL DOYLE 


ucknell tailback Rich Lemon may 
be too good for his own good. 
Lemon is so productive that 
Bison coaches get the urge to give 
him the ball on nearly every rushing play. 
That could be dangerous to Lemon's 
health, considering he is only 5-foot-8 and 
161 pounds. 

But during his first two seasons on the 
Lewisburg, Pa., campus, Lemon hasn't felt 
the squeeze of the heavy workload. In fact, 
he's thrived, rushing 494 times for 2,647 
yards, just two yards shy of the school's all- 
time record held by Brian Henesey. But the 
Bucknell brass still is concerned about run- 
ning its mighty mite into the ground. 

“It's a constant controversy,” Bison run- 
ning backs coach Dick Reilly said. “How 
many times do you run Rich? He's the best 
guy we have, he's the best guy in the 
league, and he makes it happen. Then you 
kind of kick yourself and say, ‘Well, we just 
can't keep giving him the ball all the time.’” 

Bucknell doesn't give Lemon the ball all 
the time—but almost. In 1994, Lemon ran 
282 times for 1,496 yards (both school 
records). His rushing total accounted for 83 
percent of Bucknell’s ground game and he 
led the Bison with 11 touchdowns. When 
he isn't taking handoffs, Lemon is catching 
passes (a team-high 42 for 368 yards in ’94). 
His 1,880 all-purpose yards last season were 
four shy of another Bucknell single-season 
record. No wonder he was named Patriot 
League Offensive Player of the Year and co- 
Most Valuable Player. 

“You're in a crucial situation and you need 
something to happen,” Reilly said. “Who 
are you going to give the ball to—the full- 
back, who runs five-flat and falls down after 
three yards, or Rich, who is going to take it 
all the way? 

“We argue about it, but he’s the man. 
There's no way getting around it. He's the 
guy we have to go to.” 

And that suits Lemon fine. 

“I'm willing to run the ball as many times 
as they want,” said Lemon, who carried 212 
times for 1,151 yards as a freshman. “If it's 
50, I'll run 50. If it's three, I may not be 
happy about it, but I'll run three. All I'm 
worried about is winning.” 

But victories have been scarce at 
Bucknell. Despite Lemon's heroics in 1994, 
the Bison finished 5-6 and tied for fourth in 
the non-scholarship Patriot League. After 
posting just one winning season in six cam- 
paigns, Lou Maranzana was replaced as 
coach by Tom Gadd, formerly the defensive 
coordinator at San Jose State. Lemon is con- 
fident things will improve. 

“T said it last year and I'll say it again,” he 
said. “I think we can take home the title.” 

That would be quite a feat, considering 
Bucknell never has won the league champi- 
onship. In fact, Bucknell has had just three 
winning seasons since 1975. Regardless, 
Lemon will do his share and more, just like 
last season, when his 136 rushing yards per 
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Rich Lemon's ability to accelerate quickly sets 
the Bucknell star apart from other runners. 


game ranked sixth in Division I-AA. 
Additionally, he has a string of 15 consecu- 
tive games with at least 100 yards rushing, 
five short of the I-AA record held by 
Nevada-Reno’s Frank Hawkins (1979-80). 

“He's the best running back we've had 
since I've been here,” said Reilly, who has 
been at Bucknell since 1985. “There's 
nobody that compares to him. He's in his 
own class. We've had some real good Patriot 
League running backs (including Henesey, 
a rookie free agent with the Arizona 
Cardinals last season who has since signed 
with Philadelphia), but Rich is special.” 

It's not Lemon's speed that separates him 
from the rest. Reilly insists other Bison 
could beat Lemon over 50 or 100 yards. 
“But no one's going to beat him in 20 
yards,” Reilly said. “He's got an unbeliev- 
able ability to accelerate quickly. That's the 
key to his success.” 

That and his ability to make defenders 
miss. Lemon credits the off-beat drills his 
oldest brother, Eddie, put him through as a 
kid, when he had Rich run around trees and 
chase rabbits. 

“He also wanted me to put heavy boots on 
and run, but I never did that,” said Lemon, 
who graduated from McKinley High School 
in Niles, Ohio. 

As it turned out, he didn’t need to use the 
boots to develop quickness—he already 
was swift. 

“Sometimes we watch film on Sundays,” 
Reilly said, “and I'm absolutely amazed at 
the things he does. Here he is in traffic, it 
looks like 20 guys are jumping him and, 
bing, he's out in the open field running.” @ 


Bill Doyle is a sportswriter for the 
Worcester (Mass.) Telegram & Gazette. 
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PREDICTIONS 


ORDER OF FINISH 

1. LEHIGH 

2. LAFAYETTE 

3. HOLY CROSS 

4. COLGATE 

5. BUCKNELL 

6. FORDHAM 

OFFENSE 
Pos. Schoo! Class 
WR_BRIAN KLINGERMAN, Lehigh 5-7/165_ Sr. 
WR TRAMONT EVANS, Lalayette 6-2/175 
TE GLENN HUNZINGER, Latayotie 63/250 Sr. 
T___TOMCLARO, Holy Cross 6-5'300_ Sr. 
MIKE ZIMIROWSKi, Holy Cross 6-4/285 Jr 
G STEVE BORYS, Fordham __6-4/285_ Sr. 
G__ JEREMY SWEENEY, Lafayette 64/250 Sc 
© CORY BAILEY, Fordham 6-97272 Soph: 
08 BOB AYLSWORTH, Lehigh 6-0/180_ Sr. 
RB RICH LEMON, Bucknell 5-861 Jc 
RB__RABIH ABDULLAH, Lehigh 6-1195 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

Pos. 
E __EDBURMAN, Bucinell 64230 Sx 
T__GAVIN MORRISSEY, Latayette 62250 Se 
E DOMINIC BLUE, Holy Cross _6-1/285 Soph. 


LB CHRISYOUNG. Colgate 6-1/206_. 
LB RAWLE HOWARD. Lafayette 62210 Sr. 
LB DAVID STREETER, Holy Cross 6-2/220 J. 
‘18 TOMMORRELUI Colgate 5-11/184 Sr. 


CB MARK MILLER, Bucknell —_5-10173 Sr. 
‘S__ MATT COPE, Lafayette 62195 Sr 
S BJ GALLIS, Lafayette 6.3205. Jr 
SPECIALISTS 

Schoo! HUM Class 
K__MIKE SWARTZ, Lehigh 5410170 Sx 
P RICH MILLER, Bucknell —_6-1/200 Jc 
KR LARRY LEITH, Fordham 59/160 Soph. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 


RICH LEMON 
RB, Bucknell 


DEFENSE: 


RAWLE HOWARD 
LB, Lafayette. 


Patriot LEAGUE TEAM CHARTS 


oan Kev gd 1,1 ya 

1994 record: 5-5-1. Palit: -2T 

Top players: Rabih Abdullah, RB; Bob Aylsworth, OB; 
Chris Bauer, OL; Lance Eckenrode, LB; Brian Klingerman, 
WR; Mark Miler, DB; Jason Streeter, WR; David 
Sunderland, DL; Mike Swartz, K; Ben Talbot, P. 
Strengths: Ayisworth, who thew for 2.537 yards and 22 
touchdowns last season, isthe league's best quarterback. 
His 63.8 completion percentage was the best ever at 
Lehigh, a school known for throwing the football 
Klingerman led the league with 71 catches for 1,135 yards, 
and Abdullah ran for 915 yards, Thre starters retum on 
the offensive line, Swartz and Talbott are among the 
league's best kickers. 

Weaknesses: The Engineers have only three starters back 
‘on defense, Theyre especialy inexperienced on the line 
and at linebacker. The nor-isague schedule includes a 
game at Army and two against Yankee Conference 
schools, Patriot League teams were no match fornon- 
league foes (6-29-1) last year 

Outlook: The Engineers should score plenty of points — 
and so should the opposition. In other words, ths should 
be a typical Lehigh team. The league tie should come 
down tothe season-ending Lehigh-Lafayette game, as it 
has forthe past three years, with the home team winning 
each tme, The Engineers host this year’s game. 
Schedule: at Amy, Sept 9; at Colgate, Sept. 16; Yala 
Sept. 23; New Hampshire, Sept. 30; at Bucknell, Oct. 7; at 
Columbia, Oct. 14; Comal, Oct. 
26; at Fordham, Nov. 4; Holy Cross, Nov. 11; Lafayette, 
Nov. 18. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: None, 

Nickname: Engineers, Site: Bethlehem, Pa, 


Coach: Bil Russo (84-66-3, 14 years, 99-79-3 overall, 17 


year). 
1994 record: 56, Patriot: 5-tst 
Tes poo 18 Tc Chatman C8; Mat 


Strengths: Aer trowing ight interceptions (tree of which 
were returned for touchdowns) in his first two stats, McHale 
seemed to get better with each game he played. He was 
picked of only once more the rest ofthe season and threw 
for 1,845 yards and 12 touchdowns, Evans (22.6 yards per 
reception) was the league's top deep threat. Howard, the 
league's leading tackler, and Bengele lead a talented group 
cof inedackers. The entre secondary retums, including 
Cope, the league's second-leacng tackler. 

‘Weaknesses: The Leopards must replace Erk Marsh, the 
Jeague's alhtime leading rusher, and Jason McLaughin, the 
highest-scoring kicker in schoo! history. No retuming back 
rushed for more than 94 yards ast season. Shine, who 
caught 34 passes as a flanker in ‘4, has been switched to 
taiback. There's only one retuming starter on each ne. 
Outlook: Lafayette, as usual, should be inthe thick ofthe 
Yeague race. The Leopards have been the dominant team 
in the league the past three years (1-1-1, with two titles) 
and Pusso knows how to get it done. His 14 years at 
Lafayette is neaty double the combined tenures ofthe 
league's other five coaches, 

Schedule: at Butalo, Sept &; at Holstra, Sept. 16; 
PennsyWvania, Sept 23; Columbia, Sept. 30; at Dartmouth, 
Oct. 7; at Princeton, Oct. 14; at Holy Cross, Oct. 21; at 
Bucknel, Oct. 28; Colgate, Nov. 4; Fordham, Nov. 11; at 


: None. 


Regan, NG 
vgn, QB; JR, Walz, TB; Mike Zimowski, OT. 
Strengths: The Crusaders couldn't stop the run last sea- 


Holy Cross offensive tackle Tom Claro. 


son hey alowed 2484 nstng yards pr gant), bu ey 
should do beter this year with ther entire defensive line 

and nebacking corps retuming. Streeter is one of the 
league's best linebackers. Caro, a 6f00t-5, 300-pound 
seni, leads an experienced line that should open holes 
{for Wal, the league's co-rookie of the year (712 yards) last 


season 
‘Weaknesses: The Rams have no quarterback who has. 
started a varsity game. Vaughn, a junio, sth frontrunner, 
but he saw limited duty last season. Holy Cross also must 
find a kicker to replace Anthony Pignio, a four-time all 
Jeague selection and the schoo''s all-time leader in field 
‘goals. The entire secondary has graduated, and the receiv- 
ing corps lacks a deep threat. 

(Outlook: If Vaas can find a quarterback, tis could be his 
best team since 1992, when the Crusaders went 6-5 in 
\aas' ist year at his alma mater. The Crusaders lack 
‘speed al the skill positions, but Vaas likes to play tough 
detonse and a gindt-out offense, anyway. 

Schedule: Hofstra, Sept 9; at Massachusetts, Sep. 16; at 
Corel, Sept. 23; Brown, Sept. 30; Yale, Oct. 7; at 
Harvard, Oc. 14; Lafayette, Oct. 21; Fordham, Oct. 28; at 
Bucknell, Nov. 4; at Lehigh, Nov. 11; Colgate, Nov. 18. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: 1983 

Nickname: Crusaders. Site: Worcester, Mass. 


Coach: Ed Sweenay (6-15-1, 2 years; 62-38-4 overall, 10 
). 


years). 
1994 record: 38, Patt: 294th, 

‘Top players: Marcus Cameron, CB; Anthony Caravetia, 
RB; Jack Durkin, OT; JJ. Hope, WR: Joe Kasztejna, DE; 
“Tom Kim, LB; Mark Lindal, QB; Tom Morel, L/P; Jon 
(Flynn, TE; Jamal Patterson, RB; lan Pisuta, QB; 
Daymon Smith, RB; Chris Young, LB. 

Strengths: Smith, who missed last season ater blowing out 
his anterior cruciate ligament on his first cay, retums 10. 


best tight ends. Morell, a second-team alHleague pick, 
leads a talented inebacking corps, whichis bolstered by 
Kim, a transfer trom Arizona. Cameron, an aleague cor- 
nerback, has eight interceptions in the past two years. 
Weaknesses: Both lines were hit hard by graduation and 
wil be inexperienced, Durkin isthe only retumee on the 
censive ne, Kaszteja the only one on the defensive line. 
There's no experience at quarterback, ether. Lindel, a 


sophomore, wil bata Prisuta, a senior who was expected 
to sta last season but hurt his shoulder liting weights in 
pre-season workouts. 

Outlook: This is Colgate's deepest, fastest team in yoas, 
‘Sweeney's teams have won only three games in each of 
his fist two soasons al Colgate, but tis figures to be his 
best foam, Ifthe line develops, the Red Raiders should 
‘score more points and could be a factor inthe league rac. 
Schedule: at Northeastern, Sept. 9; Lehigh, Sept. 16; 
Fordham, Oct. 7; at 


5. BUCK 


Coach: Tom Gadd (1st year). 
1994 record: 5-6, Patriot; 2-/T4th, 

‘op players: Rob Bid, LB; Ed Burman, DE: Charlo 
Crk, DB son Donk OL Bian Gy OT Reh 


Noteboom, WR; ie Philips, 
Strengths: Lemon, the league's most exciting player, ran 
fora school-record 1,496 yards and caught a team-high 42 
passas last season. Philips, SakowsKi and Noteboom are 
competent receivers. Burman tied a schoo! record with 11 
sacks last fall Miler, a two-imo al-league selection, heads 
an experienced secondary 
Weaknesses: The Bison doosnit have a quarterback 
returning who threw a pass in 1994. The top candidates 
axe pocket passers wit imited moblty, Bucknell also lacks 
experience on both lines, at ight end and at linebacker 
Outlook: Gadd has stressed weighting and conditioning 
more than his predecessor, Lou Maranzana. Tho offsea- 
son work wil have to pay off forthe Bison to move up in 
the standings, 

Schedule: Southern Connecticut Stato, Sept 9; at 


Nov. 4; Colgate, Nov. 11; at Army, Nov. 18. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 
Nickname: Bison Site: Lewisburg, Pa. 


since jumping to Division FAA in 1989 (7-53 overal; 2-23 in 
the league). A win or two in 1995 isnt outside the realm of 
possibilty but anything more would be a big surprise. 
Schedule: at Buttalo, Sept. 2; Maris, Sept. 9; Bucknell, 
Sept. 16; Dartmouth, Sept. 23; at Harvard, Sept. 30; at 
Colgate, Oct. 7; Hotta, Oct. 14; Rehmond, Oct. 21 at 

; at Lafayette, Nov, 11. 


Test by Bil Doyle. 
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No longer a football ‘employee,’ 
Butler’s Mickens piles up yartiage 


_ By MARK MONTIETH 


rnold Mickens has made his 

statement. 

Mickens spoke loudly and clear- 

ly last season when he led the 
NCAA in rushing, churning out numbers 
only a calculator could digest. Mickens, a 
tailback at Butler, gained 2,255 yards on 409 
carries (5.5 yards per carry), scored 18 
touchdowns and surpassed 200 yards in 
eight consecutive games, with a peak of 295 
yards on 56 carries against Valparaiso. 

Mickens broke or tied 14 Division LAA 
marks along the way, not only establishing 
the I-AA single-season rushing yardage 
record but also recording the third-highest 
NCAA total of all time, behind only Barry 
Sanders (2,628 in 1988) and Marcus Allen 
(2,342 in 1981). 

It all added up to a bold-faced rebuttal to 
Indiana Coach Bill Mallory, who refused to 
let Mickens fulfill his dream of playing run- 
ning back when he was with the Hoosiers. 

Mickens, an all-state running back and 

linebacker from Broad Ripple High School 
(David Letterman's high school) in 
Indianapolis, was redshirted at Indiana in 
1991, and played several positions for the 
scout team. Mickens, who is 6-foot and 220 
pounds, agreed to play linebacker in 1992 
because it offered an immediate opportuni- 
ty for playing time. But he never really liked 
it. He started one game in 1992, and fin- 
ished the season with 34 tackles and one 
sack, But his playing time declined in 1993 
and he became increasingly frustrated over 
not getting a chance to prove himself at his 
favorite position. 
“He (Mallory) told me four times that I 
wasn't good enough to run the ball in his 
program,” Mickens said, “That's something 
that will never leave me. I hear it all the 
time in my head—You're not good enough. 
You're not good enough.’” 

Mallory said he simply believed Mickens 
was better suited to play linebacker than 
running back in the Big Ten. Besides, he 
had a capable runner last season in Alex 
Smith, who gained a Big Ten freshman- 
record 1,475 yards. 

Mickens, therefore, turned his attention 
to Butler, a private school of 4,200 students 
in Indianapolis that does not award football 
scholarships. 

Transferring represented a major sacri- 
fice for Mickens. Not only did he give up a 
full scholarship at Indiana, he had to take 
out loans that will leave him about $12,000 
in debt when he finishes college. But 
Mickens is someone who perseveres. After 
all, he fought to gain legal custody of his 4- 
year-old twin sons, Indeed, with his educa- 
tion and his children in mind, he said foot- 
ball became almost an afterthought. 

“When I transferred, I was so unhappy I 
wasn't thinking about football anymore; I 
was just thinking about academics,” said 
Mickens, who was named to the Big Ten 
All-Academic team in 1992. “I just wanted to 
settle down. I wasn’t sure how much I loved 


Unable to prove himself as a runner at Indiana, 
Arnold Mickens has blossomed at Butler. 


the game anymore.” 

Mickens, who led Butler to a 7-3 record 
and a share of the Pioneer Football League 
title in 1994, won back his love for the game 
with the Bulldogs. He said his status—free 
of a scholarship that would make him an 
employee of the football program—provid- 
ed him with the freedom and independence 
that allowed his love to take root. 

‘That's why he said he harbors no jealousy 
toward those college players who are on 
scholarship and enjoy the perks of major 
college athletics. 

“I've got everything they've got,” said 
Mickens, who is on schedule to receive a 
degree in Corporate and Public 
Communications in December. “They're 
getting paid, I'm getting financial aid and 
loans, They've got crowds, we've got 
crowds. They get publicity, I get publicity. 

“They're obligated to lift, run, sweat—off- 
season, during the season, spring ball. 
That's too much just for tuition. The route I 
took is a much better route than what 
they've taken.” 

That's not to say Mickens didn't lift, run 
and sweat during the off-season. He called 
his workouts this year the best of his 
career, and said his devotion to the game is 
at an all-time high. 

It will need to be. Butler lost its entire 
offensive line to graduation, so Mickens 
will be working behind an untested group. 
But if his rushing totals decrease this sea- 
son, he'll find other measures of success. 

“Last season is over,” he said. “Now I have 
to deal with this upcoming season. I want to 
have a more productive season, but that 
doesn't necessarily mean getting more yards. 

“With us having a young team, I just want 
us to come together and be as good a team 
as we can,” 


Mark Montieth covers college sports for the 
Indianapolis News. 
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PREDICTIONS 


ORDER OF FINISH 


1. DAYTON 
2. BUTLER 
3. DRAKE 
4. SAN DIEGO 
5. VALPARAISO 
6. EVANSVILLE 


IONEER TEAM 


DEFENSE 


Pos. _Name, Schoo! Hui _Class 


SPECIALISTS 
Het 


Pos. _ Name, Schoo! 
YOUNG, San Diego 6-078 Sr. 
fA, Dayton 180. 


OFFENSE: 


ARNOLD MICKENS. 
RB, Butler 


DEFENSE: 


DOUG POPOVICH 
§, San Diego 


PIONEER TEAM CHARTS 


Coach: Mike Kelly (196-25-1, 14 years). 
1994 record: 8-2. Pioneer: 41/Tist 
Top players: Jason Brower, P; Brion Crates, OB; Matt 
Deters, S; Matt Hausfeld, TE; Pat Hugar, TB\WR; Martin 
Loncar, LB; Tom Loncar, DB; Benjy Miler, FB; Troy Quhl, 
DT; Josh Schwochow, TB; Brady Wotfer, GIT; Tony 
Yenicheck, C. 
‘Strengths: A strong stable of runners (headed by Miller) 
and receives wil shine ifthe Fyers' reshuiled offensive 
line gets the job done for senior option quarterbacks Crates 
and Bran Kadel. The secondary has plenty of talent and 
‘experience. 
‘Weaknesses: Four defensive inemen ae fstime 
starters, There is no experienced Kicker in the wake of Tim 
Duvie's graduation, 
Outlook: Expect a typical, wel-ciscipined Dayton team 
with a renewed emphasis on the option attack Progress of 
the fine holds the key to success for the defense, and one 
othe quarterbacks must take control. 
Schedule: Abany (N.Y) State, Sept 2; San Diego, Sept. 
9; Towson State, Sept. 16; at Wisconsin Platteville, Sept. 
2 ocr (oss lbs 1 Cat 
21; Valparaiso, Oct. 28; at Evansville, Nov. 4; West 
ie Sa Nov. 11; at Word, Now 18, 


Coach: Ken LaRose (19-11, 3 years). 
1994 record: 7-3. Pioneer: 4-1/Tist. 

Top players: Lou Andreadis, RB; Ron Griswold, NT; Craig 
Hauser, DB; Jason Hotiman, DB; Toby Jacobs, QB; Amoid 
Mickens, RB; Damon Moore, DB: Jim Piko, WR; Ryan 
Popa, LB; Ryan Vermilion, DT. 

‘Strengths: The durable Mickens, who averaged 40 carries 
per game last season, wil ty to surpass his Division LAA 
‘ecord of 2,255 yards rushing in a season. The defense 
may be better despite some graduation losses. 

Weaknesses: The entire offensive fine (including the fght 
end) is new to stating duty, and so isthe tulback. The 


fon ewcanen cen br fee ua bu Sr 
underestimate the Mickens factor. 

‘Schedule: Howard Payne, Sept. 2; at Towson State, Sept 
9; at Miikn, Sept. 16; Wisconsin-Stevens Point, Sept. 23; 
Drake, Sept. 30; Valparaiso, Oct. 7; at Dayton, Oct. 14; 


Valparaiso running back Ozzie Young. 


Thomas More (Ky.), Oct. 21; at Evansville, Oct. 28; at San 
Diego, Nov. 4. 


Coach: Rob Ash (77-50-36 years; 90-56-4 overall, 8 


years). 

1984 record: 7.3. Pronger: 9-2/8, 

Top players: Tom Boecker, CB; Roy Fletcher, OB; Matt 
Gani, LB; Rich Hoskins, WR; Cortez Hul, RB; Matt 
Jones, OT; Kerman Mason, CB; Charlie Schimberg. RB. 
Strengths: Most ofthe offensive starters, including 
Fletcher (1,619 yards passing, 13 touchdowns) and 
Schimberg (818 yards as a freshman), have plenty of 
experience and should come together to give the Buldogs 
the scoring punch they lacked last season. 

Weaknesses: The defensive ine the strength of the 1994 
team, wil have an entirely new cast and is of major con- 


Bulldogs have many holes to fil. Major contributions trom 
‘newcomers and a bit of luck will be needed to have a shot 
at the title. 

‘Schedule: Missouri Western, Sept. 2; at SL Ambrose, 
‘Sept. 9; at Wisconsin-LaCrosse, Sept. 16; Aurora, Sept. 
23; at Butler, Sept. 30; Evansville, Oct. 7; at Valparaiso, 
Oct. 14; Dayton, Oct. 21; at San Diego, Oct.28; 


‘Coach: Brian Fogarty (65-48-3, 12 years). 

1994 record: 6-4. Pioneer: 2/T4th. 

Top players: Buddy Brown, DL; Curtis DeMers, LB; Jeb 
Dougherty, DB; Sean Grove, DB; Evan Hlavacek, WAVRB; 
Kujanga Jackson, DB; Bly Kobayashi, DB; Doug 
Popovich SS; Jal ck, FB; Scott Steingrebe, TE; 
Matt Yc proreg? 


veteran defense, featuring Popovich and 
pen ‘could be very strong; Popovich is one of the 
best in the nation. Rucker (1,332 yards, 6.8-yard average, 
13 touchdowns) and Hiavacek have the ability to bum 
‘opposing defenses, but hey may not have enough help. 
‘Weaknesses: With alleague selection Vince Moiso no 
longer around, the Toreros lack an experienced quarterback. 
‘The ofensive line is young. The kicking game could be a ka- 
bity f Young elects not to use his last year of eighty. 
Outlook: Any chalenge forthe league crown must be 
accomplished with defense because the inexperianced 
offense figures to lack consistency, 

Schedule: Chico State, Sept. 2; at Dayton, Sept. 9; at 
CCalfornia Lutheran, Sept. 23; at Valparaiso, Sept. 90; 
‘Azusa Pacific, Oct. 7; at Evansvile, Oct. 14; at Redlands, 
(ct. 21; Drake, Oct. 28; Butler, Now. 4; Wagner, Now 11. 


Coach: Tom Home (17-43-16 years, 43-742 overal, 12 


years). 

1994 record: 7-3. Pioneer: 2-4T4th. 
Top players: Josh Berring, LB; Nick Browder, QB; Evan 
Fitzgerald, OG; John , DL; Darryl Jackson, TE; 
att Kulp, DL; Eric Miler, DE; Andre Murphy, CB; Ronnie 
Sazone, CB; Ozzie Young, RBIKR. 

Strengths: Browder, a threat both as a passer and runner, 
may be the best athlets inthe league. Young wil provide 
frepower trom the backfield and also as a Kick retumer. 
Bering isa sobd defender. The special teams could be 
stong. 

Weaknesses: Graduation took a heavy toon both ines, 
and replacements are unproven, The Crusaders’ punter 
and kicker also lack experience. 

‘Outlook: Valparaiso gained confidence last year with a 
victory over Pioneer co-champion Butler and strong show 
logs in losses to the other co-champ, Dayton, and San 
Diego. Stl that confidence may not be enough to over- 
‘come the inexperience in trenches. 
Schedule: t St. Xavier, Sept. 9; Wisconsin-Whitewater, 
Sept. 16; at Kalamazoo, Sept. 23; San Diego, Sept. 


‘San Diego safety Doug Popovich. 


Butler, Oct. 7; Drake, Oct. 14; Evansvile, Oct. 21; at 
Dayton, Oct 28; at Aurora, Nov. 4; Kentucky Wesleyan, 
Nov. 11. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 

Netnames Coeatee Sr Vapraz, tnd. 


‘Coach: Rabin Cooper (2217, 4 years; 41-24 overal, 7 years). 

1994 record: 4-6. Pioneer: 0-5. 

{op plo Rosny Ant, DE; Elmer Boeke, WATE: 
LBIDB; Tony Davis, RBAVR; Ryan 


‘Weaknesses: Fish’s top three receivers have moved on 
and the Purple Aces’ top running back has graduated. 
‘Team speed is lacking 

‘Outlook: Evansvile proved it could move the football the 
past two years, but the Aces must reduce their tumovers 
‘Significantly if they expect to escape the league basement. 
Fish needs another big season after passing for 2.516 


Sept. 9; at Greenvile, Sept. 16; at Tomas More (Ky), 
‘Sept. 23; at Drake, Oct. 7; San Diego, Oct. 14; at 
‘Valparaiso, Oct. 21; Bute, Oct. 28; Dayton, Nov. 4; at 
Aurora, Nov. 11, 

Last FAA, 

Nickname: inl eee She Event od 


Text by Bucky Abers, Dayton (Ohio) Daily News. 
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Linebacker Coakley a big hit — 
but not to Mountaineers’ foes 


By TIM STEPHENS 


ppalachian State linebacker 

Dexter Coakley’s most crushing 

blow to archrival Marshall came 

not on the field but months 
before he ever played a down against the 
Thundering Herd. 

Coakley, the reigning Southern 
Conference Defensive Player of the Year, 
has smashed running backs, sacked quar- 
terbacks and generally wreaked havoc in 
league backfields for two seasons. 

But if not for the timing of a college 
entrance exam, Coakley might have done 
his damage while wearing the green and 
white of Marshall instead of the black and 
gold of Appalachian State. 

“It was between Appalachian State and 
Marshall,” Coakley said of his 1992 recruit- 
ing battle. “I wasn't academically eligible 
and I was concentrating on getting my 
board scores.” 

Coakley was in the midst of a year at Fork 
Union (Va.) Military Academy, where he 
worked on his academics, played football 
and lived the life of a cadet. It was a time for 
Coakley to prepare himself for college. It 
also was a time for him to decide which 
school he would call his own. 

Coakley had visited Appalachian State 
and was scheduled to visit Marshall. He 
earmarked a day to spend at the 
Huntington, W.Va., campus. But Coakley 
was also scheduled to take the SAT exam 
that same day. 

“I didn't take the trip,” Coakley said. 

Therefore, he didn’t see Marshall's new 
28,000-seat stadium, or the highly equipped 
weight room and facilities building. And he 
didn’t see the stadium's luxury skyboxes or 
the NCAA Division LAA championship tro- 
phy the Thundering Herd had won in 1991. 

“I didn’t give Marshall a shot because of 
the SAT,” said Coakley, a 5-foot-11, 205- 
pound junior who spurned scholarship 
offers from Atlantic Coast Conference 
schools that envisioned him as a strong 
safety. “Marshall didn’t get a fair shot. If I 
had visited there, I probably would've 
signed there.” 

Instead, he signed with Appalachian 
State—and he has no regrets. 

“In the end, Appalachian State showed me 
the best package,” he said. “It’s a good pro- 
gram and it’s close to home (Mount 
Pleasant, S.C). I like the coaches and I'm 
happy to be here.” 

And the Mountaineers are happy to have 
him. In 1993, Coakley was dubbed 
Southern Conference Freshman of the Year 
after recording 159 tackles, the most by a 
Mountaineer since 1987. 

Last season, Coakley had 155 tackles 
(including 22 for losses), eight sacks, 11 
quarterback pressures and two fumble 
recoveries. Perhaps the most telling stat, 
though, is his seven caused fumbles, the 
result of some of the most jarring hits in the 
conference, 

“We know what we have in Dexter 
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APPALACHAN STATE UNVERSITY 


‘Appalachian State's Dexter Coakley is the 
league's most-feared and respected defender. 


Coakley,” Appalachian State Coach Jerry 
Moore said. 

Opponents know, too. Conference run- 
ning backs respect—and fear—Coakley 
more than any other player. 

“Coakley’s a great player,” said Marshall 
tailback Chris Parker, the league's top 
returning offensive player. “He can domi- 
nate a game by himself.” 

From his weakside linebacker spot, 
Coakley is well-suited for Appalachian State's 
attack-style defense. The Mountaineers run a 
blitzing scheme that relies on defensive 
backs to cover receivers man-to-man. This 
frees up Coakley to attack the ball. 

“We have a great coaching staff that puts 
people in position to make plays,” Coakley 
said. “The defensive linemen keep the 
offensive linemen off the linebackers, and I 
just run to the ball.” 

Coakley's stellar play carried the 
Mountaineers to the quarterfinals of the 
Division I-AA playoffs last year, where they 
lost to eventual national runner-up Boise 
State. 

This season, Coakley aspires to get at 
least that far again—and he wants to win 
the Southern Conference title. The 
Mountaineers were well on their way to the 
league crown last season, but lost to then- 
winless VMI in the regular-season finale, 

Coakley’s relentless drive on the field has 
carried over to his off-field pursuits. 

“Off the field, I hit the books,” he said. “I 
guess I play what people think is a vicious 
position. But when I'm off the field, I try to 
be cool about everything. I respect everyone 
off the field the way they respect me on it.” 

If that's the case, Coakley has a consider- 
able amount of respect for his fellow man. @ 


Tim Stephens covers Marshall and the 
Southern Conference for the Huntingon 
(WVa.) Herald-Dispatch. 
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SPECIALISTS 

Pos. Name, School HUW Class 


_ 6-405 Sr 


OFFENSE: 


CHRIS PARKER 
RB, Marshall 


DEFENSE: 


DEXTER COAKLEY 
LB, Appalachian State 


SouTHERN TEAM CHARTS ; 


1. MARSHALL 


Coach: Jim Donnan (6216, 5 years). 

1994 record: 12-2 including 2-1 in AA playotts), 
‘Southern: 7-1/1st. 

Top players: Abert Barber, LB; Ricky Carter, WR; B.J. 
Cohen, DE; Melin Cunningham, CB; Aaron Ferguson, G; 
Olandés Gary, FB; Jayson Grayson, CB; Billy Lycn, DT; Tim 
Martin, WRLKR; Wiliam Pannel, OT; Chis Parker, TB: 
Brian Stump, LB; Jermaine Swafford, LB; Mark Zban, OB. 
Strengths: Parker runs behind an ofensive line that 
relums four starters, induing Al-Amerca Pannel, Matin 
may be the best recelver i the league. Barber and 
watford head a strong group of linebackers, 
Weaknesses: For the frst ime in a decade, quarterback is 
‘a question mark. Two all-conference safeties must be 
replaced, and a fullback and a center need to be found 
(Outlook: The Hord has enough talent fo win the league 
and enough inexperience at key posions to finish as low 
third. The new quarterback, mos ikey sophomore Larry 
Harris or Ohio State transfer Zban, will have his job made 
easier by Parker. 

‘Schedule: at North Carolina State, Aug. 
Tech, Sopt. 9; Georgia Southern, Sop. 16; at UT 
Chattanooga, Sept. 30; VMI, Oct. 7; at Westen Carolina, 
(a. 4; Apowacian Stat, Oe 21a The Cadel, Oc 
28; East Tennessee Stato, Nov. 4; at Furman, Nov 1; 
Hofstra, Nov. 18. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1994 

Nickname: Thundering Herd. Site: Huntington, W.Va. 


2. APPALACHIAN STATE 
Coach: Jeny Moore (43-28, 6 years; 70-76°2 overal, 13 


years). 

1994 record: 9+ (including 1-1 in LAA playots), Southem: 
6-22nd. 

‘Top players: Dexter Coakley, LB; Jamie Coleman, 0B; 
Joe DiBernardo, LB; Chad Groover, OL; Allen Guinn, 
Scott Kadub, OL: Chip Miler, DL; Scott Satterfield, OB; 
Damon Scott, RB; Matt Stevens, CB; Je Volmer, TE. 
Strengths: If any postion i stronger than the 
Mountaineers’ massive offensive line, it coud be the line- 
backers. Coakley and DiBemardo form maybe the best 
[AA Iinebacker tandem in the nation, Stevens leads a hard- 
hitting secondary. Guinn i the league's best punter. 
Weaknesses: A weak offense kopt Appalachian State out 
‘ofthe nation’s ete last year, Inexperience in the backfield 
and inconsistency at quarterback must be overcome if his 
teamis to challenge Marshal, 

Outlook: The defense is great, but offensive consistency is 
the key tothe Mountaineers challenging Marshal or the 
conference tte, Aretum to the playotts and a Top 10 finish 
nationaly are easly attainable goals, 

Schedule: at Wake Forest, Sep. 2; Edinboro (Pa.), Sep. 
9; a North Carolina ART, Sept. 16; East Tennosseo Stat, 
Sept. 30; at Furman, Oct. 7; Goorgla Southern, Oct. 14; at 
Marshall, Oct, 21; UT Chattanooga, Oct, 28; at VMI, Nov. 
4; Western Carolina, Nov. 11; at Tha Citadel, Nov, 18, 

Last FAA playoff appoaran 
Nickname: Mountaingers, Site: Boone, N.C. 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 


OB: 
Stockton, 8S; Edvard Thomas, DE; Matow Warten, PB. 

Strengths: Robinson i a great athlete who accounted for 
1,105 yards of total offense as a freshman last season. He 


has a year of experience running the flesbone and some 
(good backs to work with in Warthen and Russel, Dawson 
is a fine receiver and a dangerous kick retumer, Bradham 
and Stockton head a strong secondary. 

Weaknesses: The defense got pushed around lat year 
and must replace is linebackers and hal its line. A kicker 
aso must be found. 

‘Outlook: This isn't the same Georgia Southern program 
that dominated the league in the 1980s, but i's a con: 
tender nonetheless. However, having to play Marshall and 
Appalachian State on the road doesn't help. 

‘Schedule: South Carolina State, Sept. 2; Middle 
Tennessee State (at Alanta), Sept. 9; at Marshall, Sept. 


16;UT Chattanooga, Sept. 23; Westem Carona, Oct. 7; at 
Appalachian Stata, Oct. 14; The Citadel, Oct. 21; at East 
Tennessee State, Oct. 26; Furman, Nov. 4; at Liberty, Nov. 
11; VMI (at Norfolk, Va), Nov. 18. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1993. 

Nickname: Eagles. Site: Statesboro, Ga. 


4, WESTERN CAROLINA 


Coach: Steve Hodgin (24-31, Speen). 

1994 record: 6-5. Souther: 5: 

Top players: Donnell Brinson, CB: yt, OT; Bret 
Chappell, DB/RB; Elton Clawson, LB; Leander Dumas, DT; 
Chad Greene, Q3; Wes Greenwel, C; David Patton, WR; 
Brian Roseboro, DT; Scot Sinson, G; Derek Summerour, OT. 
‘Strengths: Greene, who passed fr 1,900 yards and 15 touch 
‘Gowns, is the league's top returning quarterback. He lines up 
behind a veteran ofensve fine anchored by Greenwel, 
Summerour and Dumas lead a tough defensive front, 
‘Weaknesses: The league's most talented receiving comps 
‘of 1994 must be replaced. Linebacker and safety are ques- 
tion marks, as is fullback. The top six tacKlers trom last 
year are gone. 

Outlook: The Catamounts are good enough to challenge 
{or the league tile, but they must play Georgia Southern 
and Appalachian State on the road. With the right breaks, 
‘Wester could find itseltin the playots, 

‘Schedule: at Clemson, Sept. 2; Elon (N.C:), Sept 16; The 
Cadel, Sept 23; Furman, Sept 30; at Georgia Souther, Oct. 7; 
Marshal, Oc. 14; at UT Chattancoga, Oc. 21; VMI, Oct 28; at 
‘Appalachian Stats, Nov. 11; at East Tennessee State, Nov. 18. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: 1983. 

Nickname: Catamounts. Site: Culowhee, N.C 


5. EAST TENNESSEE STATE 


Coach: Nike Cavan (16417, 3 years csoae ina A 
4984 record: 6-5. Southern: 4-477 

‘Top players: Donnie Abraham, cS ‘Guts Em, oF, 
Brian Edwards, TB; Mike Fredenberg, RB; Kent Hampton, 
3; Maria Hankerson, LB; Jeff Horton, SS; James Russell, 
Greg Ryan, OB; Mike Scott, FS. 

‘Strengths: The defense has nine starters back. Russel is 
the league's premier pass rusher, and Abraham is among 
the better comerbacks in conference filed with good 
cones, The top four runing backs return led by Edwards, 
‘who rushed for 1,021 yards last season. 

‘Weaknesses: Those running backs need someone to 
block for them; only one starting offensive lineman returns. 
Aerie receiving cops, led by FAA reception leader Jeff 
Johnson, must be replaced, Ryan must get ime to pass 
Qutlook: The Bucs are good enough to spoil a contenders 
season, but their inconsistent running game probably wil 
keep them out ofthe tte hunt, If some offense can bo 
{ound, the defense is good enough to keep games close 
Schedule: at Troy Stato, Sept. 2; at Toledo, Sept, 9; at 
‘VMI, Sept. 16; at Tulsa, Sep. 23; at Appalachian Stato, 
Sept. 30; The Citadel, Oct. 7; at Furman, Oct. 21, Georgia 
Southern, Oct, 28; at Marshall, Nov. 4; UT Chattanooga, 
Nov. 1; Western Carolina, Nov. 18, 

Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 

Nickname: Buccaneers, Site: Johnson City, Tenn 


6. THE CITADEL 


Coach: Charlie Taatfe (69-37-1, 8 years). 
{Wal ore 65, Southam: 4-4/T5th. 

fop players: Scot Belcher, LB; Derek Beres, OL; John 
Hes (08; Auquan Gist, SS; Garrick Haltiwanger, RB; 
Shawn Lyons, C; EJ, ONeil, OL; Michael Wikarson, OT. 
Strengths: Both lines return vtualy intact. Four starters 
‘are back on an offensive front that was responsible for one 
cof the nation’s strongest ground attacks out ofthe wish 
bone. Burton is smooth and Haltiwanger has bg-play capa- 
bilty, Three states return in the 
Weaknesses: The Bulldogs’ pan is to keep the ball away 
from opponents. They'd better, as they have ite experi 
ence at linebacker. The special fams must improve. 
Outlook: The Buldogs wil go as far as their offense can take 
them. i you ike high-scoring games, you'l ike The Citadel, 
Schedule: Newbery (S.C.), Sept. 2; Wotlord, Sop. 9; at 
Richmond, Sept. 16; at Western Carolina, Sept. 23; at East 
Tennessee State, Oct. 7; Furman, Oct. 14 at Georgia 
Southern, Oct. 21; Marshal, Oct. 28; at UT Chattanooga, 
Nov. 4; VMI, Nov. 1; Appalachian State, Nov. 18 


Last FAA playott appearance: 1992. 
Nickname: Bulldogs. Site: Charleston, S.C. 


7. FURMAN 


Coach: Bobby Johnson (3-8, 1 year). 

1994 record: 3-8, Souther: 2-67771n 

Top players: Branitf Bonaventure, QB; Luther Broughton, 
TE; Brian Fisher, OT; Adrick Harrison, SE; Philly Jones, 
08; Leonardo McCiarty, FB; Mark Moore, TB; Jim Richter, 
K; Greg Sander, G; Phil Warren, DT. 

Strengths: Most teams would be happy with one quarter- 
back; Furman has two, in Jones and Bonaventure, They'l 
‘work behind a veteran line. MoClarty (848 yards last sea- 
son) carries on the tradition of great Furman runners, and 
Moore came on late in the year, Richter is an All-America 
candidate, and Broughton is the league's best tight end. 
Weaknesses: Defense once was a Paladins hallmark, but 
the Furman defense has been in shambles the past two 
seasons. The secondary is undersized and inexperienced. 
Outlook: The offense is good enough to ensure a winning 
season, but a suspect defense will keep Furman from con- 
tending for the league tile and a playot berth, 

Schedule: at Georgia Tach, Sept. 2; at South Carolina State, 
‘Sept, 9; Wolford, Sept. 16; VMI, Sept. 23; at Western 
Carolina, Sept. 30; Appalachian State, Oct. 7; at The Citadel, 
Oct. 14; East Tennessee Stata, Oct. 21; at Georgia Southern, 
‘Nov, 4; Marshall, Nov. 11; at UT Chattanooga, Nov. 18. 
Last I-AA playott appearance: 1990. 

Nickname: Palins Site: Greenville, S.C, 


8. UT CHATTANOOGA 


Coach: Buddy Green (88, 1 year). 
1994 record: 38, Southern: 2-67T7th 

Top players: Antone Goldwie, LB; Mario Grier, FB; 
Randy Groover, DE; Andy Norman, G; Terrell Owens, 
Jet Peters, OB; Josh Sietken, P/K; Steve Turman, DE; 
Carey Wt DE; Pst Whee, TE 

Strengths: Experience. The Mocs took some beatings last 
year but grew up inthe process. Peters is capable of 
Dusting up big numbers, and Owens is considered by many 
coaches tobe the conference's best NFL prospect. Siefken 
is an outstanding purer. 

Weaknesses: The defense has a lot of experience, but it 
stopped no one last year. The olfensive line and secondary 
both are young, There's not much depth anywhere. 
Outlook: The Mocs had a good recruiting year, but theyre 
a year or two away from challenging fo the league tle. A 


9; Bethune-Cookman, Sept. 16; at Georgia Southem, Sept, 
23; Marshall, Sept, 30; at VMI, Oct. 14; Westen Carolina, 
Oct. 21; at Appalachian State, Oct. 28; The Citadel, Nov. 4; 
at East Tennessee State, Nov. 11; Eure, Nov. 18, 


Nickname: Moccasins, Site: Chatarcoe, Tom, 
9. VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE 


Coach: Bil Stewart (1-10, 1 year). 
1994 record: 1-10, Southem: 1-7/9th, 

Top players: Keith Braxton, DT; Kelly Cook, LB; Tore 
Costin, CB; Brian Giba, G; Thomas Haskins, TB; A Lester, 
(08; Miko Rogers, LB; Tim Wiliams, WR. 

Strengths: Haskins fa the conference in rushing last sea 
son (1,809 yards) and Wiliams is a talented receiver. The 
offensive line returns virtually intact, as do the linebackers 
{led by Cook and Rogers) and most of the secondary. With 
17 returning states, there's alot of experience. 
‘Weaknesses: Is that experience any good? The Keydets 
have plenty of heart but lack the speed to stay with the 
league's big boys. The kicking game must improve 
‘Outlook: The ollenseis good encugh o keep VMI in some 
‘gazes. The Keydets hope to bud of he momentum gained 
from thei upset win over Appalachian Stato in the fral game of 


Tennessee State, opt 16; at Furman, Sept 23; 
Mary, Sept. 30; a! Marshal, Oct. 7; UT Chattanooga, Oct. 
14; at Western Carolina, Oct. 28; Appalachian State, Nov. 
4; at The Citadel, Nov. 11; Georgia Southern, Nov, 18. 
Last -AA playoff appearance: None 
Nickname: Keydets. Site: Lexington, Va. 

Text by Tim Stephens. 
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McNeese State star doesn’t get 
caught up in the numbers gam 


By CARL DUBOIS 


CPA could work overtime 
accounting for Kerry Joseph's 
bottom line. Dozens of college 
quarterbacks have better num- 
bers, but few have his knack for winning. 

Joseph has led McNeese State to the 
Division I-AA quarterfinals three times. The 
Cowboys are 28-8 with him at quarterback, 
including 10-3 seasons in 1993 and "94. 

But on paper, Joseph is far from imposing. 
In fact, his career averages (35 yards rus! 
ing, 150 yards passing and 1,1 touchdown 
pi per game) are downright modest. 

Last season, he was fifth in the Southland 
Conference in passing efficiency. Two 
years ago, Joseph's 20 touchdown pa 
set a school single-season record, but his 
rating was seventh (out of eight starting 
quarterbacks) in the conference. 

But Joseph finishes strong. In 1994, he 
produced 46 percent of his total offense and 
10 of his 12 touchdown passes in the last 
four games. He also has led the Cowboys to 
seven comeback victories—all in the final 
2:12 of games. 

“He's a competitor,” McNeese Coach 
Bobby Keasler said. “Kerry doesn't ever 
believe you've beaten him, refuses to 
believe it.” 

Keasler and Joseph share common roots, 
as both excelled in football and track at 
New Iberia (La.) High. In the early 1960s, 
Keasler won the state championship in the 
half-mile and mile. Some 25 years later, 
Joseph won the state javelin title. 

And now their success has transferred 
from New Iberia to Lake Charles, La. Nowin 
his sixth year at McNeese, Keasler reached 
40 victories quicker than any coach in school 
history. 

And Joseph has won more games than 
any other Cowboys quarterback. Still, he is 
haunted by the one that got away, 

In a 30-28 loss at Montana in last season's 
LAA quarterfinals, Joseph threw for a 
career-high 283 yards. On a field that 
evolved from a snow blanket into a mud 
bowl, Joseph led three fourth-quarter 
touchdown drives to turn a 27-7 deficit into 
a 28-27 lead, 

But Mon 


ina, With no timeouts, drove 57 
yards in 43 seconds and won on a 37-yard 
field goal—into the teeth of a snow flurry— 
with eight seconds left. 

Joseph suddenly knew the pain of the last- 
minute heartbreaks he'd been inflicting on 
opponents. 

“It was a tough loss to swallow,” he said. 
“And we've had the whole off-season to 
think about it. It’s not any easier to accept.” 

Joseph spent the off-season sharpening 
his skills; he is focused on finally getting 
past the quarterfinals. He also is planning 
to avoid the midseason slumps of the past 
two seasons, 

Northwestern State Coach Sam Goodwin, 
whose teams are 0-3 against Joseph, has seen 
some of Joseph’s good and bad moments. 

“Joseph will make two or three passes 
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McNeese State quarterback Kerry Joseph is 
known for fantastic finishes. 


that look All-Pro, then he'll throw two or 
three that look like he just started playing 
the game,” Goodwin said. “But he's a great 
athlete. Kerry could be an all-conference 
running back.” 

When McNeese struggled to defeat two 
Division II schools early last season, Joseph 
heard boos in Cowboy Stadium. After nine 
games, he had thrown one touchdown pass. 

Keasler stood by him. 

“Kerry wants to win so bad, sometimes he 
tries to do it all by himself,” Keasler said, 
“That's why he had a slump. He forgot there 
are 10 other guys out there to help him win.” 

Joseph blends quickness and a sculpted, 6- 
foot-1, 206-pound body that routinely launch- 
es 70-yard passes. Keasler said Canadian 
Football League and NFL teams like 
Joseph's versatility, 

“They can sign him as a running back and 
have a third-string quarterback on the ros- 
ter to boot,” Keasler said, 

Joseph's final season promises a big pay- 
off for McNeese. With former SLC mem- 
bers Northeast Louisiana and North Texas 
now in Division LA, Joseph carries a 15-0 
mark against the current conference line- 
up. 

For his senior season, Joseph will be one 
of 19 returning starters for the Cowboys, 
‘The people of Lake Charles are daring to 
think about a national championship, 

Joseph's ability to finish strong—over the 
course of a game and a season—could result 
into the type of finish he'd like for his career, 

“Kerry's learned patience and how to take 
what the defense gives him,” Keasler said, 
“The bottom line will always show that he’s 
a winner.” 

Even if the numbers don't always add up. 


Carl Dubois covers the Southland Conference 
and I-AA football for the Lake Charles (La.) 
American Press. 
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ORDER OF FINISH 


1, MCNEESE STATE 

2. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN ST. 
3. NORTHWESTERN STATE 
4, SOUTHWEST TEXAS ST. 
5. SAM HOUSTON STATE 
6. NICHOLLS STATE 


OFFENSE 
School, 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


a 
Q 


OFFENSE: 


KERRY JOSEPH 
QB, McNeese State 


DEFENSE: 


VINCENT LANDRUM, 
LB, McNeese State 


SOUTHLAND TEAM CHARTS 


Coach: Bobby Keasler (40-20-2, 5 years) 

1994 record: 10-3 (including 1-1 in AA playotts) 
Southland: 51/2nd. 

Top players: Greg Bonvillain, DT; Zack Bronson, FS; 
Marsh Buice, OT; Terence Davis, WR; Henry Fields, TB; 
Damon Giadney, CB; Kerry Joseph, Q8; Vincent Landrum, 
LB; Jose Larios, K; Roland Lavine, G; Kavika Pittman, DE: 
‘Chad Reeves, LB; Marcus Vidrine, C; Michael Warren, TE. 
‘Strengths: Just ike former teammate Tery Irving, who 
plays forthe Arizona Cardinals, Landrum figures to be a two- 
time Southland Defensive Player of the Year. With Landrum, 
Bronson and Pittman in tow, the Cowboys have a chance to 
lead I-AA in total defense for the Second time in three years. 
Joseph, who could emerge as one of LAM premier quarter- 
‘backs, guides the offense. Larios is a teriic kicker. 
‘Weaknesses: I's nothing new: McNeese lacks depth and 
‘experience on the offensive line, The offense is often pre- 
<ictabe, rarely taking advantage of Joseph's rocket arm on 
first down and instead handing the ball to Fields, who has 
a chance to pass Buford Jordan as McNeese’s alltime 
rushing leader, 

Outlook: After being eliminated from the playotts in the 
‘quarterfinals in each of the past three seasons, the 
Cowboys are hungry. Another eye-opening schedule 
should give McNeese more playot-typa seasoning. The 
delense is dominating enough to carry the Cowboys to the 
Atte, but the offense must provide some token help. 
‘Schedule: at Southwest Mssouri State, Sept. 2; Abilene 
Christian, Sept. 9; at James Madison, Sept. 16; Youngstown 
State, Sept. 23; Central Frida, Sept. 30; Portand State, 
Oct. 14; Sam Houston State, Oct. 21; at Stephen F. Austin 
‘State, Oct. 26; at Southwest Texas State, Nov. 4; 
Northwestern State, Nov. 11; at Nicholls State, Nov. 18. 
Last -AA playott appearance: 1994. 

Nickname: Cowboys. Site: Lake Charles, La. 


2. NF AU 
Coach: John Pearce (17-152, 3 years) 

1994 record: 6-32, Southland: 4-1-1300. 

‘Top players: Mitch Ashley, P; Kevin Goodwin, WR; 
Leonard Harts, RB; Chris Jefferson, WR; Lee Kir, G; Rod 
Narcisse S (ransferiMinnesota); Mikael Ricks, TE; James 
Ritchey, QB; Jason Speights, CB; Damien Valley, RB; 
Joey Wyli, OT; Cint Zander, DT. 

Strongths: The Lumberjacks shouldbe explosive. They 
tetum nine ofensve starts, including big-play men 
Haris, Valery, Jetferson and Goodwin, Ashley is one of - 
AAN's most efficent punters. Ptchey is a dangerous quarter- 
back, and Narisse, a transfer from Minnesota, wil bolster 


‘mammoth All America tacke, and Scot Griggs, a four-year 
starter at center. Three Al-Southland linebackers are gone, 
too, Stephen F Austin hopes true freshman Brandon 
NNersesian can solve its Woking woes. 


Stephen F. Austin State DT Clint Zander. 


FE 


Outlook: Once again, the Lumberjacks play a daunting 


schedule, but if assistant Rick Rhoades, the former coach 
at Nichols State, can rebuild the linebacking cops, 
Stephen F Austin coud win its first league tite since 1989, 
‘Schedule: Northem lowa, Sept 2; at Youngstown State, Sept. 

9; Angelo Stat (Tras), Sept. 16; Henderson Sate (A), 
Sep. 23: at Sam Howson Sate, Oct 7; Nets Stat, Oct. 


“Top players: Jody Ferguson, OT; Joel Ferguson. G: Steve 
Hardaway, WRB; George Haynes, LB; Brad Lad, OB; 
WR; Nathan Pratt, DT; Keith Thibodeaux, CB; Chris Wills, SS. 
Strengths: Laird is poised to rewrite the passing section of 
the Northwestern State record book. Matthews will hurt 
‘opponents as a runner, receiver and kick returner. Keep an 
‘eye on Hardaway, a freshman who was the Central Texas 
High School Player of the Year last fall. The Demons may 
have their best-ever defensive ine. 

Weaknesses: Northwestern starters are untested at safety 
‘and wide receiver and slow at inebacker. The kicking 
(gerne must become more consistent. I Laid gets hurt, this 
team isin rouble, 

‘Outlook: Goodwin, whose squad featured 26 seniors in 
the spring, thinks this shouldbe the best team in schoo! 
history. The Demons wil be tested by a schedule that fea- 
‘tures five preseason Top 20 teams and I-A Northeast 
Louisiana. Another 5-6 record would be Goodwin's fourth 
this decade and could put him on shaky ground. But he 
should deliver a winning campaign. 
‘Schedule: at Southem, Sept. 2: at Troy State, Sept. 9; 
Delta State (Miss), Sept. 16; East Texas State, Sept 23: at 
Boise State, Sept. 30; Nicholls State, Oct. 7; at Sam 
Houston State, Oct. 14; at Northeast Louisiana, Oct. 21; 
Southwest Texas State, Oct. 28; at McNeese State, Nov. 
11; Stephen F. Austin State, Nov. 18. 


Coach: Jim Bob Helduser (11-21-1, 3 years) 
1994 record: 4-7. Southland: 1-5/TSth 
‘Top players: Aaron Allen, RB; Jeff Brandes, P; Vince 
Colins, SS; Claude Mathis, RB/KR; Lawrence McPherson, 
RB; Adam Means, OT; Donald Miller, DE; Joe O'Haver, LB; 
Ctris Sanchez, OT; David Wiliams, OB. 
Strengths: Mathis, an explosive runner and kick returner, 
is the best of eight returning starters on olfanse. With him 
and Brandes, the Southland's most consistent punter, the 
Bobcats could have the league's best special teams, 
Wilkams should improve on a promising freshman cam- 
paign. The secondary buoys the defense. 
Weaknesses: Between fe tackes, the ofensive ine is new. 
‘Sois most of the defense’s front seven. The loss of Al-America 
running back Donald Wikerson puts pressure on the ofense to 
vers. The Bobcats need to develop a winning attude 
‘Outlook: The incoming recruits should provide immediate 
help, which will be needed—especially on defense—if 
‘Southwest Texas hopes to forge is first winning season 
since 1991. Otherwise, Helduser, the league's most well- 
‘ked coach, may feel pressure. The Bobcats’ cause will be 
aided by a sot schedule. 
Schedule: Eastem Washnfon. Sept 7; Texas AAM- 
Kingsvile, Sept. 14; at Montana State, Sept. 23; Southern 
‘Utah, Sept 30; Cal State Northridge, Oct. 7; at Ca State 
Sacramento, Oct 14; at Nichols State, Oct. 21; at 
Northwestem State, Oct 28; McNeese State, Now. 4 at 

F. Austin State, Nov. 11; Sam Houston State, Nov. 18. 
Last LAA playott appearance: None. 
‘Nickname: Bobcats. Site: San Marcos, Texas. 


5. SAl 
Tach Ron Randenan 559 13 years; 


overall, 26 years). 
1994 record: 6-5. Southland: 1-5/TSth. 


‘Top players: Eric Anderson, LB; Stacey Avrambide, QB; 
David Garrett, FS; Marcus Hajdik,K; Chvis Hal, SS; Billy 
Holmes, LB; Kevin Janek, OT; Kirk Lawrence, FB; Dedrick 
Manigo, LB; Brad Molder, OT; Darius Smith, C; Trey 
Woods, CB. 

Strengths: The Bearkats have blocked a combined 17 
kicks over the past four years and are known for creating 
tumovers, Hajdk, the team's leading scorer in 1994, is 
back. So is Woods, an inspirational leader 
Weaknesses: Aramiide is erratic, and injuries Kept his 
Protection from jelling last year. The delensive front must 
be replaced, and the talent pool is average at most posi- 
tions, 

Outlook: The Bearkats opened 1994 by winning five con- 
secutive games. They then lst five ina row, with injuries 
playing a role. Healthy or not this season, Sam Houston 
‘State doesn't figure to finish in the upper dvision. 
‘Schedule: Jacksonvila State, Sept. 2; Alcor State, Sept. 9; 
«at Boise State, Sept. 16; Texas ASM-Kingsville, Sept. 23; at 
‘Texas Southern, Sept 30; Stephen F. Austin State, Oct. 7; 
Northwestem State, Oct. 14; at McNeese State, Oct. 21; at 
Nicholls State, Nov. 4; at Southwest Texas State, Nov. 18. 
Last I-AA playoff appearance: 1931 

Nickname: Bearkats, Site: Huntsville, Texas, 


Goach: Darren Barbier (Ist year). 
1994 record: 5-6. Southland: 1-57T5th 
“Top players: Enc Crawtord, DB; Adam Diel, K; Fara 
Foster, RB; Tyrone Houston, LB; Nakia Lumar, TB; Henri 
Ransefore, OB; Darnell Smal, LB; Terence Spears, FB; 
Corey Thomas, OB; Frank Witson, CB (moved from TB). 

8: Thomas, one of eight retuming starters on 
ctfense, isthe Colonels’ best runner and will mature as a 
passer, Diel has led Nicholls in scoring two consecutive 
years, Small makes a big contribution a inebacker. 
Weaknesses: The defense must replace eight starters, 
including three from a secondary that featured all-star 
Darryl Pounds. Moving Wilson from tailback to comerack 
‘could further weaken an inconsistent offense. 
Outlook: Barbier, 34, s the o'dest member ofthe coaching 
stall. He comes to Nichols from Hahnvie High in Boutt, 
La, where he led the schoo! to two Class SA stat ties in 
the past three years, But the jump to mid-major college foot 
ball requires patience from the Nichols State alum, After al, 
the Colonels haven’ had a winning season since 1988, 
Schedule: at Hofstra, Sept. 2; at Northeast Lousiana, 
Sept 9; Troy State, Sept. 16; at Southern linois, Sept. 23; 
Samford, Sept. 30; at Nonhwestem State, Oct. 7; at 
Stephen F. Austin State, Oct. 14; Southwest Texas State, 
Oct 21; at Souther, Oct. 28; Sam Houston State, Nov. 4; 
MeNoose State, Nov. 18. 
Last FAA playott 1988. 
Nickname: Colonels. Site: Thibodaux, La. 


Text by Car! Dubois. 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 


Northwestern St. RB Clarence Matthews. 
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Strong-armed Nord lengthens 
long line of star Grambling QBs 


__By SCOTT GREMILLION 


ven when you're a record-setting 
quarterback in the SWAC, it some- 
times is hard to get national 
acclaim. Just ask Steve McNair, 
who finished third in Heisman Trophy vot- 
ing last season despite piling up an eye-pop- 
ping 5,799 total yards for Alcorn State. 

So if McNair had trouble gaining national 
credibility while posting outrageous statis- 
tics, imagine the identity crisis Grambling 
quarterback Kendrick Nord experienced 
last season, when he failed to barely regis- 
ter a blip on the college football map 
despite posting lofty numbers. 

Nord compiled an impressive 2,824 total 
yards in 1994, which ranked 13th among 
1-AA signal-callers, That figure paled com- 
pared to numbers McNair racked up. But 
MeNair is in the NFL, which leaves the 
SWAC (and possibly the national) - 
light on Nord, who definitely has pro 
(6-foot-4, 210 pounds). 

Nord is just the latest in a line of standout 
Tigers quarterbacks. But Grambling fans 
don’t mention his name in the same breath 
as former stars James Harris, Matt Reed or 
the Williams brothers—Doug and Mike, 
Not yet, anyway, But if Nord, who is enter- 
ing his third season as Grambling’s starter, 
picks up where he left off in 1994, the com- 
parisons undoubtedly will commence. 

“People expect a lot from the Grambling 
quarterback,” Nord said, “But I know I 
have to go out there and play within myself. 
I can't try and measure up to what some of 
the other great quarterbacks have done 
here. 

“I know what I can do and what I'm capa- 
ble of. If I try and do too much, it only will 
hurt my team. I have a lot of guys who can 
do a lot of things with the ball. My job is to 
get them the ball and let them make it hap- 
pen. Then, if all else breaks down, I can try 
and make something happen.” 

Nord played like a Grambling great in the 
season-opening game against Alcorn and 
MeNair last season. The contest produced 
1,318 yards of total offense. Nord complet- 
ed 17 of 33 passes for 485 yards and seven 
touchdowns in leading the Tigers to a 62-56 
win. MeNair passed for 534 yards, 

Nord received several honors for his per- 
formance, including SWAC and Louisiana 
Offensive Player of the Week honors. A few 
weeks later, THE SPORTING News tipped its 
hat to Nord, noting he was “a bigger, 
stronger version of Air II (McNair)" in its 
“Caught on the Fly” column. 

But the season-opening air battle with 
McNair was only a preview of things for 
Nord. He finished with 160 completions in 
300 attempts for 2,811 yards, with 29 touch- 
downs and 17 interceptions, to rank sixth 
among I-AA quarterbacks in passing effi- 
ciency. Nord was the major reason the 
‘Tigers ranked fourth in the nation in total 
offense (458.4 yards per game) and scoring 
offense (41.1 points per game). 

But Nord’s performance didn't surprise 
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Corman state univensitY 


Grambling's Kendrick Nord threw for 2,811 
yards and 29 touchdowns last season. 


Grambling fans, who expected big things 
from him after he made a smashing debut 
in 1993, After redshirting as a freshman in 
1992, Nord earned SWAC Newcomer of the 
Year accolades by passing for 1,987 yards 
and 16 touchdowns. 

“Kendrick is a natural leader who plays 

s Grambling Coach Eddie 
Robinson said. “He is sometimes taken for 
granted because of his quiet nature and fit- 
ting-in personality. 

“He is not loud, He doesn't point fingers. 
He leads by example. He goes all out on 
every play. I have to tell him to slow down 
at times. But he knows no other way or no 
other speed to play. It has been a great 
honor coaching a young man of Kendrick’s 
character.” 

Aside from compiling impressive statis- 
tics, Nord—who was an all-state per- 
former at Williamson High School in 
Mobile, Ala.—has a nose for winning. Last 
season, the Tigers got off to a 9-0 start and 
were ranked No. 3 in the nation. But 
Grambling dropped its last three games, 
including a season-ending 31-27 loss to 
South Carolina State in Heritage Bowl IV. 
But the Tigers still won the SWAC crown 
for the 17th time since joining the confer- 
ence in 1959. And Nord has big plans for 
this season. 

“As a football player, you have to picture 
yourself doing the impossible,” Nord said. 
“You try to do the incredible. But to do that, 
you always have to look to do better than 
you're doing. 

“My goal is to win the league and be the 
best leader I can for our team.” 


Scott Gremillion covers Southern University 
and the SWAC for the Baton Rouge (La.) 
Advocate. 
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1, SOUTHERN 

2. GRAMBLING STATE 

3. JACKSON STATE 

4, ALABAMA STATE 

5. ALCORN STATE 

6. TEXAS SOUTHERN 

7. MISSISSIPPI VALLEY ST. 
8. PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 


OFFENSE 
Schoo! 


Pos. 
E 
T 
E 
it) 
is 
it 
ir 
cB 
cB 
8 
8 
‘SPECIALISTS 
Pos. Name, School HUN Class 


K___DAVID JAKANA, Alcorn State 5.9/155 Jt. 
P__ BRANNON SIMPSON, Grambing St 6-0/195. Sr. 
KR __GOREE WHITE, Alco State 5-107 Jr. 


OFFENSE: 


KENDRICK NORD 
QB, Grambling State 


DEFENS! 


KENYA ROUNDS 
LB, Souther 


SOUTHWESTERN ATHLETIC TEAM CHARTS 


1. SOUTHERN 
Coach: Pete Richardson (17-6, 2 years, 58-2041 overl 


years). 
1994 record: 65, SWAG: 5-2/rd 

Top players: Fred Baily, WR; Brent Barington, 
Davis, DT; Helshma Norther, S; Eric Randal, OB; Kenya 
Rounds, LB; Kendell hello, DT; Kenyatta Sparks, WR; 
John Wiliams, DB; Mehin Willams, TB. 
Strengths: Souther returns much ofits ofensive frepow- 
6, including four year starter Randall, 1,031-yard rusher 
Wilms and receivers Baiey and Barrington. Rounds and 
Shao lead a tenacious ‘Dog Day Defonse" that once 
again ranked among Division AA's best 

Weaknesses: Depth proved the Jaguars’ undoing last sea- 
son. After opening with three shutout victories, Southern 
lost ive ofits next six games as many key players went 
clown with injuries, 

Outlook: This isthe season Richardson and his staf have 
bean working toward. Southern has all the ingredients nec- 
essary to win its second league tte in three yeas. 
Schedule: Northwestern State, Sept. 2; at Alabama Stat, 
Sept. 9; rare View A&M, Sept. 16; Hampton, Sep. 23; at 
Mississippi Valley State, Sep. 20; at Jackson State, Oct. 
14; Alco State, Oct 21; Nichols State, Oct 28; Florida 
A&M (at Alana), Nov. 4; at Texas Southern, Nov. 11; 
Grambling State (at New Orleans), Nov. 25. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 

Nickname: Jaguars. Site: Baton Rouge, La 


2. GRAMBLING STATE 


Coach; Eddie Robinson (997-143-15, 2 years). 

41994 record: 9 (ost to South Carolina State in Hertago 
Bow), SWAC: 6-1/Ttst. 

Top players: Shelly Barnet, DB; James L. Brooks, OT; 
almond Brown, LB; Christopher Johnson, OT; Keth James, 
WEIKR; Uzoma Moore, C; Jef Nichols, RB; Kenckick Nord, 
(08; Abert Reese, DT/DE; Eliott Womack, G. 

Strengths: Many key perormersretum on an offense that 
‘old up such point totals as 5t (Wee), 62,66 and 87, Nord 
finaly gets the chance to step outside the considerable shad- 
(ow that Stove McNair cast both in the SWAG and national. 
<otnson, Womack and Moore ae forces on the offensive tort 
Weaknesses: Grambing lost six kay defensive players, 
‘The Tigers also must find a replacement for kicker Gilad 
Landau, a four-time al-conference selection 

‘Outlook: Wil the real Tigers please stand up? Is 
Grambling the team that won its fist nine games last sea- 
‘son of the one that lost its last three? Robinson, obviously 
hoping for the former, needs just three victories for his his- 
toric 400th career victory. 

Schedule: at Alcorn Stata, Sept. 2; Hampton (at East 
uthertord, Na), Sept. 16: Central Stato (Ohio), Sept. 23; 
Prarie View A&M (at Daas), Sept. 30; Mssissipp Valley 
State, Oct. 7; Arkansas-Pine Blut at Shreveport La.), Oct. 
14; at Jackson Stato, Oct. 21; Texas Souther, Oct 28; at 
Aabama State, Nov. 4; Elzabeth City (N.C.) State, Nov, 
14; Souther (at New Orleans), Nov, 25, 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1989, 

Nickname: Tigers. Site: Grambling, La. 


3. JACKSON STATE 


Coach: James Carson (19-19-43 years) 
1994 record: 7-4, SWAG: 4-a/4th 


ce. The secondary retums intact, inducing 1904 ALSWAC 
free sty Neon and standous Lewis and Ausin. 
Weaknesses: inexperience at quarterback isa concern. 
Soptoara Gra rat veo pad Ke gare s 
the Tigers’ mos tested signa cal, Three starting ineback: 


year for Jackson Stat, but the Tigers suprised everyone 
wih a srong showing, That momentum figures to conve. 
Schedule: Alabama A&M (at Birmingham, Ala), Sep. 3; 
Tennessee State (at Memphis, Tenn}, Sept 9; et Herida 
A&M, Sep, 16; Mississippi Valey State, Sep. 23; 


‘Acbama State (at Detroit), Oct. 7; Southern, Oct. 14; 
Grambing Stata, Oct. 21; Arkansas Pine Buf, Oct. 28; at 
Texas Southern, Nov. 4; 3t Praia View ABM, Nov. 11;Alcom 
State, Nov, 18. 

Last I-AA playotf appearance: 1990, 

Nickname: Tigers. Site: Jackson, Miss. 


4, ALABAMA STATE 


Coach: Houston Markham (6528-4, 8 years). 

1994 record: 6-5, SWAC:3-45th, 

Top players: Reggie Barlow, WR; Paul Etheridge, OT; 
ohn Feagin, 08; Ervin Gamer, DE; Herbert Haris, DE; 
Derek Scott, LB; Emille Stalworth, 0G; Alcede Surtain, 
8; Cedric Thornton, LB; Robert Vaughn, RB. 

Strengths: Alabama State rtums seven ofensive starters, 
including all/eague players Barlow (68 receptions) and 
‘Vaughn (1,088 yards rushing in only seven games), Surtain 
is back ater missing mast of last season because of an 
injury. The defensive ine, anchored by Harris, retums intact. 
Weaknesses: The Hornets must replace All-SWAC per- 
formers at comerback and free safety. Scot heads a ine- 
backing corps that lost to starters. 

Outlook: For the third consecutive year, Alabama State sta 
ed slow (1-4) and finished fat (6-1). Once again, the Hornets 
have enough talent tobe a factor inthe league race 
‘Schedule: at Alabama-Birmingham, Sept. 2; Southern, 
Sept. 9; Alcom State (at Mobile, Ala), Sept. 16; Toy Stato, 
Sept. 23; Jackson State (at Detrot), Oct. 7; at Texas 
Souther, Oct. 14; Praia View AM, Oct. 21; Alabama 
‘ASM (at Birmingham, Ala), Oct. 26; Grambling State, Nov, 
4; at Mississippi Valley State, Nov, 11; Tuskegee, Nov. 24. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: None, 

‘Nickname: Hornets, Site; Montgomery, Ala. 


5. ALCORN STATE 


Coach: Cardell Jones (31-12-2, 4 years), 

1994 record: 8-3-1 (including 0-1 in HAA playoffs). SWAC: 
G-ATIst. 

‘Top players: Elluntate Bell, DB; Marcus Colley, LB; Donte’ 
Dowers, CB; Jason Floyd, OL; David Jakana, K; Kobie 
Jenkins, WR; Bryant Mix, DE; Kewone Robinson, OL; 
Donald Ross, WR; Goree White, KR. 

Strengths: The good news is that Alcor State retuns 10 
defensive starters, The bad news is that the Braves surren- 
dered 364 points and 4,457 total yards lat year in 11 regu 
lar-season games, Stil, Mix (13 sacks and 29 quarterback 
“hurres’) isthe real thing. Alcorn State has a good offen- 
ive fine for a host of youngsters to run behind. Jenkins 
and Ross ate top-fght receivers, 

‘Weaknesses: How do you replace quarterback Steve McNair, 
who rewrote myriad records during four marvelous seasons? 
‘Outlook: Last season, one NFL scout sald Alcorn State 
‘would have finished 4-7 without McNair. This season, 
‘everyone gets the chance to find out just how smart that 
‘scout was. It won't help that the Braves play fie consecu- 
tive games on the road after opening al home. 

‘Schedule: Grambling State, Sept. 2; at Sam Houston 
‘State, Sept. 9; Alabama State (at Mobile, Ala.), Sept. 16; at 
‘Texas Southern, Sept. 23; at Arkansas-Pine Blutf, Sept. 30; 
Howard (at Indianapolis), Oct. 7; Prairie View ABM, Oct. 
14; at Southern, Oct. 21; Samford, Oct. 28; Mississippi 
Valley Stata, Nov. 4; at Jackson State, Nov. 18. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: 1994 

Nickname: Braves, Site: Lorman, Miss, 


Jackson State free safety Picasso Nelson. 


G, TEXAS SOUTHERN 


Coach: Bil Thomas (4-7, 1 year; 36-27-3 overal 6 years), 
1994 record: 4-7. SWAG: 25776, 

Top players: Wiliam Andrews, OL; Alred Bryant, DE; 
Cedric Douglas, QB; Jason Hampton, RB; Lee Harvey, 
WR; Eric Johnson, DE; Leonard LeBlanc, TE; Nick Lopez, 
DE; Ramon Manning, LB; Byron Solomon, RB, 

Strengths: Texas Southern bids for its fist winning season 
since 1977 wit players who went trom 2-9 in 1993 to 4-7 
in 1994, The defensive in is a cohesive experienced unt 
Weaknesses: New ofensive coordinator Archie 
(Gunsinger) Cooley brings a philosopiy designed to sult 
the multi-talented Douglas, The Tigers likely wil need 


Outlook: Thomas akeady has noticed a change as he begins 
tis second year as Texas Southerns coach, Last season, wo 
had people who couldn’ stand up after five minutes of prac- 
tie," he said, "This season, its an entirely diferent balgame,” 
‘Schedule: Prairie View A&M, Sept. 2; Clark, Sept. 9; 
‘Avcorn State, Sept. 23; Sam Houston State, Sept. 30; 
‘Alabama Stato, Oct. 14; at Mississippi Valley State, Oct. 
21; at Grambling State, Oct. 28; Jackson State, Nov. 4; 
Southern, Nov, 11; at Arkansas: 
Last AA playoff appeara 
Nickname: Tigers. Site: Houston. 


7. MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 


Goach: Larry Dorsey (23-253, 5 years). 

1994 record: 9-7, SWAC: 2-8/T6tn 

Top player: Chis Bote, OL; Sve Bee, WR Fr 

Ford, DB; Clint Gatewood, LB; Try Houzah, 
Ket Ponerer O8 Darel Parse OL 

Xavier Redmond, DBLKR; Ivan Washington, RB. 

Strengths: Booze leads a sim group of retumees; ha 

averaged 17.9 yards per catch last season and hauled in 

four touchdown passes, Bolton and Randle 

are an imposing duo on the offensive line, weighing in at 

350 and 320 pounds, respectively. 

Weaknesses: Where to begin? Simply put, the Data 
Devis mus replace thiny-something seniors, nine offensive 
starters and six defensive starters. 

Outlook: Dorsey, who occasionally coaches from the press 
box and wears a green hard hat to practice and games, 
aways gets the most from his team. He has his work cut 
‘utin 1995, a rebuilding season in which the Davis play 
only three home games. 

Schedule: at Arkansas-Pine Blut, Sept. 2; at Lane College 
(Tenn), Sept. 9; at Jackson Stato, Sept. 23; Southern, 
Sept. 30; at Grambling State, Oct 7; Texas Souther, Oct 
21; at Praia View ABM, Oct. 28; at Alcorn State, Nov. 
‘Nabama Stato, Nov. 1; at Arkansas State, Nov. 18 
Last LAA playott appearance: 1984. 

Nickname: Dota Devs, Site: hta Bena, Miss. 


8. PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 


Coach: Ronald Beard (0-44, 4 years). 

1994 record: 0-11. SWAC: 0-7/6th, 

‘Top players: Samual Hayes, LB; Maurice McGowan, OL; 
‘David McPherson, OL; Otis Myles, LB; Stuart Pearson, CB; 


Strengths: Prarie View retums an experienced otfensive 
‘ne, but it wil take considerably more than that to end the 
Panthers’ 46-game losing streak. Myles i Prarie Views 
Jone marquee player—and he is a good one, 
‘Weaknesses: As usual, the Panthers are manpower-shy, 
‘The defense lost most ofits starters, which may not be 
‘entirely bad (Praitie View yielded more than 50 points six 
times last season), 

Outlook: i's a no-winstuation at Praia View. Literally, And 
there's no indication that things wil change any time soon, 
Schedule: Texas Sosthem (at Houston), Sept. 2; at 
Souther, Sept. 16; at Tarleton State (Tex), Sept. 23; 
Grambiing State (at Dallas), Sept. 20; Arkansas-Pine Blut, 
ct. 7; at Alcorn State, Oc. 14; at Alabama State, Oct. 21; 
Mississippi Vallay Stata, Oct. 28; Midwestem State (Tex.), 
Nov. 4; Jackson State, Nov. 11. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Panthers. Site: Prairie View, Texas. 


Text by Scott Gremilion. 
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Bigger schools made mistake 
when they passed on UMass star 


By JOHN O'CONNOR — 


he first recruiting letter to Rene 
Ingoglia came from Notre Dame. 
Imagine the impression that 
made on the high school running 
back from Rochester, N.Y. 

Now imagine this: The Fighting Irish staff 
initially wrote Ingoglia when he was a ninth- 
grader. He was that good, and it didn’t take 
long for other big-time suitors to take notice, 

Entering his final year at Bishop Kearney 
High in 1990, Ingoglia (pronounced In-GO-lee- 
ah) had whittled his college list to Penn State, 
Syracuse, Wisconsin and Boston College. 

“I thought about the Heisman Trophy, 
about playing in front of 80,000 people, about 
the games on TV,” Ingoglia said. “Then I saw 
it all leave one Saturday FLT 


Massachusetts hasn't regretted taking a 
chance on running back Rene Ingoglia. 


It was the third game of the season, and 
Ingoglia had broken into the open field. 
With one defender between him and the 
goal line, Ingoglia cut back, a move he suc- 
cessfully had made a thousand times before, 
But this time, Ingoglia’s left knee twisted 
awkwardly. The anterior cruciate ligament 
tore and there was additional damage. Total 
knee reconstruction was required. 

‘The phone stopped ringing and the letters 
quit coming for the back with 5,000 prep all- 
purpose yards. 

“One of the (recruiters) later told me it 
was like if he had ordered a new car,” 
Ingoglia said. “If he had gone to pick up the 
car and it had a dent in it, well, he wasn't 
going to buy it.” 

So here was Rene Ingoglia, dented and 
undesirable after being told for years how 
attractive he was. 

“Rene's story is a great example of the 
coldness that can be involved in college 
football,” Richmond Coach Jim Reid said. 
“One minute, some of the top programs in 
the nation are recruiting him. The next 
minute—literally, the next minute—there’s 
not even a return phone call.” 

Reid was coach at the University of 


Massachusetts in 1990 when a Division I-A 
coach told him about Ingoglia and the knee 
injury. Reid watched some film of Ingoglia 
and was impressed. But could Ingoglia ever 
be even close to what he once was? 

“was convinced to take a chance on Rene 
when I sat down and talked to him,” said 
Reid, named coach at Richmond after serv- 
ing as defensive coordinator at Boston 
College in 1994. “When we committed a 
scholarship to him, he was just getting into 
the rehabilitation phase. I had absolutely no 
idea how it might turn out, But he had charis- 
ma. He was convinced he could come back.” 

Ingoglia signed with UMass, then spent 
the first season strengthening his knee. 
Ingoglia suited up the following spring, 
healthy, frisky and potent again, Then he 
almost took off on the Minutemen. 

Ingoglia pulled out his original short list 
and began contacting coaches to tell them 
that he was again ready for the big time. 

“My goal was to play I-A football, to show 
everybody that I could do it,” he said. 

Reid called Ingoglia into his office. “Let's 
go back,” Reid told him, “and look at how 
they treated you before.” 

Ingoglia stuck it out at UMass, and the 
Minutemen have benefited from his loyalty. 
After rushing for 656 yards in eight games 
as a redshirt freshman in 1992, Ingoglia (5- 
foot-10, 202 pounds) has led the Yankee 
Conference in rushing the past two sea- 
sons. Ingoglia rushed for 1,285 yards and 
14 touchdowns as a sophomore. He fol- 
lowed that up with 1,505 yards and 14 more 
scores last season. With 413 more yards, 
Ingoglia will surpass Garry Pearson as 
Massachusetts’ all-time leading rusher. 

“The thing that makes Rene unique is that 
he's such a great combination back,” said 
Mike Hodges, who replaced Reid as UMass 
coach in 1992. “He's got moves. He's got 
speed. He's got power. He can do it all. 

“And we're talking about a quality person, 
too. Rene does it in the weight room. He 
does it on the practice field. It should be no 
surprise that he does it on Saturdays.” 

His wish of playing in front of 80,000 fans 
and a TV audience has come and gone. He 
won't win the Heisman. But Ingoglia still 
has a dream—the NFL. Ingoglia, who runs 
the 40 in 4,5 seconds, compares himself to 
former Princeton running back Keith Elias, 
who played for the New York Giants in 1994. 

“I think (Ingoglia) could really be great in 
a one-back offense because he can do so 
many things,” Hodges 

Of course, choosing a FAA back would be 
a draftday gamble. But it wouldn't be the 
first time somebody has taken a chance on 
the once-dented Ingoglia. 

“When I stopped pouting about the knee 
and kicked myself in the butt, I was fine,” 
Ingoglia said. “I learned to take adversity 
and punch it in the face. The injury taught 
me a lot about life, In many ways, it was a 
blessing in disguise.” # 


John O'Connor covers the Yankee Conference 
for the Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch. 
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REDICWONS 


EDICHIO OF FINISH 


‘IMID-ATLANTIC DIVISION 
1. JAMES MADISON: 
2, DELAWARE 

3. WILLIAM & MARY 
4, VILLANOVA 

5, RICHMOND 

6, NORTHEASTERN: 


ALL-YANKEE TEAM 


OFFENSE 
Schoo! 


aaereey nas z 


TROY KEEN, Wiliam & Mary. 


Pos. _ Name, School 


MIKE FOLEY, New Hampshire 
‘CHRIS CURTIS, Vilanova 

~ JULIUS WILLIAMS, James Madison 63240 i, 
TYAONE FRAZIER, Vilanova 6-2 
JASON MILLER, Wiliam & Mary 6-1 
JUDE WADDY, Willam & Mary 


PAUL WILLIAMS, Delaware. 
ROB McCOY, New Hampshire 
DARREN SHARPER, Wiliam & Mary 


SPECIALISTS 
School HUWL Class 


JOHN COURSEY, James Madson 60180 Jc 
s. 


overs 


sori 


OFFENSE: 


RENE INGOGLIA 
RB, Massachusetts, 


DEFENS! 


‘TYRONE FRAZIER 
LB, Vilanova 


YANKEE CONFERENCE TEAM CHARTS 


MID-ATLANTIC DIVISION 
ES MADISON 


Coach: Alex Wood {1st year), 

1994 record: 10:3 (including 1-1 in LAA playotts). Yankee 
Mid-Avantic: 6-2/T st, 

Top pee avid Baley, ‘4: Aes Bowe, LB; aon 


Coursey, 
Gon Kelvin Jeter, ae David Lee, SS; sen TE; 
Brent Secrist, OL; Julius Wiliams, OE; Kelly Witshir 


strong-armed transfer rom Syracuse who threw fr 2,035. 
yards and ran for $89 last season, Joter ran for 758 yards 
in nine regular-season games and 356 in two playett 
(games. The Dukes have two of the finest receivers in LAA 
in Brooks and Perry, Six starters retum from the league's 
stingest defense. 

Weaknesses: Tho Dukes need to replace two ofensive 
linemen and al three linebackers. They be breaking in a 
‘ew staf, 100, one headed by Wood, formerly the cfensive 
coordinator at Wake Forest. The punting game was weak 
in'94, and qualty kick retumer Dwight Robinson wil be 
missed 

Outlook: The Dukes have the makings of a championship 
team. Wood can use Cawley, Jeter, Brooks and Pery as 
ctfectively as former coach Rip Scherer, the offense should 
score even more than the 29.3 points it averaged last sea- 
‘son. James Madison's overall team speed on defense kept 
‘opponents from big gains, and that trend should continue. 
Schedule: Morgan State, Sept. 2; at Wiliam & Mary, Sept. 
9; McNeese State, Sept. 16; at Villanova, Sept. 23; at 
Maine, Sept. 30; Boston Universty, Oct. 7; at New 


Hampshire, Oct. 14; Delaware, Oct. 21; Richmond, Oct. 28; 


at Northeastern, Nov. 4; Connecticut, Nov. 11. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: 1934, 
Nickname: Dukes. Site: Harisonburg, Va. 


2. DELAWARE 


eae iy Rayman (2055-9, 23 ya 
}994 record: Yankee Mid-Atlantic: 5-3/3rd. 

to players: Stove Archibald, OT; Kenny Bailey, FS; 

Cautney Bats, SE Noman Clean, HBB; Eo 

Cont, SEIKR; Ralph D'Angelo, LB; ryan Sottes, DE; 

‘Shannon Trostie, G; Pat Wiliams, RB; Paul Wiliams, CB. 

‘Strengths: Raymond's deceptive Wing-T fools defenses 


James Madison quarterback Mike Cawley. 


better when the Blue Hens operate wth experienced per- 
sonnel, and Delaware has that wih eight offensive starters 
back Coleman and Pat Wiliams combined for 1,148 rush- 


3: Daryl Brown, the Yankee's alte leading 
rusher, will be tough to replace. Raymond also has some 
‘work to do on the defensive ine. The Hens averaged just 
134.5 passing yards last season and are searching for a 
‘consistent quarterback. 

Outlook: Delaware missed the playots last year forthe 
first tme since 1990. Buti the defense can be tghtened 
‘and a quality passer found, the Bive Hens could be the 
‘Yankee's best again 

‘Schedule: West Chester, Sept. 9; Vitanova, Sept. 16; at 
Boston University, Sept. 23; at Northeastern, Sept. 30; 
‘Youngstown State, Oct. 7; Richmond, Oct. 14; at James 
Madison, Oct. 21; Maine, Oct. 28; Wiliam & Mary, Nov. 4; 
at Navy, Nov. 11; at Rhode Island, Nov. 18. 


3. WILLIAM & MARY 


Coach: Jimmye Laycock (98-702, 15 yeas). 
1984 record: 6-3. Yankee Mid-Atantic: 6-2/T 1st. 

Top players: Josh Beyer, G; Matt Byme, OB; Derek 
Fitzgerald, TB; Brian Giamo, DT; Terry Hammons, WR; 
Troy Keen, FB; Jason Miler, LB; Stefon Moody, LB; Darren 
Sharper, FS; J Simpkins, DT; Jude Waddy, LB. 
Strengths: The Tribe has 19 starters back (nine on 
cfense, 10 on defense). Fitzgerald and Keen are top-qual- 
ty rushers who combined fr 1,760 yards and 16 touch- 
clowns last year. Hammons is a deep threat. The detense, 
led by Sharper and Miler, could improve upon is No. 2 
Jeague ranking. Laycock is regarded as one of college foot- 
bal's brightest offensive minds 

Weaknesses: The Tribe lost quarterback 
‘Shawn Knight, steady receiver Mike Tomin and top tackler 
Greg Applewhile to graduation. Byme, a senior, willbe the 
‘new quarterback, but he is unproven. 

utlook: Given Laycock’s tack record with quarterbacks, 
there's reason to befeve Byme willbe fine, which means 
Wiliam & Mary could be among the Yankee's best. The 
“Tribe defintely wil be abe to run the ball and should be 
able to stop people. 

‘Schedule: at Virginia, Sept. 2; James Madison, Sept. 9; at 
Northeastern, Sept. 16; at New Hampshire, Sept. 23; at 
Virginia MiitaryInstute, Sept. 30; Rhode island, Oct. 7; 
Pennsylvania, Oct. 14; at Massachusetts, Oct 21; 
‘Vilanova, Oct. 28; at Delaware, Nov. 4; Richmond, Nov 1. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: 1993. 
Nickname: Tre. Site: Wiliamsburg, Va. 


4.Vi 


Coach: Andy Talley (6538-1, years 93-56-2 overal, 15 
). 


years 
1984 record: 5-6. Yankee Mid-Attante: 2-6/T4th, 

‘Top players: A.J, Burawshi, LB; Anthony Cowsete, TB; 
Chris Curtis, DT; Gary Dennis, FB; Josh Dobin, WR: Curtis 
Dunaway, CB; Brian Finneran, WR; Tyrone Frazer, LB; 
‘Tom Marchese, 8; Erk Pearson, OB; Frank Venezia, PIK. 
‘Strengths: Cowsette may be one of the best taibacks in 
the league. He and Dennis could give the ‘Cats a sold run- 
ning combination. Finneran caught 56 passes as a fresh- 
‘man last year. Frazier led the league in tackles, and the 
‘secondary is loaded wit talent and experience. 
Weaknesses: Pearson stated the fst four games of last 
season belore suflering Stomach problems ard beng 
replaced by Marchese, a Marland ranslr who was ade- 
‘quate. One of them needs to step up. There's not mach speed 
on ofense, and the defensive fine could use mare sie. 
Outlook: Vilanova is basicaly a sophomore- and junior- 
laden team that appears tobe a year away from making 
serious nose in the league race. 
Schedule: Boston Universty, Sept. 6; at Delaware, Sept 
16; James Madison, Sept. 23; at Butfalo, Sept. 30; 
Connecticut, Oct. 7; Northeastern, Oct. 14; at Navy, Oct. 
21; at Wiliam & Mary, Oct. 28; at Rhode Istand, Nov. 4; 


Delaware running back Pat Williams. 


CHMOND 


Coach: Jim Reid (Fist year, 36:29-2 overall 6 years) 
1994 record: 3-8. Yankee Mid-Atlantic: 1-7/th 
Top players: Shawn Barber, DB; Art Blanchard, DL; Joe 
kod, 08; Jason Gabrels, OB; Brian Hot, TE; Eho 
Imbomone, TE; Antoine Lee, WRIRB; TJ. McNaly, RB; Marc 
‘Megna, LB; Winston October, DB; Minaso Rodgers, TB. 
‘Strengths: Rodgers didnt gat many carries last year play- 
ing betind Uly Scot, Richmond's alltime leading rusher, 
but he showed flashes of brifance when he did. Holtort 
caught 28 passes as a freshman. Blanchard has developed 
into a dependable run-stopper. Reid, the former coach at 
Massachusetts (1986-91), is expected to pump some ile 
into a program that hasn't exhibited much lately. 
‘Weaknesses: Richmond needs help just about every- 
where. Foremost, the Spiders need to decide on a quarter- 
back. Each ofthe contenders, Eirod and Gabrels, started 
at times last season. The defense was one of the easiest in 
-AAto run against. 
Outlook: The Spiders relied so heavily on Scott in 1994 that 
its anybody's quess where their offensive focus wil bein 
"95. Defensively, they were sod against the pass, but oppo- 
nents rarly threw because it was 60 easy to run. Richmond 
probably isa recruiting class or two away from contention 
Schedule; Vicgnia MittaryInstivte, Sap. 2; at 
Massachusetts, Sept. 9; The Citadel, Sept. 16; Boston 

1, Sept. 30; Northeastern, Oct. 7; at Delaware, 
Oct. 14; at Fordham, Oct. 21; at James Madison, Oct. 28; 
New Hampshire, Nov. 4; at Wiliam & Mary, Nov. 11; at 
Vilanova, Nov. 18, 
Last FAA playott appearance: 1987, 
‘Nickname: Spiders, Site: Richmond, Va. 


Coach: Barry Galup (1330-1, 4 yeas) 
1964 record: 2-9. Yankee Mid-Atlantic: 2-6/T4th. 

‘Top players: Chris Brady, WR; Brian Chamberlain, OT; 
Jerome Daniels, OT; Mark Hopkins, OB; Steve Kives, LB; 
Tom Monics, WR; Jim Murphy, QB; Dan Schena, DT; Andre 
Seoido, P; Antwaine Smith, OB; Bran Vaughan, RB; Pat 


Wood, 08, 
Strengths: Vaughan has good speed, a high intensity level 
‘and the ably o break tackles. All but one starter returns 
con the ofensive line, and the receivers are experienced. 
Northeastern won its final two games last season after 
staring 0-9, so there may be some momentum. 
Weaknesses: The offense has experience, but i's a unit 
Continued 
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that managed just 269.2 yards a game, last in the league. 
The dolense gave up 33 first downs to Delaware and 414 
passing yards to Boston University, both Yankee 
Conference highs last season, The Huskies need to find a 
way to win cose ones (they lost four games by seven or 
{ewer points) and dvolop a quarterback. To that end, 
Galup signed Wood, ajunor-college transfer who has 
“major escapabiity” according tothe coach, 
Outlook: Wood was one of 14 signees in what Gallup 
believes tobe his best recruiting harvest in fve years, Many 
wil play immediately (Wood and Kies seem most ikely 0 
rmako an instant impact), and ifthe Huskies are to rise from 
tho depths of the Yankoo, they! have to play well 
Schedule: Colgate, Sept. 9; Wiliam & Mary, Sept, 16; 
Massachusets, Sept 23; Delaware, Sept. 30; at 
Richmond, Oct. 7; at Vilanova, Oct. 14; at Boston 
University, Oct. 21; at Connecticut, Oct. 28; James 
Maclson, Nov. 4; at Maino, Nov 11; at New Hampshic, 
Nov. 18 

Last AA playotf appearance: None. 

Nickname: Huskies, Site: Boston 


WEW ENGI visit 
1. NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Coach: Bil Bowes (152-85-5, 23 years) 

1994 record: 10:2 (including 0-1 n I-AA playotls). Yankee 
New England: 8-01 

‘Top players: Al Barrow, WR; Chris Bourdon, OT; Romande 
Carter, L; Sean Finneran, DT; Mike Foley, DE; Calvin 
Jones, WR; Rob McCoy, DB; Mat! Mezquita, TB; Brendan 
Richter, LB; Jeff Tamulsh, TE; Joa Walker, DE. 

Strengths: Seven starters, including Al-Yankee lineman 
Foley, are back from a defense that gave up just 17.5 
Points per game, The Wildcats have thee top-notch pass 
catchers in Bartow, Jones and Tamulski. New Hampshire 
Was plus-16 in tumover margin last season. 

Weaknesses: The key offensive players of 1994 are gone: 
‘quarterback Jim Stayer, talback Avrom Smith and fullback 
Lee McClinton. Can Mezquita step into Smith's slot and 
carry the load? The new quarterback will be untested. 
Outlook: At least early in the season, New Hampshire ike- 
'y will have to rely on its strong defense whil its young 
offense comes together, The Wildcats gave up 14 points or 
less seven times last season and are a good bet to do as 
Well in'95, Offensive maturation will determine if they can 
tepeat as Yankee champs. 

Schedule: at Connecticut, Sept. 9; Rhode Island, Sept. 16; 
Willam & Mary, Sept. 23; at Lehigh, Sept. 30; at 
Massachusets, Oct. 7; James Madison, Oct, 14; Main, 
Oct. 21; Boston University, Oct. 28; at Richmond, Nov 4 at 
Vilanova, Nov. 11; Northeastem, Nov. 18 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1994, 

Nickname: Wildcats. Site: Durham, N.H. 


2, MASSACHUSETTS 


Caachi Hodgs (20-2 9 year). 

1994 record: 5-6. Yankee New England: 4~4/T3r. 
ieee rank Alessio, TB; Ken Belo, DL; Kevin 
Bourgoin, WR; Ron Brockington, RB; Vemard Fennel, DE; 
Rone Ingogla, RB; Dan Markowski, OL; Androw McNeil, 
(QB; Broon Parker, CB/KR; Mark Shalala, OL; Miko 
Valentino 
Strengths: i's unlikely any league team will run the ball 
a frequently as UMass, which returns Ingogla (3,448 
career rushing yards), Alessio and Brockington. Parker 
‘may bo one of the best comerbacks in FAA. MeNily is a 
ttveo-yoar starter at quarterback, but he is more depend- 
able than flashy, 

Weaknesses: UMass neods to replace threo starters on 
tho Yankoe's best dofonsive front of 1994, The Minutemen 
don't throw the ball; last season's 96 8-yard average was 
last in the league. 

Outlook: UMass rarely gives up much ground, 

‘of the defensive components, When the Minutemen strug- 
gle, i's usvally because they don't score much, Can tha 
Minutemen develop a passing game dangerous enough to 
keep defenses from ganging up on Ingogla? Ifthe answer 
's yes, they could contend 

Schedule: Richmond, Sept. 9; Holy Cross, Sept 16; at 
Northeastem, Sept. 23; at Rhode Island, Sept, 30; New 
Hampshite, Oc. 7; at Buffalo, Oct. 14; Wiliam & Mary, Oc 


Northeastern running back Brian Vaughan, 


21; Lehigh, Oct. 28; at Maine, Nov. 
Nov, 11; at Connecticut, Nov 18. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: 1990. 
Nickname: Minutemen, Site: Amherst, Mass. 


3. BOSTON UNIVERSITY 


Coach: Dan Allen (33-25, 5 years). 
1994 record: 9-3 (including 0-1 in L-AA playots), Yankee 
New England: 6-2/2nd. 

‘Top players: Corey Barber, OT; Jose Conde, LB: Julien 
Dale, RB; Bret Dedman, TE; Kevin Foley, 08; Jel! Fuler, 
DE; Ivan Padi, DT; Ron Stephenson, WR; Lex Thomton, 
DB; Chris Walker, WR. 

‘Strengths: Even in a run-and-shoot offense, there's room 
{ora power back, as Dale demonstrated last season. Dale, 
1a 5-oot-10, 240-pounde, ran for 911 yards and was 
named the league's rookie ofthe year. Foley, a transfer 
from Maryland, has a speedy cast of receivers. 
Weaknesses: Foley willbe trying to replace Robert 
Dougherty, who led the Terriers to back-to-back playot 
appearances and twice was named the league's tp offen- 
sive player. Nine of 11 starters need to be replaced on 
detense, and 24 lettermen are gone. Alen is looking for 
answers on both lines, 

Outlook: Dougherty, who came to BU from a junior college 
in Calfomia, proved to be just the transfusion a drab pro 
gram needed. Now that ho is gone, tha Terirs ned 
‘another centerpiece for their run-and-shoot, Wilt be 
another transter (Foley)? 

Schedule: at Vilanova, Sep. 8; Maine, Sept 16; 
Dolawara, Sept. 23; at Richmond, Sept 30; at James 
Mackson, Oct 7; Rhode Isiand, Oct. 14; Northeastem, Oct. 
21; at New Hampshire, Oct, 28; at Connecticut, Nov. 4; 
Massachusetts, Nov. 11; at Butfalo, Nov, 18. 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1994, 

Nickname: Teriers. Site: Boston, 


4, CONNECTICUT 


Coach: Skip Holtz (4-7, 1 year). 

1994 record: 4-7. Yankoo New England: 4-4/TSrd, 

Top players: Brian Amold, DT; Lamy Austin, FS; Jett 
Coles, SS; David DeArmas, K/P; Wibur Gillard, TB; Ban 
Gleason, DT; Dan Jones, G; Monte Nowden, SE; Lamont 
Parker, CB; Henry Thompson, LB; Pat Walsh, OT. 
Strengths: The Huskies may have one of the best sec- 
ondaries in the league in Parker and transfers Austin 
(North Carolina State) and Coles (Temple). By I-AA stan- 
dards, the offensive line is huge, and four of five starters, 
retum, DeArmas led the Yankee with a 40.5-yard punt- 
ing average and connected on 10 of 14 f 

attempts. Gilliard (2,057 yards) is the third-leading rush- 
erin schoo history. 


Boston University, 


‘Weaknesses: Holtz must impress upon his players the 
vale of ball possession; UConn lst 16 fumbles and had 
16 passes intercepted last season. Two quarterbacks with 
starting experience retum, but neither has distinguished 
hisall. “Help Wanted” sign is out at nabacker, too, 
whore three starts have departed. 

Outlook: A move to I-A may be forthcoming, but rst the 
Huskies must demonstrate some consistency in AA. Holtz 
signed five running backs o go with Gillard and the vete- 
‘an blockers. Now the trick i to improve on defense and 
find a quarterback who can handle the bal without turing 
itover, 

Schedule: Now Hampshire, Sept. 9; Central Connectiut 
State, Sept 16; Butfalo, Sept. 23; at Yale, Sept 90; at 
Villanova, Oct. 7; at Maine, Oct. 14; at Rhode Island, Oc. 
21; Northeastem, Oct. 28; Boston University, Nov. 4 at 
James Madison, Nov, 11; Massachusets, Nov. 18 

Last FAA playotf appearance: None, 

Nickname: Huskies, Site: Stors, Conn, 


5. ae 


Coach: Jack Cosgrove (6+ 
1904 record: 3-8, Yankeo New board 2.8710 

Top players: Ray Baur, FB; Alon Byers, CB; Dorok Carter, 
FS; Ross Fichthor, LB; Brian Gaine, TE; Bob Jameson, 
TB; George McDonald, DE; Andre Pam, TB; James Rice, 
WR; Steve Stinson, G. 

Strengths: The Black Bears, with all oftheir offensive ne- 
‘mon back as well as Jameson, Baur and Pam, should be 
‘able to run the ball. Middle man Fichthorn is one of the 
league's beter linebackers, 

Weaknesses: Maine didnt do much offensively ast sea 
on (ranked next to last in both scoring and total offense 
in the league) and wil stat an inexperienced quarterback 
in'95, Steve Knight, the Bears’ leading ground-ganer ast 
year, is gone. The defensive fine lost three of four starters. 
Outlook: The Bears probably wil try to pound people with 
the running game untl they can get a green quarterback 
some game snaps. Playing solid defense early may be the 
key fora team that has had trouble scoring more than a 
couple of touchdowns a game 

Schedule: Lock Haven 2), ‘Sept. 2; al Rhode Island, 
Sept. 9; at Boston University, Sept. 16; James Madison, 
Sept. 30; at Buffalo, Oct. 7; Connecticut, Oct, 14; at New 
Hampshire, Oct 21; at Delaware, Oct. 28; Massachusetts, 
Nov. 4; Northeastem, Nov. 1; at Central Florida, Nov. 18. 
Last FAA playoff appearance: 1989. 

Nickname: Black Bears, Site: Orono, Maine. 


6, RHODE ISLAND 


Coach: Floyd Keith (6-17, 2 years; 28:42 overall, 5 year). 
1004 rca: 2, Yerko Now Ena. 2473h. 

fop players: Bobby Apgar, WR: Lucien Belanger, LB; Cy 
mae WR; Camels Cruz, RB; Lou D'Agostino, DE; Frank 
Ferrara, DE; Chris Hixson, QB; Lalhon Jones, LB; Chis 
Lawson, DB; Paul Scotfone, OL. 
Strengths: The passing game is potent. Hixson missed the 
fina two games of 1994 wih a shoulder injury ard stil 
threw for 2,123 yards and 13 touchdowns. Butler and Apgar 
ranked 1-2 among Yankee receivers in passes caught, and 
Rivode Isiand finished second in the league in 
yardage, Three young linebackers return led by Jones, who 
paced the Rams in tackles as a freshman last year 
‘Weaknesses: Rhode island was the worst rushing team in 
the league lst year (712 yards) and three starters on the 
ne must be replaced. Rams quarterbacks threw 18 intercep- 
tons. Defensively, URI gave up a lot of big plays and alowed 
29,8 pols per gamo. The defensive ne needs buk. 
Outlook: How many 37-35 games can tho Rams survive? 
Units green defense and running gam come around, 
Rhode Island will depend on Hixson, Butler and Apgar to 
camry the day. ts a heavy load 


Massachusetts, Sept, 30; at Wiliam & Mary, Oc. 7; at 
Boston University, Oct. 14; Connecticut, Oct 21; Vilanova, 
Nov, 4; Hofstra, Nov. 1; Delaware, Nov, 18 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 1985, 

Nickname: Rams. Site: Kingston, Rl 


Text by Jotn O'Connor. 
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Because coach is no ordinary Joe, 


Robert Mortis may be extraordinary 


By CHUCK FINDER 


‘ere was Joe Walton, a veteran of 

35 NFL years, becoming a first- 

time college football coach of a 

first-time college football team. 
Starting from scratch at age 57. 

Walton surprised many in July 1993 when 
he chose to make his new start at Division 
LAA Robert Morris, which had never field- 
ed a football team. Walton was hired with a 
mandate to prepare Robert Morris—a pri- 
vate institution of 5,500 students in 
Corapolis, Pa., about 15 miles west of down- 
town Pittsburgh—for competition in 1994. 

“They had nothing,” Walton said. “No 
footballs, No equipment. No players, No 
nothing.” 

No problem. 

In 17 months, Walton, who coached the 
Jets to a 5357-1 mark and two playoff 
appearances from 1983-89, and veteran 
NFL assistant Dan Radakovich (aka “Bad 
Rad,” a native of the Pittsburgh area) mold- 
ed an initial group of around 110 non-schol- 
arship players into a unit that finished 7-1-1. 

The Colonials enjoyed so much success 
so quickly that when the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference failed to issue a bid to 
Robert Morris for the league's annual post- 
season bowl—instead choosing 6-4 
Wagner—there was grumbling on campus. 

Just think: Robert Morris wasn't sure it 
would win a game during its maiden voy- 
age, and it ended the season by being 
snubbed by the ECAC’s bowl committee. 

This was a team Walton, now 59, began to 
build from a cubbyhole office, making tele- 
phone calls, canvassing Pennsylvania and 
Ohio for players willing to pay their own 
tuition. Some of the players hadn't worn a 
uniform in years. One came from a culinary 
school, three others from a military acade- 
my in Boonville, Mo. A starting defensive 
tackle weighed 350 pounds. The starting 
middle linebacker was a freshman who 
began fall drills as the first-team quarter- 
back. 

“It was a bit of a mystery to me that we 
could win early,” said Walton, who last 
coached in 1991, when he was the 
Pittsburgh Steelers’ offensive coordinator. 

When Walton arrived at Robert Morris, 
he brought a playbook similar to the one he 
used as an NFL offensive coordinator in 
Washington, Pittsburgh and New York, 
where he served as the Jets’ coordinator in 
1981-82 before becoming coach. He lasted 
seven years as Jets coach. After he was 
fired, he worked two years for the Steelers 
before losing his job when Chuck Noll 
retired after the '91 season. 

Walton, a former All-America end at the 
University of Pittsburgh, didn't want to 
leave the area. Thus, he worked in the mov- 
ing business in his hometown of Beaver 
Falls, Pa. 

But Walton missed coaching. To help fill 
the void, he took his wife, Ginger, to small- 
college games around the area. But he 
ached for action. 


before taking over at Robert Morris. 


In June 1993, Robert Morris announced it 
intended to start a football program. Eight 
weeks later, Walton was in his cubbyhole. 
One of the first things he did was call 
Radakovich, who had last worked in foot- 
ball as assistant head coach/offensive line 
with Cleveland in 1990. (Radakovich left 
Robert Morris to become the Rams’ offen- 
sive line coach in February.) 

“Football is the same at any level,” Walton 
said. “It's the competition. It's the chal- 
lenge. The excitement of game day. All I 
know is, right now I'm enjoying what I'm 
doing. I don’t need money, so that’s not a 
factor. Who knows how long I'll do it. But 
T'm glad | did it.” 

So is Robert Morris. The players, from 12 
states, added about $1.5 million to the col- 
lege coffers. The dormitories were filled for 
the first time in eight years. Newspapers 
from across the Northeast corridor wrote 
about Walton and Robert Who? 

“The first year, you call and nobody has 
heard of Robert Morris,” Walton said. “We 
don't have to explain who we are anymore.” 

Said Robert Morris President Edward A. 
Nicholson: “I had jokingly said, ‘If we had 
two Nobel Prize winners, we would not 
have gotten as much publicity.” 

Four home games, played at a nearby 
high school, attracted 20,783 fans. Walton 
now dreams of an on-campus stadium and 
upgrading the schedule. 

“It’s going to take at least three years of 
recruiting to be a solid program,” Walton 
said. “But it has been an adventure. It has 
been an amazing adventure.” # 


Chuck Finder is a sportswriter for the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 
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“Bagh compete AA ie wun be Known oe Apa 


ALL-INDEPENDENTS TEAM 


OFFENSE 


Pos. _ Name, School Hun. _Ciass 


TODO CLEVELAND, C. Flora 5-0/170 Soph 
COURTNEY FREEMAN, Uberly” 510/165 Soph, 
CHRIS BEHAN, Buttalo 6-1/222 


JOHN INGRAM, Jacksonville St. 62/240, 
DAVE FIORE, Hofstra 64/275 
BRIAN BIXLER, W. Kentucky 62/250 
MARK BRUNGARD, Youngstown St. 6-1/202 
MARQUETTE SMITH, C. Florida 57/195 
TIMHALL, Robert Morris 60/215 


DEFENSE 
Name, Schoo! HUM Class 


LJERMAINE HOPKINS, Youngstonn St. 5-11/222_ Sr. 


alas 5 
geoeeigelele 


z 


DAN McGRATH, W, Kentucky 6-2/198._ Sr 
DAVID LONG, Liberty 60248 Jr 
MARCO CALISE, Towson State 6-1/221 Sr, 
MARVIN BROWN, CS-Sacrmento 6-0/180 Sr 
RICHARD YOUNG, Troy State 6-0/195 St 
‘COREY BINFORD, W. Kentucky 511/199 Sr 
69/205 _ Sr. 


jleig\olgis\eisici-|- 


SPECIALISTS 
Name, School, Huw Class. 


K__ CHARLIE PIERCE, C, Floida_6-1/170_ Jr 
P_ SCOTTHOLMES, Samford 6:9/203 Sr. 
KR TODD CLEVELAND, C. Florida 59/170 Soph. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 
TODD CLEVELAND 
WR, Central Florida 


DEFENSE: 


LEON JONES 
LB, Youngstown State 
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I-AA INDEPENDENTS TEAM 


Cuarts 


1. YOUNGSTOWN STATE 


Coach in Tressel (8433-2, 8 years) 
{20 recor: 140 (rng 0 AA yo) 
fp players: Damell Bracy, WR; Mark Brungard, OB; Paul 
EER DE Man let 3 domane Hepa DE, Pp 
Joan-Bapiste, LB; Andra Jetiroe, DT; Leon Jones, LB; Tom 
Pilingham, LE: Tom Puglcc, DB; Bian Tedeshy, TE. 
Strengths: Jones, tho Best linebacker in FAA, and Hopkins are 
Impact dtenders, Tho smart, efcientBrungard takes aim ata 
‘third consecutive national ttle, 
‘Weaknesses: The Penguins must replace their top rusher and 
receiver. The losses of center Chris Sammarone and defensive 
back Lester Weaver willbe hard to oft, oo. 
‘Outlook: Tressel, who has led Youngstown to three of the past 
four FAA its, was wooed bythe Miami Hurcanes inthe of 
‘son but opted to stay put, The Penguins might have enough 
‘talent to reward him with a fifth consecutive trip to the tite gama. 


Nickname: Penguins, Site: Youngstown, Oi 


2. CENTRAL FLORIDA 


‘Top players: Todd Cleveland, WRIKR; Daunte Culpepper, 08; 
Gotod Davis, FB; Corres Hard, DT; Charle Pere, PK; Akon 
Powel, CB; Nakia Redick, LB; Marquette Smith, TB; Chis 
Tabscott, G; Chis Wrenn, C, 

Strengths: Cleveland isa game breaker as a recover and 
tetumer. Smith and Davis are the best 1-2 backfield punch in |- 
‘AA Piarce’s lo wil wn games, 

‘Weaknesses: Not many, Fourteen starters are gone, but a 
‘wealth of talented players will fil the vold, Culpepper, Florida's 
tep Mr, Footbal last al is a dynamite prospect, bul few fresh- 
man quarterbacks shine, 

‘Qutlook: Certral Florida moves to FA in 96 and may choose fo 
‘vad more than 65 scholarships tis oar oprpare. 0, fs sold 
unt won't ba @bgible for postseason play in its final LAA season, 
Schedule: Eastern Kentucky, Aug. 31; Carson-Newman 
(Tenn), Sept 9; t Florda Stat, Sep. 23; at McNeese State, 
Sept 30; Samford, Oct. 7; Ubery, Oct. 14; at Hawali, Oct. 21; 
at Northeast Lousiana, Oct 28; Betuune-Cookman, Nov. 4; 
Troy Sale, Nov. 1; Maine, No. 18. 


Last FAA playotf appearance: 1993 
‘Nickname: Knights. Site: Orlando, 
3. TROY STATE 


Coach: Lary Blakeney (35-13-1, 4 years). 

1994 record: -4(incuding 0-1 in FAA playots). 

‘Top players: Daniel Brady, WR; Arid Gregory, TB; Bob Hall, 
OT; Kerry Jenkins, OT (tansterSU); Prat Lyons, DT (vans: 
{ovtah State); Andras Maxwell, LB; Stacy Murry, DL; Joremy 
Rowel, OB; Derrick Washington, FB; Keth Wiliams, OT; Ted 
Yarbrough, TB; ichard Young, CB. 

Strengths: Once again, Blakeney has brought in FA transfers 
‘who will help, including Jenkins and Lyons, who was a star in the 
Big West Hal and Willams are two of HAS top offensive tackles, 
Weaknesses: Troy Sat's rich stablo of oxposive racelvers 


Trojans deep into the playotts. 

‘Schedule: East Tennossoe Stato, Sep. 2; Nortwwestem Stato, 
‘Sopt 9; a Nichols Stato, Sept. 16; at Alabama State, Sept 23; 
‘Wester Kentucky, Sap 30; at Norhoast Louisiana, Oct. 7; at 
(Chadeston Souther, Oc. 14; acksomle Stale, Oct 21; Alabama- 
‘Birmingham, Oct. 28; at Central Flori, Now 1a Samford, Nov. 16. 
‘ast FAA aot apearanc: 04 


Nlckname: Trojans, Site: Troy, Ala 
4. LIBERTY 
Goach: Sam Rufiglano (36-29, 6 years), 
1994 record: 5-6. pas 
Top players: Antwan Chies, QB; Kelvin Cochran, LB; Eric 


‘Strengths: Chiles and Mors combine to give the Flames one 
Of LAS best backflds, Colvard is a tremendous weapon at 
punter. The ofensive ine retums four starters. 

‘Weaknesses: Livery lacks proven recelvers, which could 
cause Putigano to sorap the one-back set. Alime scoring 
leader Danel Whitehead must be rpaced at Kt. 
(Outlook: How well Morris retums fom of-season hip surgery 
wil deterine how high Liberty climbs inthe rankings. ding 
former Vanderbit coach George Macintyre as defensive coors 
ator shoul help Ruiglano keep the Flames stoked. 
Schedule: West Virginia Tech, Sept 
Stato, Spt. 16; at Delaware State, 


Southern, Oct. 28; Hampton, Nov. 4; Georgia Souther, Nov. 
11; Westem Kentucky, Nov. 18. 

Last LAA playotf appearance: None. 
Nickname: Flames. Site: Lynchburg, Va. 


5. HOFSTRA 


Coach: Joe Gard (98-132, 5 years). 
Top payers: Kran Brom, 08: Ban Clk 

Knaron Brown, 5 
Creare Rs Dave Ege K Cave Fare OT Oven 
Gardner, C; Nick Johnson, WR; Eugene McAleer, LB; Jim 
‘Shannon, OT, Ty Sunday, CB, 

ark a first ate defensive back who ted forthe 
lead in FAA with nina interceptions. Fore isa bona fide Ae 
‘America lineman, 
‘Weaknesses: Three starters must be replaced from a defen- 
sive line that helped Holstra rank No.2 in AA against the rush, 
Outlook: The Flying Dutchmen added football scholarships for 
the frst ime and had an excellent recruiting year. Theis tough: 
‘est challenge will come in their last game, at Marshall. By then, 
Holstra may be a Top 20 team. 
Schedule: Nichols State, Sept. 2; at Holy ross, Sep. 9; 
Lafayette, Sept. 16; at Ilinols State, Sept. 23; Liberty, Sept. 29; 
at Cal State Sacramento, Oct. 7; Charleston Souther, Oct 21; 
Buffalo, Oct.27; at Fordham, Nov 4; at Rhode Island, Nov. 11; 
at Marshal, Nov. 18. 
Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 
Nickname: Flying Dutchmen, Site: Hempstead, N'Y. 


sywad 


Conch: Peto Hur (4-64, 1 year 

1994 record: 4-6-1. 

Top players: Mike Date, DE; Robert Dean G; Sot 
Brad Mangus, LB; Lance Matos, C; Mike Pore, WR; Derek 
Staley, TB; Eric Tuer, CB; Shawn Wiliams, FB; Bart 
Strengths: The ofense, induding Yancey and hs protection, is 
‘experienced. Staley's rotum to talback could generate excite- 
tment in the backfield. Holmes isa steady punter. 
Weaknesses: There's plenty of athletic ability on defense, just 
‘nol much experience or depth, 

‘utlook: The schedule is tough, but not impossible, After two 
coaching changes in two years, Hus second season should 
be a tonic forthe Buldogs. 

Schedule: Arkansas-Monticalo, Sept.2; at Austin Peay, Sept 
9; Tennessee Tech, Sep. 16; at Nichols State, Sept 20; at 
Contral Florida, Oct. 7; Jacksonvile Sate, Oct. 14; Stephen F. 
‘Austin, Oc, 21; at Alcor Stale, Oct 28; Morgan Sate, Nov, 4 
at UT iar, Nov. 11; Troy Sal, Now 16 


7. ALABAMA-BIRMINGHAM 


atson Brown (1 yoar, 32-7741 ovoral, 10 year), 
1994 record: 74 

‘Top players: Thomas Banks, RB; Cedrick Buchannon, WR: 
Justin Craft, CB; Rodney Hudson, OB; Jacke Hurst, DT; Robert 
Losi, DE; Intl Reese, FS; Keith Register, OL; Keth Roland, 
FB; Kovin Thomason, 


Strongths: Hudson, a Mississippi State transfer, was a prop Al 


“Amprca who helped his Georgia high schoo! to the mythical 

national tHe in ‘91, The Blazers have 11 other former MA play- 
‘rs, many at key positons. Brown and his staf boast a com 

bined 110 years of FA experience. 

Weaknesses: Fifteen starters—and the entre coaching sta— 
will bo new. The defensive lina lost both tackles, 

Outlook: The Blazers, who bogan as a Divison Il program in 
“91, have thie eyes on '96, when they jump to MA. Fi tough 
road games wil jeopardize UABSs streak ol four consecutive 


winning seasons. 

Schedule: Alabama Stato, Sept. 2; at SW Louisiana, Sept. 9; 
<Jacksorvile State, Sept. 16; al Westem Kentucky, Sept 23; at 
Middle Tennessee State, Sopt. 30, Wotlord, Oct. 7; at North Texas, 
Oct 14; at Troy State, Oct 28; Charleston Southom, Nov. 4; 
Keane ar) Cote No los oloa (i) No 8 


FAA playott appearance: toe, 
Noknane! Bhows Ste Beige, Als 
8, CAL POLY-SAN LUIS OBISPO 


Conch: Andre Patterson (74,1 year). 

1994 record: 7-4 

‘Top players: David Brown, DB, Mike Fisher, QB; Alex 
Garwood, LB; Chis Lang, LB; Hitoshi Ono, WR; Ryan 
‘Thomas, WALKR; Jonathan Trotr, LB; James Tutt, K; 
Antonio Warten, RB; Bryan Willams, OL. 

Strengths: Fisher isthe schoofs alltime passing leader, 
Patterson's successtl debut energized te program. The 
Mustangs ranked fit in FAA in rushing delense last year, 
Totter and Garwood were to big reasons why, 
‘Weaknesses: The offensive lina fetums just one starter. The 
secondary also will have new starters, 

utlook: The school that produced John Madden has some 
‘ty players worthy of Al-Madden Team consideration. Another 
winning season appears lkly. 

Schedule: Westem Montana, Sept 2; idaho State, Sept 9; 
Montana State, Sept. 16; at Weber Stato, Sop. 23; at Southern 
Utah, Oct 7; at Sonoma State (Cal), Oct. 14; Cal Stato 
Sacramento, Oct 21; at St Mary's, Oct. 28, at Cal State 
Noxthridge, Nov. 4 at UC Davis, Now. 1; Eastem Washington, 
Nov. 18, 

Last FAA playotf appearance: None. 

Nickname: Mustangs, Site: Sen Luis Obispo, Cal. 


9, HAMPTON 


Coach: Joe Tayor (31-41, 3 years, 92-89-4 overal, 1 years). 
4994 record: 10+ (in Dhvsion I). 

Top players: Malcolm Benson, RB; Roderick Briggs, OT; Tim 
Hal, LB; Hugh Hunter, DE; Mike Jenkins, WR: Anthony 
‘Smith, FB; Lamonte Stil, BB; Sekou Watton, CB; Kevin 
Wiliams, SS 

‘Strengths: The Pirates retum their top thee rushers, all their 
receivers and three states onthe offensive line, Stil wil 
emerge as one of FAAS brightest stars, 

Weaknesses: Wiliams is talented, but he's only a freshman, 
Three pivotal defensive players, inclucing stelar linebacker 
‘Jota Meredith, must be replace. 

‘utlook: Tha Pirates, crowned champion of black college foot 
ball by one wir service last year, pay their most ambtous 
schedule yet as they move up from Division I. hey survive 
the fist month, they could ralse eyebrows, 
‘Schedule: at Morehouse (Ga), Sap. 2: at Howard, Sept. 9; 
Grambling State (at E, Rutherford, NJ), Sept. 16; at Souther, 
Sept. 23; Bethune-Cookman (at Jacksonvile), Sept. 30; 
Delaware Stato, Oct. 7; at Norolk(Va.) Stata, Oct. 14; 
Elzabeth City (N.C) State; Oct. 28; at Liberty, Nov 4; 
Fayatevila (N(G.) State, Nov. 11; Morgan State, Nov 18 
Last FAA playotf appearance: None, 

Nickname: Prates. Site: Hampton, Va 


10. JACKSONVILLE STATE 


Coach: Bil Burgess (7624-4, 10 years), 
1994 record: 47 (in Division i), 
‘Top players: Jason Hass, G; John Ingram, G; Amel Jackson, RB; 
‘David Mahalley, DT; Jason Reynolds, RB; Rey Reynolds, DE 
Strengths: Ingram has Al-America talent, and Reynolds is 
player. Burgess has picked up a talented transter group that 
could pay of immediately 

‘Weaknesses: Only four starters retum on defense, That won't 
help the Gamecocks cope with seven road games, including 
three against FAA state rivals Troy State, Samford and 
‘Nabama-Birmingham. 

‘Outlook: A road vitor in '4 over FA Northeast Lousiana was 
the highlight of Jacksonvile State's fnal compliance season for 
HAA slatus. The Gamococks won the '82 Division il ta and are 
in stiking distance of becoming a AA force. 

Schedule: at Sam Houston State, Sept. 2; West Georgia, Sept. 
9 at Alabama‘ , Sept. 16; North Carona ABT, Sept 
23; Knosrvile (Tenn) », Sept. 30; at Westem Kentucky, 
Oct. 7; at Samord, Oct. 14; at Troy State, Oct. 21; at Arkansas 
State, Oct. 28; Westem llinls, Nov. 11; at Southwest Missourt 
State, Nov, 18, 

Last LAA playotf appearance: None. 

Nickname: Gamecocks. Site: Jackson, Ala 


11. WAGNER 


(H10-37-2, 14 years), 


Top plaert: stn Abel LB; Tony Capua, OL: Vince DoReme, Ok: 
Cet Paka, PR: Vic Fe, De: cx Gari. OL Sot Ht, 
WR: Kio Lockwood, RB; Jason Mle, CB (ranteeCcioas); 
Jason Scholz, DB: Ba Somes, LB; Raycine Wa, LB. 
‘Strengths: Lockwood and Scholz were among AA's best at 
thelr postions lat season, Tha linebackers and ofonive ine 
should excel 

‘Weaknesses: The Seahawks ranked last in -AA in kickott- 
felum average last season, Quarterback Jason Cue, who 
rewrote the teams ofensive record book, must be replaced. 
Outlook: Wagner knows how to win, and this season should be 
‘no diferent. The ony thing that may koep the Seahawks from 
‘the I-AA playotts is a suspect schedule. 

Schedule: Stony Brook (N.Y), Sot. 16; Towson State, Sept. 
23; at St Pele’, Sept. 29, St Francis, Oct. 7, at Robert 
Mortis, et. 14; Jona, Ot. 2; Central Connecticut State, Oct. 
28; at Monmouth, Nov. 4; at San Diego, Nov. 11. 

Last FAA playott appearance: None 

Nickname: Soahaviks, Site: Staton Island, NY. 


12. WESTERN KENTUCKY 


Goach: Jack Harbaugh (28-35, 6 years; 5363-3 over, 11 yeas). 
1994 record: 5:6. 

‘Top players: Corey Binford, SS; Brian Baer, C; Antwan Floyd, 
‘TB; Daryl Houston, QB; Sean Longstreth, 
MacKenzie, G; Dan McGrath, LB; Latravs Powel, FB; Wil 
‘Sweeney, K; Sidney Wikams, WB. 

Strengths: Floyd ranked arrong the top LAA rushes in ‘94 
Bixleris a qualty center. Bintord and McGrath are defensive 
leaders, and Sweeney is a consistent scorer. 

Weaknesses: The offensive ine is ono of several areas lacking 
experince. The top four tacNers are gone, 

Outlook: The Hiltoppers had to search the valleys for new 
layers, but he talent is there to keep this rebuilding year from 
being a disaster 

Schedule: Murray State, Sept. 2; at Eastern Kentucky, Sop. 9; 
at Austin Peay, Sept. 16; Alsbama-Birmingham, Sopt. 23; at 
Troy State, Sept. 30; Jacksenvile State, Oct 7; Eastom Iino, 
Oct. 14; af Indiana State, Oct 21; at Southem iincs, Now. 4; at 
Sberty, Nov. 18, 

Last FAA playotf appearance: 

Nickname: Hiltoppers. Bh vir Gen, ky. 
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‘son, 80 the offensive line needs serous attention, The kicking 
game requires wot, 00. 


he | La pri 
Schedule: Hope al Sot Sept. 2a Mana, Sot 
Duquesne, Sept. 16; Central Connecticut State, Sept. 30; at 
Garon Pa), Ot 7 ogre Ot Morcyhurst (Pa), Oct 
21; a Towson Stato, Oct. 28; at Bethany (W.Va), Nov. 4 St 


Last LAA payotppurac: Nae 
pte Site: Corapois, Pa. 
4. WOFFORD 


Coach: Mike Ayers (47-00-1, 7 years, 58°51-2 overall 10 years). 
Division i). 


1994 record: 5:6 (n 
Top er: lara NT baa Frc Pau 
Humphes, CB; Ryan Jinks, 


Pade Gdn a Tp Wed De Dita 
Strengths: The opto tackles, Patrick and Frazier, retum 
‘Young but athletic running backs wil be asked to step up quick: 
|y In the wishbone attack. 

Weaknesses: The top thro halfbacks trom ast season are 
gone and the algo sustained heavy losses. Who wil 
tae sr ha Ban Port? 


Teri’ fret year in FAA wil be rough, but fl be a good stat 

forthe ture, 

Schedule: at LonoisAtyna (N.C), Sept. 2; at The Citadel 
Calva (NC), Spt. 2 0 
Oct. 

yo 1 Ean NC) Nv 


Strengths: Ecnanen atk Fon «dames aed 31 


tumovers and rankod 14th in 

Weaknesses: Alstine Maryland passing leader 

City ane san fon bo ohare ores RA 
‘Orlando leaves a huge void a receiver and bck 


‘Outlook: The Tigers best chance in yoars to eam a play 
‘berth eluded them last season. Things won't get easier, as the 


dotense, 


‘school na longer ates scholarships, 
Setud: Ba Sr Sc Dye Sep 16 ot Wa 
Monmouth, Sept 30a Stale, Oo 7a 


Fence Oo Brine Oc 2 bes Os 2 an 


Top players: AR. Baringlon, LB; Bo Bartholomew, DE; James 
Casey DL Jon Conan, OL Adam Ges, OL: Harton 8, 
08; Mike Lasstr, OL; Kirk Roberts, WR; Wil Robinson, LB 
Strengths: Tho Wildcats ranked fouth in total defense in FAA 
but didi play a AA schedule. Stil, the bulk of the defense 
‘etuns, led by Cassidy and Bartholomew. 

‘Weaknesses: Depth ee action once, 
Suatrt An nen cn Newer einen dene 
Beas Wiel nbcoeea ea donne kar 
(Outlook: The Widcats wil win, thanks to a schedule lacking | 
‘Ak oppostion Ba as mS ar 
tnyeresimoghaton beyond campus 

Schedule: Univorsty shes en, Sept. 9; Mas 
(Tenn), Sept. 16; at Emory & Henry (Va.), Sept. 23; at 

(Wc), Sepa shin 8 Le Pa}, Ot 7 Mets 
(NC), Oct. 14; at Randolph-Macon (Va), Oct 

‘Sydney (Va), Oct. 28; at Centre (Ky), Nov. 4; Bridgewater 
(Va), Nov, 11. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: None. 

Nickname: Wldats. Site: Davidson, NC. 


__17. CAL STATE SACRAMENTO 


Coach: To be announced. 
4994 record: 55. 
‘Top players: Jason Bannan, OT; Tom Beam, SS; Marvin 


ares AEAK Baan ase send sergio 
the nex level ee 
Weaknesses: The stl poiions on ofnse have ie or no expe 


Top players: Matt Omalez, K; Joe Piero, LB; David Romines, 
WRIPR; Andrew Rose, LB; im Rose, CB; Darren Walton, FB; 
ames Woods, 8. 

Strengths: Romines is a dependable receiver and punt rtum- 
ex, Wallon and Omalz are steady. Woods knows how fo pros- 


‘on another losing season. 

Gal) Sop, 9 ao Sa, Soh. 

16; at Northorn Arizona, Sept. 23; at SW Toxas State, Oct. 7; 

Westen New Mexico, Oct. 14; at UC-Davis, Oct. 21; Southem 

Ua Oat 28; at Cal Poly-SLO, Nov. 4; St. Mary's, Nov, 11; Cal 
‘State Sacramento, Nov. 18 


20, CENTRAL CONNECTICUT STATE 


Goach: Sl Cintorno (10-19, 0 years). 
1994 record: 46. 

“Top players: Michael Grehary, G; Jory Hamey, LB; San House, 
TB Dot ick nyo CE Pore WR Eady 


Outlook: Y 

(tine) than in the Blue Devi 
there are few signs his tear wil cimb above 
‘Schedule: hear (Ny) , Sok Cored. Sat 18 CW. 
oat Si, 


{904 record 
Top players: George Arends, 07; bo Conan, CB; Matt 
Marck, G; Todd McMahon, OT; Eliot Miler, WR, Fick Rath, 


cifensive backlild, St Francis ranked 103th in LAA in passing 
cofense a year ago. 

‘utook: Shame games wi he, but hal lhe staring Kn 
a a Nope sentra pst et 


Schedles Gerona, Spl. 2; Ouqusre, Sep; Mare 


Seo 16; at nary (8), Spe 2 a Marr (a) Oe 
at Wagner, Oct. 7; Towson State, Oct. 14; 
anmuctet ue,G 2 Henney Oe. 26 a Ret 
Wort, Nov. 11. 

Last FAA playoff appearance: None, 

Hckname: Red Fash i: Lovet, Pa 


22. ST. MARY'S 


Coach: Mike Rasmussen (31-181, 5 years). 

1994 record: 7-3. 

‘Top players: Bonner Cunnings, RB; Ede Ford, DB; Tim Hoyt, 
‘LB; Adam Mahlum, C; Domingo Ruiz, DT, Blake Tuffl, WR; 
David Walker, OT; Chang Weisberg, LB; Ed Wittams, RB. 
‘Strengths: Nine starters are back on ofense. A strong kicking 
‘game retums the essential parts. Eight consecutive winning 
seasons have helped establish momentum. 

‘Weaknesses: Six starters must be replaced on a delense that 
was thid in FAA against the rush, Ruiz is a sold pas rusher, 
bute cant do it alone, 

Outlook: The Gaels have only 17 scholarships fo work wh 
Sil, mec ee schedule with 


Schedule: Saran Sa (Cl) Sh & Chic (Call Sale, 
Columbia, Sept. 23; 


Utah, Oct.21; Cal Ply-SLO, Oct 28; at Cal State Secramento, 
Nov, 4; at Cal State Northridga, Nov. 11 
Last FAA playotf appearance: None, 
‘Nickname: Gaels. Site: Moraga, Call 


Goes Kove Calaan (97,2 ya 
record: 


Strengths: Bohan ont ol TAA eh ere Conley leads 
an aggressive of finebackers. Carison's retum trom injury 
hal te Bul kicking 


big holes onthe ines and at qua 
Outlook: There arent many winable games on tho schedule. 
piel Sorell 10) is, 


Sead Fochan, Sept 2; aly, Sat 9 tos, 
Sale, Sp. 16 ‘al Connecttout, Sept. 23; ilanova, Sept. 0; 
Oct. 14; at Holsta, Ot. 27; 


Cra Site (oh) No 4; at Youngstown Stato, Nov. 11; 
1 


Coach: David Dowd (35,4 yours). 
1994 record: 0-11. 
Top players: Tony Bines, QB; Maurice Gerald, CB; Chuck 


Gir, DT Mike Lazaro, LB; Tom McManus, G; Clay Moose, OT; 
Heath Siemon, WR; Luvet Smith; G; Wiliam Washington, LB. 
Strengths: Experenced players rtum on offense, incuding 
four inemen. That coud help the team's surest equation: ines 
0 Siemon, again and again. 
‘Weaknesses: Can you rn, Kick or tac? If 80, the Buccansers 
‘yu. On oe am i HA was woe a ing dense 
Nobody was worse in rushing defense and ttl defense. 
‘Outlook: The Buceanaers neat dobled thot 90 scoring out 
‘put in ‘94 but sill gave up 46.9 points a game. Unless a rebuilt 
‘another winless season awaits 


Sept. 9; 

23; at Morehead State, Sept. 30; i Neve (8), Ot 
‘Troy State, Oct. 14; at Hotstra, Oct. 21; Liberty, Oct. 28; 
‘Alabama-Bi . Nov, 4; Wotord, Nov. 11 
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SCOUTING DIVISION Il 


By JERRY FELTS 


\he North Alabama Lions, with 49 

ttermen returning, will be trying 

to win their third consecutive 

national championship in 1995, a 

feat never before accomplished in Division II. 

Only two other schools—Southwest Texas 
State (1981-82) and North Dakota State 
(1985-86)—have won back-to-back Division 
Tl national crowns. North Alabama joined 
that elite group with a 16-10 victory over 
Texas A&M-Kingsville in last year’s Division 
I championship game in Florence, Ala. 

Twenty starters, including 10 from a 
defense that ranked among the top four in 
four categories nationally, are back. 
Linebacker Ronald McKinnon, the Lions’ top 
tackler in each of the past three seasons, is 
one of the leading contenders for the Harlon 
Hill Trophy, awarded each December to the 
Division II Player of the Year. 

“Everybody in the program realizes what 
we could accomplish,” Lions Coach Bobby 
Wallace said. “It doesn't have to be 
stressed. What we have to do is stress to 
them to be as good as they can be. It's a 
very special group of players we have in our 
program.” 

In addition to McKinnon, the Lions wel- 
come back six others who earned All- 
America recognition last season. 

NOTES; North Alabama owns a 27-game 
winning streak against Division II oppo- 
nents, dating to a quarterfinal playoff loss 
to Jacksonville State in 1992. The Lions 
have beaten 13 nationally ranked Division II 
opponents in succession and have not lost a 
Gulf South Conference game since October 
17, 1992. ... The Gulf South, which has pro- 
duced five of the past eight Division II 
national champions, welcomes three new 
members in 1995. Arkansas-Monticello, 
Arkansas Tech and Southern Arkansas 
have joined the conference from the NAIA 
ranks and will begin play this fall. But the 
GSC may lose 1989 national champ 
Mississippi College, which announced in 
March that it will move to Division III in an 
effort to contain athletic costs. A decision 
was expected in June. . . . Portland State 
again will face one of the toughest sched- 
ules in the country. Division II runner-up 
Texas A&M-Kingsville, Division LAA run- 
ner-up Boise State and Division LAA quar- 
terfinalist McNeese State are among the 


ne veRSETY OF NORTH ALABAMA 


Linebacker Ronald McKinnon is one of 20 return- 
ing starters for powerhouse North Alabama. 


teams the Vikings play on the road. 
Portland State's 10 opponents combined for 
a 76-42 record in 1994, . . . Hillsdale (Mich.) 
College has won more games than any 
other Division II program. Entering its 
104th season of competition in 1995, 
Hillsdale is 498-30646 all-time. The 
Chargers’ 500th victory could come as 
early as September 9 against St. Francis 
(Il). ... Pittsburg (Kan.) State, which went 
10-0 last season, is 95-4-1 in its past 100 reg- 
ular-season games. The Gorillas carry an 
18-game regular-season winning streak into 
the 1995 season and have not lost a regular- 
season home game since November 4, 1984 
(and are 51--1 since). . . . Bentley (Mass.) 
College, a Division II non-scholarship pro- 
gram, has won 28 consecutive regular-sea- 
son games, the longest current streak of 
any NCAA team. The Falcons led Division 
Il in scoring defense, total defense and pass 
efficiency defense last season. . . . Olympia 
Fluellen, a defensive back at Clark Atlanta, 
intercepted three passes in a game twice as 
a freshman last season.@ 


Jerry Felts covers college football for the 
Florence (Ala.) TimesDaily. 


DEFENSE 


PREDICTIOI 


ceo. 


‘Twenty returing starters lead the Lions in their quest fo 
‘become the first school to win three consecutive tiles, 
2, NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
‘The Bison offense is loaded, led by A America center Brad 
‘Sevas ard two-year searing quarterback Rob Hyland. 
3. INDIANA (PB.) 
fences taper ae copay 
Indians seek their eighth playol beth 
4, TEXAS A&M-KINGSVILLE 
‘Fourleen starters, incuding several statistical leaders, return 
rom fhe naiona nsmer-up. 


5. PORTLAND (ORE.) STATE 
The Vinngs face anoher bral sched, but shoud be abe 
40 eam fhe engin tp to he playols rine years 

6. PITTSBURG (KAN.) STATE 
The 1991 rational chaps must replace seven defensive 
stator, lo Snebachars and tree ireren. 

7. NORTH DAKOTA 
(Coach Roger Thomas welcomes back 14 starters fom a 
sad mat advanced ioe Dion I sens. 

8. FERRIS STATE (MICH) 
The Buldogs ae beaten in 29 consecetive rear eeason 
james ard have won thee conference tes ina row 


9. CARSON-NEWMAN (TENN.) 


The Eagles retam af cl her fop cleresve weapons om a 
team al raowy keto Noth Albama in the playots. 


10. CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
Wh 1Sretring starters rom ast year's 82 sq, th Boars 
‘should challenge North Alabama in the Gull South Conteronce. 


FIRST ROUND 

Ferris State (Mich) 43, West Chester (Pa.) 40 
Indiana (Pa) 35, Grand Valley State (Mich) 27 
Texas ABM-Kingsvile 43, Western State (Colo) 7 
Portland State 29, Angelo State (Texas) 0 

North Dakota State 18, Pitsburg (Kan. State 12 (3 OT) 
North Dakota 18, NE Missour State 6 

North Alabama 17, Carson-Newman (Tenn) 13 
Valdosta (Ga) Stat 14, Albany (Ga,) State 7 
QUARTERFINALS 

Indiana 21, Fens State 17 

Texas ABM-Kingsvile 21, Portland State 16 
North Dakota 14, North Dakota State 7 

North Alabama 27, Valdosta State 24 
‘SEMIFINALS 

North Alabama 35, North Dakota 7 

Texas ABM Kingsville 4, Indiana 30 

CHAM 


IPIONSHIP 
North Alabama 16, Texas ABM-Kingsville 10 


OFFENSE SPECIALISTS 

Pos. Name, School HiJWt Class Pos._Name, School HUWt Class Pos. Name, School HLWt Class 
WA _ Bran Penecale, West Chester (Pa) 62215 St \___MatkCalahan, Norh Dakota 6.27285: K_—_Ryan Anderson, Nontem Colorado 5-980 Sr. 
wR 6210S. U_Wareus Keyes, Norh Alabama 69310 Sc P ‘Kevin Thomewel, Texas ASM Kngsvle_ 6-005 Soph. 
TE Clarence Benford, Abary (Ga) Sale 64270 Sr See Melon, Casoriwnan (ern) 62255 m3 KR Kevin Cannon, Milersvle (Pa) __58/170__‘St._ 
Kevin Dogins, Texas AAM-Kingsvile tse Tumage.indana(Pa) 607240 Se 
L___ Jeremy O'Day, Edinboro (Pa) B , North A % 
UL Phil Schepens, Pitsburg (Kan) State af PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 
7 Dal OFFENSE: 
s 0, North Al DENNIS ROBINSON, RB, Indiana (Pa), St. 

Grady Benton, West Texas ABM a 
RB Jarrett Anderson, NE Missour State 6-1/210 Jt. DEFENSE: 
RB Dennis Robinson, indana (Pa) 10185 St RONALD MCKINNON, LB. North Alabama, St. 
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SCOUTING DIVISION II 


By JERRY FELTS 


wice in the past three years, 
Washington and Jefferson (Pa.) 
has served as something of a way 
station for teams en route to win- 
ning the NCAA Division III championship. 

Washington and Jefferson lost in the 
Amos Alonzo Stagg Bowl (the Division IIT 
title game) in 1992 and '94, and still is seek- 
ing its first national crown. Thus, it's not 
surprising that the Presidents, who have 
advanced to postseason play six years in a 
row, have grown somewhat weary of watch- 
ing others take home the trophy. 

But 1995 could be the Presidents’ year. 
They welcome back 18 starters and several 
key reserves from a squad that captured a 
record ninth consecutive Presidents! 
Athletic Conference championship last sea- 
son but lost to Albion (Mich.), 38-15, in the 
Stagg Bowl. 

“We had a strong year in 1994, and we 
think we have a good nucleus to work with 
this year,” Washington and Jefferson Coach 
John Luckhardt said. “When you get to the 
national finals and don't play well, it’s hard 
to know how people will respond. 

“Physically, this team is capable of com- 
peting. Our seniors will determine if we 
have the willpower and determination to 
advance as far as we have in the past.” 

NOTES: Washington and Jefferson's 
streak of nine consecutive conference 
championships is the longest in the nation. 
Dickinson (Pa.) College has the second- 
longest streak with seven Centennial 
Conference crowns in a row. . . . St. John's 
(Minn.) Coach John Gagliardi needs seven 
victories to pass Bear Bryant for second 
place on the career coaching victories list. 
Gagliardi’s 317-98-10 record ranks fourth 
all-time and second among active coaches 
behind Grambling’s Eddie Robinson (397- 
143-15). Only Robinson, Bryant (323) and 
Pop Warner (319) have won more games 
than Gagliardi, . . . Tailbacks Ryan Lovins, 
Shane Davis and Kevin Coy of Loras (Iowa) 
College, who combined to rush for more 
than 1,800 yards and 22 touchdowns last 
season, go by the nickname “Natural Born 
Thrillers”. . . . Springfield (Mass.) College 
begins a new chapter in its i 
athletic history by joining the Division III 
ranks this season as a member of the 
Freedom Football Conference. Springfield 


Running back Mark Kacmarynskl is a key play- 
er for Central (lowa) Coach Ron Schipper. 


was 5-5 in its final season in Division II. . . . 
Trinity (Texas) has one of the most favor- 
able schedules in the nation. The Tigers 
play their first seven games at home and 
don't play on the road until October 28, 
when they are at Rhodes (Tenn.) College. 
In all, Trinity will play eight of its 10 regu- 
lar-season games at home. Lycoming 
Pa.) hasn't lost to a team with a losing 
record since 1984, or 109 games ago. .. . 
When Williams and Amherst meet 
November 11 in Williamstown, Mass., it 
will mark the 110th meeting in the most- 
played rivalry in Division III (and fourth- 
most played in the nation). Williams leads 
the series 60-45-4 (the schools haven't 
played a tie game since 1906)... . Central 
(lowa) Coach Ron Schipper has piloted the 
Flying Dutchmen to 34 consecutive win- 
ning seasons, the all-time NCAA record for 
acoach. ... Wisconsin-LaCrosse defensive 
coordinator Roland Christensen is entering 
his 34th season as a coach at the school. 


Jerry Felts covers college football for the 
Florence (Ala.) TimesDaily. 


PREDICTIONS 


1. WASHINGTON & JEFFERSON (PA.) 
The Prescerts  18 tartar om st ar’ eom wich 
Abo Dison a 


JOHN'S (MINN,) 
ae ces eee yea ste 


iia MOUNT UN UNION {0Hl0) 
son program daring re 12805 reams 
rom last year’s 10-2 squad, 


| k!  WIDENER (PA.) 


_AtAeca dlenders Artic Moore and Blaise Clean 
make te Plonoers serious conkenders, 


"5, CENTRAL (OWA) 
Recipe 
"6. ALBION (IC, 

{ fe ceo ae sever ky oon 


/ . WISCONSIN-LaCROSSE 
f Sag ig Kei i ty 
f he Eages aweain experiences taker 


" g, AUGUSTANA {ILL} 
[id Seabee ber ght cashes 
um for veteran Coach 


HON NY), 
expereced defense (15 reuming letemen) shoud help 
een ra ese 


1994 PLAYOFFS 


FIRST ROUND 

Mount Union (Ohio) 28, Alagheny (Pa.) 19 
Albion (Mich.) 28, Augustana (Ill. 21 

Wartburg (Iowa) 22, Central (iowa) 21 

St, John's (Minn ) 51, La Vere (Cali) 12 
Widoner (Pa) 14, Dickinson (Pa.) 0 
Washington & Jefferson (Pa.) 28, Trnty (Texas) O 
Plymouth (NIH) State 19, Kings Point (N.Y) 18 
Ithaca (N.Y) 10, Buttalo State 7 (2 07) 
QUARTERFINALS 

‘Abion 34, Mount Union 33 

Sit. John's 42, Wartburg 14 

Washington & Jetferson 37, Widener 21 

ithaca 22, Plymouth State 7 

SEMIFINALS 

Washington & Jotferson 23, thaca 19 

Aion 19, St. John's 16 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

‘Nbion 38, Washington & Jefferson 15 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
Pos. Name, School HUW Class Pos._ Name, School HUWt_ Class 
WR Mike Cook, Claremont Mudd-Scrpps 63/185 Soph. _L_Vince Penningroth, Wartburg ((owa) 6-935 _ St. 


WR Ryan Ditzo, Abight (Pa) 60192 Sr 
TE Ryan Davi, St Thomas Winn) 63/215 St. 
{Bran Campbol, Dickinson (Pa.) 62/257 St. 
Doug Jofnston, Wheaton (it) 6270S. 


<efersen (Pa) 68510 St. 
60200 


0215 St. 
~ SHOE Ue 


i, Central (lowa) 


Robert ul, Washington & Loe (Va.) 64220 Jk 
Demotus Stevenson, Wesley (Del) 6-17255 dr. 


Blaise Coleman, Widener (Pa) 64/213 St. 
Colby Compton, Pymout (NH) Sie 60/185 Se 
Fick Sanger, Central (owe) 6020 Sr 
Rusty Van Wetzinga, Augustana (IL) 6-0/218 

(David Lofee, Abion (Mich) 60170 
‘Antonio Moore, Widener (Pa) 58/174 dt 
Mat Miler, Tiny (Texas) ————=S-10/175 St. 
Nkrumah Mabry, Ared (N.Y) 22s Sr. 


Pos. Name, School 


SPECIALISTS 
HLUWt. Class 
K___ Bilan Anthony, Corand (NY) Stato 61/165 J 


P Bryan Weber, Wis. Platteville 63210 Jr 
KR Chris Palmer St. John's (Minn) 511/175 Sr. 
PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 
OFFENSE: 

MARK KACMARYNSKI, RB, Centra ((owa), St. 
DEFENSE: 


ROBERT HULL, L. Washington & Lee (Va), J 
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Get the inside information on your 
favorite college athletic program!! 


Football, basketball, volleyball, baseball - You name it! Now you can follow your favorite college team no matter 
where you live. Every publication listed provides player features, game recaps, opponent previews, recruiting up- 
dates and much, much more. Get that inside information you've been missing. Order your subscription today! 


CALL NOW I|-800-276-8401 


Lines open 24 hours a day 


ALABAMA - ‘Bama, Inside the Crimson Tide 

Roll Tide! 10 magazines, 14 newsletters, $35 (AL res. add $2 tax) 
ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 

The latest on Wildcat athletics. 33 issues, $49 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 

Go Tigers! 10 magazines, 11 newsletters, $30 (AL res. add $1.80 tax) 
4] BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 

The news magazine covering BC sports. 9 issues, $29.95 
5] BRIGHAM YOUNG - Cougar Sports Magazine 
Complete Cougar sports coverage. 10 issues, $29.95 

CINCINNATI - Bearcat Sports Digest 

Unbeatable Bearcat sports information. 20 issues, $32,95 
COLORADO - The Buffalo Sports News 

The ultimate source for Buffalo fans. 20 issues, $35.95 
CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 

A must for all Husky sports enthusiasts. 14 issues, $32.50 
DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 

The inside source for all Duke sports. 25 issues, $31.95 
EAST CAROLINA - Pirate’s Chest 

Coverage of all East Carolina sports. 20 issues, $25 
[71] FLORIDA - Gator Bait 

Detailed Gator news. 32 issues, 2 previews, $47 (FL res. add $2.82 tax) 
FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 

Complete Seminole coverage. 34 issues, $48 (FL res. add $3.36 tax) 
GEORGIA - The Georgia Bulldog Magazine 

The official magazine of UGA athletics. 30 issues, $30 
GEORGIA TECH - The Sting 

In-depth look at Yellow Jacket athletics. 13 issues, $21.95 
ILLINOIS - Fighting Illini 

Official magazine of University of Illinois athletics. 18 issues, $32.95 
INDIANA - Inside Indiana 

Keep up with all the Hoosier happenings. 26 issues, $36.95 


[{7] IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 
Spotlighting the Iowa State athletic program. 29 issues, $38.95 
The ultimate source on Jayhawk sports. 24 issues, $37 
KENTUCKY - Cats’ Pause 
LOUISIANA STATE - Tiger Rag 
LSU coverage from bayou country. 34 issues, 2 previews, $48 
Number and Name of Publication: No. _] 
GEEOOOEEEoe DDB) 
OCheck O MasterCard O Visa QO AmEx 
Card Nos (ELLE TTT PEEL) 


KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 

The authority on Wildcat athletics, 35 issues, $43.50 
Amount Enclosed: $[T | | | 
Exp. Date: [T TT ] 


Mail to: CSPA SUBSCRIPTIONS, P. 


21] LOUISVILLE - The Scorecard 
Complete coverage of the Cardinals, 36 issues, $25 
[22] MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 
The inside scoop on Maryland athletics. 12 issues, $39.95 
23] MIAMI - Cane Sport 
The only source for Hurricane news. 21 issues, $32 
24] MICHIGAN - The Wolverine 
The total Wolverine sports coverage publication. 25 issues, $39.95 
[25] MICHIGAN STATE - The Spartan 
A must for all Spartan fans. 18 issues, $32.95 
26] MISSISSIPPI - The Ole Miss Spirit 
The Ole Miss sports authority. 32 issues, $40 
[27] MISSISSIPPI STATE - Dawgs Bite 
Official Mississippi State sports journal. 38 issues, $30 
3] NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 
Tar Heel sports coverage at its finest. 40 issues, $39.95 
[23] NORTH CAROLINA STATE - The Wolfpacker 
Keep an eye on the Wolfpack all year long. 20 issues, $27.95 
30) NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 
No. 1 source on the Fighting Irish. 20 issues, $37.95 
Bi] OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
Buckeye sports coverage doesn't get any better. 30 issues, $45 
PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 
The news source for Nittany Lion fans. 29 issues, $42 
PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
Boilermaker coverage at its best. 26 issues, $35.95 
SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 
Complete coverage of Gamecock athletics. 38 issues, $32 
SYRACUSE - The Big Orange 
The ontly source for Orangemen fans. 28 issues, $40 
TENNESSEE - Rocky Top Views 
Independent magazine covering the Volunteers. 33 issues, $39.95 
VIRGINIA TECH - The Hokie Huddler 
The official magazine of Virginia Tech sports. 33 issues, $34.95 
WAKE FOREST - Gold Rush 
Get the latest on Demon Deacon sports. 16 issues, $24.95 
WASHINGTON - Sports Washington 
In-depth Husky sports coverage. 17 issues, $34.95 


WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 
Excellent coverage of Mountaineer athletics. 32 issues, $32.95 
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TSN 

1, Nebraska 11. Oregon 

2. Penn State 12. Michigan 

3. Colorado 13, USC 

4, Alabama 14, Ohio State 

5. Miami (Fla.) 15, Colorado State 

6. Florida State 16, Brigham Young 

7. Florida 17, North Carolina St. 

8. Texas A&M 18. Virginia 

9. Auburn 19, Washington St. 
10. Utah 20. Arizona 

HEISMAN TROPHY 


(Top player/Downtonn Athletic Club of New York) 
Year— Player, College, Pos. 

1935—Jay Berwanger, Chicago, HB 
1936—Larry Kolley, Yale, E 

1937—Clint Frank, Yale, HB 
1938—Davey O’Brien, Texas Christian, OB 
1939—Nile Kinnick, lowa, HB 
1940—Tom Harmon, Michigan, HB 
1941—Bruce Smith, Minnesota, HB 
1942—Frank Sinkwich, Georgia, HB 
1943—Angelo Bertelli, Notre Dame, 8 
1944—Les Horvath, Ohio State, QB 
1945—Doe Blanchard, Army, FB* 
1946—Glenn Davis, Army, HB 
1947—John Lujack, Notre Dame, QB 
1948—Doak Walker, Southern Methodist, HB* 
1949—Leon Hart, Notre Dame, E 
1950—Vie Janowicz, Ohio State, HB" 
1951—Dick Kazmaier, Princeton, HB 
1952—Billy Vessels, Oklahoma, HB 
41953—John Lattner, Notre Dame, HB 
1954—Alan Amache, Wisconsin, FB 
1955—Howard Cassady, Ohio State, HB 
1956—Paul Homung, Notre Dame, QB 
1957—John David Crow, Texas A&M, HB 
1958—Pete Dawkins, Army, HB 
1959—Billy Cannon, Louisiana Stato, HB 
1960—Joe Belino, Navy, HB 
1961—Emie Davis, Syracuse, HB 
1962—Terry Baker, Oregon State, QB 
1963—Roger Staubach, Navy, OB" 
1964—John Huarte, Notre Dame, QB 
1965—Mike Garrett, Southem Cal, HB 
1966—Steve Spurrier, Florida, QB 
1967—Gaty Beban, UCLA, QB 
1968—O.J. Simpson, Southem Cal, HB 
1969—Steve Owens, Oklahoma, HB 
1970—Jim Plunkett, Stanford, QB 
1971—Pat Sullivan, Aubum, QB 
1972—Johnny Rodgers, Nebraska, FL 
1973—John Cappoliett, Penn State, HB 
1974—Archie Griffin, Ohio State, HB" 
1975—Archie Grifin, Ohio State, HB 
1976—Tony Dorsett, Pittsburgh, HB 
1977—Earl Campbell, Texas, HB 
1978—Billy Sims, Oklahoma, HB* 
1979—Charles White, Souther Cal, HB 
1980—George Rogers, South Carolina, HB 
1961—Marcus Allen, Southem Cal, HB 
1982—Herschel Walker, Georgia, HB" 
1983—Mike Rozier, Nebraska, HB 
1984—Doug Fluti, Boston College, OB 
1985—Bo Jackson, Auburn, HB 
1986—Vinny Testaverde, Miami (Fla.), OB 
1987—Tim Brown, Notre Dame, FL 
1986—Barry Sanders, Oklahoma State, HB* 
1989—Andre Ware, Houston, QB" 
1990—Ty Detmer, Brigham Young, QB* 
1991—Desmond Howard, Michigan, WR* 
1992—Gino Torratta, Miami (Fla.), QB 
1993—Chare Ward, Florida State, QB 
1994—Rashaan Salaam, Colorado* 


1994 FINAL POLLS 


AP 

1, Nebraska 11. Oregon 

2, Penn State 12. Michigan 

3. Colorado 13, USC 

4, Florida State 14, Ohio State 

5, Alabama 15. Virginia 

6. Miami (Fla.) 16. Colorado State 

7. Florida 17. North Carolina St. 

8. Texas A&M 18. Brigham Young 

9. Auburn 19. Kansas State 
10. Utah 20. Arizona 


AWARD WINNERS 


OUTLAND TROPHY 
(Top interior ineman/Footbell Writers Association of 
America) 
Year— Player, College, Pos. 
1946—George Connor, Notre Dame, T 
1947—Joo Stetty, Army, G 
1948—Bill Fischer, Notre Oame, G 
1949—Ed Bagdon, Michigan State, G 
1950—Bob Gain, Kentucky, T 
1951—Jim Weatherall, Oklahoma, T 
1952—Dick Modzolewski, Maryland, T 
1953—J.D. Roberts, Oklahoma, G 
1954—Bill Brooks, Arkansas, G 
4955—Calvin Jones, lowa, G 
1956—sim Parker, Ohio State, G 
1957—Alex Karras, lowa, T 
1958—Zoke Smith, Auburn, G 
1959—Mike McGee, Duke, T 
1960—Tom Brown, Minnesota, G 
1961—Merlin Olsen, Utah State, T 
1962—Bobby Bel, Minnesota, T 
1963—Scott Appleton, Texas, T 
1964—Steve DeLong, Tennessee, T 
1965—Tommy Nobis, Texas, G 
1966—Loyd Philips, Arkansas, T 
1967—Ron Yary, Southern Cal, T 
1968—Bill Stanfil, Georgia, T 
1969—Mike Reid, Penn State, DT 
1970—Jim Stilwagon, Ohio State, MG 
1971—Larry Jacobson, Nebraska, DT 
1972—Rich Glover, Nebraska, MG 
1973—John Hicks, Ohio State, OT 
1974—Randy White, Maryland, DE 
1975—Lee Roy Seimon, Oklahoma, OT 
1976—Ross Browner, Notre Dame, DE* 
1977—Brad Shearer, Texas, OT 
1978—Greg Roberts, Oklahoma, G 
1979—Jim Ritcher, North Carolina St,, C 
1980—Mark May, Pittsburgh, OT 
1961—Dave Rimington, Nebraska, C* 
1982—Dave Rimington, Nebraska, C 
1983—Dean Steinkuhler, Nebraska, G 
1984—Bruce Smith, Virginia Tech, DT 
1985—Mike Ruth, Boston College, NG 
1986—Jason Buck, Brigham Young, DT 
1987—Chad Hennings, Air Force, DT 
1988—Tracy Rocker, Auburn, DT 
1989—Moe Elewonibi, Brigham Young, OG 
1990—Russell Maryland, Miami, OT 
1991—Steve Emtman, Washington, DT* 
1992—Will Shields, Nebraska, OG 
1993—Rob Waldrop, Arizona, NG 
1994—Zach Wiegert, Nebraska, OT 


LOMBARDI AWARD 
(Top lineman/Rotary Club of Houston) 
‘Year— Player, College, Pos. 
1970—Jim Stilwagon, Ohio State, MG 
1971—Walt Patulski, Notre Dame, DE 
1972—Rich Glover, Nebraska, MG 
1973—John Hicks, Ohio State, OT 
1974—Randy White, Maryland, DT 
1975—Lee Roy Selmon, Oklahoma, DT 
1976—Wilson Whitley, Houston, OT 
1977—Ross Browner, Notre Dame, DE 
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USA TODAY/CNN 
1. Nebraska 11. Oregon 
2. Penn State 12. Michigan 
3. Colorado. 13. Virginia 
4, Alabama 14, Colorado State 
5. Florida State 15. USC 
6. Miami (Fla.) 16. Kansas State 
7. Florida 17. North Carolina St. 
8, Utah 18. Tennessee 
9. Ohio State 19. Washington St. 


10. Brigham Young 20. Arizona 


1978—Bruce Clark, Penn Stato, DT 
1979—Brad Budde, Southem Cal, G 
1980—Hugh Green, Pittsburgh, DE 
1981—Kenneth Sims, Texas, OT 
1982—Dave Rimington, Nebraska, C 
1983—Dean Steinkuhler, Nebraska, G 
1984—Tony Degrate, Texas, DT 
1985—Tony Casillas, Oklahoma, NG 
1986—Comelius Bennett, Alabama, LB 
4987—Chris Spielman, Ohio State, LB 
1988—Tracy Rocker, Auburn, DT 
1989—Percy Snow, Michigan State, LB 
1990—Chris Zorich, Notre Dame, DT 
1991—Steve Emtman, Washington, DT* 
1992—Marvin Jones, Florida State, LB* 
1993—Aaron Taylor, Notre Dame, OT 
41984—Warren Sapp, Miami (Fla.), DT* 


BUTKUS AWARD 
(Top linebacker/Downtown Athletic Club of Orlando, Fla.) 
Year— Player, College 
1985—Brian Bosworth, Oklahoma* 
4986—Brian Bosworth, Oklahoma 
1987—Paul McGowan, Florida State 
1988—Derrick Thomas, Alabama 
4989—Percy Snow, Michigan State 
1990—Allred Wiliams, Colorado 
1991—Erick Anderson, Michigan 
1982—Marvin Jones, Florida State’ 
1993—Trev Alberts, Nebraska 
1984—Dana Howard, Ilinois 


JIM THORPE AWARD 
(Top detensive backiJim Thorpe Athletic Club of 
Oklahoma City) 
Year— Player, College 
1986—Thomas Everett, Baylor 
1987—Bennie Blades, Miami (Fla.) 

Rickey Dixon, Oklahoma 
1988—Deion Sanders, Florida Stale 
1989—Mark Carrier, Souther Cal* 
1990—Darryl Lewis, Arizona 
1991—Terrell Buckley, Florida State* 
1992—Deon Figures, Colorado 
1993—Antonio Langham, Alabama 
1994—Chris Hudson, Colorado 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 
(Top junior or senior running back/GTE SMU Athletic 
Forum of Dallas) 
Year— Player, College 
1990—Greg Lewis, Washington 
1991—Trevor Cobb, Rico* 
1992—Garrison Hearst, Georgia’ 
1993—Byron (Bam) Morris, Texas Tech* 
1994—Rashaan Salaam, Colorado” 

LOU GROZA AWARD 

(Top kicker/Palm Beach County Sports Commission) 
Year— Player, College 
1992—Joe Allison, Memphis State* 
1993—Judd Davis, Florida’ 
1994—Steve McLaughlin, Arizona 


FRED BILETNIKOFF AWARD 
(Top receiver/College Football Writers Asscciation of 
America) 


i) 
1994—Bobby Engram, Penn State" 


“Junior, All others seniors, 
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record against their regional rivals, the 
Akron Zips, who were 7-3 and needed a vic- 
tory to advance to the playoffs. Akron built 
asizable lead, only to see Youngstown rally. 
With a touchdown in the last minute, the 
Penguins won, 40-39, 

“That may be our biggest win,” Tressel 
says. “If that one didn't occur, I don't know 
if any of the others would have.” The assis- 
tant head coach, Ken Conatser, saw “a mon- 
umental effort by the kids, They believed.” 

Now Youngstown State has a little 
dynasty in what Tressel calls “the state of 
Youngstown,” The boundary is a circle 90 
miles from the Penguins’ 16,000-seat stadi- 
um. When Tressel gets his share of LAA 
prospects inside that circle and augments 
those players with a handful of Floridians, 
he is happy—and so are people in the 
Mahoning River Valley. 

Urban expert Peterson says, “The football 
team has created a regional feeling 
of pride that touches every strata of 
Youngstown society.” 

Youngstown State’s alumni 
association roster was up 50 per- 
cent for 1994; contributions were 
up 1,000 percent; student applica- 
tions up 16 percent; ACT scores 
up 20 percent. Never had the uni- 
versity raised more than $3 mil- 
lion in capital funds; of its current 
target, $22 million, school 
President Leslie H. Cochran says 
he has $7 million after meeting 
with just 12 prospects. 

“The driving core of this is foot- 
ball,” the president says. “We 
couldn't have talked about being a 
premier metropolitan university if 
not for football. Now we can 
become something we never 
thought we could be five years 


0. 

Jim Tressel’s teams play foot- 
ball so soundly and conservative- 
ly they would please a Brown or 
Lombardi. He says, “We won't 
beat ourselves. We want to play 
great defense. We want a bal- 
anced offense and difference- 
maker special teams. The most 
important thing we do is be objec- 
tive in evaluating players, Ifa play- 
er thinks we're not using him cor- 
rectly, we tell him, ‘Show us on 
film.'” 

Tressel plays basic football, 
nothing fancy in tactics and strat- 
egy. Conatser says, “Tress 
emphasizes that the three most 
important things in football are 
‘people, people and people.’ ” 

So Tressel gives every player a 
“Goal Sheet” with six categories: 
Spiritual, Academics, Personal, 
Football, Physical and Social. He 
also produces a “Winner's 
Manual,” a 187-page book of col- 
lected wisdom about football and 
life, such as this under “Life's 
Thoughts”: 

“Every morning in Africa, a 
gazelle wakes up. It knows it must 
run faster than the fastest lion or it 
will be killed. Every morning a 


lion wakes up. It knows it must outrun the 
slowest gazelle or it will starve to death. It 
doesn't matter whether you're a lion or 
gazelle: When the sun comes up, you'd bet- 
ter be running!” 

“Teamwork” begins with a piece about 
geese: “When geese fly in formation, they 
travel about 70 percent faster than when 
they fly alone." “Discipline” quotes Bob 
Knight: “Do what has to be done, when it 
has to be done, as well as it can be done, 
and do it that way all the time.” 

The wrong coach pitching these homilies 
to the wrong players would build a program 
of impotent sentiment. Because 
Youngstown has the right coach and the 
right players, the result is strength. 
Tressel’s players call him “classy,” 
“straightforward,” “not a shouter but you 
know he means business.” 

Lester Weaver, a free safety from Tampa: 
“I didn't have any idea where Youngstown 


Coach Jim Tressel has turned around the Youngstown State program. 
Supporters say Tressel also has helped the area feel good about itself. 
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even was. But I saw how everybody was 
like family. And that’s the basis of it, love. 
We'll hug more in warmups than some 
teams do in a season. Maybe my Florida 
buddies went to big schools, but I've got the 
memories—and the championship rings.” 

Reggie Lee, a linebacker from Miami: 
“Nothing is more important to a black man 
than education, and I'm living my family’s 
dream. Coach Tressel emphasizing acade- 
mics shows he wants us to be the best we 
can be.” 

In a year or two, the guess is, Tressel will 
leave Youngstown for a big-time job. Last win- 
ter, the University of Miami talked to him 
before hiring Dallas Cowboys assistant 
Butch Davis at a reported $1 million per year. 

Tressel likes it where he is. “This valley, 
this ‘state of Youngstown,’ opened its arms to 
us long before we won big. I've appreciated 
being in a place where relative importance is 
assigned to what we're trying to do.” 

A philosophy professor, Tom 
Shipka, says, “If Tressel were 
frank, he'd tell you he'd be 
happy to spend the rest of his 
career at YSU. But if the Ohio 
State or Notre Dame jobs were 
offered, he'd do some serious 
soul-searching.” 

Dr. Cochran, the Youngstown 
president, spoke to Miami’s 
president. “I told him Jim 
Tressel would win football 
games and run an impeccable 
program. I also told him he 
could put Tressel at a lectern for 
15 minutes against any profes- 
sor—and let the applause tell 
you who won, It'd be Jim 
Tressel.” 

Tressel admits to “sincere 
interest” in the Miami job. “I 
assess my ambition and feelings 
daily. What can I do to make this 
better at Youngstown? Wherever 
T can be a positive force for peo- 
ple and the school, that’s where I 
want to be. For the moment, 
that’s here, Not to say I'll be here 
forever.” 

If Jim Tressel sounds like a 
man who puts common sense to 
good use, no wonder, There was 
a Sunday afternoon with his 
father, Lee, then and now his idea 
of acoach. They had lost a cham- 
pionship game by 14 points, Jim 
had fumbled away one drive and 
thrown an end zone interception 
to stop another. 

“Obviously distraught, I came 
by the house the next day,” 
Tressel says, “It was a tradition 
that if you played on Saturday, 
you got to stop by my Mom and 
Dad's house on Sunday for a 
shaved ham sandwich. 1 
stopped off that Sunday after- 
noon and Dad commented, 
‘Isn't it interesting that the sun 
did rise today?’ ” 

After that, the shaved ham 
sandwiches tasted all right. @ 


Dave Kindred is a contributing 
woriter for THE SPORTING NEWS. 


THE GOVERNOR OF 


Tressel rules domain in Ohio 
—and Division I-AA, too 


t's lunch time and Jim Tressel is on the 

telephone. The coach of Youngstown 

State's undefeated 1994 national cham- 

pion football team is ordering carry-out 
from a local restaurant. 

“Td like two Cajun chicken sandwiches. . . . 
Yes, fries with both. ... A Coke and a Diet 
Coke. .. . The name is Randy Brooks.” 

It can be deduced from his menu selec- 
tions that the coach has no fear of the indi- 
gestion inherent in such victuals. We also 
learn an unusual thing about Jim Tressel 
when we hear the nation's most successful 
college football coach order lunch under an 
assumed name, 

“Got to use an alias,” he says, his voice a 
conspiratorial whisper. “Otherwise, they 
won't let me pay. It gets to be embarrassing.” 

EYEWITNESS NEWS BREAK! 

THIS JUST IN! 

COACH BUYS OWN LUNCH! 

‘The rarest of God's creatures is a football 
coach who uses an alias to buy his lunch 
and so avoid the embarrassment of a wor- 
shiper’s offering. We encounter this rare 
bird fittingly enough in a room full of rare 
birds: penguins by the dozens, penguin 
dolls, penguins cut from glass, penguins in 
snowy portraits, penguins with snarls on 
their li'l beaks, all these penguins present in 
Jim Tressel's office because Youngstown 
calls its teams Penguins in tribute to the 
refrigerated wonders of northeast Ohio. 

Rare birds beyond doubt, Tressel’s 
Penguins have played in four straight 
national championship games. They have 
won the past two and three of the past four 
in the NCAA's Division LAA, sometimes 
called “mid-major.” At 61-9-2, Youngstown 
has won more games in the past five years 


than any team, major or otherwise, 
(Tressel’s nine-year record is 84-33-2,) 

So the man from THE SporTING News gets 
on the phone to Youngstown because this 
Tressel fellow is putting up Bear Bryant 
numbers. 

“Well, sure, come see us,” Jim Tressel 
says. “But one thing, I don’t want the article 
to be about me. I want it to be about my 
coaches and players and the program, not 
about me.” 

‘THIS JUST IN! 

COACH WONT TALK ABOUT HIMSELF! 

WORLD TO END SOON! 

Before getting a word with Jim Tressel, 
the man from THE SporTING News spoke to 
nine players, the university president, two 
athletic department executives, a trainer, a 
professor of philosophy, an assistant head 
coach, the director of the school's urban 
studies department and a Russian-born ex- 
French rugby player named Alex Ginzberg, 
a 160-pound defensive back who says, “I 
missed snow, they said I could walk on, and 
I got to play—for one ugly tackle and every- 
body chanted, ‘Ru-dee, Ru-dee,’ like in the 
movie, Rudy. Where else but Youngstown 
could I have done that?” 

All this before speaking to Tressel, who, 
when told there might be no room left in 
the story for him, laughs and says, “Good, 
we're succeeding.” 

Not to god up Tressel. He is subject to his 
profession's fits of ego. But some men con- 
trol the spasms better than others. And 
Tressel, after all, was born to the job. 

His father’s name was prominent in upper 
Ohio football. The late Lee Tressel would 
have played for Paul Brown at Ohio State 
except for World War II. Afterward, Tressel 
starred at Baldwin-Wallace College, near 
Cleveland. He coached 23 seasons at 
Baldwin-Wallace (155-52-6). 

The coach's son, Jim, a quarterback, 
played at Baldwin-Wallace while planning to 
teach and coach. Two decades later, at age 
42, Tressel believes his father’s way of 
coaching still works: 

“I was going to carry his basic philoso- 
phies because I was very happy with them. 
He treated us first as students; he treated us 
very consistently; he demanded academical- 
ly; he demanded, football-wise, excellence.” 
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Tressel's football career has taken him 
from high school to Division III to the Rose 
Bowl. He worked as an assistant coach at 
Akron, Miami of Ohio, Syracuse and Ohio 
State. When he arrived at Youngstown in 
1986, the Penguins had gone 31-34-1 in the 
previous six seasons. 

Paul Brown didn’t invent the game in 
Ohio, but his touch of genius at a Massillon 
high school and at Ohio State brought a 
winner’s shine to the European immigrant’s 
nature that gave the state its fundamental 
character. 

“It's such an ethnic, roll-up-your-sleeves, 
do-a-job-for-the-good-of-the-cause kind of 
place,” Tressel says of upper Ohio, “And 
that typifies what football is. Football is not 
an individualistic sport. It’s not that glam- 
orous to practice—and neither was it glam- 
orous working in those steel mills, the coal 
mines, the rubber factories.” 

Up to and for two decades after World 
War II, the steel mills made Youngstown 
prosperous. There were 59 blast furnaces 
along a 27-mile stretch of the Mahoning 
River. American steel-makers may have 
won World War Il. 

But then, fat and sassy, the industry spent 
little on research and development. Soon 
the war's losers became winners. With 
American help, the re-industrialization of 
Japan and Germany worked so spectacular- 
ly that those countries outperformed the 
US. steel industry. Collapse came quickly. 

Today there is one blast furnace by the 
Mahoning. Between 1972 and 1980, 
Youngstown lost 50,000 jobs. Mahoning 
County’s largest payroll is public welfare. 
The university's urban studies director, Gil 
Peterson, says, “When the steel mills 
closed, no one helped. Carter said he'd 
help. Reagan. Bush. Now Clinton, But it's 
still like a Third World country here.” 

Into this barren place came Jim Tressel, a 
football coach. He brought with him a 
sense of possibility that the city had long 
since lost. He believed things could be done 
and done well. 

Curiously, that sense may have been made 
real in Tressel’s worst season, his first at 
Youngstown. The Penguins took a 1-9 
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IN FOUR YEARS, 
YOU Won’T RECOGNIZE YOURSELF. 


‘own ic surveyor 


ceenrea issistant 


The right choices today 
can make a big difference 
tomorrow. This year, Brian 
Edwards and over 375,000 
ambitious young men and 


women will find the opportuni- 


ties, training, experience and 
encouragement they need in 
the U.S. Armed Forces. 

In the next four years, 
Brian will become a surveyor, 
then an engineering ass 
while serving his country in 
the Middle East and Korea. 
And he'll receive more than 


stant, 


$14,000 for college with the 
help of the Montgomery G.1. 
Bill. In some career fields, the 
educational benefits can add 
up to $30,000. 

What will you be doing? 

In over 200 job specialties, 
the military's proven program 
of hands-on experience and 
classroom education gives you 
state-of-the-art career skills. It 
promotes leadership. confi- 
dence. and personal growth. 
It offers the educational and 
career opportunities you need 


to make the future you want. 

So take one last look in the 
mirror, for old time's sake. Then 
go and see your local recruiter, 
or Call 1-800-893-LEAD for 
more information. 

Catch a glimpse of your- 
self four years from now. You'll 
like what you see. 


Make It Happen. 


U. = ARMED Forces 


How to pack for the weekend. 
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